Arab League 2019
Topic: Yemen - Rethinking Approaches to Reaching Political Stability
Topic Overview
As the Yemeni Civil War approaches its fifth year, the death toll continues to mount, reaching
around 91,600 deaths in 2019. To understand the war in Yemen, it is important to first grapple
with the complexity of the conflict and recognize that the situation remains dynamic and
changing. In one sense, the war in Yemen is a civil war pitting the legitimate Yemeni
government led by Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi against the Houthi insurgents. In another, the war
is a regional proxy conflict between Saudi Arabia and Iran as the two powers attempt to establish
regional hegemony at the expense of the other.4
Historical Overview
The war began in 2011 when the Yemen president, Ali Abdullah Saleh was forced to hand over
his power to Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi. Hadi’s administration was hobbled by a variety of
destabilizing factors. He struggled to deal with Yemen’s issues with corruption, unemployment,
food scarcity, and the jihadist groups increasingly aggravated by those issues. The last of these
challenges for Hadi would metastasize into broad and well organized regional militia that
ultimately succeeded in ousting him from the capital of Sanaa. This group was the Houthis, and
they succeeded in taking over the capital in late 2014, forcing Hadi to retreat to Yemen’s eastern
1
provinces.
The Houthi movement, which champions the Aaidi Shia Muslims, continued to grow stronger.
They took advantage of the new weak government and took control of the Saada province and its
neighboring areas. The rugged terrain of Yemen favored the group, in that they were incredibly
difficult to dislodge from a region once they established control.3 This geographic advantage
continues to play a major role in the conflict, where even in the face of an overwhelming air
campaign, the Houthis are able to withstand the damage and retain their ground.
The second front, though, had more to do with the international actors supporting the groups in
the country. It is widely reported that the Yemeni conflict has served as a proxy war between the
two regional powers, Iran and Saudi Arabia and the broader Sunni-Shia divide in the region.
Saudi Arabia and a coalition of the Gulf States supported the Hadi government. In fact, Saudi
Arabia and eight other Arab states were so alarmed by the rise in Houthi power that they began
Conflict Explained in 400 Words.” BBC News. BBC, June 13, 2018.
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an air campaign to help restore the Hadi government. Iran on the other hand, continued to
provide support to the Houthi reign. The United Arab Emirates has also been reported to aid the
secessionist groups in the south of Yemen, though it is unclear how far it is willing to push its
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support.
Another layer to the issue is the increased presence of Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. The
United States continues its counter terrorism operations in the region that it began since the
bombing of the USS Cole in 2000. This includes airstrikes and raids. In 2016, the United States
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has conducted more than 35 airstrikes in Yemen. In 2017 those strikes were increased to 130.
The question now is: what is the key to resolving this issue? Will a resolution of the
Saudi-Iranian conflict resolve the crisis in Yemen? Or is it up to the locals to fight and get the
legitimate Hadi government back to power?
Regional Lens
Outside the domestic situation within Yemen, the conflict can be viewed as part of a regional
struggle between Iran and Saudi Arabia. Both states are far more powerful than either faction in
the war, and as such, hold the power to either perpetuate the conflict indefinitely, or bring about
a ceasefire. Saudi Arabia has made it clear that if a Saudi-friendly government can be placed in
Yemen, it would be willing to step away from the conflict. They fear an Iranian-dominated
Yemen could be used as a springboard for future offensive action in Saudi Arabia itself, which is
a security dilemma they will not tolerate. From the Iranian perspective, its own security is not
nearly in as much jeopardy. Its support for the Houthis serves as an effective and relatively
inexpensive way to ensure the Saudis spend themselves dry in a costly air campaign. By keeping
them occupied in Yemen, they are less able to respond to other Iranian provocations and
encroachments in the region. Thankfully, despite the apparent benefit to a perpetual conflict in
Yemen, moves have been made by Ayatollah Khamenei to soften relations with Oman and
Kuwait, which are two countries part of the Saudi-supported Gulf coalition. It is hoped this could
signal that the Iranians would be willing to come to the negotiating table if they see a greater
benefit in negotiating than continuing the war.
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Saudi Arabia and the United States have continuously seen the Yemeni conflict as a threat to
national security. When Saudi Arabia, United States, and Yemen’s international partners
intervened in Yemen, they had four key objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Restore the legitimate Yemen government (Hadi’s regime)
Prevent a violent Houthi government takeover
Secure the Saudi-Yemeni border
Defeat Iran’s efforts to establish a foothold in the Arabian Peninsula

This coalition’s attempt to bring a swift end to the war did not work out as planned. Due to the
lack of ground presence from other nations, the Hadi government was in a weak position and
unable to defeat the Houthi forces. This was a major loss for the Saudi Arabian government. It
has not only caused a huge hit to their finances, but it also created a strain between Saudi Arabia
and its western allies. For the government of Iran, though, the coalition’s failure has given it
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even more room to operate.
Another point to note is that the UAE is slowly weakening its partnership with the Saudis in
Yemen. The UAE withdrawal from the Arab Coalition signals that they are ready to come to an
agreement with Iran. They are now aiming for diplomacy, not a war between the countries. In
fact, the Southern Transitional Council (STC) has been trained and supported by the UAE, with a
stated mission to take control of the northwestern territories in Yemen. After the STC took
control of Aden, Hadi demanded that UAE be removed from the Arab coalition. Saudi Arabia
and the UAE are now trying to negotiate with the Hadi government and the STC. As of
November 5, an agreement has been reached between the two factions, but it is unclear how
much trust the two parties have for each other.
Humanitarian Crisis
The people of Yemen have borne the brunt of this conflict. With no stable seat government,
infrastructure has crumbled and Yemen has become the largest humanitarian crisis in the world.
The Emergency Relief Coordinator Mark Lowcock has reported that more than 120,000 people
have been displaced since June 2019. Since March 2015, more than 17.8 million people have
suffered from water shortages, 7.4 million people are in need of food, and 19.7 million people
need access to healthcare.
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According to the UNICEF Humanitarian Report, from January 1, 2019 to July 31,2019, there
have been 543,758 suspected cases of Cholera identified in the region. Of those cases, 785 have
recorded associated deaths. UNICEF was able to provide 1,721,300 Oral Cholera Vaccines
(OCV) to combat the disease. Children under the age of five make up more than 27.9 percent of
these cases. To reduce the spread of disease, Consultation Committees have started a
community-based cleaning campaign. These campaigns have resulted in cleaning the slum
territories and have made great strides in eliminating the risk of Cholera in these areas.

Additionally, 357,487 children under five are reported to be suffering from acute malnutrition in
the country. Of these children, 159,472 children have been able to be treated. A huge obstacle for
humanitarian organizations in Yemen is ease of movement. In order to get from the south to the
west coast of the country, they have to ask for special permissions from territorial authorities and
undergo time-consuming bureaucratic processes. Despite these barriers, there is some positive
news to report. UNICEF has provided micronutrient powder supplementation to 882,105 of the
children, 468,613 children received deworming medications, and 1,425,202 PLW have received
counseling on Infant and Young Child Supplementation.

A recent report notes the results of UNICEF’s continued efforts to maintain water supply
systems in major cities and rural areas. They have been able to provide support to 2.3 million
people. This includes maintenance of wastewater treatment plants, solid waste management and
emergency maintenance of sewage systems. They are also planning to expand water and
sanitation projects at 70 locations in Yemen. UNICEF was also able to provide IDPs with
emergency water trucking, construction of latrines, and distribution of hygiene kits and hygiene
promotion.
UNICEF’s efforts have been achieved at a 29 percent funding gap. As projects need expansion
and the humanitarian crisis worsens, more and more funding will be needed to support the people
of Yemen. In fact, due to denial of humanitarian access by local authorities, the World Food
Programme has suspended their food assistance in Sana. This means that more than 850,000
beneficiaries will be affected by this. Overall, UNICEF has funded more than 536 million dollars
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towards the Yemen Humanitarian Crisis.

All of this brings the Arab League to a critical point in its mission to alleviate the suffering of the
Yemeni people. It is clear that the quickest way to do this would be for the conflict to end, or for
a ceasefire to be negotiated. There are many difficulties involved in such an undertaking, and
“UNICEF Yemen Humanitarian Situation Report (July 2019) [EN/AR] - Yemen.” ReliefWeb.
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generally speaking, there are better diplomatic channels to attempt them in. Until that lofty goal
is reached, the international community, and specifically the members of this body, will need to
help alleviate the humanitarian crisis by any means necessary, including looking to potentially
new means of doing so.
There are several aspects of the humanitarian crisis that can be considerably improved, even
without a conclusion of war. At present, there exists no streamlined method for aid workers to
traverse the country swiftly and safety. The delays are unnecessary in mosts cases and are merely
the result of inefficient bureaucracy. The Arab League can look to the example of U.N. Security
Council Resolution 2165, which outlines the legal authority of the U.N. and other aid workers to
enter Syria and travel through the territory and its battlespace without harassment. While this is
not a foolproof solution, by following the resolution’s passage, it has become easier for medical
supplies, food, and water to reach areas in Syria that need it. A thorough examination of the
benefits and drawbacks of the resolution ought to be considered before a measure of similar
intent and impact is implemented in Yemen.
An additional issue revolves around the state of Yemeni infrastructure. Naturally, over the course
of a 5-year civil war and aerial bombardment campaign, numerous pieces of infrastructure have
been destroyed, especially in areas closest to the fighting. However, even in areas not directly
affected by combat, infrastructure has degraded due to the collapse in state authority. Moreover,
the country has been struck by record drought in recent years, meaning even communities which
were previously self-sufficient in food and water production are suddenly in need of assistance.
These areas are faced with crippling shortages of food, water, and medicine as though they were
under siege. As an added challenge, the ability of aid workers to reach remote settlements is
increasingly hindered by issue of the same crumbling infrastructure. Though the inertia of the
war does not appear to be swinging towards peace in the near future, the sooner the League
begins serious discussions on how to help rebuild the fractured country, the sooner the people of
Yemen can return to the life they once had.
Discussion Questions
● How can the international community come to a consensus on how to end the war in
Yemen? What personal interests do each of the Arab League countries have to keep the
war going?
● How can we deal with the refugee spillover caused by the Yemeni Civil War? Who does
the burden fall on?
● What is the best way to distribute aid within Yemen and ensure that it reaches those in
need?

● What role should the rest of the international community (including NGO’s and the
West) have within this crisis? Should we let them intervene or keep it an Arab issue?
Key Terms
●
●
●
●

The Gulf War
The Southern Transitional Council
UNICEF
UN Security Council Resolution 2165
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Arab League
Topic: Addressing the Destabilizing Aspects of Social Media
Topic Overview
One of the most revolutionary changes of the
modern era has been the rapid, unprecedented
growth and usage of social media. Large tech
companies like Facebook have made their
unprecedented rise solely off of creating large
networks that connect people, but also serve as
hotbeds for modern organization and dissemination
of information. Unfortunately, though, this
newfound technology has an aggressive dark side,
as countries within the Arab League are well aware.
As the percentage of social media users has increased in Middle Eastern countries, the illicit
nature of social media has also begun to play a more significant role in the region. Not only have
destabilizing movements used social media to organize, terrorist groups—like the
recently-defeated Islamic State—have used disinformation campaigns on social media to recruit
and used these digital mediums to communicate more effectively to destroy local and federal
governments. Ultimately, the growth of social media means that other groups looking to
destabilize and weaken governments of nations within the Arab League will find it increasingly
easy to do so through social media. Therefore, it’s important for the Arab League to move
towards measures to mitigate the influence of this newly growing threat.
Historical Background
Social media usage in the Middle East
has been slowly expanding ever since
the beginning of this decade, as more
and more people, especially the youth,
have been building their social media
networks in this region. By April of
2011, social media usage in the Arab
1
world surpassed 28 million users. This
growing trend’s influence was made
clear at the beginning of the decade
1

http://www.thenational.ae/news/uae-news/facebook-and-twitter-key-to-arab-spring-uprisings-report

through 2012, during the protests that rocked North Africa and the Middle East known as the
Arab Spring. Beginning in December of 2010, with the self-immolation of Mohamed Bouazizi in
Tunisia, protests against the autocratic states in the region and calls for democratization spread
outwards from Tunisia to Algeria, Jordan, Egypt, and Yemen, then to a variety of different other
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countries. However, a few key states were the centerpiece of the largest protests and change,
namely Bahrain, Egypt, Libya, Syria, Tunisia, and Yemen.
In Bahrain, the protests centered mainly around human rights, not leadership. Beginning in
3
February, more than 150,000 protestors were actively marching in areas of Bahrain. However,
this revolution was successfully put down in a violent crackdown, having arrested nearly 3,000
prisoners, and having systematically tortured those that they arrested. Over 80 people died during
4
the course of the protests.
In Egypt, protests began in January of 2011, and focused on removing President Hosini Mubarak
from office. Ultimately, due to these protests, Mubarak resigned from the presidency in
February, and handed power over to the Armed Forces, who dissolved the Parliament and
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suspended the Constitution. While Mohamed Morsi, Egypt’s first democratically elected
president, was sworn in, by July 2013, the military had overthrown Morsi and taken control of
the country, appointing General Abdel Fattah el-Sisi to the executive head of Egypt, the position
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he now holds until 2030.
However, in both Syria, Libya, and Yemen,
these protests sparked much larger civil
wars, that still continue to have ripple
effects across the Middle East. In Libya,
attempts to depose Muammar Gadaffi
sparked protests that started in February.
However, during the course of these
protests, government responses pushed the
death toll into the thousands, leading to
intervention from countries like the United
States, the United Kingdom, and a variety
7
of other states in the Middle East. Ultimately, though Gadaffi was deposed and eventually
killed, the civil war continues to this day. The Syrian Civil War was also sparked by Arab Spring
2
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protests, beginning as a response to police brutality and spiraling into calls for the removal of
President Bashar al-Assad. These protests, and the ramping death toll, sparked the creation of the
8
rebel Free Syrian Army, driving Syria into the Civil War that still wages. Finally, in Yemen,
protests against then-President Ali Abdullah Saleh drove Yemen to ultimately replace him with a
democratically-elected Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. Despite this initial victory, Houthi rebels
overthrew his government in 2015 and started the Yemeni Civil War, which, due to Saudi
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Arabian intervention, has led to a surge of deaths in the country, especially towards civilians.
Only Tunisia, the country that arguably sparked the Arab Spring, saw a change towards actual
democratization. Following the self-immolation of Bouazizi, street demonstrations eventually
outed President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, ending his 23-year long reign. After some
governmental reshuffling—including the next Prime Minister Mohamed Ghannouchi also
resigning—lead to Beji Caid Essibsi becoming Prime Minister. In January of 2014, Tunisia also
adopted a new Constitution, which increased human rights, gender equality, and creatd an open
government, which was followed up with its first parliamentary elections since the Arab Spring
10
in October of that year.
Ultimately, these protests were initially rather successful in enacting some level of change.
Rulers in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen had been forced from power, civil uprisings had
risen in many other countries, and protests had occurred in countries like Algeria, Iran, Oman,
and Sudan. Smaller aftershock protests even hit states like Saudi Arabia and Mauritiana.
Regardless of success, though, social media played a role in sparking and exacerbating the
protests. During the protests from 2011 to 2012, social media usage almost doubled in Arab
countries. In that vein, nine out of 10 Egyptians and Tunisians said in a poll that they had used
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Facebook as a means to organize protests and spread awareness. People created pages on
Facebook to pick dates and spread awareness of planned protests, but also to document human
12
rights abuses that were taking place during the protests. Social media provided the protestors
with a new way to gain and spread information that regimes of this country didn’t necessarily
have the means to control, which shaped how citizens were actually able to learn about and
participate in protests. In many countries, like Egypt, the usage of social media in this unique
context led to governments, like in Egypt, to restrict internet access, or block it entirely, during
the protests. Governments have also used these forums to find dissenters and suppress their
efforts to spread these ideologies by shutting their communication down or arresting them for
8
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unrelated crimes. Access to an unprecedented level of communication, information, and visuals
of the protests exposed the leaders of these Middle Eastern states to a new kind of mobilized
protest, sparking mass destabilization across the region.
Linked to that idea of destabilization exacerbated by social media usage is one of the largest
modern terrorist threats that has only recently been defeated in the Islamic State. The group has
been revolutionary in using social
media as a tool to spread propaganda
and enhance their recruitment efforts.
Through propaganda videos, flyers,
and text, the organization built a
strong following, successfully
recruiting thousands of followers, even
from the Western world. Beginning in
2013, the organization started using
mainstream social media, like Twitter
and YouTube, until these companies
started banning all ISIS content, at
14
which point ISIS switched over to platforms like Telegram, Surespot, and the Dark Web. On
these sources, ISIS produces propaganda videos that have topics like executions or
documentaries. These videos typically have a fairly high quality, due to ISIS’s team of over 100
15
media production agents that are dedicated to creating these videos. In many of these videos,
ISIS focuses on the ideas of brotherhood within ISIS, and targets countries within the western
world. These videos effectively target people who are looking for status, revenge, thrill,
ideology, or justice, most of which are linked to harms due to collateral damage as a result of
western involvement in the Middle East due to the Iraq War or the Syrian Civil War.
Additionally, the videos that show acts of brutality, like executions, are designed to spread terror.
Current Situation
Social media’s destabilizing influence has continued to play a role in many different states, even
beyond the Middle East. For example, the 2016 American Presidential election was one of the
most significant examples of an actual state government using social media to attack another
nation. Prior to the election taking place, as many as 13 percent of voters were undecided going
13
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into the election. However, several disinformation campaigns ordered by the Kremlin
influenced these voters towards Donald Trump. Through false organizations, like the Internet
Research Agency, thousands of fake social media accounts pretended to be American voters who
supported far-right political groups, spreading fake news against Hilary Clinton and organizing
events in support of Trump. Between 2013 and 2017, these campaigns employed thousands of
17
social media accounts. Although this effect may not be able to be directly quantified, it is clear
that this disinformation played some form of a role in swinging a majority of the 13 percent of
undecided voters towards now-President Donald Trump.
As civil war wages on in several states throughout the Middle East, the status quo usage of social
media still trends towards rebel groups, especially disenfranchised youth, using social media to
organize and mobilize their resistance efforts. In states like Syria, despite growing utilization of
social media, promoting fear of reprisal has been of critical importance in actually promoting
self-censorship and inhibiting groups from spreading content. Limiting internet access, like
Egypt did, is another strategy used to limit the effect of these grassroots destabilization efforts.
However, more significant state-led destabilization efforts, like those from Russia against the
United States, may still remain a threat. But the same measures used to stop individuals from
communicating can also prevent fake news from reaching individuals, and is a potential solution
to mitigating this issue.
Bloc Positions
Those in favor of a free and open social media environment:
Although the Arab Spring rocked the entire Arab World, there are still states who would rather
not curtail the power of information and communication for their citizens. These states prioritize
maintaining rights for their constituency as their prime goal, and would forego solutions that
actively prevent their constituents from accessing social media. They would favor solutions that
prevent the content from even reaching the websites, than preventing people from accessing and
viewing the site at all.
Those who would prefer to curtail some of social media’s more dangerous impulses:
States with a centralized power structure, or those who were especially ravaged by the Arab
Spring, might be very aggressive when it comes to actively preventing social media usage as a
whole. These states would be in favor of preventing all constituents from even accessing social
media as a preventive measure from citizens being corrupted by the dangers of social media.
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Discussion Questions
● Are grassroots social media users or state-sponsored disinformation campaigns more
threatening?
● What is the best intersection between individual rights and oversight of social media?
● Should Arab nations use social media to mount their own campaigns?
● How do Arab states prevent or stifle uprisings run through social media?
Resources
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Arab League 2019
Topic: Humane Care In Refugee Camps

Topic Overview
This topic will encourage member states to assess what has been done to house the millions of
refugees and internally displaced people in the Arab World and ensure proper care is promoted.
Ongoing conflicts in Yemen and the northern portions of Syria remain active and dynamic
battlegrounds. Even in areas where fighting has died down, the number of people living in
refugee camps remains staggeringly high. Approximately 80,000 live in the Zaatari refugee camp
in northern Jordan. This figure is nearly half of what the camp once held, as more individuals
return to their homes. For many, however, that option does not exist. As the region staggers
towards peace, it’ll be imperative for the committee to identify long-term strategies for managing
the well-being of refugees. With the camps not disappearing anytime soon, commitments must
be made towards ensuring they can continue to function sustainably and without excessive strain
on the hosting nation.
More broadly, the committee can also look globally at best practices to ensure refugee camps are
humane, safe and amenable to acceptable living conditions. In 2018, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimated the number of displaced people at just under 69
million people. Camps that lack vital aspects of life, like job training, education, and proper
nutrition, set refugees up at even more of a disadvantage to return to their former lives. This
committee will explore best practices for taking care of these displaced people with limited
resources and emphasize moral tenets like ensuring that families that arrive together stay
together.
Historical Background
Since 2011, Syria has been in a constant state of disarray. At first, it suffered from a period of
nationwide uprisings against the anti-democratic president Bashar Al-Assad beginning in 2011.
Then it saw the rise of extremist Islamists when, in June 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
1
militants declared "caliphate" territory from Aleppo to the eastern Iraqi province of Diyala.
In 2014, Houthi insurgents and Shiite rebels rose up against the Sunni Yemeni government. The
insurgents took control of the capital and demanded lower fuel prices and a new government.
Negotiations failed, and in January 2015, the rebels took the palace. Former President Abd
Rabbu Mansour Hadi resigned.
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In March 2015, Saudi Arabia cobbled together a coalition of allies and gulf states to launch a
campaign of airstrikes against the Houthi insurgents. The U.S. provided logistical and
2
intelligence support, and the coalition pushed for the reinstatement of the former government.
The United Nations estimates that in
Yemen, the civilian casualty toll has
exceeded 15,000 killed or injured.
Twenty-two million Yemenis require
assistance, eight million are at risk of
famine, and a cholera outbreak has
3
affected over one million people.
These national conflicts have impacted
the global scene. This conflict has
reverberated throughout the region. There
are 60 million displaced people
worldwide, and close to 24 million of
those displaced persons come from the
Arab region, particularly Syria and
4
Palestine. The 5.6 million Syrian
refugees that have fled the Syrian conflict
have crossed the border into Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, and Turkey, straining the
resources and immigration camps of the
neighboring countries. Another 6.6
million are Internally Displaced Persons
5
(IDPs) and reside within war-torn Syria.
This is not just a Syrian refugee issue. After the first and second Gulf Wars in 1990 and 2003,
close to 4.4 million Iraquis fled their homes, and another 3.4 million individuals were forced to
6
leave Iraq following the emergence of the Islamic State in 2014.
The UNHCR and the broader United Nations have long recognized that enshrining the rights of
refugees is paramount. The first comprehensive refugee treaty on the matter was the “The 1951
Refugee Convention.” This convention was the critical legal standard for refugees, defining the
2
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term and enshrining rights for displaced persons. In addition, the agreement outlined the
principle of "non-refoulement," or the understanding that refugees would not be forcibly returned
to a country where they face threats to "life or freedom."
The 1967 protocol expanded the scope of the 1951 convention and enshrined more refugee
7
rights, including the right to housing, education, and public relief and assistance. Unfortunately,
only nine out of the 22 members of the Arab League have signed the Refugee Convention, and of
8
those, none have ratified it.
The Casablanca proposal laid out essential principles to take care of Palestinian refugees in the
9
region. The execution of the project, unfortunately, has been inconsistent. Many African and
Asian countries struggle with a scarcity of
infrastructure to address water needs and
waste disposal. Too many refugees and their
current systems might begin to crack. As
regional frameworks to address this crisis do
not exist, the response to the possibility of
prolonged displacement is non-integration and
a desire to return refugees to their country of
origin. This hinders the refugee's rights to
employment and freedom of movement,
forcing them into refugee camps.
Current Situation
Refugee camps have become the default
option for many refugees without a home,
despite the crowded conditions of these
camps. Refugee camps are mostly governed
by United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East. Some also receive services from other
non-governmental organizations. The fourth
UNGA established UNRWA with resolution
302 in 1949. The agency was funded through

https://carnegieendowment.org/2018/10/18/refugee-crises-in-arab-world-pub-77522
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/basic/3b73b0d63/states-parties-1951-convention-its-1967-protocol.html
9
https://www.refworld.org/docid/460a2b252.html
7
8

governments, international organizations and individual contributions.”
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The land where the refugee camps are found, and the responsibility of sewage disposal, water,
and electricity belongs to the host country. It is thought that more than 60 percent of refugees
have no access to electricity and toilet facilities in these refugee camps. Those who move into
camps often build their own shelters or purchase them. The types of housing set up for refugee
households in the camps to replace tents are “shelters,” or small single detached dwellings.
UNRWA does not own the housing in the camps, but they do take the responsibility of
reconstructing any housing shelters damaged by natural disasters, and the “rehabilitation and
11
maintenance of the shelters of families that are registered as special hardship cases.”
A second issue refugees in camps face is poverty. Approximately 23 percent of Syrian refugees
earn less than two dollars USD per day. Another five percent of Syrian refugees suffer from
“extreme poverty” and earn less than one dollar USD per person per day. The UNRWA provides
subsidies to help refugees in camps cope with necessary expenses, but they only go part of the
12
way towards alleviating the issue of poverty in these camps.” An underlying reason for this
wealth disparity is the rift of political and economic rights between citizens and refugees that can
keep refugees trapped in unemployment or underemployment. In Jordan, Palestinians are
13
forbidden to work in more than 70 qualified professions. With their travel rights limited, and
without a passport, most of these refugees can’t move to a place where they could work and are
unable to earn money needed to leave the refugee camp.
Nevertheless, there are solutions and precedents to look at. In 2012, the African Union adopted
the Kampala Convention, “defining the responsibility of states in their protection and strongly
14
condemning arbitrary displacement.” In Latin America, the Cartagena Declaration adapted the
principle of the 1951 convention to Latin American specific problems. The Cartagena
Declaration extended the definition of refugees to include individuals fleeing gang-related
15
violence.” The idea is that allowing local authorities to hold decision-making powers will allow
the most flexibility to solve their specific refugee problems without overburdening the local
political and educational infrastructure system. It must be noted that, with the benefit of being
able to manage regional refugee problems on a case-by-case basis, comes the responsibility of
setting clear principles for burden-sharing amongst regions and nations.
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Refugees can also benefit from better work opportunities. Cooperation between international and
local non-governmental organizations (INGOs/NGOs) can provide work opportunities for
refugees to lift them out of poverty and provide purpose. Private sector companies will also play
a role. If private companies identify ways to provide employment opportunities for refugees, that
can ease the financial burden on UNRWA and local governments while improving the quality of
16
life in the camps. By allowing refugees to become financially independent, refugees would be
able to improve the quality of life in the camps.
It’s important to address that these solutions are not easy to implement. For example, diverse
policies in different countries are for the most part driven by economic, political, security,
demographic, and cultural considerations. Gulf Cooperation Council members will make it a
priority to maintain a stable system of economic and political environment, while the countries
of the Levant might put more of a focus on cultural assimilation to reduce the cultural damage of
17
“different sectarian and ethnic communities.” It will take dialogue, sharing best practices, and
compromise for the Arab League to make progress on ensuring that quality of life in refugee
camps improves.
Bloc Positions
Arab League
The Arab League is committed to finding a solution to the refugee crisis and solving it promptly.
It believes that the solution should revolve around a united comprehensive vision and an
implementation of it throughout the league. The solutions that it has prioritized are mainly
long-term, focusing on coming to an end to the regional crises that have caused the
displacements through peaceful means. Secondly, it seeks to find proper return to the refugees.
The Arab League believes that help from the international community should be shown by the
common use of the phrase and join responsibility. The Arab League has been particularly
focused on often forgotten Palestinian refugees going as far back as displacements caused by the
creation of Israel. Support for UNRWA is also prevalent. On the topic of host countries, the Arab
18
League believes constant, long-term economic and development aid should be provided. Many
nations inside the league have varying policy on the matter, as can be seen in a recent
19
comparison of the policies of Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt.
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Gulf States
The Gulf States have been famously silent on the topic of refugees, with some countries refusing
to provide relief and land. The common response to this criticism is that refugees receive enough
aid from NGOs and the U.N. Countries like Saudi Arabia have gone as far as providing finance
for mosques to be built in host countries like Germany, but have gone no further. The other
countries that have refused refugeehood are Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates
and Oman. The concept of providing aid to refugees isn't recognized in these countries, as most
did not sign the U.N. Convention agreement of 1951. As such, since they don't have any legal
requirements, refugees are seen no differently to other migrants. Gulf states are particularly
against receiving refugees for many reasons. First, some countries have reported a mass influx of
foreigners causing some to have their national population reduced from 30 percent to 10 percent.
Additionally, longstanding cultural and political differences between Arab and Persian states still
exist. Finally, due to many nations historically supporting Sunni rebels in countries such as
Syria, there is a fear that there could be foreign agents attempting at destabilizing the region
20
hidden amongst the refugees.
Discussion Questions
● Some Gulf States have received a massive influx of refugees and might be worried that
they could put a strain on their economy and/or stability. Is there a way to help these
countries welcome and care for their refugees? Should we look at allocating some
refugees away from the most heavily hit countries towards countries that can support it?
● The UNRWA and other United Nations NGOs have done a lot to help Arab League
refugees. Should further action be taken at the country level or at the regional level?
● The first priority is ensuring that refugees have food, water, shelter and a way to make a
living. A second priority, however, could be ensuring that they have access to education,
which will help them regain their life after the crisis is over. Massive online open
education courses (MOOC) have been used before to try and provide opportunities for
refugees to keep learning while in the camps, but some critics warn that they are not a
replacement for traditional courses21 and have their own set of problems. What is your
country’s stance on this?
Key Terms
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● Refugee: “A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because
22
of persecution, war or violence.”
● Internally Displaced People (IDPs): Citizens of a country who have been forcefully
moved from their homes but remain in their own nation. This is typically caused by
natural or human made disasters and violations of human rights. As of 2019, 41.3 million
23
people were internally displaced.
● Refoulement: The forceful return of refugees to a country where they escaped, in which
they could be subjected to persecution.
● U.N. Convention of 1951: The first international convention on the topic of refugees, it
established the definition of refugee seen above, outlined the rights bestowed upon
refugees, and saw the idea of non-refoulement firmly established as a priority of refugee
law. It was ratified by 145 states. States have a legal obligation to protect refugees
24
because of it.
Resources
● https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/about-us/background/4ec262df9/1951-convention-relating-s
tatus-refugees-its-1967-protocol.html
● UNHCR Refugee Report: Latest UNHCR Worldwide Refugee Report
● UNHCR Education Guide: Latest UNHCR Refugee Education Guide as well as precursor
“Missing Out” Guide
● U.N. Refugees and Migrants Page: https://news.un.org/en/focus/refugees-and-migrants
● United Nations Relief and Works agency for Palestinian refugees:
https://www.unrwa.org/
● Kampala Convention:
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/about-us/background/4ae9bede9/african-union-conventionprotection-assistance-internally-displaced-persons.html
● Cartagena Convention: http://cep.unep.org/cartagena-convention
● Infographics:
○ https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/29754
○ https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html
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