
Cabinet of the United States of America 2019 
Topic: Maintaining and Improving our Leadership in the Cyber Sphere 
 
Topic Overview 
 
The geopolitical battlefield is changing. Countries as disparate as Iran, the PRC and the U.S. are 
utilizing cyber-offensives, misinformation, cyberespionage and hacking to gain an edge over 
rivals and project influence. The changing nature of conflict is especially evident through the rise 
of cyberwarfare and concerns for cybersecurity. Many believe the U.S. fails to spend enough 
financially on cybersecurity, leaving a gap that is largely taken up by the private sector out of 
necessity. The possibilities for malignant cyber action are endless, ranging from disruptions with 
the electric grid to the theft of IP, information or money. This cabinet will be responsible for 
strengthening our capabilities to defend our secrets, our resources and projecting our influence to 
all reaches of the world.  
 
Historical Background 
 
Major cyberattacks on U.S. sensitive information or resources dates back to 2006. Enemies have 
long sought to steal intellectual property, bring down computer systems, steal financial resources 
or even take sensitive or confidential information. Major attacks around the world on U.S. allies 
and other world powers also date back at least that far. Any cyberattack on our systems or those 
of our allies can be just as dangerous as a kinetic attack and the U.S. government has at times 
tried various retaliations against these attacks. 
 
Attacks on U.S. Resources by Foreign Powers 

In the past two decades, the U.S. has seen attacks or potential vulnerabilities for attacks on 
military networks, energy grids, oil pipelines, private companies, individuals in government and 
even satellites. Some major events include:  

● In 2006, a senior army official confirmed publicly that China had stolen “terabytes of 
information” from an unclassified military network.   1

● In 2009, the Wall Street Journal raised the frightening specter of the U.S. power grid 
being vulnerable to hacking and foreign disruption. “A [Department of Energy] report 
reinforc[ed] concerns about growing surveillance of the electric grid by Chinese and 
Russian cyber-spies.”  

● In 2011, Chinese hackers grew more brazen, interfering with two satellites belonging to 
NASA and the United States Geological Survey group,  and a few months later stole 2

1 https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/190904_Significant_Cyber_Events_List.pdf 
2 https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/190904_Significant_Cyber_Events_List.pdf 
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information on the F35 Fighters. This may have led the U.S. government to delay the 
rollout of the new jet and rewrite a lot of the operating code at great cost.   3

● In 2012, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security warned of a “Cyber-intrusion on 
U.S. gas pipelines.” The trend of oil resources as prominent targets of these attacks is a 
trend that has continued today. Oil pipelines and other resources are lucrative targets that 
can often be put out of commision very easily. Note that this principle extends outside of 
just cyberattacks and includes the 2019 drone strike by Iran-affiliated Houthi rebels on 
Saudi Arabian oil company Aramco.   4

● In 2017, a ransomware called the Wannacry virus infected and crippled thousands of 
hospitals, banks, and businesses, promising to delete all data unless a ransom was paid. 
The Trump administration accused the North Korean government of designing and 
spreading this virus, saying that a North Korean-affiliated group, the Lazarus Group, was 
responsible for the virus that infected “more than 300,000 computers in 150 countries.”  5

This cyberattack came after a separate 2014 North Korean hack of Sony Pictures, in 
retaliation for the release of the movie “The Interview.” Allegedly, North Korean hackers 
have received training in China, although China largely denies this accusation.   6

 

3 https://www.military.com/defensetech/2012/02/06/did-chinese-espionage-lead-to-f-35-delays 
4 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/14/world/middleeast/saudi-arabia-refineries-drone-attack.html 
5https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-cyber-northkorea/u-s-blames-north-korea-for-wannacry-cyber-atta
ck-idUSKBN1ED00Q 
6 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/15/world/asia/north-korea-hacking-cyber-sony.html  
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This is just a small subset of the attacks on U.S. resources. Throughout 2019, Microsoft said it 
had detected over 800 cyberattacks, mainly from North Korea, Russia and China. We will never 
be able to stop every single attack on U.S. companies, government agencies or people. We can 
however improve our cyber defenses at every level of government, incentivize private businesses 
to do the same and attempt to uncover the hacking groups that regularly target us.  
 

Notable attacks on U.S. allies 
An attack on our close allies is an attack on the fragile geopolitical stability that our global 
leadership has provided. When Iran targets the information and communication technology of 
Saudi Arabia or Russia targets the electric grid of Eastern European neighbors, it incites a level 
of geopolitical chaos that reduces our sphere of influence and sway. Below are a small subset of 
the most devastating cyberattacks against our NATO and historical allies:  

● In 2007, Russian IP addresses targeted Estonia in the first instance of a large distributed 
denial-of-service (DDOS) cyberattack against a major country. Unknown attackers took 
down the websites of banks, media outlets and government bodies during a 
Russian-Estonian diplomatic crisis. This attack amplified the protests of Russian 
minorities in Estonia. Estonia later called to make cyberattacks a criminal offense.   7

● In 2008, Georgia suffered from large-scale DDOS attacks that disabled government 
websites and redirected visitors to Russian-friendly propaganda. This happened a few 
weeks before the start of the Russo-Georgian War and was the first instance of a dual 
cyber and kinetic cyberattack.  Russia has denied initiating the attack though some of the 8

DDOS attempts could be traced back to the Russian crime syndicate RGB.  9

● Kiev, Ukraine suffered two devastating blackouts due to cyber hacks, one in 2015 and 
one in 2016. Neither hack has been attributed to any state actors, but Kiev has blamed 
Russia, saying that they have leveled “thousands of cyber attacks” against them. The 
2016 Blackout took out 20% of the electric capacity in Kiev, showing the devastating 
effect of sophisticated cyber aggression.  10

● Iran has long used its hacking prowess to target Saudi oil resources. In 2012, a new virus 
called Shamoon erased data on 3/4s of Aramco Oil’s PCs.  The virus made a resurgence 11

in 2017 in an attack that investigators agree was “meant to cause an explosion.”  The 12

only thing that stopped the potential explosion was a faulty line in the malware code. The 
sophisticated nature of the attack has led some to speculate that Iran has been working 
alongside North Korea or Russia.  

7http://www.nbcnews.com/id/31801246/ns/technology_and_science-security/t/look-estonias-cyber-attack/#.Wsn
zhYjwbb0  
8 http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/natosource/russian-cyber-policy-and-the-war-against-georgia  
9 https://www.cybersecurity-insiders.com/what-is-a-cyber-kinetic-attack/  
10 https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-38573074 
11https://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/24/business/global/cyberattack-on-saudi-oil-firm-disquiets-us.html?m
odule=inline  
12 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/15/technology/saudi-arabia-hacks-cyberattacks.html 
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The recent events in the Middle East will no doubt result in more Iran-affiliated cyberattacks. We 
will not be able to predict what they will target or when they will target it but we can strengthen 
our alliances in the region so that when the inevitable cyber attack happens we can provide a 
unified and multilateral response. 
 
U.S.-led attacks on other powers  

The U.S. has not shied away from projecting our influence, nor should we. We have the 
opportunity to improve our geopolitical standing and reduce the risk of our rivals in major 
battlefields. Below are some of the major incidents in the past two decades in which we have 
used our cyber influence to our benefit:  

● In 2009, a new virus called Stuxnet appeared on the global stage. This malware disrupted 
the Iranian nuclear program by overheating centrifuges and causing them to malfunction. 
Stuxnet took five years to develop and disabled or destroyed more than 1,000 centrifuges 
in just five months. The virus spread through flash drives and local networks. It is 
generally accepted that Stuxnet was developed by the governments of Israel and the U.S. 
under a covert operation called Operation Olympic Games.  13

● For almost 20 years, the U.S. and Britain joined forces to spy on Israel drones operating 
in the Middle East in an effort known as Operation Anarchist. This was undiscovered 
until the leak of documents by Edward Snowden in 2013.  This operation gave the U.S. 14

and the U.K. a “virtual cockpit” into the drones, providing them with large amounts of 
information into Israeli operations.  The fallback from this leak can be summarized by a 15

statement from an Israeli security official: “We are not surprised. We know that the 
Americans spy on everyone including us, their friends,” he told Israeli army radio. “It’s 
disappointing nonetheless because of the fact that for decades we haven’t spied or 
gathered intelligence or broken codes in the United States.”  

● Most recently in 2019, Iran became bolder about targeting shipping traffic in the Persian 
Gulf, partly as retaliation against American sanctions. The U.S. had to do something to 
prevent this aggression in the Gulf but did not want to go as far as a full blown kinetic 
conflict. The compromise was to launch a covert cyber-operation that damaged Iranian 
computers as well as their ability to monitor shipping traffic.   16

 

 

 

 

13https://www.csoonline.com/article/3218104/malware/what-is-stuxnet-who-created-it-and-how-does-it-work.ht
ml 
https://www.wired.com/2014/11/countdown-to-zero-day-stuxnet/  
14 https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/08/31/the-rise-of-the-cyber-mercenaries-israel-nso/ 
15 https://securityaffairs.co/wordpress/44058/intelligence/anarchist-operation-espionage.html 
16 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/28/us/politics/us-iran-cyber-attack.html 
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Current Situation 
 
In November 2018, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency Act was passed which 
established the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA). Homeland Security 
lists the agency’s focal concerns as the following: 

● Combatting Cyber Crime and Cyber Incident Response 
● Securing Federal Networks, Protecting Critical Infrastructure, and Providing 

Cybersecurity Governance 
● Promoting Information Sharing, Training and Exercises, and Cyber Safety information  17

 
The National Risk Management Center of CISA is a “planning, analysis, and collaboration 
center working to identify and address the most significant risks to our nation’s critical 
infrastructure.”  18

 
Released earlier this year, a senate report 
from the Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations (PSI) for the Committee 
on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs analyzing eight 
governmental agencies has pointed out 
some of the significant failures of the 
federal government. For instance, 
concerningly, the unsecured network of 
the Department of Education can be 
hacked into for up to 90 seconds. For 
many, needed security patches would 
mean also updating the system itself.  19

 
A report from NASA’s Office of 
Inspector General (OIG) was published 
around the same time. In the document, 
an alarming cyberattack from April 2018 
is mentioned where around 500 MB of 
data were taken from NASA by hackers 

17https://www.dhs.gov/topic/cybersecurity 
18https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/NRMC%20100%20Days%20Fact%20Sheet%20201
81115_CISA%20v2.pdf 
19https://www.zdnet.com/article/report-shows-failures-at-eight-us-agencies-in-following-cyber-security-prot
ocols/ 
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with a Raspberry Pi device. The cyberattack was not noticed for almost a year and was 
acknowledged as an advanced persistent threat (APT), according to the OIG. There have been 
many security precautions that could have mitigated or prevented this attack.  The jet propulsion 20

laboratory (JPL)’s information technology security database (ITSDB) was “incomplete and 
inaccurate” and the network “had not been properly segmented.” There was a lack of 
Interconnection Security Agreements (ISA) and security problem log tickets were often put off 
(some for over 25 weeks).  21

 
Retaliation against foreign attacks  

When there is an identifiable source of cyberattacks, the U.S. has used sanctions as a strategy. 
This September, North Korean hacker Park Jin Hyok and corporation “Chosun Expo Joint 
Venture” were placed under sanctions. In the same month, the U.S. declared sanctions on North 
Korean cyberattack groups Lazarus, Bluenoroff and Andariel.  It is the policy of the U.S. to 22

“hold North Korea accountable and demonstrate to the regime that there is a cost to its 
provocative and irresponsible actions.”  The threat of these groups is no question. “Lazarus” 23

was able to steal $81 million from the Bangladesh Bank in 2016. Someone clicking an email link 
gave perilous access to the hacker group. Uploaded malware used the bank’s SWIFT data to send 
$951 million (most of which failed to transfer) to the Federal Reserve Bank in New York, and 
then eventually made it into the hands of North Korea and into funding the worry-provoking 
missile program.  In addition, Lazarus was involved in the “WannaCry 2.0 ransomware attack,” 24

a cyberattack which affected a minimum of 150 nations. In addition to North Korea, China is 
also considered by the administration as a cyber threat; in fact, “Chinese Malicious Cyber 
Activity” is one of the six main icons on the CISA homepage.  25

 
This government and allied countries are not the only, or even the main, victims of these attacks. 
From public services (e.g. National Health Services in the U.K.) to companies (e.g. Sony 
Pictures Entertainment in 2014), the targets for cyberattacks can vary widely,  and U.S. 26

businesses often find themselves burdened by cybertechnology’s darker side. It generally takes 
companies over half a year to discover a breach and 70 days to remedy it. The costs associated 
with data breaches are, on average, highest in the United States compared to other countries.  27

 

20https://www.zdnet.com/article/nasa-hacked-because-of-unauthorized-raspberry-pi-connected-to-its-netw
ork/ 
21https://oig.nasa.gov/docs/IG-19-022.pdf 
22https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm774 
23https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm473 
24https://www.zdnet.com/article/us-treasury-sanctions-three-north-korean-hacking-groups/ 
25https://www.cisa.gov/ 
26https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm774 
27https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2018/07/13/the-average-cost-of-a-data-breach-is-highest-in-t
he-u-s-infographic/#6c8af8662f37 
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Bloc Positions 
 
Proactive Cyber-attack Strategy 

There are a lot of advantages to holding a proactive cyberattack portfolio. The Stuxnet virus 
allowed us to derail Iran’s nuclear program, and the recent attack on Iran sensor technology 
made it much harder for them to monitor and disrupt shipping in the Pacific Ocean. Still, there 
are some in the cabinet who argue that these attacks embolden foreign actors, chip away at our 
superiority in the cybersphere and can lead to unintended consequences. For example, our recent 
attack on Iranian Persian Gulf monitoring resources was undoubtedly good for shipping vessels 
in the Persian Gulf since they were no longer able to be harassed or stopped.  Still, some say 28

that we gave up vital access to Iranian Intelligence in return and gave Iran a blueprint for how to 
prepare against future attacks. 
 
Defensive Retaliation 

The U.S. has been the victim of a wide variety of cyberattacks, including the Sony Hack, the 
WannaCry Virus and the Russian hack of state elections. Some in the cabinet would like to 
retaliate with cyberattacks of our own, much as we would with a physical attack. Others might 
go even further, arguing for a retaliation with both cyber and kinetic or diplomatic actions, like 
sanctions.  
 
Security at the Corporation, State or Federal Level 

The U.S. must improve its domestic election and information security across all levels and 
organizations. Some in this cabinet would like to see that action taken by the private sector. They 
would argue that the flexibility and innovation of tech giants will be much more effective than 
any heavy handed government regulation. Already we have seen Twitter, Facebook and other 
social media giants crack down hard on Russian bots and misinformation. Others would like to 
see the state or federal government take a more active role. These voices would point to the large 
number of local governments who use vulnerable electronic voting machines.  
 
Key Terms 
 

● Stuxnet Virus:  A malware designed in collaboration with the U.S. and Israeli 
governments to disrupt the operation of Iranian nuclear centrifuges and derail the 
progress of the Iranian nuclear program.   29

● Wannacry Ransomware:  A ransomware that crippled hospitals, banks and businesses 
around the world by encrypting their data and requesting a monetary payoff to not erase 

28 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/28/us/politics/us-iran-cyber-attack.html 
29 https://www.csoonline.com/article/3218104/what-is-stuxnet-who-created-it-and-how-does-it-work.html  
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everything. In 2017, the U.S. blamed a North Korea-affiliated group called the Lazarus 
Group for creating this ransomware.  

● Distributed Denial of Service (DDOS) Attacks: Any attack with a large number of host 
machines that seeks to disrupt and overwhelm a systems resources.  

● Botnets: Malware-infected systems that can be used to commit DDOS attacks.  
● Malware Software:  Unwanted software installed without your consent  

● Ransomware:  Blocks access to user’s data and requests payment to unblock data  
● Worms: Self-contained programs that can spread across networks  
● Trojan: Program that hides inside another useful program  
● Stealth Virus: Takes over computer functions to avoid detection  

● Information and Communications Technology (ICT) : All technology and infrastructure 
used to support telecommunications, broadcast media and audiovisual processing and 
transmission systems.  30

● Iranian Cyber Army:  A non-government affiliated hacking group that participated in “hit 
and run” cyber attacks on targets it deemed to be threats to Iran.   31

● “The Dukes ”: A Russia-affiliated hacking group that hacked the U.S. DNC database, the 
U.S. State Department, and even the popular website Reddit.   32

 
Discussion Questions 
 

● What cyber actions can we take to reduce the influence of the following geopolitical 
rivals?  

● Iran: How can we continue to harm the Iranian nuclear program, prevent them from 
smuggling oil past our sanctions and hurt their ability to continue proxy wars in Yemen, 
Iraq, and Syria?  

● China : How can we prevent IP theft, gain an upper hand in trade negotiations, stand up 
for the democractic voices in Hong Kong and keep our Asian allies protected and on our 
side? 

● Russia: How can we contain Russia’s expansion into Eastern European neighbors and 
protect our NATO allies, like Ukraine and Georgia? How can we promote democratic 
protest and prevent Russian interference in our social media and our elections?  

● Other : What other geopolitical rivals should we watch out for, and what steps can we 
take now to ensure that we will be able to use the cybersphere to our advantage if the 
need should arise?  

30 https://www.techopedia.com/definition/24152/information-and-communications-technology-ict 
31 https://www.thedailybeast.com/irans-cyber-army-is-under-attack-from-all-sides-as-us-tensions-escalate 
32https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-dukes-russian-intels-cyber-unit-that-went-dark-after-dnc-hack-is-still-
spying?ref=scroll 
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● Domestically, many cyberattacks focus on releasing classified or embarrassing 
government secrets with the hope of discrediting our image and promoting the images of 
our geopolitical rivals. How can we protect against these information leaks, discourage 
whistleblowers and stay ahead of an increasingly information-centric bell curve?  

 
Resources 
 

● https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/R42660.pdf 
● https://www.forbes.com/sites/ellistalton/2018/04/23/the-u-s-governments-lack-of-cyberse

curity-expertise-threatens-our-infrastructure/#2f232a3549e0 
● https://www.dhs.gov/topic/cybersecurity 
● https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2019-06-25%20PSI%20Staff%20Report%

20-%20Federal%20Cybersecurity.pdf 
● https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm473 
● https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm774 
● https://oig.nasa.gov/docs/IG-19-022.pdf 
● https://oig.nasa.gov/docs/IG-19-022.pdf 
● https://www.cisa.gov 
● https://www.zdnet.com/article/us-treasury-sanctions-three-north-korean-hacking-groups/ 
● https://www.zdnet.com/article/nasa-hacked-because-of-unauthorized-raspberry-pi-connec

ted-to-its-network/ 
● https://www.zdnet.com/article/report-shows-failures-at-eight-us-agencies-in-following-cy

ber-security-protocols/ 
● https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/NRMC%20100%20Days%20Fact%

20Sheet%2020181115_CISA%20v2.pdf 
● NIST Infographic: 

https://www.nist.gov/mep/manufacturing-infographics/cybersecurity-strengthens-us-man
ufacturers 

● https://www.raconteur.net/infographics/wannacry-the-biggest-ransomware-attack-in-histo
ry 
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Cabinet of the United States 2019 
Topic: Protecting US Military and Economic Interests in the Middle East 
 
Topic Overview 
 
The United States is beset by diplomatic and military challenges across the globe as it seeks to 
protect allies, constrain rivals and preserve the world order. A changing and volatile situation in 
the Middle East requires a deft foreign presence. Diplomatic missteps have driven away 
traditional European allies, and Russia and China grow more brazen in their attempts to exert 
spheres of influence. This cabinet will have an opportunity to reexamine existing alliances, find 
new friends and attempt bring conflict zones to elusive peace.  
 
Our main geopolitical rivals continue to be China, Russia and Iran. China exerts its economic 
influence through the BRI initiative, building out a sphere of influence stretching throughout 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. Years of brazen IP theft, currency manipulation and one-sided 
protectionism have boiled to conflict in the ongoing U.S.-China Trade War. Russia continues its 
military aggression against Eastern European neighbors, particularly Ukraine. In the 
cybersphere, they have proven more than willing to spread fake news and misinformation in an 
attempt to manipulate our elections. With a new election year coming up, it would be naive to 
not prepare for more Russian interference. In the Middle East, both China and Russia have held 
up United Nations Security Council resolutions seeking to improve the situation in Syria. Russia 
has portrayed itself as a mediator in Yemen and Syria, while China is building strong economic 
links with both Saudi Arabia and Iran. As far as Iran, our longstanding agenda has been to stand 
with Saudi Arabia against the generally hostile Iranian administration. We have ended the 
lopsided Iranian nuclear deal and used economic oil sanctions to bring the Iranian economy to its 
knees. Smuggling oil to China and other countries in defiance of these sanctions has kept the Iran 
administration afloat and they remain a formidable rival in Yemen and Syria. Their allies are not 
toothless either, as the recent drone attack on Aramco oil fields shows.  
 
We will have to move quickly and decisively to protect our interests in the Middle East and 
avoid being protracted in another long-standing military conflict. Ceding superiority, however, is 
not an option. 
 
Historical Background 
 
U.S.-Saudi Relations 
The U.S. and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) have been extremely close for a long period 
of time, leaving aside the cultural and ideological differences both countries may have. The KSA 
was created in 1932, and it was a very poor country in its beginnings. But following the 
discovery of oil in the region, and the fact that the KSA was anti-communist and a natural enemy 
of the USSR, the U.S. recognized them as an ally. Since then, the KSA and the U.S. have sided 
together in many conflicts and signed treaties in order to maintain a good bond. The heart of this 
strong relationship is oil; in fact, approximately 13% of the total oil input in the U.S. comes from 



the KSA today. Apart from this, historically, the U.S. and KSA have had the common objectives 
of regional stability and containing Iran, which is KSA’s natural enemy in the region.  1

 
Since 1951, both countries have held a long-standing mutual defense treaty, which has even 
enabled the U.S. to establish military training facilities in the territory of the KSA. During this 
time, the U.S. had also relied on Iran under the rule of the Shahs, who were content to negotiate 
with Western power. This lasted until 1979 with the Islamic Revolution and the Shia regime 
taking over the government, leaving Saudi Arabia as the main U.S. ally in the region for nearly 
40 years. Another example of a conflict where the two countries sided together was during the 
Soviet-Afghan war in the 1980s, where both of them supported the rebel Afghan (“the 
Mujahideen”) against the Soviet forces. The U.S. even used the KSA as a military base during 
the 1990 Gulf War.  2

 
However, the U.S.-Saudi Arabia relations have never been in complete harmony. This friendly 
relationship has survived very severe challenges. The financing of terrorist activity, the export of 
the kingdom’s interpretation of Islam, the human rights abuses that take place within and outside 
the borders, and the lack of a democratic representation have caused some friction between the 
two allies. Over many years, there have been many other challenges and clashes between the two 
allies. One of them is the 1973 oil embargo that the KSA imposed on the U.S. along with other 
oil-producing countries in the region in protest of the American support of Israel in the Yom 
Kippur War. Even though this embargo ended only one year after that, it had great economic 
repercussions in the U.S. Another challenge came after the 9/11 attacks, in which 15 of the 19 
passenger jet hijackers were citizens from Saudi Arabia. Naturally, the KSA government denied 
participation in these attacks. Following these events, a wave of popular anti-Saudi movement in 
the U.S. damaged the relations between the two countries, followed by some differed core issues 
during Obama’s presidency. However, successive U.S. administrations have made an effort to 
maintain the KSA as an ally, since it is a critical strategic partner in the region. 
 
Today, Saudi Arabia is the top destination for U.S. arms, the trade of which have been strongly 
encouraged by the current president, Donald Trump. He argues that these arms trades “create 
half a million American jobs.” President Trump visited the KSA in May 2017, where he signed a 
series of arms deals, which made the KSA’s arms imports 18 times greater than they were a 
decade earlier, deals which strengthen the relationship between the countries. On the other hand, 
in 2018, Trump decided to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, which was denounced by the 
Saudi royal court, who had been criticizing Trump’s outright support of Israel rather than siding 
with the Arab States. The U.S., however, hopes that the KSA will help push the Palestinians to 
take part in a U.S.-led peace process. Another important event that recently took place and 
increased tension between the KSA and the U.S. was the murder of Jamal Khashoggi, a 
Saudi-born journalist and an important Washington Post columnist and editor in chief at Al-Arab 
News Channel, killed in October 2018. His death started worldwide criticism and discontent. The 
CIA and other intelligence agencies assessing the case stated that the Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman was behind the killing. This is indeed a very strong accusation, for 
which he took full responsibility as a leader in Saudi Arabia but denied ordering such an 

1 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-saudi-arabia-relations  
2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NT5AqiaVtA8 
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operation. Following this murder, killings of journalists have greatly increased. However, any 
action to punish the administration would run up against business deal and security arrangements 
interests.  
 
The reality that the Saudi government had likely ordered the assasination of Jamal Khashoggi 
embittered relations between the two states. U.S. President Donald Trump faced intense backlash 
from domestic politicians. Most politicians, Democrats and Republicans, agreed with the 
assessment of U.S. intelligence agencies that Mohammad bin Salman had been involved in 
ordering Khashoggi’s death, but President Trump never reaffirmed this conclusion.  
 
The president ostensibly worried that submitting to demur critical of Saudi Arabia would risk 
ruining an $8 billion arms deal the U.S. was negotiating with the Saudi government. In May, the 
Trump administration issued an emergency declaration to move forward with the arms deal 
without Congressional approval. While Congress drafted and passed a resolution condemning 
this move, the President vetoed the legislation, which Congress was unable to override.  34

 
On one hand, the White House argues against stopping any sales of arms because this arms deal 
improves the security of two friendly counties, enhances the interoperability between both 
nations, and stopping it would impact the global supply chain with other countries, such as 
Northern Ireland, France, Spain, and Italy, who have co-production for some systems. On the 
other hand, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee’s top Democrat, Robert Menendez, argues 
against the sales, stressing the civilian casualties in the U.S.-backed and Saudi-led air campaign 
in Yemen, as well as the death of the previously mentioned journalists and human rights abuses. 
Furthermore, he believes that this co-production agreements in a larger scale would end up 
benefiting the KSA by transferring jobs and sensitive military technology over to them, when it 
should be done by Americans in the U.S. 
 
The relationship with such an important and strategic ally in the Middle East is more important 
now than ever, but the U.S. core values cannot easily oversee the human rights violations and 
casualties these bring up. It is vital to weigh out the situation and balance out what is in the best 
interest of the U.S. in order to resolve issues and be able to react on a short- and long-term basis. 
 
U.S.-Iranian Relations 

Iran and the U.S. have had more than 65 years of tricky relations, and it has not gotten any more 
amicable in recent history. Tense relations date back to the CIA-orchestrated 1953 overthrow of 
the elected prime minister Mohammad Mosaddeq, who was looking to nationalize Iran’s oil 
industry, all the way to the U.S. withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA).  
 
Before 1921, when the the Pahlavi Dynasty (the Shahs) supported by the U.K. came to power, 
there were two main dynasties—the Safavids and the Qajars—who are responsible of two of the 

3 https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2019-10-05/jama-khashoggi-murder-one-year-later 
4https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2019/07/29/us-senate-allows-arms-sales-to-saudi-arabia-sustaini
ng-trump-vetoes/ 
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most important aspects of today’s Iran: making Shia Islam the official state religion and giving 
the Muslim clergy important political power. The Shia saw themselves as the party of the 
oppressed standing up against the wealthy and powerful, and this connection between religious 
faith and social justice was extremely important to the revolution against the Shahs in 1979. This 
dynasty had aimed to have what they called a “White Revolution” in the country, which led to an 
economic rise in the late 1960s due to the increase in oil demand. However, there was opposition 
to this government, led by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, a Shia Cleric. The mixture between the 
Shia Islam motivation, the dissatisfied Iranians that overthrew the corrupt government, and the 
escalating situation of unemployment and poor living conditions all led to the start of the 1979 
Iranian Revolution.  
 
After overthrowing the regime, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini took over the country and Iran 
officially became the Islamic Republic of Iran, which was to be led by a Sharia law scholar who 
should have the total ultimate authority. Khomeini took absolutely total power, and because of 
the complicated link between politics and religion in Iran, he could even decide directly in the 
name of Islam. The second phase of this revolution, while the Islamic republic being born, was 
more chaotic and related to the U.S. This involved burning of American flags and taking 
approximately 60 American hostages who worked for the embassy in Iran, who were finally 
freed in January 1981. This started creating tension between these two countries, and the U.S. 
went on and backed up Iraq after they invaded Iran in a war that lasted eight years. All this set 
the tone for the relations in the following decades.  5

 
In the early twenty-first century, an opposition group revealed that Iran was developing nuclear 
facilities with a uranium enrichment plan. The U.S. immediately accused Iran of developing a 
clandestine nuclear weapons program. This nascent nuclear program was addressed by the U.N., 
the U.S. and the EU with supervisions and several rounds of sanctions against President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s conservative government. This caused the Iran economy to suffer 
drastically. It was only after more than 10 years, in 2013, that U.S. President Barack Obama and 
the modern Iranian president, Hassan Rouhani, came to speaking terms, and two years later in 
2015, Iran agreed to sign the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), also known more 
colloquially as the Iran Nuclear Deal.   6

 
Under this accord, a group of world 
powers (P5 + Germany) agreed to lift 
the economic sanctions on Iran in 
return for Iran limiting its nuclear 
activities and allowing for international 
inspections. Most importantly, they 
agreed to reduce the amount of 
uranium used as well as the percentage 
of enrichment of the uranium that they 
do use. The use of nuclear fuel 

5https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8w4Ku6l7OEI&list=PLBCGrLcXkHHXAsOHu4NJyxu4ap
0yuo1Yv&index=4&t=613s 
6 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CgoyEtqmFI 
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depends on this percentage; for a nuclear weapon a country would need about 90% enrichment, 
while for medical uses nuclear enrichment would only have to reach 20%, and for energy 
production enrichment would stay at around 3.7%. Iran agreed to stay at or below the 3.7% limit 
of enrichment.  7

 
One major critique of the JCPOA is that it does not address non-nuclear issues with Iran. 
Although U.S. differences with Iran extend beyond its nuclear program, many saw lifting 
sanctions solely for stopping uranium enrichment as too sweet of a deal for the country. Iran has 
generally supported groups the U.S. views as a threat, such as Hezbollah, Shia militias in Iraq, 
Houthis in Yemen, or opposition to Israel. 
 
Legitimate critics of the JCPOA do not generally object to the idea that the deal would prevent 
nuclear weapon development or at least make it exorbitantly difficult, but they maintain that the 
money the Iranian government receives from the deal will fund the Iranian military and by 
extension, the Revolutionary Guard, which the U.S. has recently declared a terrorist 
organization. 
 
One influence staunchly in opposition to the JCPOA is Israel. While they do not want Iran to 
have nuclear capabilities, it also views the deal as too kind to Iran and sees the JCPOA as a 
dangerous gateway to friendlier relations with its main regional rival. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu pleaded with the Obama administration to not follow through with the deal. 
 
The 2016 election of President Donald Trump marked a change in this relation. Donald Trump 
campaigned on a platform that the Iran deal is defective at its core, and in 2018, he officially 
announced that the U.S. would withdraw from the JCPOA, or the Iran Nuclear Deal.  
With this announcement the U.S. administration reimposed tough economic sanctions on Iranian 
oil and banking sectors that had previously been lifted. They argued that Iran had not lived up to 
their end of the agreement, and thus the JCPOA was null and void. Trump added that the deal 
should include Iran’s military pursuits in the region and its ballistic missile program. Not 
everyone in the U.S. government agrees with this stance, including some prominent Democrats. 
This was the starting point for an escalation of tensions, both within the U.S. administration and 
abroad.  
 
From May to November 2018, the U.S. continued to make demands and Iran continued to deny 
them, which lead to the U.S. reinstating severe economic sanctions on many different business 
sectors (aviation, cars, pistachios, goald, oil, banks, etc.). 
 
For the first time in history, from April to May 2019, Trump designated another country’s 
military, the elite Islamic Revolutionary Guard Cops, as a foreign terrorist organization, to which 
Teheran responded declaring the U.S. as a “state sponsor of terrorism.” The tension continued to 
increase in the following ways:  

● The U.S. sent aircraft carrier groups and Air Force bombers to the Middle East and in 
response to warnings. 

● Iran prepared to enrich uranium to more than the limits set in the nuclear deal 

7 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqvghou5m3U 
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● The United Arab States had some of their bunkers “sabotaged” 
● The US supports Riyadh and blames Iran for the attacks by Yemen’s Houthi rebels on 

Saudi Arabia’s oil pipelines, accusing Iran of arming the Houthis. 
● Japan intervened by offering to broker dialogue between U.S. and Iran  
● Trump said the U.S. is “not looking for a regime change in Iran,” while Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei said he “doesn’t consider Trump as a person worthy of exchanging messages 
with.” 

 
In June through September 2019, the Pentagon authorized deployment of more troops to the 
Middle East, Iranian forces shot down a U.S. military drone, and though both countries confirm 
the incident, they diverge on whether this aircraft was within Iran’s territory or not. Both 
countries continued threatening each other, and affirmed they were ready to attack and respond 
in case it was needed. Moreover, the tensions in the Gibraltar and Hormuz continued rising, with 
conflicts over the oil tankers transported through the Gulfs. Also, Iran unveiled a new missile 
defense system and further exceeded nuclear-deal limits. On September 10, 2019, John Bolton 
was pushed out of power because of disputes over how to handle this and other challenges the 
U.S. was facing. Finally, Donald Trump lashed out on Iran during the last UNGA meeting on 
September 24, 2019, calling Iran a “security threat to peace-loving nations and the number one 
state sponsor of terrorism” and calling countries around the world to tighten the economic 
sanctions around them.  8

 
U.S.-Israel Relations 
 
From the standpoint of the international 
community, Israel has always been the 
international pariah. The international 
community has been accused of 
unfairly targeting Israel with the 
copious U.N. resolutions over the years. 
Many of these would have passed if the 
United States, a member of the U.N. 
with a considerable amount of power 
and a permanent veto on the Security 
Council, had not stymied efforts. 
 
U.S. aid to Israel has come in multiple 
parts. First, the U.S. has continued to 
shield Israel from international 
repercussions for its actions, such as 
occupying parts of the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank, which many members of the international community see as reprehensible. Second, 
the U.S. provides monetary aid to Israel annually, although in the past Israel has been more 
dependent on U.S. monetary aid than it is today. The majority of U.S. aid comes in the form of 

8 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/iran-standoff-timeline-key-events-190622063937627.html 
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military aid. Considering other U.S. allies, many of these privileges are exclusive to Israel due to 
strong Congressional support for the U.S.-Israel strategic alliance. 
 
Although the two countries disagree on countless issues, it is a strategic alliance that exists 
between Israel and the United States. It provides a desirable military foothold in the region for 
the U.S. Additionally, the U.S. and Israel share certain values, such as democracy, that are 
generally absent within the region. By supporting Israel, the U.S. is supporting the strongest 
democracy in the region. 
 
U.S. Participation in the Yemen War  
 
Overview of Yemen War and U.S. Participation 
In November 2011, after many other countries in the region had toppled dictators and started 
revolutions, the Yemenis wanted a change as well. Their President Ali Abdullah Saleh was 
forced to hand over power to his deputy Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi. However, this political 
transition to government resulted in a great increase in unemployment, food insecurity, suicide 
bombings and the rising of a separatist movement in the south of the country. This was the 
beginning of the war that has now lasted for many years. On one side of this war there are the 
Houthis, who are a political Shia rebel group that are still loyal to the former president. The other 
side are forces that naturally support the new Hadi’s government. This greatly escalated in 2014, 
when the rebel forces took over the country’s capital Sana’a, followed by them trying to take 
control over the whole territory.  
 
Shortly after negotiations failed, the rebels exiled President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi and 
forced his resignation. By 2015, the president, with the full backing of a Saudi Arabia-led 
coalition, launched a campaign of economic isolation and air strikes against the insurgents. The 
U.S. provided logistical and intelligence support. Iran and allies provided diplomatic and 
logistical support to the Houthi rebels in response. The civil war raged on with no end in sight, 
and multiple rounds of peace talks failed to materially change the situation. The intervention of 
these powers in Yemen brought the country into the wider Sunni-Shia divide . A Saudi naval 
blockade, established in 2015, intercepted Iranian weapons shipments to Houthi rebels. In 
response, Iran dispatched it’s naval convoy, drastically increasing the potential for direct military 
conflict. 
 
Parallel to the military conflict is a humanitarian crisis that threatens to engulf the country. The 
U.N. estimates that civilian casualties or injuries have exceeded 15,000. In addition, eight million 
civilians are at risk of famine and outbreaks of cholera have affected over one million people.  A 9

UNSC report said that both sides had committed human rights atrocities, particularly airstrikes 
and explosive ordinances that disproportionately targeted civilians.  10

 
 

9 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1800513.pdf 
10 https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/war-yemen 
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U.S. Participation in the Syrian Civil War  
The beginnings of the Syrian Crisis were in 2011, when mass protests erupted in Syria as part of 
the larger Arab Spring movement of the time. Protesting against economic stagnation, restricted 
personal freedoms, and a lack of democracy, thousands of Syrians took to the streets. Eventually, 
the protests turned into violent confrontations between the Syrian Army and protestors who were 
becoming increasingly armed. As the government response to these protests became more and 
more brutal, opposition groups evolved into rebel groups, and the Syrian protests turned into the 
Syrian Civil War, which is dated as having started in 2012. 
 
As the Syrian Civil War escalated, the international community proposed several solutions that 
would favor the rebel groups and disadvantaged Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.The most 
popular proposal, spearheaded by the United States, was to impose a no-fly zone over large 
swathes of Syria not controlled by the government. While this strategy was implemented in 
contemporary conflict zones, like Libya, a no-fly zone was never put over Syria. An increasing 
death toll from the war sparked international coverage, and the NATO coalition came under 
considerable pressure from the diplomatic community to intervene somehow in the war.  
 
This led to then-U.S. President Barack Obama to declare his infamous “red line” in 2012, which 
stated that if the Syrian government used chemical weapons, the United States would directly 
intervene on humanitarian grounds against the Syrian Armed Forces. This “red line” was crossed 
exactly one year after President Obama’s speech, and the United States did not directly intervene 
as they had warned. This severely undercut American credibility in the conflict and emboldened 
the Assad government to step up its attacks on the rebel groups, which by then had largely 
separated into religious groups and secular groups. Secular groups like the Free Syrian Army 
(FSA) and Kurdish militias (YPG and YPJ) tended to get more support from the United States, 
whereas anti-government religious groups tended to have dealings with, or be extremists with 
links to terrorist groups. These religious groups were mostly funded by countries like Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey.  
 
In 2014, the dynamic of the war changed. Two things happened that year: the Russians 
intervened on the side of Syrian government, and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 
seized swathes of northern Iraq and eastern Syria. ISIS foreign recruitment, brutal atrocities, and 
sleep cell attacks caused a massive international backlash, and the United States was soon head 
of a broad international coalition dedicated to defeating ISIS. After the inauguration of President 
Donald Trump, the United States’ position on Syria has at times varied. At first, cursory air 
strikes against the Syrian Government signalled American disapproval for the Assad 
government, but by the present day, the Trump administration has begun the process of ending 
American involvement in Syria.  
 
Current Situation 
 
Yemen  
As it stands, the war remains a stalemate. From 2015 onward, though the front lines have at 
times seemed fluid and in a state of constant motion, the end result has brought Yemen to a 
similar strategic place as it stood at war’s outset. Iranian-backed Houthis control the western 



quarter of the country, including the capital. 
The rest of Yemen is largely controlled by the 
forces of the Saudi-backed regime, with a few 
notable pockets of Al Qaeda or Islamic State 
jurisdiction. The Saudi coalition remains 
largely intact, with the notable exception of the 
UAE, which has chosen to pursue a more 
independent path. Earlier in 2019, Abu Dhabi 
seemingly broke off from the Saudi alliance 
and began supporting a third faction in the war, 
the Southern Transitional Council. This did not 
materialize into a major front of the war, and as 
of November 5, 2019, an agreement has been 
reached in the interest of maintaining a united 
front against Tehran-aligned forces. A peace 
between the Yemeni government and the 
Houthis remains elusive.  
 
Syria  
At present, the country can broadly be divided into four zones of control. Assad’s incumbent 
Syrian government directly controls the largest of these segments. From 2015 to 2016, his 

regime seemed on the brink of 
collapse, with rebels on the doorstep 
of Damascus and ISIS militants 
advancing miles each day. Today, he 
has retaken roughly 75 percent of 
the country, turning civil war in his 
favor in terms of regime 
preservation. This reversal of 
fortunes did not occur in a vacuum. 
Two alliances have proven critical to 
the Syrian government’s survival: 
Iran and Russia. Before the war 
began, both states already had a 
history of close ties with Syria. 
Russia used the country primarily as 
a strategic toehold in the Middle 
East and as a means of projecting 
naval power in the Eastern 
Medditeranian. For Iran, the country 



served as a springboard for various Tehran-aligned groups, such as Hezbollah. Both states have 
provided significant military assistance to Assad over the course of the war, most notably during 
Russia’s 2015-2016 bombardment of Aleppo.  
 
Occupying a quarter of the country, the various Kurdish militias represent the single most 
powerful anti-government force in the country. Until October 2019, they represented the primary 
avenue of U.S. influence in the war, receiving training, arms, and limited ground support from 
Washington. Kurdish forces in Syria and Iraq bore the brunt of combating ISIS during the 

terrorist group’s rise and 
eventually proved instrumental 
in its eventual defeat with the 
Kurdish force’s seizure of 
Raqqa in 2017.  
 
Geographically, Syria’s Kurds 
have anchored themselves 
along the Euphrates River, 
using the natural barrier it 
provides as a defensible border 
with Assad-controlled Syria. 
However, the greatest threat to 
Kurdish survival comes not 
from Damascus in the west but 
Ankara to the north. On 
October 9, 2019, Turkey 
launched a major offense to 
the Kurdish territories, with 
the stated goal of establishing 
a buffer zone along the border 
after pushing 20 miles into the 

territory. Though 20 miles might appear inconsequential, the lands nearest to the Turkish border 
make up the bulk of the economically productive territory in the region, containing the bulk of 
Kurdish controlled arable land, as well as notable oil deposits. Simply put, a Turkish invasion of 
Northern Syria destroys the economic foundation of any potential Kurdish state. Up until the 
Turkish incursion, the Kurds were able to expand and even prosper through their security 
agreement with the United States. Given the overwhelming superiority of the Turkish armed 
forces, in the absence of American support, they will likely need to find another strong 
international backer in order to maintain control of their territories. A requirement for a new 
warden, should the Kurds succeed in courting one, is a shared interest in containing Turkish 



power in the region. As a result, the next best alternative to the United States is Assad himself, 
and uneasy agreements between the two are in their earliest stages.  
 
Key Terms 
 

● Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula: Yemen-based Al-Qaeda branch 
● Southern Transitional Council (STC) : Seperatist group in Southern Yemen 
● Axis of Resistance: The Axis of Resistance is a geopolitical and military alliance between 

the Syrian Government, the Iranian Government and the Hezbollah political group in 
Lebanon that seeks to counter Western and Israeli power and influence in the Middle 
East. They also collectively counter Saudi Arabia and its alliance of Sunni Arab states.  

● Houthi Rebels: This is a political and militaristic movement in Northern Yemen seeking 
to rebel against the current government in the country. Their military movement has 
successfully taken over the capital of Sana’a and has overthrown the internationally 
recognized political regime. The Saudi Arabian government is leading a coalition to 
remove them from power in the region. 

● Syrian Kurdish Forces (YPG): The strongest Kurdish militia group which currently fights 
alongside the Syrian opposition as well as against Islamic State fighters. They are seen as 
closely interrelated to the PKK, though at the moment they do not hold the same terrorist 
organization designation from the U.S. and the EU that the PKK has.  

● Kurdish PKK: The Kurdistan Workers Party is a political group in Iraq and Turkey that 
has been in a constant state of armed conflict with the Turkish government for over 40 
years. Turkey and the United States consider the PKK a terrorist organization.  

● Syrian Arab Army (SAA) and National Defense Force (NDF) : The SAA, the principal 
government military force in Syria, and the NDF, a pro-government militia organization 
make up the bulk of the Pro-Government Syrian Forces. They are backed up by 
Hezbollah, Russia and Iran.  

● Free Syrian Army (FSA): Umbrella group for those who support the opposition Syrian 
National Council (SNC) against the Assad government.  

● Friends of Syria: Countries that actively support the opposition in Syria. The 2017 
Friends of Syria meeting drew 17 foreign ministers, a steep drop from the 60 nations that 
had attended the first 2012 meeting.  11

 
Discussion Questions  
 
The recent protests in Iraq represent a new and tumultuous time for the Middle East. What steps 
can the U.S. take to ensure we don’t get dragged into any more protracted conflicts in the region 
while not deserting our allies at the same time?  
 

11 https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2017-10-31/syrias-fair-weather-friends 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2017-10-31/syrias-fair-weather-friends


Iran has largely abandoned key provisions of the JCPOA, resuming nuclear enrichment, building 
stockpiles, and denying the accreditation of IAEA inspectors.  How do we best curtail their 12

uranium enrichment ambitions?  13

 
Despite our rivalry with Russia and their general support of Iranian ambitions in the Middle East, 
they have provided something of a mediating voice in the conflicts in Syria and Yemen and have 
been effective against ISIS and other terrorists. Should we consider allowing them some 
influence in the region, or should we push pack wholeheartedly against any continued Russian 
encroachment?  
 
Bloc Positions  
 
Involvement in Yemen  
Our legislative branch passed a resolution to end our involvement in the Yemeni Civil War, a 
move which would have gone into effect if not for a veto by President Trump.  President Trump 14

said that “We cannot end the conflict in Yemen through political documents … peace in Yemen 
requires a negotiated settlement.”  Should we continue our involvement in Yemen to stand by a 15

key ally and stand against Iranian influence, or should we attempt to decrease our involvement in 
the face of a growing humanitarian crisis? And if we did decide to decrease our involvement, 
then how do we ensure the effort won’t fail like the aforementioned resolution?  
 
Prioritizing Good Relations with the Kurds vs. Turkey 
The political consensus on U.S. withdrawal from Syria is that we are ditching a key ally, the 
Kurds, to kowtow to the wish of a sometimes-ally in President Erdogan. The truth is less 
clear-cut, given that our influence in the Middle East depends on balancing various allies who all 
have differing objectives.  
 
Continued Arms Sales to Saudi Arabia 
We recently passed the one year anniversary of the killing of journalist James Khashoggi by 
Saudi Arabia. In the last month, we have found out that Saudi Arabia recruited Twitter 
employees to spy on dissidents.  Is there a point at which we should reconsider our strong 16

alliance with Saudi Arabia, and should our partnership include the continued sales of arms to the 
Kingdom, which reached more than 8 billion USD in 2019?   17

 
Pursuing Continued Sanctions with Iran vs. Renegotiation of the JCPOA 
Iran has largely abandoned key provisions of the JCPOA, resuming nuclear enrichment, building 
stockpiles and denying the accreditation of IAEA inspectors.  We could attempt to increase 1819

12 https://www.politico.com/news/2019/11/08/pompeo-iran-iaea-nuclear-068264 
13 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/nov/05/iran-announces-injection-of-uranium-gas-into-1044-centrifuge
s  
14 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/16/us/politics/trump-veto-yemen.html 
15 ibid 
16 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-50324977 
17https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2019/07/29/us-senate-allows-arms-sales-to-saudi-arabia-sustaining-tr
ump-vetoes/ 
18 https://www.politico.com/news/2019/11/08/pompeo-iran-iaea-nuclear-068264 
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our sanctions in a push to draw concessions but additional sanctions will only be successful if we 
stop the oil smuggling to China and other countries  and manage to get Europe on board.  20 21

Alternatively, we could promise to draw back some sanctions if Iran ceases enrichment and 
continues to abide by the rules of the JCPOA.  
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Cabinet of the United States 2019 
Topic: United States Domestic Affairs  
 
Introduction 
 
No one ever said being part of the U.S. Cabinet was a boring job. As part of this cabinet, you will 
help the U.S. and President Trump handle a host of domestic issues from election woes to a 
looming economic slowdown, to an influx of border migrants. Democratic Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
has made the momentous decision to initiate a formal impeachment inquiry against President 
Trump, and gaining back stability and political leverage will be key in order to get back to the 
business of governing this great country.  
 
Impeachment and Political Turmoil 
 
In September 2019, Democratic Speaker  Nancy Pelosi announced the House would initiate a 
formal impeachment inquiry.  Pelosi declared that Trump’s diplomatic overtures in Ukraine 1

amounted to a “betrayal of his oath of office, betrayal of our national security and betrayal of the 
integrity of our elections.” For the past few years, talk of impeachment has centered around the 
“Mueller Report”  and Russian Collusion  during the 2016 election, but this latest push by Pelosi 2 3

and Democrats instead chooses to engage in unsubstantiated arguments that President Trump 
engaged in quid pro quo discussions with Ukraine in order to investigate Former Vice President 
Joe Biden and his son. The danger to the Trump administration comes in no small part from the 
simplicity of the so-called “scandal.” Whereas the Mueller Witch Hunt was a convoluted and 
complicated series of reports and hearings that became muddled with secondary accusations such 
as “obstruction of justice,” the Ukranian “scandal” is comparatively more simple and clear to 
explain to the public.  
 
Ukraine and Biden Investigation 
Democrats and the mainstream media claim that President Trump called Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky and pressured him to investigate political rival, Joe Biden. With little to no 
evidence, Democrats have stated that:  
 

● President Trump withheld aid money to pressure Ukraine to agree to a Biden 
investigation.  4

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/24/us/politics/democrats-impeachment-trump.html 
2 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/18/us/politics/the-mueller-report-excerpts.html 
3 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/19/opinion/trump-russians-indictment-collusion.html 
4 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/trump-ordered-hold-on-military-aid-days-before-calling-
ukrainian-president-officials-say/2019/09/23/df93a6ca-de38-11e9-8dc8-498eabc129a0_story.html 
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● President Trump’s administration moved the transcript of the Ukraine call to an 
ultra-secure server to tamp down on criticism.   5

● President Trump used trade negotiations with China to encourage Xi Jinping and the PRC 
government to investigate Biden in order to weaken him prior to the 2020 presidential 
election.  6

 
In fact, these accusations are either false or wildly misrepresented. The call with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky was routine diplomacy, calling to “congratulate Mr. Zelensky on 
his party’s victory in Parliament.”  The administration even took the bold step of releasing a 7

five-page transcript of the call in order to tamp down on misinformation about the nature of the 
call. There was no quid pro quo, the temporary freeze of aid money was done independently of 
any corruption investigation  and was done because of fears that bureaucratic corruption in the 8

Ukranian government would ruin the intended purpose of the aid money. The mention of Joe and 
Hunter Biden is in the broader context of fighting corruption, not as some unnecessary form of 
political retribution. Moreover, the anonymous whistleblower was not on the call to Ukraine and 
is making the unsubstantiated complaint based on secondhand information.  9

 
Prominent Democratic figures 
have been calling for impeachment 
for some time now. This Ukrainian 
“Scandal” simply provided the 
necessary impetus. This 
administration must push back 
against unfounded accusations and 
continue the business of governing 
with a minority party in the Senate 
and a majority party in the House 
that would prefer to grandstand 
than to legislate. 
  
 
 

5 
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on=click&module=STYLN_menu_trump&variant=1_menu_trump&state=default&pgtype=Article&region=h
eader 
6 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/03/us/politics/trump-china-bidens.html 
7 https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-ukraine-transcript-fizzle-11569455303 
8 https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/24/donald-trump-ukraine-military-aid-1509070 
9 https://www.apnews.com/2305510b6e23498c9298ed597ddccbac 
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Economic Slowdown 
 
Unemployment is at a 50-year low,  and wages are up across all market segments. This 10

economic growth is helping all demographics and is another example of how cutting regulation 
and taxes can help propel our economy. Nevertheless, naysayers in the media warn of a recession 
due to slow global economic growth,  a weak manufacturing sector, and the effect of Chinese 11

tariffs. It also doesn’t help that the Federal 
Reserve insists on raising interest rates,  12

which could undo the great progress made 
over the past few years. Worryingly so, for 
the first time in the history of the 
administration, the number of Americans who 
disapprove of Trump’s handling of the 
economy has risen to 50%.  Beyond the 13

obvious negative effects of a potential 
slowdown, the political ramifications of a 
recession could prove devastating for the 
Trump administration, whose largest 
legislative reforms so far have been the 2017 
tax cuts. Perhaps, fortunately, in the actual 
event of a recession, it is unlikely anyone would be aware of it until after Trump wins his second 
term.  14

 
Border Crisis  
 
Despite heroic efforts undertaken by ICE and the Trump administration’s commitment to border 
security, 2019 has seen a broad increase in the amount of migrants attempting to cross our 
southern border. The reasons are multi-faceted:  
 

10 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-september-nonfarm-payrolls-grew-steadily-11570192288?mod=hp_majo
r_pos2 
11 https://www.wsj.com/articles/warning-signs-point-to-a-global-slowdown-11565814494 
12 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2019/09/11/donald-trump-federal-reserve-jerome-powell/2283889
001/ 
13 
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/01/trumps-approval-rating-drops-to-new-low-but-most-still-oppose-impeac
hment-cnbc-survey-finds.html 
14 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/why-this-little-known-economic-committee-could--but
-probably-wont--sway-the-election/2019/08/30/de37c2f0-ca94-11e9-a1fe-ca46e8d573c0_story.html 
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Violence: Gang violence in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras have uprooted thousands of 
families and individuals. These migrants head north because they fear persecution by gangs like 
MS-13.  15

 
Poverty: One 2019 U.N. survey found that approximately 70 percent of Latin American migrants 
said they were moving in part in search of better economic opportunities.  Migrants in search of 16

better economic opportunities do not qualify for asylum status. There are those in Trump’s 
administration who would like to decrease the number of these migrants as a way to increase 
economic opportunity for already American citizens. Poverty and violence are tied together and 
feed into each other. Notably, critics in the mainstream media have made bombastic accusations 
at the Trump administration for cutting off economic aid to the “Northern Triangle” of Central 
American countries: Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras. To the contrary of his liberal critics, 
Trump has made it very clear that he is only cutting off this aid until those countries are able to 
exercise  “concrete actions” to address the outward flow of migrants.  17

 
Climate Refugees:  The effects of increased droughts have devastated Central American farmers 
and herders who now face the unenviable choice of making the most from subpar harvests or 
packing up and changing their way of life.  From 2014 to 2016, large swathes of agricultural 18

land in the region were faced with persistent drought, and the region has still not recovered. 
According to the U.N., more than 2.2 million have been affected by food shortages, and of those, 
1.4 million are in need of food aid if they are to avoid malnutrition and famine.  The hotter 19

climate has also caused an epidemic of kidney disease among Central American workers, where 
dehydration and its resulting bodily damage arrive expeditiously than it did a generation ago.  20

Given the accelerating climate calamity and the hostile sociopolitical climate it has fostered in 
Central America, many have chosen to flee. Some of these farmers chose to pay smugglers to 
attempt to cross from Mexico into the United States. With farmers continually producing less 
food and the region falling further into unrest, it is anticipated that countless more migrants will 
attempt to seek shelter in the U.S.  
 

15 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-44532437 
16 https://reliefweb.int/report/mexico/iom-monitors-new-caravans-central-american-migrants-mexico 
17 
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20 https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/03/190314151626.htm 
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