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1.

Topic 1 - Protecting people and States in the Age of

Technology
1.1. Topic Overview
A core tenet of the European Union has always been a focus on protecting individual citizens,
whether from harmful chemicals or malicious actions by organizations. Through a multilateral
and collaborative relationship fostered by years of pain and hardship, European Union member
nations have always been able to solve complex issues regarding personal rights and data
misuse. Globalization and new technology are just one of the many problems currently on the
docket, and one that requires careful consideration. With new technologies arising every day,
countries need to react to curb new illegal and unethical business practices that could
negatively affect society.

1.2. Historical Background
1.2.1. History of the European Union
The European Union emerged in 1945 after the two largest and bloodiest wars that Europe had
ever seen. Following the conclusion of World War II, the founding fathers of the EU - Konrad
Adenauer, Joseph Bech, Johan Beyen, W
 inston Churchill, Alcide De Gasperi, Walter Hallstein,
Sicco Mansholt, Jean Monnet, Robert Schuman, Paul-Henri Spaak, Altiero Spinelli - knew that
in order to curb violence, they would have to speak as one powerful voice.
In 1950, the founders created the European Coal and Steel Community to connect European
countries not just politically, but economically and to secure lasting peace. In 1957, the Treaty of
Rome established the European Economic Community (EEC), or ‘Common Market.' This treaty
set the framework for allowing joint control over food production, so European member nations
could ensure that no civilians went hungry and promote sustainable population growth. Since its
inception, the EEC nations have worked to establish welfare programs and fund allocations to

4
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help their citizens. In 1975 the EU regional policy was adopted to transfer funds in order to
1

improve infrastructure and create paying jobs in poorer regions .

1.2.2. European Union Responses to
Technology
Throughout their short history, The European
Union has strived to encourage innovation
through technology. In 1968, despite
ongoing cold war tensions, the EU founded
The International Committee for the History
of Technology (ICOHTEC), to hold annual meetings in Paris regarding the scientific and
technological state of the Union. Even after the cold war died down, the committee still holds
these meetings and draws a large crowd from surrounding countries.

1.2.3. General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
In 2016, the European Union passed a series of regulations called the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), which aimed to make online transactions more secure by protecting the
data and information of consumers. The main tenets of the GDPR are:
●

Requiring the consent of subjects for data processing

●

Anonymizing collected data to protect privacy

●

Providing data breach notifications

●

Safely handling the transfer of data across borders

●

And Requiring certain companies to appoint a data protection officer to oversee GDPR
compliance

These regulations are monumental because it was the first attempt by the European Union to
streamline laws regarding data protection. It also aims to hold companies accountable; any
company that markets products or services to EU member nations is subject to the scrutiny of

1

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/history_en
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the regulations. Even if the company originates from outside of the European Union, they
2

cannot conduct business without accepting and complying.

3

Another new European regulation is a stark increase in penalties for non-complying companies.
EU officials have both investigative and corrective powers, can audit companies suspected of
not complying, and can issue hefty fines. Fines can exceed 4% of total global annual turnover or
20 million pounds, whichever is higher. It is the first step in establishing trust between
companies, countries, and the EU citizens. Critics have characterized the GDPR as
burdensome and difficult for companies to understand and comply with, while proponents
characterize it as a necessary precaution in an increasingly data-reliant business atmosphere.

1.3. Current Situation
1.3.1. Blockchain Mining
Cryptocurrency is changing the economic and political spheres all over the world. Ever since the
spike in bitcoin in 2017, populations have turned their attention to the virtual currency and its

2

https://digitalguardian.com/blog/what-gdpr-general-data-protection-regulation-understanding-and-complying-gd
pr-data-protection
3
https://steemkr.com/gdpr/@finalwolf/what-is-gdpr-and-why-we-need-know-about-that
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implications in the broader financial sphere. The current bitcoin price sits at over $6,000 USD,
and at one point reached a high of $15,000. Despite the popularity and seeming innovation of
bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies, investors worry about the volatility and long-term viability of
cryptocurrencies.
Blockchain mining is the next step to bitcoin and cryptocurrency. It is the process of connecting
all bitcoin transactions and logging them into a virtual "ledger" which holds day to day
4

transactions accountable to each other. The way this connection works is that bitcoin nodes
verify other bitcoin transactions, and if a transaction is not verified, it gets automatically rejected.
This de-regulated self-sufficient financial sphere is very useful in the nascent area of fintech
technology. While the exact uses of blockchain technology aren’t yet used in mainstream life,
they include safe and secure payment methods, investment technology, fee-free money
transfers, and even instant payment confirmation that eliminates the need for contract
confirmation. The key-ledger unique way of tracking bitcoin can be transplanted into books and
movies to reduce piracy, and it even offers protection against hacking of financial data since
there isn’t a single body that can be targeted for hacking.
However, with all of the benefits of blockchain mining, there are a few drawbacks. The biggest
flaw is the untraceability of cryptocurrency and the ease at which illegal activities can be
facilitated through blockchain technology. Because this “virtual currency” relies only on a
de-centralized system of users and lacks any regulating body, governments are not able to track
purchases or transfers. Therefore, this makes it much harder to track illicit money transfers for
crimes such as drug, human, or small arms trafficking. Furthermore, bitcoin and blockchain
mining requires an immense amount of energy. For example, ever since January of 2018 the
Continental European Power System has been experiencing irregularities that have been
directly affecting the clocks across Europe. As of March 2018, a power surge of over 113 GWh
caused electrical clocks - such as those on appliances - to run close to 6 minutes slow. The
surge has not yet been located, but officials claim that it is caused by bitcoin mining operations
5

in the Serbia-Kosovo region. The high cost to mine a single bitcoin - over $3,000 worth of
electricity – has many miners moving operations to countries such as Norway and Sweden,
which have the lowest commercial electricity prices at around 7 cents per kilowatt, while the

4

https://www.bitcoinmining.com

5

https://news.bitcoin.com/europes-clocks-are-running-slow-and-crypto-mining-is-being-blamed/
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6

European average is close to 11 cents. These countries also have prime positioning for cheap
hydro-electric energy and low temperatures to power and cool their servers.

1.3.2. Corporate Mistrust
Many international corporations have not been faithful to governments or citizens in recent
history. One of the most monumental recent discoveries of corporate mistrust was in 2016,
when the European Commission found that Ireland illegally granted tax benefits to Apple, at
Apple's request. A fine of 13 million Euros was passed down to Apple, in addition to interest
payments on unpaid taxes from 2004-2014. This marked the highest corporate fine issued in
history. In 2017 and 2018, Facebook came under fire for data misuse within the United Kingdom
and the United States.
With international corporations growing larger and larger every year, the amount of legal battles
these companies are involved in is concerning for many citizens. The European Union is at the
forefront of holding corporations accountable, but critics have argued that these monumental
fines just discourage businesses from expanding in Europe while doing little to address the root
causes of corporate mistrust.

1.3.3. European Startup Companies
When the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union, they sowed volatility and doubt
within the broader economic market, specifically with venture capitalists and their capital
investments. Since Brexit, close to 21% of company founders within the United Kingdom have
left for cities like Vienna, Amsterdam, Munich, etc. There is a business decentralization trend
happening throughout Europe, which mirrors the same trend happening in the United States.
Silicon Valley no longer represents the end-all be-all of the tech startup epicenter, but rather
companies are spreading out among major cities - like Chicago, Los Angeles, Seattle, Denver,
etc. In Europe, the cities most likely to benefit from this trend of Brexit decentralization are Paris,
Stockholm, and Berlin. The overall economy of the European Union is set to increase by almost
7

2% as a result of Brexit company migration.

6

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-crypto-currencies-nordics-energy/cryptocurrency-miners-seek-cheap-energyin-norway-and-sweden-idUSKBN1HH13L
7

https://www.inc.com/zoe-henry/eu-startup-outlook-2018.html
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Furthermore, there is a United States "brain drain" that many economists are predicting is
already in effect, often citing Donald Trump as the reason for the recent influx of Silicon Valley
entrepreneurs within the European Union. To bolster this transfer of talent, France has
implemented a French Tech Visa, w
 hich allows investors, engineers, and entrepreneurs to set
up shop in France at a lower cost. This Visa program was one of French President Macron's
most significant initiatives to jumpstart the French economy and attract bigger and better
businesses to France.
Europe has also been battling the long fight with China over startup talent and economics.
However, it is not the businesses that scare Europe, but the innovation of technology coming
from China. The EU has a startlingly low rate of research and development, and an equally
astonishing low rate of patent applications, much lower than that of its superpower counterparts.
In the field of Artificial Intelligence, which is often described as the technology of the future,
Europe lags on the technological
advances necessary to become a notable
figure in the arena.
Europe needs to attract more Venture
Capital funding if it wants to breed the
type of startups and innovative
technology that can take advantage of AI,
Blockchain, and Data developments. US
has long been a powerhouse of VC funding and China has heavily encouraged investment in its
economy. The European Commission and the European Investment Funds have invested to
attract the type of funding and talent needed to breed a new form of Shanghai or Silicon Valley
and the share of European investment has risen in the past couple years, a promising sign for a
8

continent full of technological potential

1.3.4. Misinformation Campaigns by Foreign Governments
The most public and media-followed instances of AI gone wrong is the allegations against the
Russian Federation for using bots to influence elections throughout Europe. Through AI,
Russian officials launched a misinformation campaign aimed at giving false facts to citizens to

8

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/11/europe-venture-capitalists-silicon-valley/
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sway their vote towards the side Russia favored. Countries such as the United States,
Germany, United Kingdom, and France are known to have been targeted, but it is likely there
was interference in other nations as well.
Furthermore, the Russian government has repeatedly interfered with other governments and
elections as well. To prevent Montenegro from joining NATO, Russia likely sponsored an
October 2016 coup d'etat attempt. In a number of European countries, Russia helped fund
far-right parties such as the National Front in the run-up to France’s 2017 election.

1.3.5. Artificial Technology
AI has the potential to greatly improve a company’s operations, provide better services to
customers, pioneer new revolutionary ways of sharing and receiving data, tackle pressing social
changes in the world, and increase productivity levels and technological growth in ways that are
still not clear. The impetus to move forward is there, whether in Europe’s Horizon 2020 program
which seeks to “secure Europe’s global competitiveness” through removing barriers for AI
innovation, or Emmanuel Macron’s pledge to dedicate 1.5B Euros by 2022 in order to “reverse a
brain drain and catch up with dominant U.S. and China tech giants”
Europe is at a slight disadvantage when it comes to advancing AI technology. Due to higher
concerns over data misuse and privacy they lack the massive wealth of individual data that the
Chinese government provides to their incubators and startups. Nor do they have the massive
VC wealth that Silicon Valley receives. Whether the tactic is to provide more government
funding, encourage more private funding, or provide an easier business atmosphere for AI
startups countries must decide how to advance this groundbreaking field or risk being left
behind.
Although artificial intelligence has very positive and practical applications, the world has already
seen the negatives to the technology in its very short public lifespan. AI relies upon reams of
consumer data and in a privacy-conscious Europe this can often be a non-starter. Cars relying
on AI technology have already suffered high-profile failures in the U.S., and AI technology can
displace human workers causing greater inequality. Care must be taken to ensure that while
Europe catches up to the U.S. and China in this technology it doesn’t forego the protection on
personal privacy and the care for wealth inequality that has benefited the continent thus far.
10
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1.4. Bloc Positions
1.4.1. Pro-Blockchain Mining
The entire process involved in creating blockchain mining operations is very costly and
complicated to implement, therefore it is not applicable for every nation. Countries with
abundant natural energy resources are drawn to cryptocurrency exploration because they can
sustain the vast demand of energy needed for the process to succeed. However, countries that
are already strained on energy will not be able to fully capitulate on this new financial market.

1.4.2. Threat of automation in Labor
While artificial intelligence and newer technologies have the ability to streamline efficiency in the
workforce, they are often met with resistance from many nations. With high unemployment in
several European Union nations, the threat of automated workers limiting the already limited job
force is a source of contention. Strong union culture is another impediment to adoption of
automaton.

1.4.3. Business Friendly Europe
It is undoubtedly a priority to encourage companies to grow, expand, and invest in Europe. The
pathway to do that however is up for debate and while many countries tout incubators, tax
incentives, lowering the corporate tax rate, and offering citizenship for those who create jobs,
there are many other countries and experts who warn that a business-friendly atmosphere can’t
come at the expense of individual rights. These critics often keep a wary eye on data misuse
and tax evasion by large multinationals and largely cheer the blistering fines placed by the
European commission on countries like Apple and Facebook.

1.4.4. The use of AI in Development
Europe is at a slight disadvantage when it comes to advancing AI technology. Due to higher
concerns over data misuse and privacy they lack the massive wealth of individual data that the
Chinese government provides to their incubators and startups. Nor do they have the massive
VC wealth that Silicon Valley receives. Whether the tactic is to provide more government
funding, encourage more private funding, or provide an easier business atmosphere for AI
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startups countries must decide how to advance this groundbreaking field or risk being left
behind.

1.5. Discussion Questions
●

What position do your country and its allies hold on these issues? What do success and
exerting power look like for your country on these issues?

●

How does your country’s current economic status affect how you can react to these
issues?

●

What role does sovereignty play in this debate? Human rights? Economic and military
concerns?
○

●

How does your country approach each of these topics?

Has your country been a victim of misuse of technology? Are cyber measures important
to your country’s international interests?

●

How do international corporations affect laws in your countries, and how does your
country respond to corporation’s illegal activities?

1.6. Key Terms
International Committee for the History of Technology (ICOHTEC)
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
KwH - Kilowatt per hour
“Smart Contracts” – Contracts facilitated through bitcoin confirmation technology
Blockchain Technology
Horizon 2020
European Lab for Learning and Intelligent Systems

1.7. Resources
Horizon 2020 Factsheet on Artificial Technology:
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/document.cfm?doc_id=51610
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European Union Official Website
http://europa.eu
European Union GDPR
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/justice-and-fundamental-rights/data-protection/2018-r
eform-eu-data-protection-rules_en
United States report on Russian election interference
https://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/read-the-declassified-report-on-russian-i
nterference-in-the-us-election/2433/
European Union report of Artificial Intelligence
https://ec.europa.eu/epsc/sites/epsc/files/epsc_strategicnote_ai.pdf
European Union legal case with Apple, Inc.
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-3702_en.htm
Horizon 2020
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/
International Community for the History of Technology
http://www.icohtec.org

Topic 2 - The Protection of Democracy within the EU
2.1. Topic Overview
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Democracy in the European Union (EU) is under threat from a number of factors. The topics we
will be discussing are political coalitions, national leaders who are challenging the EU, how
referendums are changing European politics, the threats to the integrity of elections, and
disillusionment with the EU as seen through the rise Eurosceptic parties. Technology has been
used to disrupt elections, spread false information, and destabilize states. One of the core
values of the European Union is the representative democracy. With numerous threats to the
EU’s core value of democracy, both foreign and domestic, the EU is facing a crisis of its
legitimacy as a governing institution. Internationally, the power and relevance of the EU are
being questioned; internally, Europeans are questioning the very idea of supranationalism and,
therefore, the power of the EU.

2.2. Historical Background
The European Union can be traced back to the founding of the European Coal and Steel
Commission (ECSC) in 1951. This entity was founded shortly after WWII under the idea that
close economic ties between states would foster peace in the region. The early trade efforts of
the ECSC were bolstered by the Treaty of Rome, which established additional policies
supporting a common market. The European Union Common Market itself was established in
the 1993 Treaty of Maastricht. The EU as we know it today was established in 2009 under the
Treaty of Lisbon, which increased the EU's power dramatically.
While the EU has largely been on a trend toward supranationalism since WWII, in recent years
there has been increased opposition to this idea and, by extension, the EU itself. Populistic
views have risen with a generally nationalist view. Perhaps the impact of these views is best
seen by the 2016 vote of the United Kingdom to withdraw from the EU. These hyper-nationalist
views not only pose a threat to the nature of the European Union but can also pose a threat to
one of its core values of democracy. While nationalism isn’t synonymous with anti-democratic by
any means, some specific brands of nationalism may lean towards espousing more
authoritarian views, such as is demonstrated in Poland and Hungary today.
While the EU has generally enjoyed an alliance with the United States on most international
issues, relations between the two are increasingly strained as President Trump shifts from the
strong liberal internationalist view of America that occupied most of the 21st century. Instead, the
14
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USA appears to be focusing inwards, leaving the EU to step up on the international stage as the
voice championing democracy. With this increased role comes increasing challenges,
specifically relating to Russia. Tensions with the EU’s eastern neighbor are rising and rumors of
Russia circulating anti-EU propaganda in Eastern Europe swirl.
The threats to the EU and its value of democracy are numerous. These threats stem from
sources within the EU itself and abroad and have grown over the years as the complexities
surrounding the EU has developed.

Let us now discuss the history of some of the key

challenges to democracy within the EU.

2.2.1. Coalition Governments
Coalition governments have a tendency to destabilize countries politically, cause uncertainty,
9

and in some cases, collapse completely. The EU is rife with coalition governments, which
greatly complicates the political environment of the EU. For example, in Germany, the “Jamaica
Coalition" failed to agree on a coalition government, which left the government in a period of
uncertainty as to what the future may hold. The parties could not agree on certain important
issues, most importantly what Germany’s stance should be regarding refugees from Africa and
10

the Middle East.

Following months of negotiations and uncertainty in Germany's government,

Chancellor Angela Merkel revived the "Grand Coalition." In doing so, Merkel was forced to
concede power to a party which has very strong ideas regarding the EU. These ideas, which
would increase Germany's role in the European Union government could alienate a large
11

portion of Germans who may not be very pleased with Germany's already large role in the EU.

In Prime Minister Theresa May following elections with inconclusive results, Italy's radical 5-Star
12

and League party agreed to form a coalition government.

These right-wing groups have left

many alarmed. Investors are very concerned and are fearful of what ramifications the formation
of this new coalition government will have on Italy's already shaky economy. Following the snap
election in 2017, May's Conservative Party agreed to a confidence-and-supply agreement with
13

the Democratic Unionist Party.

9

https://voxeu.org/article/economic-consequences-coalition-governments-estimates-italy
http://deutchnews.de/index.php/2018/05/09/germany-enters-unknown-territory-after-failure-of-the-jamaica-coalition/
11
https://www.ft.com/content/7469ad50-0be3-11e8-8eb7-42f857ea9f09
10

12

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-italy-politics/italys-5-star-league-head-for-anti-system-coalition-after-nine-week-stalemate-idUSKBN1IA1T
Z
13
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-40403434
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2.2.2. Anti Democracy Sentiments within the EU
While most of the EU member states cherish democracy, some states possess different political
pasts, which may foster different sentiments. Two of these states are Poland and Hungary,
which have recently made the news as potentially swaying from the democratic ideals of the
EU. Following elections in 2015 the winners, the Law and Justice Party, attempted to stuff
Polish courts. This drew investigations from the EU in 2016, and the European Commission
recommended remedial measures. A year later the commission raised further concerns about
14

the state of democracy in Poland.

The Polish legislative branch is now effectively in control of

the formerly independent legislative branch. They forced almost half of the Supreme Court
justices into early retirement, gave the justice minister the right to discipline presidents of lower
15

courts, and created a method for retroactive judicial review.

Hungary has passed legislation

making it extremely difficult to seek asylum in their nation, they have criminalized helping
migrants and refugees, and have placed a 25% tax on donations to NGO's which aid refugees.
All of these actions can be seen as a threat to EU values, and have drawn criticism from the
16

international community.

2.2.3. Referendums
The role of referendums in international law is a key question facing the EU today, with
significant implications for democracy. The most famous of which is the “Brexit” referendum. In
June 2016, the United Kingdom voted in favor of leaving the European Union by a super slim
17

majority.

This has introduced a whirlwind of complications into the politics of the United

Kingdom, and also the EU. It has yet to be seen what the full impact of Brexit will be both for the
UK and the European Union. Today, the EU and UK are grappling with the results of this
referendum and are processing how to translate a democratic referendum into law. While Brexit
does have implications, there have been other significant referendums in the EU. In May 2018,
18

Ireland voted on a referendum to repeal a ban on abortions. The EU must wrestle with how to
make sense of these referendums for a supranational entity. On October 1 of 2017, the people
of Catalonia voted in a referendum declared illegal by Spain on whether or not to declare

14

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-07-06/how-to-understand-poland-s-battles-with-the-eu-quicktake
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/02/05/hungary-and-poland-arent-democratic-theyre-authoritarian/
16
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jun/22/hungary-eu-values-refugees-viktor-orban
17
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32810887
18
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-44256152
15
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independence from Spain. Spain violently shut down the referendum and is seeking to
prosecute 20 Catalonian politicians. This has led to increased conflict and destabilization in the
19

area.

This is particularly relevant for the EU, as it relates to EU law and how the EU should

address independence movements within its member states.

2.2.4. Elections
Russia has been accused of meddling in the elections of multiple European countries. Macron
blamed Russia for spreading misinformation during the French elections of 2017. Marine Le Pen
took loans from Russian banks and was widely praised by Vladimir Putin. However, this is not
isolated to France. According, to a study done by the think tank the Atlantic Councils, Russia
20

also influenced the elections in Germany, Italy, Greece, and Britain in one way or another.

In

May 2015 every desktop computer in the German Parliament shut down, angering many
lawmakers. Two weeks prior to that, hackers gained access to the system using a phony email
which allowed malware to enter the parliament’s network. Later, the Bundestag learned that the
hack was perpetrated by a group with links to the Russian government. The hackers had been
in the network for three weeks monitoring communications and accumulating information. The
Bundestag rebuilt their entire network, but they are still unsure of what information the hackers
21

obtained.

2.2.5. Euroscepticism
Many have long been critics of the EU. Questionable agricultural, tax and economic policies
have resulted in accusations of favoritism between states or regions. Disagreements regarding
funding allocation, and uses of the budget have led states to question the amount of money put
into the EU. This was a key issue in the Brexit campaign. The bailouts of Greece and Italy also
left a bad taste in the mouths of many Europeans. Lastly, the migrant crisis has been an issue in
the EU since 2015, and they are yet to come up with an agreed-upon solution. The EU imposed
quotas on the number of migrants that countries had to admit. This angered many, especially
those in poorer, smaller countries because they feel that they do not have the infrastructure,
22

economy, or space to accommodate a number of refugees.
19

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/26/world/europe/spain-catalonia-referendum.html
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/01/10/everything-we-know-so-far-about-russian-election-meddling-in-europe/
?utm_term=.97768942dca9
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2.3. Current Situation
The EU is addressing these topics to maintain its legitimacy with both people and its member
states while staying true to its core values.

2.3.1. Coalition Governments
A mere three months after the shaky coalition was formed, Angela Merkel and the Interior
Minister Horst Seehofer, are fighting over the treatment of refugees and asylum seekers at
Germany’s borders. This conflict could lead to the eventual collapse of the coalition currently
23

running Germany.

This could have profound impacts on European politics because Angela

Merkel has made Germany a key figure in the EU. If they cannot even maintain a stable
government, not only will it weaken their position in the EU, but it will give EU detractors
stronger arguments.
sweeping reforms.

The right-wing nationalist coalition currently running Italy is passing

Many of these economic reforms are harming Italian businesses and could
24

lead to terrible impacts on the Italian economy.

This shift towards nationalism and populism in

Italy is emblematic of a trend sweeping over the Western world. An increase in the popularity of
populist or nationalist candidates, and a shift away from liberal democracy. It needs to be noted
that liberal democracy is the bedrock of the EU. Additionally, the agreement between Theresa
May and the DUP is on very uneven ground. Certain views held by the DUP show obvious
25

cracks in their "coalition" regarding Brexit, and could potentially bring it crumbling down.

2.3.2. Anti Democracy Sentiments within the EU
On July 2, the EU opened another rule-of-law procedure against Poland. This escalated the
conflict even more and could potentially see Poland’s voting rights stripped away under Article
26

7.

The Hungarian Premier, Viktor Orban, has cemented himself as a key figure in opposing

the EU. He is pushing back against the EU’s calls to help migrants and is opposing them in a
number of other ways. His attitudes could lead Hungary to make a Brexit-like move away from
27

the EU, and many other states may follow suit.

Both of these states are the faces of “illiberal

23

http://deutchnews.de/index.php/2018/06/16/why-merkels-coalition-could-be-about-to-collapse/
https://www.bloombergquint.com/view/2018/07/06/italian-businesses-have-new-reasons-to-worry#gs.qlfOL8c
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/european-union-starts-rule-of-law-procedure-against-poland/2018/07/02/a6b6b0f2-7de7-11
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democracy” in the EU. Their heads tout themselves as defenders of freedom and democracy,
and it should come as no surprise that they both tout the idea that the ideas of the “majority”
28

should not be challenged, an important aspect of populism.

These states have, by some

accounts, grown closer to Vladimir Putin’s Russia. Russia’s challenging of the European Union’s
moral and political cohesiveness makes this concerning. Orban has been a true populist in his
attacks on the "establishment," in this case the EU for their supposed poor treatment of
Hungary. He has confirmed himself as an anti-Semite, as well as being anti-Islam. He has
29

stressed that Hungary needs to return to their traditional “Christian values.

Both of these

states represent a trend towards populist, Russia-supporting governments that are rising to
power in many European, specifically Eastern-European states.

2.3.3. Referendums
Brexit has already had a significant impact on the status of the EU and will continue to do so.
First off, it will make it harder for heads of state to defend the EU from those rallying for an exit.
Second, it will make Germany a more powerful force in the EU. Third, without the UK the EU
30

may loosen sanctions on Russia.

The Irish referendum could have an interesting impact, as it
31

may cause citizens of other countries to call for referendums on polarizing issues like abortion.

If this is to be the case we could see an increase in the polarization of the EU. Spain is currently
holding a number of Catalonians as political prisoners.

Additionally, Catalonia elected a

president who spoke with the Spanish prime minister; however, he said that Catalonian
32

independence is not on the cards.

Referendums are a form of direct democracy and avoid

voting by representatives and bureaucracy, which forms most democratic governments.
However, this comes at a cost, and it seems that most referendums seem to favor the populist
and/or nationalist viewpoint. First off, referendums usually have lower rates of voter turnout.
This means that the side with more passionate voters usually wins, which often benefits the
populist or nationalist groups. So some hold that referendums are not truly democratic, as they
28

https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/02/05/hungary-and-poland-arent-democratic-theyre-authoritarian/
"
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2018/05/07/hungary-and-poland-threaten-democratic-europe/cbT5m0t3KHh08bKPGJVnxJ/story.html
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29
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https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/may/23/the-guardian-view-on-the-abortion-referendum-irelands-choice-will-have-a-glob
al-impact
32
http://www.thenational.scot/news/16341013.spain-and-catalonia-clash-before-first-meeting-set-up-to-diffuse-tensions/
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may not represent the views of the people. Lastly, referendums can give fringe or extremist
groups a platform. For example, in Brexit, UKIP, a nationalist pro-Brexit party was able to gain
33

widespread support and attention as a result of the referendum.

So, direct democracy in the

form of referendums may not hold up to democratic ideals as one would hope.

2.3.4. Elections
Following election-hacking allegations, states such as France, Germany, and Finland are all
looking into developing agencies to counter fake-news and other forms of election interference
that goes on online. The Czech Republic already has an agency for this purpose; however, the
task of combating fake news has proved to be much more difficult than anticipated. Emmanuel
Macron has vowed to pass a law barring fake news, and Germany is also looking into passing a
similar bill.

Other states such as Estonia and Finland have both ramped up their cyber
34

defenses, and it would seem that many other European states would be wise to follow them.

Additionally, Facebook has committed itself to protect the European Parliament electoral
process by fighting the spread of misinformation, as well as foreign interference that takes place
on their site.

35

With the European Parliament election rapidly approaching in 2019, many

members are concerned about the impact that fake news can have on the elections. Many
Europeans do not have a broad understanding of EU politics, so fake news can have a
devastating effect on some candidates. The EU is seeking to create a Code of Practice to fight
the spread of disinformation online,working with popular social networks, the advertising
36

industry, and other online platforms to achieve this goal.

Sweden is preparing for Russian

meddling in its upcoming elections. Sweden spoke out against Russia’s invasion of Crimea and
fears retribution for this in their elections. Swedish officials have noted an increase in hacking
and dissemination of fake news in an effort to destabilize Sweden. Sweden is working with the
private sector, (e.g., companies involved in news and social media) in a bid to stop these
attacks. Additionally, high school students were taught about propaganda and information was
distributed to 4.7 million homes with tips regarding how to identify misinformation. In addition to
that, around 7,000 government officials underwent training on how to spot attempted meddling

33

https://www.politico.eu/article/brexit-direct-democracy-trouble-with-referendums-eu-leave/
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35
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that could affect elections. If these measures prove to be successful, Sweden could become
37

the model for how states combat election meddling, hacking, and fake news.

2.3.5. Euroscepticism
The immigration crisis will likely continue the spread of Euroscepticism as states feel the burden
of this crisis. With states like Hungary and Italy openly opposing the mission of the EU and
Angela Merkel seeking to unite the EU in accepting refugees, it seems that the EU may soon
become quite divided. This divisiveness could greatly increase already growing anti-EU
38

sentiments.

Additionally, many states are opposed to dumping more money into the EU, and

while most everyone seems to understand that the budget needs to increase, many states
39

including France and Germany seem wary of increasing the budget.

Euroscepticism is on the

rise in the Czech Republic. One would assume that because of the large amount of money that
the EU pumps into the Czech Republic they would not have these sentiments. However,
employees in the Czech Republic make significantly less than their counterparts in neighboring
European states, like Germany. For example, a sales assistant in Germany can make as much
as five times more than their Czech counterpart. Additionally, the migration quotas imposed on
member states by the EU significantly contributed to the rise of Euroscepticism in many
European states, including the Czech Republic. Many smaller states, lots with struggling
economies, did not feel like they were well equipped to let in the large numbers of migrants that
the EU imposed on its members. Although the Czech governments rejected these quotas, they
40

still put an enormous strain on Czech-EU relations.

2.4. Bloc Positions
States in eastern and southern Europe are generally less in favor of letting immigrants into their
borders, especially those with struggling economies or less progressive governments. More
prosperous northern states are less inclined to pass economic policies that aid the southern
states’ struggling economies. Many eastern European states are growing increasingly distant
from the EU policies.

37
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2.5. Discussion Questions
●

How can the EU combat the instability and tension created by coalition
governments?

●

What ramifications would removing Poland’s voting rights have?

Could this

potentially lead to anti-EU sentiments among other states?
●

Does the EU need to make an effort to squash out activities from member states that
do not correlate with the mission of the EU?

If so what form would these efforts

take?
●

How can the EU prevent states from meddling in other states’ elections?

●

If democracy starts to break down in individual member-states or within the
organization as a whole, what power does the European Union have to protect and
encourage democracy?

●

Does Germany’s lack of a stable government spell trouble for other establishment
EU states like France?

●

Is it the responsibility of social media companies or governments to stop the spread
of fake news online?

2.6. Key Terms
Populism: A political method of appealing to, or appearing to appeal to the common people by
supporting their concerns
Nationalism: An extreme form of patriotic feelings, principles, or beliefs, often seen with feelings
of superiority over other states and advocacy of political independence
Polarization: A sharp division of a population or group into opposing factions based upon views,
characteristics, etc.
Coalition government: A portion of a parliamentary government where multiple parties combine
to reduce the dominance of their opposition, usually done when none of the members can reach
a majority in the parliament on their own
Referendum: A vote by the electorate on a single political issue that has been posed to them as
a direct decision
Fake news: A method of spreading misinformation or hoaxes through traditional media or social
media usually done with a political purpose
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Euroscepticism: Anti-EU sentiments, usually include criticism of the EU and European
integration

2.7. Resources
We would encourage you to watch the following news sources to stay up to date on these topics.

3.

●

Deutsch News

●

Financial Times

●

Reuters

●

BBC

●

Bloomberg

●

The Guardian

●

The New York Times

●

The Washington Post

Topic 3 - Addressing Political & Economic Tensions

from the Refugee Crisis
3.1. Topic Overview
The EU will be discussing how the refugee crisis has evolved into a pressing humanitarian
crisis. Some of the topics discussed will include violence being committed both by and against
refugees in their host nations, economic devastation, and potential solutions to the human rights
violations committed against these migrants. The majority of these refugees are coming from
Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq, and the refugee crisis has proven exceptionally relevant to the
European Union, as more and more refugees flee to its member states. The concerns and
ramifications of the refugee crisis are felt by the citizens of the host nations receiving massive
amounts of refugees, as well as the refugees themselves. Climate change is also a factor in
rising forced migration levels as the environmental catastrophes that have occurred as a result
have displaced thousands. Because of these factors, it is highly unlikely that the levels of
migration to the EU will decrease in the near future.

3.2. Historical Background
3.2.1. Conflict in Afghanistan
23
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Since 2001, the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan has created massive amounts of civil unrest
spanning the entire region.41 Despite the various peacekeeping efforts to rid the country of the
turmoil created by the Taliban and similar terrorist organizations,42 the Taliban’s eventual
resurgence within the past decade regenerated fear and persecution in the country. This terror
reached new heights in 2017, as more than 2,500 civilians were killed as a result of the strife
between Taliban forces and Afghanistan’s government forces.43 Consequently, an increasing
number of civilians have begun fleeing Afghanistan and seeking refuge abroad. In 2016, it was
revealed that 20.9 percent of the refugees that had entered the European Union were refugees
from Afghanistan.44 As the conflict in Afghanistan continues into the future without any
immediate action towards resolution, concerns of economic and cultural strain on host nations
become more pronounced.

3.2.2. Arab Spring
In 2010, civilians in the Middle East and Northern Africa emerged in protest against several
oppressive regimes that had been ruling countries like Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Syria, and Yemen.
45

Although generally peaceful, the demonstrations toppled multiple long-standing governments

and challenged the rule of many others. As a result of the threat posed to authoritarian leaders,
wide-scale efforts to put down these protests broke out throughout the region,46 causing
widespread tension between religious sects.47 The devastation forced millions in the region to
resettle out of fear of persecution and further oppressive governing.

3.2.3. Conflict in Syria
Concurrently with the Arab Spring, demonstrations broke out throughout Syria in 2011 in protest
of President Bashar al-Assad’s regime.48 This dissatisfaction stemmed from a protest in support
of releasing political prisoners, greater freedoms, and a more democratic government.49 This
peaceful protest by Syrian civilians ended in violence and chaos, as President Assad relied
50

upon violent means to put down the demonstrations. From here, Syria quickly declined into a
41
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state of civil war, with various rebel groups grappling for control. The turmoil that was created as
a result of the civil war enabled ISIS to capture major cities in Syria and Iraq, and expand its
influence throughout the region.51 Since the beginning of the unrest and subsequent civil war in
Syria, over 4.5 million people have fled, and 10 percent of these have found refuge in the
European Union.52 As is the case in many refugee situations, the responsibility of assuming
Syrian refugees has created a number of political divisions throughout Europe.

3.2.4. Conflict in Iraq
When the Arab Spring first broke out in 2010, Iraq was still in the process of recovering from the
downfall of Saddam Hussein’s regime. This, along with pre-existing unrest between Sunni and
Shiite Muslims in the region, put Iraq in an exceptionally vulnerable state. ISIS’ capture of Mosul
in June of 2014 was a tipping point for many Iraqis that led to mass-migration, as ISIS expanded
its influence much faster than anyone could have anticipated.53 Nine percent of migrants arriving
54 

in the European Union come from Iraq,

and, similar to migrants coming from Syria and

Afghanistan, the shared burden of taking in refugees has created tension and conflict between
member states of the European Union.

3.2.5. Joint EU Resettlement Program
In 2012, the Joint EU Resettlement Program55 was created with the intention of boosting
cooperation between EU member states in protecting refugees. Under this program, the
Common European Asylum System was formed. This established laws to “ensure greater
uniformity” in the way that asylum is granted to refugees throughout the EU.56 The Common
European Asylum System is still used throughout the EU today, but the general work of the
Joint EU Resettlement Program has been somewhat neglected.

3.2.6. EU Sway in the UN
Because of the immense wealth and power that is concentrated within the member states of the
European Union, as well as the fact that they are directly impacted by the refugee crisis, the
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European Union has massive sway in directing the United Nations' agenda on the situation.57
Although it was expected that there would be a strong agreement between the EU member
states and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in handling the refugee crisis,
there have been more policy gaps created as a result of their combined efforts. EU member
states have generally based the direction of their policy-making on the foundations of the 1951
Geneva Convention, whereas the UNHCR is guided "by the standards of international human
rights law which are part of the foundation on which the global refugee protection regime is
based."58 As the EU attempts to pursue a more traditional policy in accepting refugees, the
UNHCR is encouraging a more modern approach, leading to a conflict of systems between the
two groups. In the current situation, it is vital that delegates work to find common ground
between the two bodies to base future policy on.

3.3. Current Situation
Since 2016, there has been a massive influx of refugees from Syria and surrounding countries
59

to the European Union.

This has come as a result of remaining Arab Spring tensions, as well

as continued violence against civilians at the hands of ISIS. ISIS, deemed “too brutal” by the
terrorist group al-Qaeda, has been using nerve gas and other chemical agents against civilians
to continue committing acts of terror around the world.60 Continued brutality in the Middle East
has forced large numbers of refugees out of their homes, and many find refuge in the European
Union.

3.3.1. Discrepancies
Within the European Union, there are great discrepancies in the number of refugees taken in by
each member state. This has created conflict between the EU member states who feel that
other countries are not doing their part in helping relieve the burden of the refugee crisis and the
countries who are choosing to stay uninvolved.
Estonia and Sweden are the two EU countries with the greatest percentage of refugees as a
part of their population, with 13.1 percent61 and 12.4 percent62 respectively. However, conflicts
57
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still exist in these countries, despite their efforts to aid the crisis. Estonia has a noticeably low
Muslim population, which generates feelings of isolation for the refugees. Additionally, the
general Estonian population still holds prejudices against Muslims from the country’s previous
Soviet influence.63 In Sweden, the population generally views the refugees with a neutral, or
even positive opinion. Many of the refugees entering Sweden are unaccompanied minors, which
forces Swedish officials to find suitable homes and resources for these children.64 Swedish
officials also fear that they are limited in their “practical resources,” including funds to allocate
towards resettlement aid, adequate nutrition, and healthcare.65 As a result, Sweden has
implemented tighter border controls in hopes that this will persuade other EU member states to
take in more refugees.
Poland and Slovakia are the two EU member states with the lowest percentage of refugees in
their total population, with refugees making up 1.1 percent of Poland’s population66 and only 0.6
percent of Slovakia’s population.67 Poland’s limited number of refugees stems from pre-existing
negative sentiments regarding refugees, including fears of disease and subsequent “social
catastrophe.”68 Poland also maintains a noticeably “homogeneous society” of Polish Roman
Catholics; refugees from the Middle East would upset this.69 Slovakia’s reluctance to take in
Middle Eastern refugees stems from the fact that within the country already resides a heavily
70

displaced Roma population; Prime Minister Robert Fico opposes taking in more refugees.

3.3.2. Nationalism in Turkey
Turkey does not maintain status as a full member of the European Union, although it is
considered an associate member.71 Recently, the President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
has put forth strongly nationalistic rhetoric to his people. In doing so, he has promoted the idea
that foreign countries are responsible for problems within Turkey and has promoted accusations
of conspiracy against his administration by major corporations, including Netflix and Uber.72 The
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opinions expressed by President Erdogan make trusting and cooperating with other EU
countries difficult.

3.3.3. Dublin Regulation
Most recently, the Dublin Regulation was upheld in 2017 by the European Court of Justice.73
This EU law established criteria for asylum applications, including a clause stating that
applicants may only apply to one country at a time.74 This action affected the refugee crisis by
speeding up the asylum process for refugees. It is worth noting that the Dublin Regulation was
implemented to ensure a more thorough, self-sufficient asylum process for each EU country.

3.3.4. Schengen Area
The Schengen Area was devised to allow free movement of people throughout Europe. This
area is made up of 26 different countries, and throughout this area, people can work, travel, and
live without having to present formal documentation.75 Temporarily in 2015, certain states within
the Schengen Area, including
Germany and Austria, closed
their borders until they could
get a better grasp on the
refugee

crisis.76

However,

today, once refugees receive
their asylum status in an EU
country, they are able to travel
throughout the Schengen Area
freely.

3.3.5. 10 Point European
Commission Plan
In

a

joint

effort

between

European Union Foreign and Interior Ministers, a collaborative plan was put forth in order to
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prevent possible tragedies of refugees in travel.77 This came shortly after a migrant ship was
shipwrecked in 2015 in the Mediterranean while carrying over 700 refugees.78 This plan calls for
(1) increased maritime patrolling, (2) the capture and destruction of “people smuggling vessels,”
(3) analysis and investigation of how smugglers operate and receive funding, (4) application
processing aid in Italy and Greece, (5) fingerprinting of all migrants, (6) consideration of
“emergency relocation mechanisms,” (7) launch of a resettlement pilot program, (8) rapid return
of “irregular migrants,” (9) joint efforts between the EU diplomatic services and the European
Commission to aid countries near Libya, and (10) the deployment of immigration liaison officers
79

to gather information on migratory flow.

3.3.6. Maritime Security Measures
Operation Triton is the most prominent of several similar operations carried out by members of
the EU to protect migrants in the Mediterranean Sea. Operation Triton calls for border tightening
in Italy as well as increased surveillance at border areas.80 After previous shipwrecks in the
Mediterranean, it was decided that Operation Triton would also execute search and rescue
missions in the Mediterranean Sea in case of shipwrecks or hijackings.81 Similar missions are
being carried out in Greece, Spain, and other coastal countries that are frequented by migrants.
EU Naval Force (NAVFOR) Somalia, also known as “Operation Atalanta,” is an anti-Somali
piracy effort being carried out by the European Union Naval Force.82 Operation Atalanta is
specifically designed to deter pirates in the Horn of Africa, as well as to strengthen maritime
security. The EU Naval Force is also maintaining missions to strengthen the national
government of Somalia, which has been traditionally weak and corrupt, resolve regional
conflicts in the Horn of Africa, and promote cooperation between regional economies.83 This is
directly related to the refugee crisis as it impacts their overall ability to arrive to safety in the
European Union.
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3.3.7. EU-Turkey Refugee Deal
The deal struck between the European Union and its associate member Turkey is an attempt at
preventing “unchecked arrivals” of refugees from entering the European Union.84 It also enables
EU countries to return all “irregular migrants” to Turkey, meaning that any migrants without their
formal documents can be sent to Turkey while they apply for asylum, with eventual readmission
into Greece.85 By resettling more migrants in Turkey, the EU will “accelerate visa liberalization
for Turkish nationals” and “boost financial support for Turkey’s refugee population.”86 Although
this deal appears promising, it has been discovered that from a legal perspective, both sides of
the deal are cutting corners with regards to policy on detention and the right to appeal.
Delegates should acknowledge these, as well as potential other shortcomings, in constructing
deals and policies to help with resettlement efforts.

3.3.8. EU Emergency Summit in Brussels
As “far-right coalition governments” gain popularity and control in EU nations like Austria and
Italy, the refugee crisis becomes an area of contention.87 As a result, an emergency summit on
the refugee crisis was held in June 2018 in Brussels with representatives from EU member
states. At this summit, little progress was made with regards to what the EU will do next or what
88

will happen if no measures are taken,

although leaders were given the opportunity to share

their opinions and discuss the issue with like-minded leaders. The general consensus from the
summit was that something had to be done in the near future, but there was no final word as to
what specifically should be done.

3.4. Blocs
3.4.1. Human Rights Concerns
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In the most simplistic of terms, the European Union is split in regards to countries that are willing
to take in refugees and those that are not. The countries that often do take in the most refugees,
or any at all, do so on the basis of a humanitarian obligation. German Prime Minister Angela
Merkel feels that by opening German borders to refugees, Germany is “fulfilling its international
humanitarian duty.”89 Similarly, Estonia and Portugal have proven to be two other EU countries
that provide adequate safety, security, advocacy, and support systems for incoming refugees,
and they are willingly accepting these refugees.90
Greece and Italy have served as the two primary ports of entry for many refugees fleeing to the
European Union during the refugee crisis. Therefore, the European Union has allocated
significant funds towards distributing emergency aid and building additional reception centers in
Greece and monitoring migrant routes from Libya into Italy.91 Similarly, Slovenia is receiving
€10.17 million from the European Commission in order to supply border officials.92 Slovenia also
has a strong volunteer program of civilians that aid refugees, and the Slovenian government
provides protection for anyone claiming asylum within Slovenia. Ireland is taking additional
steps to ease the burden of the refugee crisis on other EU nations; in 2016, Ireland took in 273
refugees and has been speculated to take in another 330 by the end of 2018.93 Like Slovenia,
Ireland also relies on its civilian volunteers to work as border guards, as well as help assimilate
refugees into the country. Luxembourg also promotes its volunteer services to aid in the crisis,
despite the fact that the country is at capacity for migrant intake and the government cannot
continue to house, feed, or support any more refugees.94
Other EU nations are actively seeking to support refugees, even as their countries are not
receiving a high inflow of refugees. Belgium doubled its intake of refugees from 2015 to 2016
and has been consistently working to provide protection for any refugee in the country that did
not earn asylum status.95 Cyprus and Croatia both support the idea of housing refugees within
their borders, but with the limited amount of refugees that apply for asylum in either country,
neither Cyprus nor Croatia is meeting its EU-mandated quota. Both countries, rather, are
referred to as “transit countries,” as refugees generally do not stay there for longer than is
89
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required of them.96 Romania also does not receive many refugees, but is currently in
negotiations to become a part of the Schengen Area. This would allow more travel through the
region and eventually higher rates of refugee settlement within Romania.97

3.4.2. Security Concerns
On the other hand, there is a number of EU countries that strongly oppose providing aid to
refugees during this crisis on the basis of national security concerns. Slovakia’s pre-existing
internal displacement of the Roma population caused Slovakian leaders to evaluate their
national security and ultimately opt out of the European Union’s quota plan.98 Likewise, the
United Kingdom opted out of EU immigration policies with the 1997 Amsterdam Treaty99;
however, the refugee crisis has forced the issue to resurface. Prime Minister Theresa May has
vocalized her concerns about opening a legal route through the United Kingdom or aiding other
countries in their intake of refugees. She feels that these actions have an "unintended pull
factor" which will encourage more migration to the United Kingdom than is desired by some.100
After the jihadist attacks in Paris in 2015, France re-imposed police checks at the borders, as
they had previously been a part of the Schengen Area.101 Czech Republic’s Interior Minister
Milan Chovanec declared that the country would not be accepting refugees as a result of the
“aggravated security situation and the dysfunctionality of the whole system.”102 Spain and Malta
have similar approaches in that they have both closed off their ports to migrant ships and are
refusing to work with other EU countries to lessen their load of refugees.103
Sweden, Austria, and the Netherlands all have general sentiments that the policies in place will
not hold up against the massive amounts of migration. Therefore, Austria has implemented a
daily limit on intake, as well as the reinstatement of its borders that had been eliminated through
participation in the Schengen Area.104 Sweden instated identity checks at its borders,
additionally challenging the protocol of the Schengen Area.105 Finally, Dutch officials feel that the
96
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policies of the Schengen Area are too “fairweather,” and that the crisis at hand is too urgent for
such free rein.106

3.4.3. Economic Concerns
Denmark has one of the most controversial policies regarding its intake of refugees. Because of
limited funding to support the waves of migrants entering the country, Danish police officers
have the right to seize the refugees' valuables, with the exception of sentimental objects, up to
10,000 Kronen in order to cover the costs of food and housing.107 This process is designed to
dissuade migration to Denmark as a result of inadequate funding and resources. Latvia also has
limited resources, no experience in taking in refugees and is not suited to be a strong force in
the current crisis.108 Lithuania also has limited benefits, but it also has a steadily increasing
percentage of natural citizens that are leaving the country due to a shortage of jobs.109
Therefore, it is not surprising that refugees also cannot find work and are dissatisfied with life in
Lithuania.

3.4.4. Cultural Concerns
The remaining EU countries oppose providing aid for the refugee crisis on the basis of cultural
concerns. Hungary’s Prime Minister made a public statement that the region’s “Christian
heritage [is] under threat” as a result of the influx of Muslim refugees entering.110 Like Slovakia,
Hungary also opted out of the European Union’s quota plan. Poland’s resistance to taking in
refugees stems from its long and deep-rooted history of “resistance to multiculturalism.”111
Bulgaria’s general population has tendencies towards not only xenophobia, but specifically
Islamophobia; as a result, civilians are uncomfortable having refugees in their country, and the
refugees do not feel safe residing in Bulgaria.112 Finnish leaders have voiced their wariness
towards the massive increases of migration, and their opposition comes from the challenges
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that would be placed upon the “western way of thinking and [Finland’s] values.”113 The impacts
that would occur as a result of forced refugee resettlement have the potential to radically alter
the cultures of specific regions, which has created uneasy feelings amongst many EU leaders.

3.5. Discussion Questions
1. How can past refugee crises (e.g. displacement following World War II) inspire potential
solutions to the refugee crisis currently taking place in the EU? What actions or
objectives could be adapted to fit the current crisis?
2. Is establishing peace in Syria and Iraq a feasible and appropriate solution? If not, how
might the U.N. address the conflict that has caused such drastic displacement?
3. How has resettlement been advantageous to the refugee crisis? How has it been
harmful?
4. How have racial tensions and prejudices played into the severity of the refugee crisis?
Are there any feasible solutions to this?
5. In the future, how will policies regarding refugees change? How will they remain
constant?
6. What responsibilities do world leaders have, if any, in protecting refugees?

3.6. Key Terms
1. Asylum Seeker: a person who claims to be a refugee but whose claim has not yet been
evaluated114
2. Economic Migrant: a person who chooses to move on the basis of improving quality of
life (work, education, family), not because of a direct threat115
3. Irregular Migrant: a migrant without the formal documents necessary to travel outside of
“regulatory norms of the sending, transit, and receiving countries”116
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4. Nationalism: an ideology based on the premise that the individual’s loyalty and devotion
to the nation-state surpass other individual or group interests117
5. Refugee: a person fleeing armed conflict or persecution with access to assistance from
states and aid organizations118
6. Resettlement: the transfer of refugees from an asylum country to another State that has
agreed to admit them and ultimately grants them permanent settlement119

3.7. Resources
Schengen Area Countries Map
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/schengen-visa-countries-list/
Historical Background Sources
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/afghanistan
https://web.archive.org/web/20070928142619/http://www.intellnet.org/news/2003/02/14/16788-1
.html
https://www.rescue.org/article/afghanistan-what-you-need-know-about-one-worlds-longest-refug
ee-crises
https://www.britannica.com/event/Arab-Spring
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/feb/20/unrest-morocco-iran-algeria-yemen-china
https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/iraq-jordan-lebanon-syria-turkey/quick-facts-what-you-needknow-about-syria-crisis
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868
https://www.cnn.com/2016/10/16/middleeast/iraq-conflict-in-numbers/index.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/1951-refugee-convention.html
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean?page=1&view=grid&Type%255B%255D=3&
Search=%2523monthly%2523
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-12-168_en.htm?locale=en
https://www.worldvision.org/refugees-news-stories/syrian-refugee-crisis-facts
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Current Situation Sources
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-03/what-if-migrating-to-europe-didnt-work-out-how-you-pla
nned/9066482
https://sweden.se/migration/#2015
https://www.politico.eu/article/politics-nationalism-and-religion-explain-why-poland-doesnt-want-r
efugees/
https://www.politico.eu/article/why-slovakia-wont-embrace-migration-lubos-blaha-josef-rydlo/
https://www.voanews.com/a/turkey-erdogan-ramps-up-nationalist-rhetoric/4417654.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32003R0343&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/schengen_en
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-factbox/factbox-eus-10-point-plan-to-tacklemediterranean-crisis-idUSKBN0NB22J20150420
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-border
s/fact-sheets/docs/20161006/eu_operations_in_the_mediterranean_sea_en.pdf
http://eunavfor.eu/mission/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/paradox-eu-turkey-refugee-deal
Bloc Position Sources
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34278886
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/where-key-countries-stand-on-europes-ongoing-r
efugee-crisis/article31586516/
https://borgenproject.org/10-facts-about-refugees-in-slovenia/
https://ec.europa.eu/ireland/tags/refugee-crisis_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/luxembourg-migration-crisis-eu-asylum-refugees/
https://borgenproject.org/9-facts-about-belgium-refugees/
http://www.migrationpolicycentre.eu/cyprus/
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/indepth/2017/9/22/arab-refugees-receive-a-cold-welcome-in-r
omania
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/mar/01/how-britain-hard-stance-refugees-reshaping
-european-policy
http://www.brownpoliticalreview.org/2017/05/immigration-game-refugee-crisis-affected-french-ge
rman-politics/
https://world.wng.org/content/un_urges_european_unity_in_migrant_crisis_response
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http://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2017-07-03/local-news/Malta-again-under-fire-for-not-ta
king-any-boat-migrants-6736176122
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jan/21/dutch-pm-says-refugee-crisis-could-shut-downeuropes-open-borders-for-good
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/01/denmark-refugees-immigration-law/43
1520/
http://www.unhcr.org/neu/16761-refugees-in-latvia-still-in-lack-of-support.html
https://borgenproject.org/facts-refugees-in-lithuania/
https://www.dw.com/en/why-do-so-many-refugees-avoid-bulgaria/a-18707897
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/648587/Euro-migrant-crisis-worse-Finland-joins-Hungary
-Greece-refugee-warnings

Key Terms Sources
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