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1.

Topic 1 - Technology in Economic Development &

Human Rights
1.1. Topic Overview
The advent of the digital age has given rise to an accelerating curve of technological
development and global tech dissemination. Technology is advancing at an increasingly
blistering pace, and direct systems of communication allow the developing world to adopt and
react quicker than ever before. These advances have the potential for enormous global
economic and rights-based benefits, but also present new challenges and risks to the worldwide
community. The UNHRC must be prepared to sponsor technology that combats global
inequality and preserves human rights while applying ever-greater scrutiny to technological
advances that might encroach upon those rights.
Technology and regulatory innovations in socioeconomic development present opportunities to
reduce socioeconomic inequality both intranationally (between developed and developing
nations) and internationally (among the citizens of each country). Cellular communication and
the spread of the internet have allowed developing nations and their citizens to be ever more
connected to the global economy. Also, with increasing focus and ability to quickly circulate
innovation globally, developing countries now have the opportunity to “leapfrog” entire segments
of the technology chain and rapidly shrink the gap between themselves and developed nations.
Moreover, the global community as a whole has become increasingly concerned with rising
economic inequality, particularly within individual nation states. Rights of education and
economic development are a cornerstone of many government initiatives. These include
programs designed to eliminate or diminish the effects of poverty, efforts to retrain/re-educate
manual labor forces to tech-savvy skillsets, and regulatory efforts to evolve taxation in an age of
globalized multinational organizations. The UNHRC views economic development and equality
of opportunity as critical pieces in securing and advancing human rights. However, many
specific programs or initiatives remain hypothetical and hotly debated within participant nations.

The rapid development of technology also raises the prospect of direct and indirect impacts on
human rights around the world. The benefits include significantly expanded systems of
communication such as the internet, smartphones, and social media. Technology allows for
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better monitoring, communication, and as-it-occurs crisis alerts regarding potential human rights
violations. This means the global regulatory and supervisory community is better appraised and
aware of the status of human rights around the world, and it enables citizens to quickly report
autocratic actions taken by their governments or dangerous situations evolving in their areas.
Also, this growing collective “consciousness” for the status and advancement of human rights
pushes, whether implicitly or explicitly, the world to improve.
Unfortunately, these innovations simultaneously raise the risk of infringement or violation of
human rights by governmental or non-governmental actors. Governments can utilize advanced
imaging, surveillance, and data collection systems to infringe upon the privacy rights of their
citizens. These practices are increasingly controversial, but many nations have argued their
necessity for national security, crime reduction, etc. Additionally, several nations impede on
human rights not by using technology, but rather by restricting it. This is quite common in efforts
to censor or block access to open communications through the internet or social media
networks.
A new age of technology requires a re-evaluation to the collective global approach of ensuring,
promoting, and expanding human rights under both the existing treaties surrounding the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Sustainable Development Goals of 2030. New
technology empowers developing and developed nations alike to accelerate economic
development, reduce socioeconomic inequality, and better monitor rights violations. However,
innovations can also be used and abused in an era where established regulatory mechanisms
may quickly be outpaced by the technology advancements they attempt to supervise. The
UNHRC must act swiftly and decisively to both ensure technology’s use as a foundation for
future development and rights goals, and to mitigate the potential risks for technology abuse or
collateral rights infringement.

1.2. Historical Background
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was ratified in 1948 and since has seen additions
with the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights in 1976 along with the
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. In 2006, the UNHRC replaced the unpopular Human
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Rights Commission and established the Universal Periodic Review to monitor and keep all
nations in check.
The UN’s first efforts in international economic development began in the 1960’s, which the UN
coined its first “development decade” – with the goal of boosting employment and income levels
in developing nations. In the 1970’s this expanded into social policy goals and the partnership of

economic development with the use of science and technology.2 By the 1980’s the UN had
grown to take on a much more focused role regarding human rights – with expansions of human
rights through new declarations (e.g., rights of the child) and conventions (e.g. Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women). The UN declared a right to
development in 1986. This period also saw the rise of regional structures in Africa, Europe, and
the Americas to administer region-specific human rights frameworks.3
In 2000 the Millennium Declaration set high Millennium-development-goals for human rights,
gender equality, and economic growth. Finally, in 2015 the UN established a new era of
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“people-centered” development with its Sustainable development goals to be achieved by
2030.3,4

1.2.1. Past Attempts to Combat or Reduce Socioeconomic Inequality
The first western attempts to innovate and act on poverty occurred in the late 18th century, with
the notable example of Speenhamland in 17955. Sadly, poverty and inequality were high in this
period and early technological paradigm shifts, such as the Industrial Revolution, did not make
too much of an impact. Only in the 20th century did economists begin to think about the
structural and enduring nature of economic
inequality.6,7
innovations

This
in

the

period

also

measurement

saw
of

inequality with the invention of the Gini
Index in 1912. 8 Before this period,
economic and income inequality was high,
and as much as 80% of the world was
living in what is today considered to be
“extreme

poverty.”6

While

conditions

overall began to improve and income
inequality began to drop significantly in
developed nations, developing countries
began to fall behind.6
Through the end of the 20th century and
the beginning of the 21st century, the
developing world rapidly caught up to the
developed world, and the share of global poverty fell significantly. In much of Europe and Asia,
income inequality continued to decrease, but in English speaking countries like the United
States and the UK, the trend reversed, and inequality once again began to rise.7

1.3. Current Situation
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1.3.1. Economic Development
Technology advancements have dramatically altered the opportunities for developing nations to
close the gap to the developed world and for underprivileged or impoverished citizens to
achieve financial security. The expansion of access to the internet as well as smartphone
technology has radically reduced barriers to education, communication, and business
development. Infrastructure in many developing nations is significantly limited, but mobile
access and smart energy grids present the prospect to improve infrastructure and energy
access for rural populations radically.9,10 In fact, both of these technologies present examples
of an evolving modern-day technological trend: “leapfrogging.” Developing nations now have the
opportunity to skip entire steps in the technology and infrastructure evolution chain (such as
landline communications or traditional power grid/line infrastructure) and instead advance
directly to near-modern technology. This radically accelerates developing nations’ timelines to
“catch-up” to the developed world.11,12,13 It is an example of what economists ascribe to the
possibility of “convergence” in global economics.25 On the other hand, questions remain as to
what future degree opportunities will exist in this space. Particularly advanced future state
technology such as automation, AI, or advanced IT will require base infrastructure and skillsets
in developing nations’ labor forces and thus may be much more difficult to replicate than
previous advances.12,25 Additionally, despite the UN Sustainable Development goal of
universal internet access by 2020, it is currently estimated that only 47% of the world’s
population can access the web.13 Nevertheless, reducing obstacles to advanced education and
business activity should help combat international socioeconomic inequality.14 Additionally,
distributed ledger or “blockchain” technology can improve transparency in trade shipments,
reduce

business

transaction

fees

in

developing

countries,

and

improve

contract

security.15,16,17 In near-term emerging technology, the 2016 report on the SDGs believes
advancements in biotech (GMO foods and synthetic pharmaceuticals), digital tech (3D printing,
smartphones, and the Internet of Things), and neuro-tech (machine automation and AI) will
have immense impacts in advancing human rights and achieving the 2030 SDGs.18

1.3.2. Combating Economic Inequality
The rising tide of technological change has also stimulated several regulatory initiatives in
countries concerned with their own intranational income inequality levels. The first of these
initiatives is a proposal for a “turnover” tax on large multinational technology companies. The
idea, initially advocated by French President Emmanuel Macron’s administration, states that
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large technology companies dodge taxes by selectively allocating profit recognition to countries
with forgiving corporate tax policies.20 The theory goes that existing multinational tax policies
are insufficient to account for the rise of the globalized and disaggregated technology
corporation. Companies like Amazon, Google, Facebook, and others have revenue in nations all
across the world – and thus, should theoretically contribute in taxes to countries where they do
business. This policy plan, which has been met with mixed responses in the EU and
internationally, is unlikely to pass in its current status. But it brings to light a growing economic
issue where it is increasingly difficult to correctly ascribe and compensate the costs and benefits
of doing business in a country across its citizens.

Another popular initiative to combat inequality is the institution of a “Universal Basic Income”
which has seen limited pilots in Finland, Canada, and smaller cities in the U.S.21 The idea
behind a UBI is to pay out a specified amount each year to all citizens, or to all citizens below a
certain income level.1,22 Advocates of a UBI argue that it can combat poverty by allowing
impoverished citizens living flexibility to meet necessities, seek better employment, or engage in
entrepreneurship. Additionally, it is advocated as an alternative to other welfare programs
because of its simplicity and transparency: a specified sum provided to everyone or everyone
below a certain income.1 This could eliminate enormous amounts of wasteful administrative
bloat in existing schemes, and might be received better by tax-paying citizens. Calls for a
universal basic income have intensified due to public concern for a negative tertiary effect of
technological advancement – the elimination of simple to medium skilled labor. Automation,
machine learning, and even artificial intelligence all threaten to reduce the availability of work
across some industries, or potentially render them obsolete entirely.22 This concern is
particularly great in manufacturing, transportation, and other manual or rote labor roles. Several
advocates, including Silicon Valley icons Elon Musk and Chris Hughes, believe that a UBI will
become “a necessity” due to the potential for technology-based disruption of the workforce.23
However, UBI has not yet seen any large scale pilot or implementation and has many
detractors. Detractors argue that many of the benefits of a UBI are eliminated should the vast
majority of employed positions disappear, while others say that a UBI is more fundamentally
flawed. They claim that a UBI will create a perversely flawed welfare system in which
impoverished citizens will have no incentive to improve their socioeconomic status further or that
it will merely justify even lower wages from employers.1,23 Finally, some detractors argue that a
6
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UBI would be unsustainable due to the vast potential cost – estimated to range from 5-35% of
most countries’ respective GDPs.22
A final option presented is a system for retraining or “reskilling” low skill workers in industries like
transportation which are the most threatened by the advent of automation. Plans to teach low
skill workers computer or technical skills have been considered by the U.S., Singapore, and the
UK. The intent is to provide online or in-person courses in coding or other technical skills that
would allow workers automated out of the labor force a new, and potentially more lucrative,
position. However, critics have decried that low-skill workers are not in the position to practice
and learn new tech skills due to a lack of time, motivation, or even basic literacy and
numeracy.24

Nevertheless, though policymakers have yet to find a solution, the global community must
proactively grapple with the implications of automation and the suggestion it might have for
global economic inequality.

1.3.3. Technological Innovations Direct Impact on Human Rights
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However, technology can have much more direct impacts on human rights, both positively and
negatively. The advent of video, news, and social networks has vastly increased possibilities for
reporting and evidence of human rights violations. Twitter has been used to document human
rights violations in areas including Libya, Syria, and Bahrain.26 Additionally, these networks
allow citizens to coordinate demonstrations and protests of autocratic regimes, even when
traditional forms of media may be restricted. Civilians in Syria have used systems such as
Facebook, Twitter, Skype, and WhatsApp to publish documentation of crimes and to coordinate
resistance or rescue efforts. Reporting, regulatory, and supervisory agencies can also take
advantage of advanced imaging and satellite technology to better document violations or conflict
areas such as Boko Haram attacks in Nigeria or bombings of civilians in Al-Raqqa, Syria.27 The
group White Helmets has used live helmet-cam video feeds to coordinate rescue efforts for
civilians buried in rubble.28 Technology is a powerful tool in combatting autocratic regimes
through reporting, publication, and organization of protest efforts. Technology and news
platforms also broadly increase the publicity and global awareness of previously uncovered
human rights issues including the right to work, rights of women and children, and protections
against discrimination of those with different racial and sexual identities. There is ever greater
pressure for governments and peoples alike to improve and abide by a strict human rights
record.
But improved technology has also created greater possibilities for misuse and abuse by
aggressive governments. The first significant risk is the active use of advanced technology for
population surveillance, suppression, or censorship.27 The most significant concern surrounds
the advent of modern-day mass surveillance systems which enable governments to surveil and
monitor their citizens at heretofore unheard of scope and detail.29 Governments can use video
monitoring, web-activity logging, credit, and financial monitoring, personal data collection, and
other methods to collect mass amounts of private information on their citizens. 29 China has
been known to utilize AI and mass surveillance heavily and is pioneering a new era of
“algorithmic” surveillance – which critics have condemned for paving a path to dystopian style
“citizen score” systems.30 While such systems have not yet been realized, there is a significant
concern to be held with the widening gap in public and regulator understanding of surveillance
systems and their rapidly evolving capabilities. Countries in the West have been criticized for
their surveillance and monitoring efforts in the aftermath of the Edward Snowden leaks – with
the US, the UK, and France coming under particular scrutiny.31 It is important to note, many of
8
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these systems are being used by security and intelligence agencies to counteract crime, foreign
cyber-attacks, and even international terrorism. As intelligence agency heads emphasize, a
modern cyber-intelligence and supervisory system are essential to national security and safety –
but it is crucial that the public understands them and that their powers and reach be carefully
regulated by informed policymakers both within nation states and across the globe.31 The
second major concern is the restriction of access to the internet, social and public
communication platforms, or monitoring of online activity. The Chinese Cyberspace
Administration as an example has massively advanced efforts to restrict or censor internet
information flow and better control online communication efforts among its citizens.27,30 These
efforts can deeply hurt rights of free expression, opinion, and assembly or association.

The UNHRC is reaching a point of divergence in how it must approach technology in the
modern world. Technology capabilities will continue to grow and improve exponentially, and the
UNHRC along with its member states must be prepared to fully enable innovations that improve
or secure human rights while actively supervising and mitigating potential risks. This body must
create a plan to promote technology innovation and infrastructure advancement in the
developing world. Its member states must establish accord on inter and intranational
socioeconomic inequality – how it might be combatted, and how to empower underprivileged
citizens to achieve financial security. The UNHRC should further identify new ways to use
imaging, communication, and data technology to monitor and prevent human rights violations
around the world. Finally, the UNHRC must encourage a measured approach to the use of
surveillance technology: national security and sovereignty are paramount in an era of easy
communication and globalized borders. But states must balance those interests against the
privacy and expression rights of their peoples and ensure that as technology evolves the
regulatory oversight controlling it does as well.

1.4. Bloc Positions
1.4.1. Use of Technology to Promote Sustainable Development
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals was ratified by the UNGA in late 2015.
These goals are spread across 160+ different indicators to determine a comprehensive view of
nation and global progress.32 Asian countries have made significant steps to improve income
9
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inequality, but still struggle in basic infrastructure services, food security, and gender equality.
Eastern Europe has made strides in infrastructure development and income inequality, but still
has a poor record of information access.33 Africa represents a subset of the poorest nations in
the world, and thus has extreme obstacles in reaching SDGs of reductions of poverty and
hunger while improving education and basic infrastructure. These nations have made significant
efforts to coordinate with the developed world and have made enormous strides, technology
enabled and otherwise, but still a difficult path lies ahead. Finally, Latin and Central America
have dire issues of income inequality, crime and violence, and restricted information access.33
The nations of the world have uniformly partnered together to achieve the SDGs, but individual
nations still vary wildly in their individual focus on improvement and contribution to the greater
world stage.

1.4.2. Combating Economic Inequality with Consideration for Technological Disruption
The EU has taken a particularly strong stance in this space, led by Scandinavian countries as
well as parts of Western Europe such as France and Germany.20,21,22 The United States,
Canada, and the UK have all contributed pilots in a UBI or reskilling effort but these have not
approached a national position on the matter and internal politics remain contentious.20,24 Much
of the world is cognizant of the issue, but potential solutions and initiatives remain highly
dependent on national politics rather than global bloc alignments.

1.4.3. Direct and Indirect Impacts of Advanced Technology on Human Rights
Once again, many nations in the EU have taken a strong stance against the use of mass
surveillance technology, with notable past exceptions in the UK and France – largely for
concerns of national security. The
United States, Russia, and China
have

all

engaged

in

state

surveillance programs and remain
likely to continue to do so.35
Developed

and

developing

nations will likely align on this
differently
government
national

based

on

internal

sentiment
security

and

concerns.
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Autocratic states with major concerns of dissent and high levels of violence, or nations with risks
of terrorism or cyber-crime are most likely to resist regulation or anti-surveillance efforts. Most
nations are in favor of the use of technology to report, monitor, and counter human rights
violations – but many will still remain cautious with international actions or capabilities that have
the potential to interfere with national sovereignty.35

1.5. Discussion Questions
●

How can the UNHRC help promote technology innovation and implementation in the
developing world?

●

What opportunities exist for dramatic improvement in developing economy outcomes
and \ the use of technology to improve infrastructure/technology by “leapfrogging”
(such as mobile phones or mobile payments have in the past)

●

How can developed nations and the world’s private sector partner with the
developing world to advance sustainable development goals?

●

How can the UNHRC ensure positive technology innovation while mitigating the risks
of technology disruption on unskilled or developing labor economies?

●

How should global tax and benefit systems adjust to a new era of transnational
communication and business?

●

Can efforts to eliminate poverty and inequality be implemented effectively, and what
systems show the most promise in doing so?

●

Why have inequality outcomes varied in past history, and what is causing the current
international divergence in the “direction” of future inequality?
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●

How can the UNHRC encourage robust regulatory mechanisms to prevent overstep
of modern technology surveillance?

●

How does the UNHRC ensure the right to privacy, opinion, and expression in an era
of big data collection, video and audio surveillance, and encompassing “digital
fingerprints”?

●

In what ways can modern technology be implemented to better report, monitor, and
combat current and future human rights violations?

●

What near-term technological innovations might have the greatest positive or
negative impact on human rights, and how can the UNHRC prepare for them?

1.6. Key Terms
●

Gini Index

●

Universal Basic Income

●

Turnover Tax

●

Leapfrogging

●

Mobile-banking/Payment

●

Energy smart-grid

●

Sustainable Development Goals

●

Economic Convergence

●

Re-skilling

●

Video/Audio/Algorithmic Surveillance

1.7. Resources
●

http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/human-rights/

●

http://www.peacewomen.org/sites/default/files/Seven%20decades%20of%20developme
nt.pdf
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●

https://undg.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Chronology-of-UN-Milestones-on-HR-andDevelopment_HRWG_2-November-2016-2.pdf

●

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/MDGs/Post2015/SDG_HR_Table.pdf

●

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/07/09/who-really-stands-to-win-from-univers
al-basic-income

●

https://ourworldindata.org/global-economic-inequality

●

https://ourworldindata.org/income-inequality

●

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/03/16/richer-and-poorer

●

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/03/19/key-takeaways-technology-emerging-d
eveloping-nations/

●

https://cs.stanford.edu/people/eroberts/cs181/projects/2007-08/developing-economies/e
conomics-appropriate.html

●

https://singularityhub.com/2018/05/06/leapfrogging-tech-is-changing-millions-of-lives-her
es-how/

●

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2017/10/11/africa-can-enjoy-leapfrog-develop
ment

●

https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2017/09/18/UN-Majority-of-worlds-populati
on-lacks-internet-access/6571505782626/

●

https://www.economist.com/special-report/2017/11/09/what-technology-can-do-for-africa

●

https://www.economist.com/special-report/2017/11/09/africa-might-leapfrog-straight-to-c
heap-renewable-electricity-and-minigrids

●

http://blogs.worldbank.org/jobs/can-technology-reshape-world-work-developing-countries

●

https://www.unece.org/info/media/news/trade/2017/exploring-the-transformative-potential
-of-blockchain-for-sustainable-development-at-the-30th-uncefact-forum/doc.html
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●

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/2328Global%20Sustainable%
20development%20report%202016%20(final).pdf

●

http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/tir2018overview_en.pdf (UN Technology and
Innovation Report)

●

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/eu-turnover-revenue-tax-corporation-t
ax-avoidance-a7941116.html

●

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/jun/27/benefit-or-burden-the-cities-trying-out-un
iversal-basic-income

●

https://www.wired.com/story/the-paradox-of-universal-basic-income/

●

https://www.forbes.com/sites/marcoannunziata/2018/07/27/universal-basic-income-a-uni
versally-bad-idea/#270c47953269

●

https://www.economist.com/special-report/2017/01/12/retraining-low-skilled-workers
(Economist special report on retraining/reskilling)

●

https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/the-future-of-economic-convergence/

●

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/25/technology/personaltech/syria-war-digital-tools.htm
l?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FSurveillance%20of%20Citizens%20by%20Governme
nt

●

https://www.amnestyusa.org/tech-and-human-rights-the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly/

●

https://www.theatlantic.com/news/archive/2016/09/syria-white-helmets/502073/

●

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/03/25/digital-disruption-human-rights

●

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/02/china-surveillance/552203/

●

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/26/mass-surveillance-threat-human-rights-c
ouncil-europe

●

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/MDG/Pages/The2030Agenda.aspx

14

UNHRC - 2018

●

https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/fileadmin/files/BSt/Publikationen/GrauePublikatione
n/SDG_Index_Dashboard_full.pdf

●

http://www.oecd.org/sdd/OECD-Measuring-Distance-to-SDG-Targets.pdf

●

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/POL1067002018ENGLISH.PDF

●

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Indicators/Pages/HRIndicatorsIndex.aspx
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2.

Topic 2 - Promoting a Rights-Based Approach to

Addressing Climate Change and Environmental Refugees
2.1. Topic Overview
As the Earth's climate changes, its residents face a plethora of consequences across the world:
more severe storms and changing weather patterns, more regions experiencing severe drought
and desertification, and rising seas threaten those living below sea level. It is unlike any other
issue the United Nations has faced and is already affecting a large number of people. Currently,
an estimated 20 million people “are either temporarily or permanently displaced by changes in
their home environment, more than the number of those displaced by war or political
1

repression.”

As the number of those displaced rises, so does the need to address the issue of climate
change. By 2050, its effects are expected to increase the number of people at risk for hunger by
at least 20 percent and kill an additional 250,000 people per year from malnutrition and disease.
Climate change is expected to jeopardize clean food and water security in the world's poorest
2

regions, which could motivate or exacerbate conflicts, as resources become scarcer. No one
solution can solve this complex problem, but the broader threat that climate change poses to
humanity can be understood by examining how drought, severe weather, and flooding have
threatened the livelihood and home environments of people in the past and are expected to do
so in the future.

2.2. Historical Background
2.2.1. Drought
The cases of drought have increased over the past 50 years to an extreme in many
areas—including East Africa, the Middle East, and Southern Asia—killing millions of people. A
noteworthy example occurred in Eastern Africa in 2011. From July 2011 to August 2012,

1

Lovgren, Stefan. "Climate Change Creating Millions of "Eco Refugees," UN Warns." Daily
Nature and Science News and Headlines | National Geographic News. N.p., 18 October 2005.
Web. 13 March 2012.
2
https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/climate-change-affects-poverty
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Somalia, Djibouti, Kenya, and Ethiopia were burdened by drought that caused a severe food
crisis and impacted the livelihood of 9.5 million people. The drought mainly affected the largely
agricultural region of Southern Somalia, forcing some 920,000 people to flee to Kenya and
3

Ethiopia .
Of the 920,000 refugees, 440,000 of them were sent to a camp in Dadaab, Kenya, even though
it was built to house a maximum of 90,000 people. Eighty percent of those living at the camp
were women and children. Refugees at the camp experienced high rates of infant
mortality—which rose threefold from its rate the previous year—and faced an overall mortality
rate of 7.4 per 10,000 daily. This was largely tied to severe malnutrition resulting from
inadequate food consumption and lack of clean, drinkable water as well as high rates of
4

diseases including Malaria and HIV/AIDS.

In response to the crisis, humanitarian agencies requested a lump sum of $2.48 billion.
However, by August 2011, less than half of the money was secured, and by the end of the
campaign, only 71 percent of all necessary funds were provided. Significant contributions came
from the European Union, the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Saudi Arabia, and
Bahrain as well as the Swedish furniture corporation IKEA, which helped expand the size of the
refugee camp in Dadaab. The U.N. responded by declaring the situation a famine—the first
since 1984. Although there is no internationally mandated response to famine, the hope was to
use the characterization as a "wake-up call." With the declaration, the U.N. began to airlift
supplies to the region including health kits, 100 tons of tents to help relieve the overcrowding,
5

and food supplies. As the crisis was subsiding around late 2012, the conversation shifted to
more long-term solutions, which included investing in local coordination, developing better
irrigation systems, improving response management, ensuring livestock health, and developing

3

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-one-third-of-somalis-now-displaced-129883783/158855.html
4
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/15/somalia-food-crisis_n_899811.html
5

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-07-20/un-declares-famine-in-two-south-somalia-regi
ons-as-3-7-million-need-help.html
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more effective contingency measures such as stockpiling cereal and grains, and healthy
6

livestock.

2.2.2. Severe Weather
In 2017, Hurricane Maria devastated the Caribbean islands of Puerto Rico and the Dominican
Republic. The storm was the deadliest to hit the region since 2004. In Puerto Rico alone, it
resulted in nearly 3,000 fatalities and caused nearly $92 billion in damage. It is estimated that
thousands of people were displaced by the storm and that the entire population of Puerto Rico
was affected in some way. While the hurricane caused significant damage to the region as the
storm struck, much of the impact came in the days and months that followed. Severe flooding,
power outages, and food and water shortages resulted in widespread illness and death.

7

Response to the humanitarian crisis was heavily criticized as many residents of Puerto Rico, a
U.S. territory, were left without power and clean water for months. Sewage treatment centers
were non-operational and started to backflow into clean drinking water, triggering a water crisis.
There were also reports of a Leptospirosis outbreak after much of the water on the island was
8

contaminated with animal waste.

2.3. Current Situation
The threats from climate change require the global community to come together to ensure that
frameworks are in place to handle situations that arise in the future. Although it is unknown how
and when any certain area will be affected, jarring expert predictions have suggested what
crises may arise and how they may impact residents of various regions. It is well understood by
researchers that the most heavily impacted group of people will be the world’s poorest, who are
least able to adapt to change. This puts the onus on more economically advantaged countries to
provide shelter and housing when people in threatened regions are displaced. It also puts
6

https://web.archive.org/web/20111102172007/http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/node/21
58
7

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/hurricane-maria-puerto-rico-fema-displ
aced-families-temporary-housing-a8488266.html
8

https://medium.com/migration-issues/first-concrete-estimates-of-hurricane-maria-displaceme
nt-ad3e724a095f
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pressure on other provider nations and nongovernmental organizations to help formulate and
execute plans for healthcare, aid, and sustainability within these regions, to minimize the lasting
9

consequences of these crises.

2.3.1. Drought
Seventy-five percent of the world’s most economically disadvantaged people rely on some form
of agriculture or natural resources to survive. When that is at risk, people are forced to look
elsewhere for sustainable food supplies and may be forced to live in conditions that are
extremely detrimental to
their

health

well-being.
10

below

The

and
map

highlights some

of the regions in the
world that are the most
susceptible to drought
and famine. Noted on
the map are regions
such as the Middle East, Southern Asia, and Northern/Sub-Saharan Africa, which have both
experienced dramatic droughts in recent years. As drought is seemingly inevitable, the pressure
is on surrounding nations to help identify and implement both long-term and short-term solutions
that can make the areas less threatened to the travesties that come from severe droughts. Food
shortages can an increase the likelihood of conflict within these regions. It is believed that
droughts, especially during prime growing seasons, can exacerbate conflicts, especially in
regions that are heavily reliant on agriculture. Similarly to how the negative effects of climate
change will be most felt by the world’s poor, it is also believed that related conflicts will be most
11

felt by this demographic.

9

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/10/report-inequalities-exacerbate-cli
mate-impacts-on-poor/
10

http://www.nbcnews.com/id/39741525/ns/us_news-environment/t/future-droughts-will-be-s
hockers-study-says/
11

http://www.climatecentral.org/news/worlds-poorest-most-at-risk-from-drought-conflict-20793
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2.3.2. Severe Weather
As the world experiences more severe storms more frequently, the international community is
left to grapple with how such weather will impact various regions and what can be done to
minimize the damage. In notable cases such as Hurricane Maria, Hurricane Katrina, and
Typhoon Rammasun, issues arose
from poor infrastructure that caused
shortages, outbreaks, and flooding
after

the

storms

passed—leaving

people stranded without food, shelter,
clean water, and power for months.
These conditions resulted from both
lack of preparation and the severity of
the storms, and caused millions of
people to be either temporarily or
permanently
12

below

displaced.

The

map

shows every documented tropical storm since 1851, highlighting areas of frequency and

the paths that they have taken. Areas that have been most susceptible to such storms include
the Mid-Atlantic, Mid-Pacific, and Southern Indian oceans. Like droughts, severe storms most
seriously burden the regions that are most susceptible to experiencing them. In these areas,
sustainable and reliable infrastructure should be studied and prioritized in an effort to minimize
potential damage from future storms. Plans should be put in place to ensure the protection of
clean water, sewage management, and food sources. Additionally, at-risk nations and those
charged with providing aid should establish emergency action plans for these regions.

2.3.3. Flooding and Rising Sea Levels
Perhaps the most recognized consequence of climate change is rising sea levels around the
world. It is expected that by 2050—no matter what actions are taken to curb greenhouse gas
emissions—that the world’s oceans will rise by a foot. For context, a one-meter rise in sea level
would permanently displace up to 37 million people; a two-meter rise would displace 60 million;

12

https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-blogs/hurricanefacts/when-and-where-do-hurrica
nes-o/31028
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and a three-meter rise
would displace 90 million.
The map below shows
some

of

the

most
13

threatened regions.
most

vulnerable

Southeast

The
is
Asia,

particularly Indonesia and
China.

In

these

two

countries alone, a one-meter rise would force nearly 15 million people out of their homes. In
addition to displacing millions of people, rising seas also can increase the severity of cyclones,
which already threaten many countries in the region.

14

The most vulnerable countries are island nations, as they have minimal ability to move inland,
so they are more likely to be more strongly impacted by flooding and cyclones. Experts predict
that Tuvalu, which sits in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, two meters above sea level, will be
first nation that is completely overwhelmed by the effects of sea level rise. While many individual
solutions have been proposed to address sea level rise, minimal action has been taken to
safeguard many coastal and island communities. When millions of the world's most
economically disadvantaged people are forced from their homes, where will they go? When
floodwaters inundate large portions of tropical nations, how can access to clean and safe
drinking water be preserved?

15

2.4. Bloc Positions
2.4.1. Developed Nations/Nations Not at a Severe Risk

13

https://grist.org/article/rising-seas-are-lapping-at-the-shores-of-the-worlds-poorest-countries/
14

http://blogs.worldbank.org/eastasiapacific/risk-of-sea-level-rise-high-stakes-for-east-asia-pacifi
c-region-countries
15

https://grist.org/article/rising-seas-are-lapping-at-the-shores-of-the-worlds-poorest-countries/
21

UNHRC - 2018

Some nations will not be as severely impacted by climate change as coastal or island nations.
While that does mean that these countries will wholly avoid the consequences, they will still very
much capable of providing aid to nations that are most impacted, both before and after any
major tragedies. Such assistance may include helping improve infrastructure to prevent severe
damage by storms and flooding; providing agricultural resources to alleviate the effects of
drought; and additional forms of humanitarian aid.

2.4.2. Surrounding Nations
During refugee crises, neighboring countries play a significant role in providing shelter and
safety to displaced person. Oftentimes, they have to handle an influx of refugees with incredibly
short notice and are forced to provide assistance without any warning. Regardless of whether
they are forewarned, these nations need plans of action, which means working with the U.N.
and appropriate NGOs to coordinate responses, set up adequately sized shelters, and ensure
that food, water, and medical care is available.

2.4.3. Nations at Risk
Many of the nations represented are at risk for at least one of the three issues outlined
above—if not more than one and/or another environmental issue. These nations must prepare
to respond to the threats they face, which could mean improving infrastructure, housing, and
water/sewage systems; developing agricultural support for poor rural farmers; establishing
methods to keep people safe in flood waters; and having plans in place to permanently
relocated people from areas flooded by sea water. This also means working with surrounding
nations, developed nations, and NGOs to ensure that these plans are feasible and can be
carried out, even in times of extreme crisis.

2.5. Discussion Questions
●

How will your country be affected by a change in the environment?

●

How have you handled drastic environmental changes in the past?

●

What factors prevent you from properly carrying out plans of action in times of crisis?
22
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●

When a host nation is unable to care for those displaced, how can they be assisted and
where can people be sheltered?

●

How will an influx of migrants to your area affect your nation?

●

When many nations are suffering from similar issues, what can be done to ensure that
resources, aid, and shelter are provided fairly to those who need it most?

●

How should the global community determine which nations will take in refugees during
times of crisis?

●

What steps can be taken in the future to minimize the effects felt by the nations most
susceptible to long-term environmental changes?

23
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3.

Topic 3 - Protecting the Right to Opinion and

Expression
3.1. Topic Overview
Article 19 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) states, “Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without
interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
16

regardless of frontiers.”

Written after the world witnessed the atrocities of World War II, this
17

document outlines the “fundamental human rights” of every person on Earth. However, despite
the efforts of the U.N. General Assembly, Article 19 and several other articles in the document
continue to be violated after the passage of the UDHR. Governments censor what information is
available to citizens by blocking certain websites and threatening dissenting voices. Journalists
are under constant scrutiny for their work, either because they undermine political leaders with
critical reports, or publish false or misleading articles to further particular agendas. Populism and
populist politicians have garnered popularity around the world in protest of the elite, but
embracing this freedom of opinion can create divides in society and can potentially overlook the
views of minorities.

3.2. Historical Background
Established by the U.N. General Assembly on March 15, 2006 in the resolution, A/RES/60/251,
after the dissolution of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, the U.N. Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) addresses and investigates international breaches of human rights regarding freedom
of assembly, freedom of speech and expression, freedom of religion, and women’s and LGBT
rights.
On July 5, 2012, Resolution L13, which protects the free speech of individuals on the internet,
was unanimously adopted by all member nations in the 20th session of the UNHRC in Geneva,
Switzerland. The first of its kind—and arguably the most important resolution in regard to
freedom of speech in the 21st century—Resolution L13 “affirms that the same rights that people
have offline must also be protected online, in particular freedom of expression, which is
16
17

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
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applicable regardless of frontiers and through any media of one’s choice, in accordance with
Articles 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil
18

and Political Rights.”

Furthermore, Resolution L13 urges all member states to facilitate and

promote access to the internet for all individuals. With people across the globe turning to digital
media in pursuit of their rights to freedom of press and expression, the “internet [and social
19

media] can be an important tool for development and for exercising human rights.”

3.2.1. The Middle East
The Middle East has a long history with censorship and freedom of press violations. In 1996,
UNESCO adopted the Sana’a Declaration on the Promoting Independent and Pluralistic Arab
Media, which declared, “Arab states should provide, and reinforce where they exist,
constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and should abolish those laws and measures
20

that limit the freedom of the press.” This document was passed to maximize the freedom of the
press on the then-new media platform: the internet. However, this has not stopped governments
throughout the region from blocking or controlling what their citizens say and can access online.
Under the guise of “national security,” journalists are threatened, imprisoned, and killed. The
actions taken by these governments violate another clause of the Sana’a Declaration, which
states that the, “arrest and detention of journalists because of their professional activities are a
21

grave violation of human rights.”

The Arab Spring, which began in Tunisia in 2010, was the uprising of the people against
dictators and authoritarian governments to gain more
freedoms, including the ability to democratically elect
leaders. The people of Tunisia and other nations also
sought the freedom of press, which was controlled and
censored by their governments, and hoped that
democratically elected governments would reduce the
restrictions on speech. Even after some successes
18

"U.N. Human Rights Council: First Resolution on Internet Free Speech ...." 12 Jul. 2012,
https://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/u-n-human-rights-council-first-resolution-on-internet-free-spe
ech/. Accessed 14 Aug. 2018.
19
"U.N. Human Rights Council: First Resolution on Internet Free Speech ...." 12 Jul. 2012,
https://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/u-n-human-rights-council-first-resolution-on-internet-free-spe
ech/. Accessed 14 Aug. 2018.
20
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0010/001051/105152e.pdf
21
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0010/001051/105152e.pdf
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overthrowing regimes and the attention from global media, however, the uprising resulted in
22

minimal, if any, expansions of press freedom.

Nonetheless, the unity of the majority against

the elite, in this case the government, is the essence of populism.

3.2.2. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
There are several global NGOs that work to increase freedom of expression and defend
journalists. Some NGOs collect data about the degree of press freedom in each nation.
●

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) promotes press freedom, fights for rights of
journalists, and collects data about those who have died in the field.

●

Reporters Without Reporters, or Reporters Sans Frontières (RSF), established and
maintains the World Press Freedom Index and Violations Barometer

●

IFEX, formerly the International Freedom of Expression Exchange, defends and
23

promotes freedom of speech as a “fundamental human right.”
●

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) protects the professional rights of
24

journalists, such as gender equality in the media, through trade unions.
●

Freedom House conducts research and advocacy to promote freedom and democracy
around the world.

3.3. Current Situation
Government hostility toward journalists is not exclusively present in authoritarian regimes.
“Media-phobia” even has been expressed by democratically elected governments, and reporters
25 

whose views do not align with the political leaders’ can be deemed terrorists.

Additionally, with

22

https://globalconnections.champlain.edu/2014/11/18/analysis-of-freedom-of-speech-and-expression-afterthe-2011-arab-spring-algeria-egypt-and-tunisia/
23
https://www.ifex.org/what_we_do/
24
https://en.unesco.org/partnerships/non-governmental-organizations/international-federation-journalists
25
https://rsf.org/en/rsf-index-2018-hatred-journalism-threatens-democracies
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the rise of non-traditional news sources such as social media, opinions and facts often are not
26

obtained from accredited experts.

3.2.1. “Fake News”
Considering that readily available information, regardless of its accuracy, can influence public
opinions and even the outcomes of elections, interest groups can plant “fake” or misleading
articles to advance their objectives.
During the 2016 Brexit vote, misleading information was circulated to encourage people in the
United Kingdom to vote in favor of leaving the European Union. Several of the top news
agencies in the U.K. promoted noticeably pro-EU or anti-EU views. The Sun, a top-selling
newspaper, printed the headline, “Queen Backs Brexit,” based on assumptions made by
27

anonymous sources.

Several other instances of fake or misleading news have impacted

referendums and elections, including the Catalonian crisis, the 2016 United States election, and
the Irish abortion reform.
The production of fake news undermines legitimate journalism. Instead of reporting facts and
providing detailed context, media outlets often rely heavily on confirmation bias—the human
psychology principle that people are more likely to seek out and accept information that aligns
with their pre-established views— to increase readership. The ease with which information can
be shared on social media means that inaccurate news reports can spread quickly and promote
false narratives to the masses. According to the Ethical Journalism Network, there is
increasingly less money being spent on investigative journalism, which means news reports are
28

often dominated by the agendas of those with political and corporate power.

3.2.2. Threats to Journalists

26

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=zVjODQAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=Populism:+A+Ver
y+Short+Introduction&ots=XfoPWIqfUv&sig=4wmH1lLynM98Pyz0Lh7lmDsosCo#v=onepage&q=Populis
m%3A%20A%20Very%20Short%20Introduction&f=false
27
https://ethicaljournalismnetwork.org/resources/publications/ethics-in-the-news/media-lies-and-brexit
28
https://ethicaljournalismnetwork.org/resources/publications/ethics-in-the-news/fake-news
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Governments and other powerful entities can take advantage of the abundance of fake news
when prosecuting journalists whose opinions do not align with theirs. Reporters can be
threatened, imprisoned, or even killed.
29

Since 1992, 58 journalists have been killed in Russia—38 of them were murdered.

Since

Vladimir Putin’s reelection in 2012, independent news outlets have been censored or shut
down, TV is state-regulated, and journalists are disappearing. At least five journalists have been
detained because of their reporting and numerous bloggers have been jailed. There are no
30

major repercussions for malicious acts targeting journalists. The 2018 FIFA World Cup did not
relax the government’s grip on the media. Russia ranks 148th out of 180 on the 2018 World
31

Press Freedom Index.

In 2016, Rohingya militants attacked security posts in Myanmar’s Western state of Rakhine,
causing a military crackdown that included
several human rights abuses and an ethnic
cleansing. However, the government declared
all reporting on such abuses fake news and
arrested reporters. Within the first 20 months of
Aung San Suu Kyi’s leadership, 29 journalists
were detained in Myanmar. In response to
these allegations, the Myanmar government
claimed, “There’s press freedom in Myanmar
32

as long as you follow the rules and regulations.”

As of 2018, Myanmar ranks 137th out of 180

33

nations on the World Press Freedom Index.

In 2018, three Egyptian journalists were arrested after reporting about irregularities in the recent
presidential election. The government claimed the reporters were spreading “fake news” and
34

were a threat to “national security,” and subsequently shut down news websites.

An Al

Jazeera reporter was detained in Egypt for more than 500 after he was accused of
https://cpj.org/europe/russia/
https://rsf.org/en/russia
31
https://rsf.org/en/campaigns/world-cup-hasnt-loosened-russias-grip-media-freedom-rsf-says
29
30

32

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-journalists-media/after-reuters-arrests-some-myanmar-report
ers-fear-it-couldve-been-me-idUSKBN1EG0E0?feedType=RSS&feedName=newsOne
33
https://rsf.org/en/ranking
34
https://cpj.org/2018/04/egypt-arrests-3-local-journalists-in-24-hours.php
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35

“disseminating false news...to defame state’s reputation.”

Despite changes brought about by

the Arab Spring, residents of Middle Eastern nations have not fully attained the freedoms they
36

sought.

Many Middle Eastern countries, including Egypt, are near the bottom of the 2018
37

World Press Freedom Index.

3.2.3. Populism
The new generation of populists claim to speak for their nations’ majorities but are motivated
their own interests. A common topic of discussion among populists is immigration, and they
38

often argue that migrants are threatening their rights and livelihoods.

In 2016, British citizens voted to leave the European Union due to its open borders policy, which
has allowed immigrants to flood EU
nations, as was seen in the previous
year’s migrant crisis. An infamous and
misleading poster created by British
politician Nigel Farage played on the fear
of immigrants by showing a long line of
people waiting to enter the U.K. Since
the

Brexit

vote,

stricter

laws

on

immigration have been enforced, but
other issues, such as the economic decline, have arisen. Additionally, as migrants from war-torn
39

countries are not granted asylum, their rights may remain neglected.

Since May 2, 2018, approximately 2,342 children have been separated from their parents after
attempting to cross the shared border between Mexico and the United States. In April of 2018,
U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced an immediate “zero tolerance policy” for illegal
border crossings, including for asylum seekers and those traveling with children. As of now,

35

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2018/07/egypt-renews-detention-al-jazeera-mahmoud-hussei
n-180718063100551.html
36

https://globalconnections.champlain.edu/2014/11/18/analysis-of-freedom-of-speech-and-expression-afterthe-2011-arab-spring-algeria-egypt-and-tunisia/
37
https://rsf.org/en/rsf-index-2018-middle-east-riven-conflicts-political-clashes
38
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/dangerous-rise-of-populism
39
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/dangerous-rise-of-populism
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President Donald Trump has enacted a policy of family detention in place of family separation,
but hundreds of children remain separated from their parents due to issues reuniting them.

3.2.4. Threats to Peaceful Protest
The United States and Australia have adopted anti-protest laws that prevent citizens from
40

joining together to express shared opinions.

In 2017, as a response to the Black Lives Matter movement and
the opposition to the Dakota Access Pipeline, several U.S. states
proposed legislation limiting the ability of people to protest by
providing immunity to drivers who hit protesters and criminalizing
41

protest on private property.

An anti-protest law in Tasmania, Australia criminalized
peaceful protests near business premises that hinder or
obstruct access to the property. Offenses resulted in jail time
and large fines. In 2017, three years after its passage, the
high court of Australia abolished the law, declaring it
42

unconstitutional.

3.2.5. Governmental Action
In late 2015, China added an amendment to criminal law that created harsher penalties for
journalists who publish fake news about disasters or epidemics, or who spread information that
43

causes “serious social disorder.”

The CPJ believes the amendment can be used to deter

independent reporters and bloggers from writing about safety and security issues. Statistics
released by the government are not trusted, but the new law may allow for the arrest of
individuals involved in independent studies. China is ranked 176th of 180 on the 2018 World
44

Press Freedom Index.

40

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29124945

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17549507.2018.1392612
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17549507.2018.1392612
43
https://cpj.org/blog/2015/10/in-china-harsh-penalties-for-false-news-make-it-ha.php
44
https://rsf.org/en/ranking
41
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In 2017, Trump referred to reporters as “enemies of the people,” a phrase previously used by
45

communist dictator Joseph Stalin, in response to reports that were critical of him. Trump later
46

banned “dishonest” news networks such as The New York Times f rom his daily press briefing.

Australia enacted a metadata retention law in 2017 that allows the government to store
47

metadata from its citizens phone and online communications for two years.

The government

has been under scrutiny because this can prevent people from anonymously reporting
information and hinder their ability to speak freely about issues.
French President Emmanuel Macron announced a proposal in 2018 to combat fake news,
targeting both social media and more traditional media platforms. The plan, which includes fines
of up to $50 million for publishing false articles, aims to prevent inaccurate reporting and allow
for more funding transparency in order to “protect the democracy” of the nation that ranks 33rd
48

in press freedom.

Some critics, however, are skeptical that the plan may be a way for the

government to gain more control over the media and may hurt the democracy.

3.4. Bloc Positions
Western European and North American countries such as the United States, the United
Kingdom, and France work together to spread democracy and establish freedom of the press.
China, Russia, Cuba, and Southeast Asian and Middle Eastern nations heavily censored the
49

news media and wish to maintain such censorship, if not increase it.

45
46
47

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/24/us/politics/white-house-sean-spicer-briefing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/26/world/europe/trump-enemy-of-the-people-stalin.html

https://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/04/18/data-retention-laws-are-now-in-effect-and-heres-what-youneed-t_a_22037910/
48

https://www.thenational.ae/world/europe/macron-faces-criticism-after-proposal-to-combat-fake-news-1.69
3883
https://rsf.org/en/ranking?#
49

https://rsf.org/en/ranking

31

UNHRC - 2018

3.5. Discussion Questions
●

What is “fake news?”

●

How can the UNHRC ensure that all governments fight against the spreading of “fake
news” while protecting dissenting voices?

●

How can UNHRC assist NGOs such as CPJ and IFEX in the efforts to protect
journalists?

●

How can the UNHRC utilize the data provided by the World Press Freedom Index?

●

Should there be any political or economic repercussions for governments that violate
Article 19 of the UDHR?

●

How can UNHRC better monitor governments for Article 19 violations?

3.6. Key Terms
●

Universal Declaration of Human Rights: passed in 1948; outlines the “fundamental
human rights” of all persons.

●

Populism: “The idea that society is separated into two groups at odds with one another 50

‘the pure people’ and ‘the corrupt elite.’”
●

Arab Spring:

uprising of the people against the Middle Eastern dictators and

authoritarian governments to gain more freedoms, including the ability to democratically
elect leaders
●

50

Special Rapporteur: UNHCR representative; identifies and responds to UDHR violations

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-43301423
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3.7. Resources
●

Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/

●

World Press Freedom Index: https://rsf.org/en/ranking

●

Freedom House Country Rankings:
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2018#anchor-one

●

Ethics in the News: https://ethicaljournalismnetwork.org

●

1996 Sana’a Declaration on the Promoting Independent and Pluralistic Arab Media
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0010/001051/105152e.pdf

●

Online Censorship in the Middle East:
https://www.hrw.org/report/2005/11/14/false-freedom/online-censorship-middle-east-andnorth-africa

●

The Dangers of Populism:
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/dangerous-rise-of-populism

●

10 Most Censored Countries: https://cpj.org/2015/04/10-most-censored-countries.php

●

NGO websites:
○

https://cpj.org

○

https://rsf.org

○

https://www.ifex.org

○

http://www.ifj.org

○

https://freedomhouse.org
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