
Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR 1991  
Topic: Role of Russia in the Soviet Union 

 
Introduction 

 

Beginning with the fall of the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989, many in the west began to ring 
bells in celebration of the end of the Cold War and the Soviet Union. However, rumors of the 
government’s demise were greatly exaggerated.  As of July 11, 1991, the Soviet government has 1

limped along for almost two years since this crisis of confidence. In this time, the Warsaw Pact 
has been dissolved, and the Soviet Republics in the Baltics have tried for independence. The 
addled economic and political status of the Soviet Republics has spread into Ukraine and Belarus 
as well. Most concerningly, it has begun to spread to Russia. Recently, Chairman of the Supreme 
Soviet, Boris Yeltsin, announced his departure from the Communist Party and his intention to 
represent the “Russian,” and not the Soviet, state. This has prompted our committee to consider 
the unthinkable: what is the role of the RSFR in the Soviet Union going forward? Can it continue 
to lead the other Soviet Republics, or should it abandon them altogether?  
 
Historical Context: Исторический контекст 

 
Russia’s origins can be traced back to a medieval Viking kingdom centered around Kiev in 
modern day Ukraine, known as Kievan Rus. The East Slavic kingdoms collapsed with the 
invasion of the Mongol Empire in the mid 13th century. As the Mongol Empire collapsed into 
various successor states, the East Slavic people in the north gradually began to shake off the rule 
of the Islamic Great Horde. Chief amongst these states were the Grand Duchy of Moskow and 
the Republic of Novgorod. Simply put, the Grand Duchy of Moskow, with its absolutist rule, 
began to dominate all the other Russian-speaking states in the Northeast, resulting in Ivan IV 
Rurokovich declaring himself Tsar of all Russia in 1547. At this time, Russia slowly began to 
encroach on its former Islamic masters to the south, notably capturing the city of Kazan in 1552.   2

 
Over the centuries, Russia fought many wars with people of different faiths and ethnicities to its 
south, west and east. Most notable of their conquests was the subjugation of other East Slavs in 
Ruthenia and White Russia (Byelorussia), as well as the peoples of the Pontic Steppe, Caucuses, 
and the Central Asian Tartary (a term that includes everything from Khazakhs, Turkmens, 
Siberians, and Uzbeks). The Russian Empire, as it was declared by Peter the Great in 1721, was 
always a diverse empire. At no point did ethnic “Russians” (a generous term that was mostly 
self-identified) make up more than a large plurality of the empire (approximately 40-48 percent).  

1Ronald Grigor, Suny,The Soviet Experiment: Russia, the USSR, and the Successor States. 2nd ed. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2011.  
2Ibid.  
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The Russian Empire, though territorially massive, has historically been technologically 
undeveloped compared to its European contemporaries. The Industrial Revolution, which had 
reached a fever pitch in Britain, France, and the Low Countries by the 19th century, had largely 
not been implemented in Russia until the late 19th and early 20th centuries. When 
industrialization and urbanization hit the Russian Empire, it was mainly concentrated in the 
urban centers of Russia such as St. Petersburg—renamed Petrograd during WWI—and Moscow. 
Urbanization proved a difficult phenomenon for the Tsarist government to handle, as the Tsarist 
ideology was legitimated by the spiritual connection between the Tsar and the peasants. The 
failings of the Tsarist regime to handle the growing urban population and the disastrous entry of 
Russia into the Great War resulted in dramatic levels of unrest in the ethnically Russian areas of 
the Russian empire. This unrest was directed mainly at the Tsarist regime, in particular the 
current and incompetent Tsar Nicholas II. As the Great War became an absolute disaster for 
Russia, the people rose up in the February Revolution of 1917. This prompted the abdication of 
the Tsar and the creation of a Provisional Government centered around the former capital of St. 
Petersburg.   3

 
The Provisional Government was dominated by liberal Kadets, but this group had limited 
popular support. The most popular party, not just in Petrograd but also nationally, was the 
Socialist Revolutionaries. However, this party was poorly organized and eventually subdivided 
itself into a “right” and “left.”  However, the most radical and disciplined of the parties was the 4

Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin. The Bolsheviks were unsatisfied with a Provisional 
Government and with democracy in general. They believed it was the job of the Party to lead the 
people to a Communist revolution and ignite class consciousness. It should be noted that their 
vision applied mostly to the working class of manufacturing areas, which were predominantly in 
Russia and in the industrial city of Baku. The Bolsheviks, having gained the support of the 
military and industrial classes in Russia, decided to overthrow the Provisional Government in 
Petrograd in what became known as the October Revolution, which resulted in the declaration of 
the Soviet Union. 
 

Ever since the October Revolution, the primacy of Russia and Russians in the Soviet Union was 
self-evident. The revolution began in and was led from Russian cities. During the Revolution, the 
core of the Bolshevik party laid in the urban Russian cities. Many areas, especially those in 
Central Asia, took the opportunity to declare their own independence; others, such as Ukraine 
and the southern Pontic Steppes of Russia, served as centres of “White” or anti-communist 
forces attempting to seize control of the apparatus of the dead Russian Empire.   5

 

3 Siegelbaum, Lewis. “February Revolution.” Seventeen Moments in Soviet History, December 28, 2015.  
4 “Bolsheviks Seize Power.” Seventeen Moments in Soviet History, December 29, 2015.  
5 Siegelbaum, Lewis. “The Muslim East.” Seventeen Moments in Soviet History, February 11, 2016.  
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The resulting Russian Civil War would see the “Red” or Bolshevik forces victorious over the 
factitious and not unified “White” forces. Having hijacked the former territories of the Russian 
Empire, the Bolsheviks were now left to govern an incredibly diverse and complex territory. The 
aftermath also left them with a peculiar set of contradictions. On one hand, the writings of Karl 
Marx had made it clear that the rise of communism would be inherently popular and led by the 
industrial working class, but the agricultural and rural situations of much of the Russian Empire 
made Communism at best unappealing, and at worst, absolutely despised by the populous. Thus 
the ostensibly “non-national” Bolshevik movement came to take on a largely Russian character. 
Even in the new administrative regions, known as Soveit Republics, many of the early 
communist leaders were of Russian origin. Of these new Soviet Republics, the largest by far was 
the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic. 
 
In order to combat Russification and “Great-Russian Chauvinism” that seemed to dominate the 
party, the early Soviets, led by Lenin, created the Korenizatsiya or Nationalities policy. This 
policy was a form of “affirmative action,” which promoted national minorities in their titular 
Soviet Republic within the SSR. Though this policy was backed by large sections of the party, it 
did receive firm resistance from men like Joseph Stalin.  Despite being a Georgian, Stalin 6

viewed the promotion of distinct national characters as fomenting unrest, and he preferred 
touting Russian character as an ideal to be strived towards.  
 
Upon Lenin’s death, Stalin succeeded in taking over the Communist Party. His policies of shock 
industrialization relied on producing large quantities of grain in Southern Russia and Ukraine to 
export for money to buy factories and specialists to train a largely Russian working class. This 
desire would result in rapid and violent implementation of collectivization policies in these areas, 
which pre-empted a widespread famine. Even during this famine, the Soviet Union continued to 
demand grain taxes and was a net exporter of grain to fund the factories and feed their main 
constituency: the urban worker.  Stalin’s policies increased the importance of Russia politically 7

and economically within the Soviet Union, but it also caused a great deal of unrest amongst 
non-Russians.  
 
This unrest would ultimately come to haunt Stalin and the Soviet Union during World War II. 
Early in the war, many national minorities and agricultural workers who felt a great deal of 
hatred for the Soviets were more than willing to tolerate, if not openly cooperate with, the 
invading Nazis. While it should be noted that the vast majority of these collaborators were not 
themselves Nazis or even sympathetic to their ideology, the fact that they were not willing to 

6 Rudolf Schlesinger, ed., Changing Attitudes in Soviet Russia; The Nationalities Problem and Soviet 
Administration  (London: Routledge & K. Paul, 1956), pp. 61-77. 
7 Stalin, Joseph V. “Dizzy with Success.” Dizzy with Success. Marxists.org, March 2, 1930.  
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fight for the Soviet Union but willing to take violent action against Russians as retribution for the 
violence of collectivization and the famine set off major alarms in Moscow.  
 
After the war, much of the western countryside of the Soviet Union and the newly acquired 
Baltic states had been reduced to rubble. Russia now found itself with more factories and 
economic power than almost anywhere else in Europe. Russia was tasked with deciding how to 
rebuild and move forward.  
 
Russia began to move towards global influence and primacy and away from domination of 
Eastern and Central Europe. However, these lofty ambitions were offset by the rise of another 
world power: the United States. The U.S. and USSR had competing ideologies, as well as 
distinctly separate national interests. While the two had collaborated in order to defeat the Nazis, 
they now shared little common interests and very antagonistic goals.  
 
The two superpowers competed on all fronts: culture, military, and economy. This committee 
will focus on the economic realm. American capitalism offered the ideals of leisure and material 
affluence. Soviet communism believed it could also achieve this through scientific management 
of the economy, as opposed to allowing for the random forces of the market to dictate 
production.  
 
With its focus shifted towards prosperity, the Soviet Union was forced to look not just at how to 
make more steel in Moscow or Magnitogorsk, but rather how to ensure that all Soviet citizens, 
most of whom were still agricultural, could achieve affluence. With the death of Stalin in 1953, 
the Ukranian communist leader Nikita Khrushchev rose to power. Having been in provincial 
government in a non-Russian state, he was keenly aware of the concerns of his compatriots. He 
created many new agricultural initiatives, such as the Virgin Lands campaign—which saw 
uncultivated land in Kazakhstan become utilitized—and his obsession with growing corn in 
Ukraine to compete with the U.S.  There was also an increased reliance on the Southern 8

Caucasus’s oil field to feed the ever-growing industries being constructed in the far flung Soviet 
Republics.  
 
Essentially, the Soviet economic policy from Khrushchev onward amounted to the use of 
Russia’s vast industrial resources and its wealth to subsidize relatively unproductive, but 
politically necessary, initiatives in the minority Soviet Republics and the USSR’s satellite states 
in Eastern Europe. At its peak of prosperity, the Russian people were largely ambivalent and did 
not mind sharing their wealth in exchange for promoting communism and keeping peace with 
their neighbors. However, as economic fortunes soured, so did the Russian people.  

8 Von Geldern, James. “Corn Campaign .” Seventeen Moments in Soviet History, June 18, 2017.  
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The Soviet economy, once the fastest growing in Europe, began to stagnate in the 70s and 
80s—as did most countries around the world—but its stagnation was not the result of a market 
downturn like the rest of the world. Rather, it was structural problems within the largely still 
Stalinist framework that caused low production levels and increasing state debt. Reformers, such 
as Gorbachev, the current Soviet Premier, attempted to correct these structural issues by 
liberalizing the Soviet political system. This liberalization allowed for the press to reveal the 
extent of the failures of the Soviet Union. This would only worsen two of the greatest political 
disasters in Soviet history: the War in Afghanistan and the Chernobyl disaster.   9

 
Though Gorbachev had finally withdrawn Soviet troops from Afghanistan, a free press was able 
to describe just how awful the war had been for the largely Russian army and how much of a 
financial toll it had taken on the country.  Many of the returning vets were also deeply cynical 10

and angry at having lost so much in order to spread communism to people who were nothing like 
them. 
 
Chernobyl caused a crisis of confidence in the Soviet Union, but it also saw large amounts of 
Russian money and Russian men cleaning up a problem that affected most Ukranians. It was 
another example of a Soviet government using Russian resources to solve non-Russian problems. 

 
Current Situation: Текущая ситуация 

 

The Soviet Union is teetering on the edge of collapse. The economy, once among the world’s 
strongest, is now riddled with debt and non-performing loans. Politically the nation has never 
been more divided.  
 
While the collapse of the Warsaw Pact in February of 1991 was certainly an end to Soviet 
primacy in Eastern Europe, this does not yet spell the end of the Union. This demonstration of 
weakness has prompted Soviet Republics on the periphery of the Union to seek their own path 
forward. In particular, the Baltic states (Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia) have begun to clamor 
loudly against the government.  
 
Protests in the Baltics began as early as 1987 against polluting industries, but the 50th 
anniversary of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact—a Soviet-Nazi agreement which saw the 
independent Baltic states be forcefully annexed—led to a rise in nationalist tensions. This came 
to a tipping point in March of 1990 when Lithuania declared its independence. In an effort to 

9 Siegelbaum, Lewis. “Meltdown in Chernobyl.” Seventeen Moments in Soviet History, September 2, 
2015. 
10Siegelbaum, Lewis. “Perestroika and Glasnost.” Seventeen Moments in Soviet History, October 5, 2015. 
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regain control, Soviet authorities opened fire on a crowd in Vilnius in January 1991. The scene 
caused international and domestic outrage. Many Soviet citizens felt that it was a betrayal of the 
more democratic ideals which Gorbachev claimed to represent, and it further turned public 
opinion against him.  
 
However the greatest and most dangerous humiliation to the Soviet government came not from a 
far flung Soviet Republic, but from the heartland of Russia. Boris Yeltsin, a political ally of 
Gorbachev and Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, resigned his position in the 
Communist Party on July 10th of this year. In his resignation speech, which was broadcast live 
around the USSR, he announced that he wished to leave in order to pursue the interests of the 
Russian people, which he felt were no longer aligned with those of the Soviet Union.   11

 
The resignation of Yeltsin and his leadership of a new Russian separatist movement puts the 
Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic at an important crossroads in the ailing Soviet 
Union. Historically it has been the glue that held the Union together, but now it may also serve as 
the very undoing of the Soviet Union.  
 
Whether the undoing of the Soviet Union is for the best has now become a legitimate question in 
the minds of many. Each of the Republics often contributed specialized and important resources 
to one another, so their economies are intertwined in a way that cannot be easily untangled. The 
process of creating new supply chains would serve to ruin many industries, not just in Russia, but 
in the entire USSR. Some, especially Yeltsin, believe this form of economic shock therapy is 
necessary for long term growth, but others worry about the pain that this reorganization will 
cause for the economically poorer Sovier Republics.  
 
As Gorbachev’s policies of political toleration have led to political division and failed to produce 
economic affluence, it is up to this committee to chart a new course forward for Russia both 
politically and economically. Whether the answer to these problems relies on an increasingly 
active political role in the USSR or a greater federalization of the Soviet Republics is in the 
hands of this committee.  
 
Bloc Positions 

 

Soviet Establishment 
A small but not insignificant portion of the Russian SFSR continues to take their cues from 
President Gorbachev. The ideological leader of this faction is Nikolai Ryzhkov, who in the June 
Presidential Election came in second to President Yeltsin, receiving 17.2 percent of the vote to 

11 Siegelbaum, Lewis. “Yeltsin and Russian Sovereignty.” Seventeen Moments in Soviet History, 
September 19, 2015 
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Yeltsin’s 58.6 percent. Members of this bloc are still ardent believers in communism and hope to 
prevent the complete collapse of the USSR. 
 
Russian Democrats 
Personified in President Boris Yeltsin, this faction now appears ascendant in the Russian SFSR. 
Though officially an independent politician, Yeltsin is associated with Democratic Russia, a 
pro-democracy and anti-communist organization. The ultimate goal of this bloc is to establish a 
stable, democratic Russia, though economically Yeltsin has signaled his hesitancy to allow 
market forces to enter the country. 
 
Liberal Democrats 
This faction, organized around the Liberal Democratic Party of the Soviet Union (LDPSS), 
constitutes the populist far-right of the Supreme Soviet. Represented in the June election by 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the liberal democrats are staunch supporters of Russian nationalism and 
authoritarian policies across the board. 
 
Capitalist Sympathizers 
Though few and far between, there are those in the Supreme Soviet who believe that looser 
restrictions on the economy and further introduction of market forces are necessary for the 
recovery of the country. Members of this bloc hope to privatize many major industries and 
establish greater property rights for individual Russians. 
 
Ethnic Minorities 
Though not a unified bloc, there are a number of ethnic minorities represented in the Supreme 
Soviet whose future appears uncertain in a post-Soviet world. A number of autonomous 
Republics associated with the Russian SFSR, including Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic (ASSR), Bashkir ASSR, Chechen-Ingush ASSR, the Northern Ossetian ASSR, and 
several others have declared either their sovereignty in Russia or their outright independence. 
They will likely push for recognition for their ethnic minorities and challenge the idea of an 
ethnic Russian state.  
 
Discussion Questions  

1. Is the Soviet Union a parasitic institution for Russia or a source of strength? 
2. What responsibility does Russia have towards the other Soviet Republics? 
3. Can the Soviet Union tolerate political openness during this time of crisis? Would 

cracking down be effective? 
4. How much economic shock therapy is needed?  
5. What role does the Supreme Soviet have in affecting systematic, governmental change? 
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Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR 1991  

Topic: Transitioning to a Democratic Society 

 
Executive Summary 

 

Between 1946 and 1991, the Soviet Union spanned more than 8,650,000 square miles and 
occupied almost one-sixth of the Earth’s land surface.  This unprecedented power gave the 1

Soviet Union control over 300 million people across Russia and the satellite states that border it 
to the south and west. In recent years, these satellite states have fallen into turmoil, and as the 
1980s comes to a close, the question of their future in the Soviet Union is on the table. 
Representatives from across the Soviet Union say that neglect from the newly built Kremlin and 
the central government has driven the Soviet states to become more distant and independent. 
Critics of the regime warn that unrest is brewing across Eastern Europe and Central Asia, as 
some of the Republics of the Soviet Union begin to clamor for self-governance or even Western 
democracy. This body must decide whether transitioning to a democratic society is a viable 
option for the Soviet Union and what role the Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR will play in 
major political change. 
 

Historical Background 

 

Political Infrastructure 

A turning point for the Soviet 
Union’s stance on openness, 
democracy and international 
accountability occurred in 1985 when 
Mikhail Gorbachev was chosen as 
the General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. In this role, Gorbachev began 
speaking of perestroika and glasnost, 

two terms that would define the era. Gorbachev acknowledged the Soviet Union’s economic and 
political problems in an attempt to gain support for the reforms he planned to put in place while 
in a position of leadership, including lowering the prison population and increasing the power of 
journalists to report on legal procedure.  A few years later, Gorbachev introduced the term 2

“demokratizatsiya,” which called for the inclusion of democratic elements into the single-party 

1 https://www.britannica.com/place/Soviet-Union 
2 Taubman, 17 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Soviet-Union
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government of the Soviet Union.  In 1989, Gorbachev became the Chairman of this body and 3

brought his reforms to power through the impacts this body can make as members of the 
Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR. 

 
As a body, the Supreme Soviet’s prerogative is to maintain the stability of the Soviet Union 
while representing the interests of the people and populations that elected each delegate to this 
body. President Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of Glasnost half a decade ago have helped to 
satisfy public outcry for transparency while also increasing the enthusiasm for decentralization 
and greater power at the Republic level. Additionally, the critical issues of proper government, 
criminal justice and autonomy of individual States in the Soviet Union continue to create more 
tension between the high being of the Supreme Soviet and the Republics of the Soviet Union. 
There are 15 Soviet Socialist Republics that make up the Soviet Union and are now clamoring 
for self-representation. These include: the Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic (SSR), the 
Azerbaijan SSR, the Byelorussian SSR, the Estonian SSR, the Georgian SSR, the Kazakh SSR, 
the Kirghiz SSR, the Latvian SSR, the Lithuanian SSR, the Moldavian SSR, the Russian Soviet 
Federative Socialist Republic, the Tajik SSR, the Turkmen SSR, the Ukrainian SSR, and the 
Uzbek SSR.  The Communist Party and Communist government has always played a leading 4

role in the Soviet Union and retained influence over the political system, but that may be 
beginning to change. 

 
Increased Nationalism 

The 15 Soviet Socialist 
Republics have all had 
different histories in the past 
decade, but the trend of 
increasing demand for 
nationalism stays as true as it 
has for the past few years. 
Beginning in 1989, the 
Hungarian government lifted 
the Iron Curtain along its border with Austria, and the USSR opened up for the first time. Later 
that year, Poland elected the first non-Communist government in Eastern Europe since 1948, the 
Berlin Wall fell, and a non-communist government was elected in Czechoslovakia. In December, 
Vaclav Havel became the first democratically elected president of Czechoslovakia.  The next 5

3 https://www.encyclopediabritannia.org/index.php?title=Dissolution_of_the_Soviet_Union 
4 https://www.loc.gov/resource/g7001f.ct001610/?r=0.045,0.318,0.423,0.221,0 
5 https://libraries.indiana.edu/revolutions-1989-chronology 

https://www.encyclopediabritannia.org/index.php?title=Dissolution_of_the_Soviet_Union
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g7001f.ct001610/?r=0.045,0.318,0.423,0.221,0
https://libraries.indiana.edu/revolutions-1989-chronology
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year, the chaos continued as the Communist Party voted to end one-party rule and Boris Yeltsin 
was elected as the leader of the Supreme Soviet SFSR.   6

 
These conflicts have not been resolved in the last few years, and there are two major issues that 
the Supreme Soviet must deal with in 1991. The first is the rising nationalism in the Baltic 
Republics of the Latvian SSR, Lithuanian SSR, and Estonian SSR, and the protest movements of 
the late 1980s. Since as far back as 1987, these three Baltic states held protests and 
demonstrations in support of self-government and recognition of the historical atrocities 
committed by the Soviet Union.  Each state formed a party known as the Popular Front, or the 7

Sajuds in Lithuania, which attempted to influence state policy. In 1989, these three states became 
physically connected when two million people formed a human chain spanning the Republics as 
they demanded independence.  In March of 1990, the situation became more serious in Lithuania 8

when the Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania announced that Lithuania was an 
independent state and would no longer be bound by Soviet law.  Soviet President Gorbachev 9

denied this decision and cut off supplies of oil and natural gas to the region, leading to local 
economic stagnation. That blockade lasted just over 70 days, but relations have not returned to 
normal and there are rumors that the Soviet Union will stop at nothing to bring Lithuania back 
into the fold. 
 
The second current issue facing this body regards Azerbaijan. The conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh 
that is ongoing today is an example of the changing political situation that the Supreme Soviet 
faces, and the possibility that the Soviet Union may not be able to respond to local issues in the 
late twentieth century in the same way it could immediately following World War II. The 
Nagorno-Karabakh is a region in the southwest Azerbaijan SSR, which has a large population of 
ethnic Armenians.  In 1987, the Armenians within the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast 10

began fighting with the government of the Azerbaijan SSR due to the Armenians’ desire to join 
the Armenian oblast to avoid forced verification. After a petition to Moscow did not bear fruit, 
the newly founded Karabakh movement began pressing hard for independence. This conflict is 
ongoing and Soviet troops have gotten involved in the last year. 

6 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-17858981 
7 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Soviet-Union/The-Interregnum-Andropov-and-Chernenko#ref
42079 
8 
https://www.dw.com/en/30-years-ago-the-baltic-human-chain-for-freedom-and-independence/g-
50115984 
9 https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/1990-06-01/lithuanian-crisis 
10 https://www.britannica.com/place/Nagorno-Karabakh 
 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-17858981
https://www.britannica.com/place/Soviet-Union/The-Interregnum-Andropov-and-Chernenko#ref42079
https://www.britannica.com/place/Soviet-Union/The-Interregnum-Andropov-and-Chernenko#ref42079
https://www.dw.com/en/30-years-ago-the-baltic-human-chain-for-freedom-and-independence/g-50115984
https://www.dw.com/en/30-years-ago-the-baltic-human-chain-for-freedom-and-independence/g-50115984
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/1990-06-01/lithuanian-crisis
https://www.britannica.com/place/Nagorno-Karabakh
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The State of Russia 

Merely instating democratic elections doesn’t separate Russia from the issues of the Union. 
Ultimately, Russia has been almost too dependent on Union power to have a fully built political 
infrastructure to function on it’s own. While the Ukrainian SSR and the Azeri SSR have 
attempted to nationalize their own infrastructure, the Supreme Soviet is left to decide how to 
reconstruct the government for the 150 million Soviet civilians that call the 6.6 million square 
miles of Russia home. The Supreme Soviet must determine which oil and natural gas pipelines it 
retains hold of in the region and how much regional power it will hold on to if the Republics of 
the Soviet Union successfully democratize. 
 
Current Situation 

 

The potential reforms outlined above are coming to light during a time of constant turmoil for the 
Soviet Union and this body. If the Republics of the Soviet Union begin to gain democracy and 
eventually independence, this body will be responsible for ensuring that Russia can maintain its 
power on the global stage and stay stable. Some of the issues that would complicate that are 
outlined below: 

● Since nuclear weapons were revolutionized in the second half of this century and the 
technology became more accessible, numerous countries have created them. The Soviet 
Union’s nuclear weapons are spread out across the Union. In the case of a breakdown of 
the Soviet Union, who would be responsible for this weaponry and how can this body 
ensure it is accounted for? 

● Organized crime is on the rise and has been for the past several years.  
● In 1989, Soviet troops killed 20 and injured 200 after protesters in Tbilisi, Georgia called 

for Georgia to break away from the Soviet Union and govern its economic interests 
alone.  This is the Soviet Union’s historic response to attempted democratization. 11

 
Bloc Positions 

 

Soviet Establishment 

A small but not insignificant portion of the Russian SFSR continues to take their cues from 
President Gorbachev. The ideological leader of this faction is Nikolai Ryzhkov, who in the June 
Presidential Election came in second to President Yeltsin, receiving 17.2 percent of the vote to 
Yeltsin’s 58.6 percent. Members of this bloc are still ardent believers in communism and hope to 
prevent the complete collapse of the USSR. 
 

11 
https://www.nytimes.com/1989/04/08/world/soldiers-patrolling-soviet-georgia-amid-wave-of-natio
nalist-protests.html 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/1989/04/08/world/soldiers-patrolling-soviet-georgia-amid-wave-of-nationalist-protests.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1989/04/08/world/soldiers-patrolling-soviet-georgia-amid-wave-of-nationalist-protests.html
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Russian Democrats 

Personified in President Boris Yeltsin, this faction now appears ascendant in the Russian SFSR. 
Though officially an independent politician, Yeltsin is associated with Democratic Russia, a 
pro-democracy and anti-communist organization. The ultimate goal of this bloc is to establish a 
stable, democratic Russia, though economically Yeltsin has signaled his hesitancy to allow 
market forces to enter the country. 
 
Liberal Democrats 

This faction, organized around the Liberal Democratic Party of the Soviet Union (LDPSS), 
constitutes the populist far-right of the Supreme Soviet. Represented in the June election by 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the liberal democrats are staunch supporters of Russian nationalism and 
authoritarian policies across the board. 
 
Capitalist Sympathizers 

Though few and far between, there are those in the Supreme Soviet who believe that looser 
restrictions on the economy and further introduction of market forces are necessary for the 
recovery of the country. Members of this bloc hope to privatize many major industries and 
establish greater property rights for individual Russians. 
 
Ethnic Minorities 

Though not a unified bloc, there are a number of ethnic minorities represented in the Supreme 
Soviet whose future appears uncertain in a post-Soviet world. A number of autonomous 
Republics associated with the Russian SFSR, including Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic (ASSR), Bashkir ASSR, Chechen-Ingush ASSR, the Northern Ossetian ASSR, and 
several others have declared either their sovereignty in Russia or their outright independence. 
They will likely push for recognition for their ethnic minorities and challenge the idea of an 
ethnic Russian state.  
 
Discussion Questions 

● Will transitioning to a democratic society deprive the Soviet Union of the resources and 
goods it relies on receiving from the Republics? 

● Can the Soviet Union survive as a democracy? 

● Do the members of the Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR have any responsibility to 
non-Russians? 

● While the government and foreign policy leaders of the Soviet Union are constantly 
engaged across Northern Asia and Eastern Europe, is it possible to make meaningful 
reform in the domestic sphere? 

● Is peaceful demonstration the most productive way to bring about democratization? 

 
Keywords 

● Perestroika 
● Glasnost 
● Democratization 
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● The Union Treaty 
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Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR 1991 
Topic: Reforming the Russian Economy 
 
Introduction 

 

As the Soviet Union collapsed with the fall of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989, the future course of 
the world’s political systems and economy 
were called into question. The dichotomy that 
had defined the world since the end of World 
War II—the competition between the 
capitalist West and communist east—seemed 
to be drawing to its close. Socialist nations in 
all corners of the globe now look to the 
crumbling Soviet Union for guidance on 
where socialism goes from here, as the threat 
of a hegemonic capitalist United States os 
rushed into reality. The following guide 
describes a brief history of the Soviet 
economy, the Soviet Union's place as a leader in global socialism, an outline of its collapse, and 
a jumping-off point of where to go from here. 
 

Historical Background 

 
Socialism in the Soviet Union 
The economic situation of Russia, in comparison to the rest of Europe, must be understood as a 
latecomer to the industrial stage. For many reasons, Russia began its process of industrialization 
later than Britain, France, the United States, and many of its western counterparts; 
industrialization was further delayed by the First World War, the Russian Revolution, and 
succeeding Russian Civil War that together dominated the national attention for an eight-year 
period from 1914 to 1922. By 1926, 82 percent of the country still lived in rural areas, and 92.5 
percent were still employed in the agricultural sector. It was, in essence, similar to many 
developing countries that we see in this decade.  1

  
The ascension of Stalin in the 1920s and implementation of five-year plans throughout the Soviet 
Union saw an unprecedented level of industrialization sweep the nation, and the ideology of 
Stalinism become preeminent.  Stalinism was characterized by the massive collectivization of 2

agricultural production and the rapid development of industry implemented through strictly 
centralized economic planning. Stalin would consolidate his hold on the Soviet Union and 
Stalinism's hold on Soviet government planning through several violent and abhorrent methods, 

1 https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union 
2 https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/ussr-established 

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/ussr-established
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including party purges, forced collectivization, and exile to labor camps that would, in total, lead 
to the deaths of millions.  3

  
Stalin's death in 1953 marked a turning point for the Soviet Union, and Stalin's successor Nikita 
Khrushchev worked to undo the culture of fear that had dominated Soviet life. He also took 
Soviet socialism in a new direction, slightly loosening the government's grip on the economy and 
pushing to make the Soviet Union an active international power. While Stalin had been reluctant 
to allow foreign visitors into the Soviet Union, and to allow Soviet citizens to travel abroad, 
Khrushchev actively engaged with western powers to prove that the socialist quality of life could 
match that of the western capitalist. 
  
Khrushchev’s ousting in 1964 saw Leonid Brezhnev assume the mantle of power and undo many 
of his liberalizing reforms. The Brezhnev era, which would last until 1982, was characterized by 
the nation’s strict re-adherence to socialist thought, central economic planning, and the 
subsequent economic stagnation that would befall the Soviet Union.  As the economic 4

immobility inflated into an economic crisis, Brezhnev was replaced by Yuri Andropov, who 
would lead the country through a tumultuous 15 months of the financial crisis and political 
reshuffling. Andropov put his energy toward undoing the corruption and inefficiency that had 
grown commonplace under Brezhnev, bringing many young reformers—most notably Mikhail 
Gorbachev—to the forefront of the Community Party. Despite his best efforts and marginal 
industrial successes, the economic gap between the Soviet Union and the west would continue to 
grow, and Andropov died without fulfilling his goals in 1984. 
  
Mikhail Gorbachev, the current President of the Soviet Union, entered office with sweeping 
economic and political reforms in the hope of stemming the growing tide of political unrest.  Part 5

of his political agenda, the formation of the Congress of People’s Deputies, would give life to the 
Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR. Gorbachev implemented a policy of perestroika, or 
restructuring, that was targeted at curing the flaws of the Soviet government without straying 
from a centralized socialist system. Gorbachev attempted to implement democracy on a much 
broader scale than ever before, and after the Chernobyl disaster in 1986, he became more and 
more open in his criticism of the inefficiency of Soviet state bureaucracy and government. 
 
The Soviet Union as Leader of Global Socialism 
The Soviet Union has been seen as the global anchor for communism since its inception, and this 
role was formalized upon the creation of the Warsaw Pact in 1955. The Soviet Union worked as 
a countervailing force to the capitalist United States across the globe, engaging in proxy wars 
and an ideological battle that is today known as the Cold War.  
 
The European theater was the center stage for the Cold War, with Europe divided roughly along 
the final lines of World War II between capitalist, US-aligned countries on the west and socialist, 
Soviet-aligned nations on the east. Specifically, Poland, Hungary, Romania, Czechoslovakia, 

3 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Stalinism 
4 http://countrystudies.us/russia/14.htm 
5 https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Stalinism
http://countrystudies.us/russia/14.htm
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Bulgaria, and East Germany made up the core of the Warsaw Pact and served as a geographic 
and geopolitical bulwark against the west. In Asia, the Soviet Union's role was defined by the 
Sino-Soviet Split of the 1950s and 1960s that saw the world's two largest socialist nations 
vehemently disagree on doctrinal issues between the Marxist-Leninist USSR and Maoist People's 
Republic of China.  Elsewhere in Asia, the Soviet Union was an ardent supporter of the socialist 6

governments of North Vietnam and Indonesia. 
  
In other parts of the world, the Soviet Union took its responsibility at a global socialist leader 
very seriously and actively participated in the affairs of other socialist nations. As the Soviet 
Union now collapses, a power vacuum seems likely, and socialist governments will find 
themselves without a clear leader for the first time for most of their history. 
 
The Collapse of the USSR 
The Soviet Union has still been unable to recover from the economic stagnation that has set in 
since the mid-1980s. Despite Gorbachev's best efforts, the financial crisis spurred further desire 
for independence in many of the constituent republics of the Soviet Union, with the Baltic states 
leading the way in 1988 towards independence from the Soviet Union.  That same year, 7

pro-democracy demonstrations erupted throughout the western Soviet Union in Ukraine, Belarus, 
and Moldova, causing internal conflict within the Union that holds Eastern Europe and parts of 
Asia together. The following year saw the Revolutions of 1989, leading to the dissolution of the 
Warsaw Pact and the breakup of both Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.  In Poland, one of the 8

Soviet Union’s most important geopolitical allies, the trade union Solidarność— or 
Solidarity—led the country in an anti-communist movement that would see successful free 
elections that same year.  9

  
By 1990, the Communist Party of the Soviet Union lost elections in six of the constituent 
republics of the Soviet Union, namely Lithuania, Moldova, Estonia, Armenia, Latvia, and 
Georgia. At this same time, the Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR began to exercise more 
power after holding free elections on March 4. The newly elected Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the Russian SFSR, Boris Yeltsin, emerged as an anti-Gorbachev figure in Russia and 
was instrumental in leading the Congress of People’s Deputies to vote for a declaration of 
sovereignty on June 12. On July 12, 1990, Yeltsin resigned from the Communist Party. 
 
Current Situation 

 

On June 12, 1991, Boris Yeltsin was elected President of Russia. The Soviet Union now seems 
sure to collapse, and Boris Yeltsin has promised to lead an independent Russia into a new age.  10

  

6 https://www.britannica.com/event/Sino-Soviet-dispute 
7 https://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/collapse-soviet-union 
8 https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union 
9 https://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/collapse-soviet-union 
10 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Boris-Yeltsin 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Sino-Soviet-dispute
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/collapse-soviet-union
https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/collapse-soviet-union
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Boris-Yeltsin


4 
 

As the Soviet Union continues to unravel, the Supreme Soviet of the Russian Soviet Federative 
Socialist Republic (SFSR) has the opportunity to reshape the Russian economy and chart the 
course for the years to come. The Supreme Soviet is responsible for charting that path moving 
forward, learning from the past mistakes of Soviet and Russian leaders and balancing socialism 
and market forces to bring prosperity to the Russian people. Internationally, we must decide 
whether to continue the mantle of global leadership amongst socialist countries or let that 
leadership fall to our sworn ideological rivals in China. More importantly, we must consider 
whether we are even capable of maintaining that leadership role if we wanted to, as economic 
growth in China has led to an increasingly outsized voice for the Maoist state on the world stage. 
  
While we, the body of the Supreme Soviet of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, 
grapple with the broad issues of economic reform for the Soviet Union, delegates must also keep 
their local, religious, ethnic, and ideological constituents in mind. This body is made up of 
representatives from across the Soviet Union, with the power to adopt joint resolutions that foster 
significant domestic change. We sit at the helm of the east and are the highest organ of power 
within the Soviet Union, and we must decide how to use that power in this transitionary period. 
  

The answers to these questions will determine the course of history—both Russian history and 
world history—for potentially decades to come. 
 

Bloc Positions 

 

Soviet Establishment 
A small but not insignificant portion of the Russian SFSR continues to take its cues from 
President Gorbachev. The ideological leader of this faction is Nikolai Ryzhkov who, in the June 
Presidential Election, came in second to President Yeltsin, receiving 17.2 percent of the vote to 
Yeltsin’s 58.6 percent. Members of this bloc are still ardent believers in communism and hope to 
prevent the complete collapse of the USSR. 
 
Russian Democrats  
Personified in President Boris Yeltsin, this faction now appears ascendant in the Russian SFSR. 
Though officially an independent politician, Yeltsin is associated with Democratic Russia, a 
pro-democracy and anti-communist organization. The ultimate goal of this bloc is to establish a 
stable, democratic Russia, though economically Yeltsin has signaled his hesitancy to allow 
market forces to enter the country. 
 
Liberal Democrats 
This faction, organized around the Liberal Democratic Party of the Soviet Union (LDPSS), 
constitutes the populist far-right of the Supreme Soviet. Represented in the June election by 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the liberal democrats are staunch supporters of Russian nationalism and 
authoritarian policies across the board. 
 
Capitalist Sympathizers 
Though few and far between, there are those in the Supreme Soviet who believe that looser 
restrictions on the economy and further introduction of market forces are necessary for the 
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recovery of the country. Members of this bloc hope to privatize many major industries and 
establish greater property rights for individual Russians. 
 
Ethnic Minorities 
Though not a unified bloc, there are a number of ethnic minorities represented in the Supreme 
Soviet whose future appears uncertain in a post-Soviet world. A number of autonomous 
Republics associated with the Russian SFSR, including Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic (ASSR), Bashkir ASSR, Chechen-Ingush ASSR, the Northern Ossetian ASSR, and 
several others have declared either their sovereignty in Russia or their outright independence. 
They will likely push for recognition for their ethnic minorities and challenge the idea of an 
ethnic Russian state.  
 

Discussion Questions 

1. What should be the Russian SFSR’s attitude towards President Gorbachev and the 
collapsing Soviet bureaucracy? 

2. To what degree should the newly created Russian state accept market forces into its 
economy? 

3. Should currently nationalized industries be privatized to spur economic freedom and 
growth, or will that only allow for further corruption of the system? 

4. To what level should democracy be incorporated into the new system? Should the 
Russian state support more individual rights, like labor protections and property rights? 

5. How should the Supreme Soviet interact with other socialist states who now look to 
China for potential leadership? Should the Russian people focus their time battling for 
ideological supremacy, or turn their attention inward? 
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