
French Cabinet (1991) 

Topic: The Future of the European Community 
 
Introduction 

 

In the wake of the Second World War, there is devastation and the threat of the Soviet Union, as 
Europe looks inward to unite over common interests and protection. The history of the European 
Community begins in France with the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community in 
1951 and eventually becomes a movement to form a full European federation.  
 
In a year full of rapid changes, Europe is continuing to pursue its goal of joining together through 
negotiating a treaty that will unite Europe. The ideas that are being debated range from 
implementing an economic and monetary union to adopting a common foreign and security 
policy. Ministers in the French Cabinet must decide what steps forward it wishes to take in the 
process of European integration and whether or not it is worth the political risk to do so.  
 
Historical Background 

 
The End of World War II and the Beginning of the Cold War 
World War II devastated Europe. While the newly cemented superpowers of the United States 
and Soviet Union managed to escape the war with their economies and infrastructure intact, the 
devastation of the war on mainland Europe was extreme. Infrastructure was destroyed, 
once-powerful countries like the United Kingdom and France were deeply in debt, and millions 
of men lay dead. After inciting two world wars, Germany was split into four zones of occupation 
as punishment: the Soviet zone in the East and the French, American, and British zones in the 
West. This represented the broad political divide embodied by much of Europe — a looming 
Soviet Union in the East and vulnerable states in the West.  
 
The tension between the United States and the Soviet Union would only increase in hostility, 
leading to a Cold War. The Cold War can be defined as a historical era of tension, which saw the 
democratic, capitalist United States struggle with the communist Soviet Union for power and 
influence throughout the world, despite the two states never fighting in a war directly. Its impact 
would structure international politics for generations.  
 
The European Recovery Program 
The European Recovery Program (ERP) of 1948, also known as the Marshall Plan, can be 
interpreted as one of the first shots in the Cold War. Through the ERP, the United States aimed 
to distribute billions of dollars of aid to struggling European countries in order to help with their 



recovery. This was done out of fear that the Soviet Union could benefit from Europe’s economic 
instability.  
 
As part of the ERP, the American executive demanded that Europe work together to help plan 
the distribution of aid. Though European states had trouble collaborating, the ERP led to the 
establishment of important organizations that would set the groundwork for further European 
integration. In particular, the Organization for European Economic Cooperation (OEEC), 
established in 1948, was charged with collaborating with American partner organizations in 
order to facilitate the ERP’s rollout.  The OEEC would go on to a multilateral agreement on 1

intra-European payments in 1948 and a trade liberalization agreement in 1949, setting the stage 
for further European integration.  2

 
The Founding Treaties 
The dream of European unity had been percolating in the minds of Europeans since the midst of 
World War II. In the late 1940s, Europe saw the growth of the Union of European Federalists, 
which claimed 100,000 members at its peak, and the Congress of Europe of 1948, in which 800 
politicians and intellectual figures from 17 different countries gathered in the Hague and 
proposed policy goals for how to integrate the continent.  3

 
The vision, however, did not manifest itself until the plan of Robert Schuman was created. 
Schuman was the French foreign minister who developed the founding treaty of the European 
project as a response to a conflict between France and Germany over whether to allow important 
German coalfields to stay under the purview of the international community. In 1950, as a 
solution, Schuman proposed that the joint output of coal and steel between France and Germany 
be placed under a supranational structure between the two countries.  
 
This proposal was appealing, because it would make war between the two States impossible and 
force the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), or West Germany, to integrate with other 
Western European countries. Konrad Adenauer, the German Chancellor, welcomed the plan, and 
it was further approved by Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg (the Benelux 
countries). Thus, on April 18th, 1951, the Treaty of Paris, which established the European Coal 
and Steel Community (ECSC), was signed.  
 

1 https://www.oecd.org/general/organisationforeuropeaneconomicco-operation.htm 
2https://www.cvce.eu/en/recherche/unit-content/-/unit/02bb76df-d066-4c08-a58a-d4686a3e68ff/84c940fe-a82b-4fe8-ad53-63144
bfe30b1 
3https://www.cvce.eu/en/education/unit-content/-/unit/7b137b71-6010-4621-83b4-b0ca06a6b2cb/4b311dc0-cbe6-421d-9f9a-3bc
8b1b155f6 
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The European Project was solidified with two more founding treaties, which are known together 
as the Treaties of Rome. These treaties established the European Economic Community (EEC) 
and the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) and were signed in 1957.  
 
The EEC is the more significant treaty of the two. It created a common market between its six 
signatories based on the free movement of goods, people, services, and capital and a single 
economic area with free competition. It abolished customs duties between signatories and 
implemented a common external tariff on imports from outside the EEC.  It further created a 4

common agricultural policy, a common transport policy and the European Investment Bank. 
Political institutions were also developed—the treaty solidified the structure of European 
Community (EC) to be made up of a Council of Ministers, the European Commission, the 
Parliamentary Assembly and the Court of Justice. 
 
Meanwhile, Euratom was created to coordinate the research programs of its signatories to 
develop Europe’s nuclear capacities, as, at the time the treaty was signed, the only two countries 
with significant nuclear capabilities and knowledge were the United States and the Soviet Union. 
The treaty sought to ensure the security of nuclear energy supply, alongside implementing safety 
standards and protocols and limiting nuclear energy to only be used peacefully. 
 
Together, these three treaties are known as the Founding Treaties, because they laid the 
groundwork for the European Community’s evolution.  
 
The Single European Act 
Broadly, the long stretch of time between 1958 and 1991 saw the growth of the European 
Community on all fronts. The first can be measured in terms of size: Denmark, Ireland, and the 
United Kingdom joined in 1973, Greece joined in 1981, and Portugal and Spain joined in 1986.   5

 
A variety of amendments to the original treaties and new projects were also founded to further 
integrate the EC. The EC budget was reformed to include the principle of a single budget among 
all of the EC’s institutions, and the 1984 Fontainebleau Agreement  allowed for certain Member 6

States to contribute more or less to the budget depending on their relative prosperity. 
 
The most significant political change seen during this time was the Single European Act (SEA), 
signed in 1986.  The SEA allowed the European Community to move from an 7

economically-focused union to one with broader powers in the political and social spheres, and, 
in this way, was the first significant change to the Treaties of Rome. It replaced consensus with 

4 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=LEGISSUM:xy0023 
5 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries_en#tab-0-1 
6 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/history/1980-1989/1984_en 
7 https://www.civitas.org.uk/content/files/TR.2.SEA_.pdf 
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qualified majority voting in the Council of Ministers, expanded the powers of the European 
Parliament to include legislative (rather than just deliberative) abilities, and extended EC powers 
in a variety of fields, including monetary policy, social policy, research and development, and 
the environment. 
 
Though the SEA significantly extended the powers of the European Community, Schuman’s 
dream of a European Federation is yet to be fully enacted. This can only be done through 
unifying Europe further—monetarily, politically, and socially.  
 
Current Situation 

 

The year is 1991 and with the SEA’s recent passing, the forward momentum in favor of further 
European integration is strong. Politicians from the European Community’s Member States are 
beginning to meet in Maastricht, the Netherlands for the purpose of creating a new European 
treaty to unite the countries even further. Though the city is small, the ideas in play are 
ambitious, with the scope and ability to finally realize the federalist’s dream of a European 
Union. The following sections are introductions to the policy proposals that are being seriously 
considered for inclusion in the treaty, and some political dimensions the French Cabinet may 
want to keep in mind as it debates which of these proposals it wants to support.  
 
Economic and Monetary Union 
One question that has not been fully addressed is that of an Economic and Monetary Union 
(EMU). In an EMU, all European countries would share the same fiscal and monetary policy, 
including a shared currency. Though the transition to an EMU was proposed in the Single 
European Act, the policy has yet to be enacted.  
 
There are many benefits to creating an EMU. It would make it easier to travel and conduct trade 
between European countries through creating price transparency and ease of exchange.  It would 8

make it easier for Europe to act as a common bloc when negotiating trade agreements and other 
financial treaties. And a common currency would serve as a powerful symbol of solidarity for the 
European people and for the world.  
 
There are drawbacks to creating an EMU as well. Under an EMU, all involved countries would 
lose the ability to have their own monetary policy. This means that in the case of a recession or 
depression, a national government would lose the ability to adjust its interest and exchange rates 
in response to the problem.  9

8https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/economic-and-monetary-union/what-
economic-and-monetary-union-emu_en 
9https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/next-euro-crisis-italy-by-joseph-e--stiglitz-2018-06?barrier=accesspaylog 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/economic-and-monetary-union/what-economic-and-monetary-union-emu_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/economic-and-monetary-union/what-economic-and-monetary-union-emu_en
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/next-euro-crisis-italy-by-joseph-e--stiglitz-2018-06?barrier=accesspaylog


Common Foreign & Security Policy 
A common foreign and security policy would allow the European bloc to promote joint values 
and exercise joint action in relation to other countries and intergovernmental institutions, giving 
them more international influence.  Ministers must choose the range of issues and treaties that a 10

common foreign policy would cover if implemented, whether it would apply only to military and 
defense treaties or a broader scope of intergovernmental agreements, such as foreign aid. 
 
If European States were to decide to create a joint foreign policy, they must determine what the 
pillars of that foreign policy should be. The European Community would need to decide if its 
goals are to promote peace, cooperation between governments, and compliance with 
intergovernmental institutions, or if it seeks to put its own interests above all else. The 
disagreements that may arise could prevent the idea of joint policy from ever being 
accomplished.  
 
Creating some form of common foreign and security policy could help ensure European 
prominence in a rapidly-changing world. Now that the Soviet Union looks to be falling apart, the 
bipolar, Cold War balance of power is rapidly collapsing. A united Western Europe could fill the 
void the Soviet Union is leaving behind, and it is unlikely that one country could do this alone.  
 
However, the French Cabinet must keep its national interests in mind. Pursuing a common 
foreign and security policy means that France would lose independence in its decision-making 
and will likely be pressured to share State intelligence, research, and resources with other 
countries. Ministers must decide how willing they are to sacrifice autonomy for greater power 
and whether or not they can accumulate such power on their own.   11

 
European Citizenship 
One of the most notable proposals put forward in Maastricht has been that of a common 
European citizenship. Under this plan, members of various European countries would hold 
European passports, have the right to live and work in other European countries, and vote in 
inter-European parliamentary elections.  A joint European citizenship would be a powerful 12

symbol of unity—a person born in France would not only see themselves as French, but as 
European.  
 
To allow European Citizenship to be enacted would require a massive amount of trust between 
governments, because countries would be allowing people from outside their borders to freely 
enter at will, then work and stay as long as they would like. Furthermore, Europe is a diverse 

10 https://europa.eu/european-union/topics/foreign-security-policy_en 
11 https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/making-sense-of-french-foreign-policy/ 
12 https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/eu-citizenship/eu-citizenship_en 
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place with many different languages and cultures. In order to facilitate the movement and travel 
of European citizens to other countries, it is important for the European Community to foster 
new mechanisms of cultural integration, whether it be through educational exchange programs or 
even creating symbols of European identity.  
 
Enlargement of the European Community 
East and West Germany reunited in October of 1990, during which the communist German 
Democratic Republic (GDR) was absorbed into the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG).  13

Though the Federal Republic of Germany is a member of the European Community, with the 
new inclusion of the GDR in Germany as a whole, there is fear in the minds of European 
politicians that a formerly-communist country will never be able to fully integrate into the 
democratic structure of a united Europe. This fear is significant because, as the Soviet Union 
continues to crumble, it is likely that formerly-communist countries will seek to modernize and 
recover by joining the European project.  14

 
Ministers must decide whether or not it is worth the risk to allow formerly-communist countries 
to join the European Community. They must determine if the benefits of spreading democracy 
around the continent are worth the risk of investing in less developed states that will be able to 
contribute less to European projects.  
 
Domestic Politics in France 
Finally, there is the matter of domestic politics. Since its inception, France has been the spiritual 
leader of European integration. The two fathers of the European federalist dream, Robert 
Schuman and Jean Monnet, were both French diplomats, and France was one of the founding six 
countries of the European Coal and Steel Community. French President François Mitterrand sees 
himself at the forefront of the European movement and as a main driver towards integration.  
 
Emulating this positive spirit, French politicians and pollsters right now are confident that there 
is strong support in France for further European integration.  President Mitterrand faces 15

ineffective opposition from the Communists, who are too isolated to matter, and the Gaullists, 
who are focused strictly on domestic issues. Furthermore, French citizens do not know a lot 
about the European Community or how integration would impact their day-to-day lives, meaning 
that they would be unlikely to oppose government action on this front. 
 
There are two means by which the French government could choose to ratify a new treaty: a 
three-fifths vote in French parliament or a referendum by the people. Though it is likely that a 

13 http://www.ejil.org/pdfs/2/1/2023.pdf 
14https://www.kas.de/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=c5a8d200-db92-7a59-ba57-580ba995a95a&groupId=252038 
15 https://www.jstor.org/stable/4139670?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 
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European treaty would easily pass parliament, a strong referendum result could have positive 
benefits for Mitterrand’s government. First of all, it would show France as a strong supporter of 
European integration and offer the country more influence in negotiations moving forward. 
Second, Mitterrand could point to a strong referendum performance as approval for his domestic 
agenda. Finally, France has a strong history of making important political decisions by 
referendum, and to not allow French citizens to vote on a treaty this important could upset the 
populace.  
 
However, the French government should not be too confident when deciding whether or not to 
hold a referendum. The far-left and far-right parties are notoriously Eurosceptic, with the 
communists opposing the spread of the neo-liberal agenda and far-right seeing an integration 
Europe as a threat to French nationalism.  If Mitterrand does not put the work in to secure the 16

results of a referendum, the results could be different than anticipated.  
 
Discussion Questions 

 

● Should the French Cabinet support a new European treaty for the further integration of 
Europe?  

● If so, which policy proposals should French representatives negotiate for in Maastricht? 
Which policy proposals should France oppose? 

● If created, how can the French Cabinet generate support for a new European treaty? 

16 Harmsen, Robert and Menno Spiering, eds. Euroscepticism: Party Politics, National Identity and European Integration. 
Amsterdam: Radopi B.V., 2004. p. 25. 



Cabinet of France 

Topic: The Future of French Socialism and Communism 

Introduction 

France has always been proud of its revolutionary tradition. The republican values of the 
Revolution of 1789 remain present in modern French politics. Though France repeatedly 
struggled with authoritarianism and oppression, whether it be in the form of Emperors or Nazi 
occupation, the country has always made its way back to democracy and to freedom. Since the 
Revolution, French politics have featured various radical leftist elements. Though the full history 
of the French Left is extensive, the following guide summarizes the rise of French socialist and 
communist movements from the Third Republic to the present. It further describes the state of 
not just the French leftist movement and left-wing parties, but the global state of communism 
and the ideology’s center, the Soviet Union.  
 
Historical Background 

 
The Paris Commune 
From March 18 to May 28, 1871, the city of Paris was ruled by a radical leftist revolutionary 
government that called itself La Commune de Paris , or The Paris Commune. During and after 
the Franco-Prussian War, which saw Paris placed under siege from September 19, 1870 to the 
French surrender on January 28, 1871, Paris was defended by the radical National Guard. It was 
largely made up of workers, and when the provisional national government of the newly-formed 
Third Republic decided to disarm the National Guard, resistance broke out. On March 26, 
elections organized by the guard led to a victory for the revolutionaries. The Commune became 
what Karl Marx dubbed a “dictatorship of the proletariat,” and instituted such social measures as 
a 10-hour workday. 

 
On May 21, the French army entered an undefended section of the city. In what came to be 
known as “The Bloody Week,” tens of thousands of insurrectionists were killed, and the leaders 
of the commune movement were executed or deported.  1

 
The French Left 
With the leaders of the French Socialist movements either killed or exiled, socialist movements 
were drastically weakened. The Federation of the Socialist Workers of France was founded in 
1879, and promoted “possibilism,” or gradual reform. In 1882, Jules Guesde and Paul Lafargue 
(the son-in-law of Karl Marx) founded the French Workers’ Party, and in 1890 the 
Revolutionary Socialist Workers’ Party was founded by Jean Allemane. In 1902, Allemane and 

1 https://www.britannica.com/event/Commune-of-Paris-1871 



Jean Jaurès founded the French Socialist Party, and Guesde and Édouard Vaillant founded the 
Socialist Party of France. In 1905, the two combined into the French Section of the Worker’s 
International (SFIO), which remained the foremost French socialist party until 1969.  2

 
The SFIO suffered several major blows in the early 20th century. Jaurès was assassinated in 
1914, anti-war socialists suffered massive election losses in 1919, and in 1920, the left-wing 
majority of the party broke off to join Vladimir Lenin’s Third International, also known as the 
Comintern, and became the French Communist Party (PCF).  Léon Blum was left to lead the 3

remainder of the SFIO. In 1934, the SFIO came together with PCF and the Radical-Socialist 
Republican Party in the “Popular Front,” which in 1936 won the legislative elections and formed 
a government headed by Blum, France’s first SFIO Prime Minister. Unfortunately, Blum’s 
government soon collapsed over economic policy. By 1939, with the beginning of World War II, 
the PCF was banned and its leadership, threatened with execution, fled the country. The 
weakened Left could not withstand the collapse of the Third Republic and the German invasion. 

 
When the war ended and the dust settled, the PCF emerged as the most prominent party on the 
Left, having helped to organize significant opposition to Nazi occupation. In 1944, the SFIO and 
the PCF entered a coalition with the Christian Democratic Popular Republican Movement, called 
the Tripartite alliance, which created the major elements of the French welfare state and the 
Fourth Republic. The PCF soon isolated itself politically, though it remained a permanent fixture 
of the French political landscape. The power of the SFIO began to decline, and its policy 
wavered throughout the dysfunctional Fourth Republic. Though the French Left opposed 
colonialism, Prime Minister Guy Mollet, leader of the SFIO from 1946 to 1969, conducted a 
politically disastrous counterterrorism campaign in Algeria. In May of 1958, the Algerian Crisis 
ended the Fourth Republic, and Charles de Gaulle came to power as the first President of the 
Fifth Republic. Gaullism struck the nation, and France moved suddenly toward nationalism and 
the right. The French Left suffered in the following elections.  4

 
The events of May 1968 were a disaster for France, and especially for the Left. Student protests 
combined with worker protests in what became a full rebuke of the existing political structure. 
While radicals advocated for complete revolutionary anarchy, more moderate elements began to 
have second thoughts over tearing it all down. The SFIO declined significantly in the 1960s, and 
following the chaos of May 1968, it completely imploded. In 1969, it was replaced by the Parti 
Socialiste, or Socialist Party (PS). The PS was soon overtaken by François Mitterrand, a minister 
of Guy Mollet’s government who had brought himself to the national forefront via his vehement 
opposition to de Gaulle’s comeback. Mitterrand, who had run as an independent in 1965, nearly 

2 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Socialist-Party-France 
3 https://www.britannica.com/topic/French-Communist-Party 
4 https://www.britannica.com/place/France/The-Fourth-Republic 



won the 1974 presidential election, and in 1978—for the first time since 1936—the Socialists 
overtook the Communists in the polls and became the main left-wing party. 
 
Current Situation 

 
President François Mitterrand and the Socialist Party 
Ten years ago, in a socialist upset and the left’s first major victory in decades, François 
Mitterrand was elected President of France, the first left-wing politician to be president under the 
Fifth Republic. He ran on a left-wing platform, putting forth the “110 Propositions for France,” 
which laid out a series of leftist policy proposals. 

 
In his first term, he immediately called legislative elections, inviting the Communist Party into 
his government in the “Common Programme.” Though the Communist ministers left the cabinet 
in 1984, the left-wing majority instituted reforms to economic, social, and cultural policy, 
including nationalizing financial instituations and important industries, raising the minimum 
wage, and abolishing the death penalty. During this time, Mitterrand adopted a harder stance on 
the Soviet Union, aligning France to the United States. The economic difficulties caused by 
many of these policies have led the PS to become socialist only in name, instead adopting 
free-market liberalism to combat inflation and unemployment. 

 
With leftist voters frustrated and the right wing on the rise (Jean-Marie Le Pen’s National Front, 
a far-right anti-immigrant party, came to prominence during this time), the PS was crushed in the 
1986 legislative elections. What followed was the Fifth Republic’s first period of “cohabitation,” 
with a President and Prime Minister from different parties. Mitterrand backed down, naming the 
prominent Gaullist conservative Jacques Chirac his PM. While Mitterrand retained control of 
foreign policy, Chirac used his purview over the domestic sphere to demolish the reforms of the 
Socialists. He re-privatized nationalized industries, abolished the wealth tax and removed 
regulations. However, Chirac’s approval ratings suffered after a transport strike and a series of 
terrorist attacks in Paris.  

 
As Chirac stumbled, Mitterrand and the PS recovered. Mitterrand was reelected in 1988, 
becoming the first president of the Fifth Republic to be elected twice with universal sovereignty. 
He ran on a moderate platform, promising neither nationalisations nor liberalisation, and named 
his highly popular political rival Michel Rocard, leader of the moderate wing of the PS, Prime 
Minister. In the new legislative elections, the PS obtained a relative majority. Earlier this year, 
due to tensions between Mitterrand and Rocard, Rocard was replaced as Prime Minister by Edith 
Cresson, France’s first female Prime Minister. The move has provoked some controversy, as 
Cresson can be a brash politician. 

 



Discussion Questions 

 

1) Should the Mitterrand government institute socialist and leftist policies, or continue the 
trend toward liberalism and moderation? 

2) What steps should be taken to shore up political capital and popular support? 
3) How can the Cabinet ensure they remain able to govern effectively and prevent Cresson’s 

abrasiveness from neutering the government? 
 

The Global State of Socialism 
The Soviet Union has long been the global standard-bearer of socialism as the largest and most 
powerful nation to institute the government systems and policies once advocated by the likes of 
Marx and Lenin. But recent decades have proved challenging to the Soviet’s dominance. In 
1968, while French radicals occupied the streets of Paris, Premier Leonid Brezhnev rolled tanks 
down the streets of Prague, squashing the liberal reforms of the Czech government, 
demonstrating to the world that Soviet power could now only be upheld though force.  The 5

decades since have been a natural fallout, and democratic movements flourished following these 
events.  

 
When Mikhail Gorbachev became Soviet Premier in 1985, he began to institute a series of 
reforms with the goal of reviving the struggling and stagnant economy. In 1987, he undertook 
the policy of glasnost (“openness”). Glasnost shattered the culture of oppression in the Soviet 
Union, as freedoms of speech and of the press saw significant expansion. The policies of 
Stalinist totalitarianism were completely rebuked, and criticism of the government, after decades 
of censorship and exile, was finally allowed. Furthermore, under the policy of perestroika 
(“restructuring”), Soviet economic and political policies have been reworked in an attempt to 
bring the Soviet Union to the economic level of Germany, Japan or the United States.  6

Gorbachev has attempted to decentralize the economy and introduce a small level of free-market 
processes. However, government bureaucrats still resist these reforms, refusing to give up their 
power. 

 
Frustrated by the Communist Party’s obstruction of his reforms, Gorbachev made constitutional 
changes to the branches of government in order to weaken the hold of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union (CPSU). In 1988, he created a new bicameral parliament: the Congress of 
People’s Deputies. Some of its members were directly elected by the Soviet people in contested 
democratic elections. In 1989, the Congress elected a new Supreme Soviet, a standing parliament 
with significant legislative power, in contrast to its predecessor of the same name. That May, 
Gorbachev was elected chairman of the Supreme Soviet, modeling the presidency partially off 

5 https://www.britannica.com/event/Prague-Spring 
6 https://www.britannica.com/topic/perestroika-Soviet-government-policy 



the French model. Perhaps the most radical constitutional change came in Gorbachev’s removal 
of the article forbidding all political organizations except the CPSU.  7

 
Throughout 1989, a series of reformist communist movements arose in the Eastern Bloc. 
Gorbachev frequently voiced his support for such movements. And later that year, as 
communism collapsed in each of those countries, Gorbachev took the opposite response that 
Brezhnev had taken to the Prague Spring. Rather than invade, Gorbachev allowed democratically 
elected governments to rise in East Germany, Poland, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia, and agreed 
to a phased withdrawal of Soviet troops in each of those countries. By the following summer, 
Gorbachev had not even allowed the reunification of East and West Germany, but also agreed 
that the unified nation would become a member of NATO. Gorbachev was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his achievements.  8

 
The decline in censorship of anti-government speech has led to a return of expatriates to their 
homelands, spreading new ideas and urging reform. The tides of democracy are rising among 
Soviets. In Russia, against the wishes of Gorbachev, Boris Yeltsin, a staunch advocate of 
democracy and reform, was elected President of the Russian Republic by the parliament of the 
Russian SFSR on May 29, 1990, a year after he had entered the Congress of People’s Deputies. 
On March 4, 1990, Ukraine held its first competitive democratic elections. The Ukrainian 
Verkhovna Rada (parliament), which replaced the Ukrainian Supreme Soviet, broke the 
Communist Party of Ukraine’s (CPU) hold on political power. The CPU’s majority was reduced 
to 239 of the 450 members. Leonid Kravchuk, face of the Ukrainian democratic movement, was 
named Chairman on July 23.  
 
Discussion Questions 

 

1) What should French foreign policy toward the Soviet Union consist of? 
2) Should France work to preserve socialism in some form or acquiesce entirely to 

capitalism? 

7 https://www.britannica.com/place/Russia/The-Gorbachev-era-perestroika-and-glasnost#ref422211 
8 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mikhail-Gorbachev 


