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1. Topic 1 - Reaffirming Iraqi Territorial Integrity and 

Promoting Reconstruction 

1.1. Topic Overview 

The Arab League is home to over 400 million people throughout 22 Arab states in the Middle                 

East. The region is strategically located in the center of the globe; it is in proximity to all                  

continents and enjoys a variety of unifying factors; such as: culture, language, common spiritual              

values, and a rich history. The stated purposes of this regional organization are to: strengthen               

ties among the member states, coordinate their policies, and promote their common interests. It              

is the League's mandate to safeguard the sovereignty and independence of member nations             

and to consider the common interest of the Arab nations.  

 

The focus of this committee will be on addressing Iraqi territorial integrity. Iraq is largely in a                 

state of humanitarian crisis with frequent terrorist attacks following the 2003 invasion, which             

severely weakened the foundations of the country, paving the way for the rise of Daesh and its                 

subsequent occupation of Iraqi territory. Daesh certainly presents an existential threat to the             

League's members, as it has proven that it's capable of engaging and overpowering             

nation-states in the region. Different states have mobilized in various ways and have involved              

directly in military activity; it is in the League’s best interest to pursue a coordinated policy to                 

tackle this issue. Iraq’s future is in the balance. It is up to the country and the Arab League to                    

safeguard human rights and ensure development conditions for all the Iraqi population,            

whatever the political outcome is. 

 
1.2 Historical Background 
 
The land that now constitutes Iraq was known as Mesopotamia during ancient times, considered              

by many the ‘cradle of civilization.' Some of the world's earliest civilizations such as the Sumer,                

Akkad, Babylon, and Assyrians populated this region. Civilizations such as the Persians,            

Greeks, and Romans have occupied this territory, adding to its cultural wealth. It was after the                

7th century that the land of Iraq became an integral part of the Islamic world: when Baghdad                 

became the capital of the Abbasid caliphate in the 8th Century. 
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The modern nation-state of Iraq was created after World War I, following the partition of the                

Ottoman Empire, merging the three provinces of Mosul, Baghdad, and Al-Basrah into one single              

political entity, thus creating one of the most religiously and ethnically diverse societies in the               

Middle East. The country gained formal independence in 1932, and was admitted to the League               

of Nations as an independent state , but remained        
1

under British imperial influence, which ultimately      

fostered political instability and a series of coups        

which overthrew the monarchy in 1958. Although       

Iraq’s communities generally coexisted peacefully,     

fault lines between communities deepened in the       

20th century as a succession of authoritarian regimes        

ruled by exploiting tribal, sectarian, and ethnic       

divisions. 

 

The Iraqi Republic that transitioned from monarchical       

rule was short-lived, mainly due to internal strife and it was during this time that Islam was                 

declared to be the official religion of the State and the Republic developed close ties with the                 

Soviet Union. The Ba’ath Party, a group composed of young activists which advocated for Arab               

nationalism and socialism, assumed power in 1963 and reoriented foreign policy, building closer             

ties to Egypt and Nasser's project. During this time the Kurdish question, which will be               

addressed in detail in later stages of this guide, posed a serious military threat to the regime,                 

eventually prompting the government to officially recognize them as a "national group" and the              

establish an assembly to deal with Kurdish affairs. During this period, proven oil reserves              
2

allowed the regime to finance numerous projects and development plants through the 1970’s,             

as well as composing one of the largest and best-equipped armed forces in the Arab world. At                 

the end of this decade, Saddam Hussein, an autocratic leader who embarked the country on a                

series of disastrous military adventures: the Iran-Iraq War and the Persian Gulf War, assumed              

the party’s leadership.   
3

 

1 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/The-governorship-of-Midhat-Pasa#ref22903 
2 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/The-revolution-of-1968 
3 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/Iraq-under-Saddam-Hussein 
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The 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War marks a critical point in Iraqi history. During these eight years,               

political and social life was severely strained leading to economic dislocations . The conflict was              
4

fueled mainly as an outcome of the Shiite Iranian Revolution, and the internal threat that this                

represented to the Saddam-Sunni majority-led government, which he justified as a defensive            

action. What is most notable of this conflict is that the Iraqi Kurdish militias sided with Iran, while                  

the United States, Soviet Union, France and most Arab countries supported Iraq; it is estimated               

that the conflict claimed more than 500,000 lives. In the end, the United Nations brokered a                

ceasefire between both parties through UN Security Council Resolution 598. Iraq’s human            
5

rights violations as well as the country’s acquisition of sensitive military technology weakened             

Iraq's relationship with the West and set the precedent for the next conflict that the Saddam                

regime would endure. 

 

After the aforementioned long-held conflict, Saddam was put under economic pressure; in an             

urge to solve the need for funding and the desire to have hegemony in the Persian Gulf, Iraq                  

invaded Kuwait on August 2, 1990. Saddam initially thought that the West would not intervene in                

any way, but the UN Security Council passed Resolution 660 that same day, condemning the               

invasion. Four days later the Security Council passed Resolution 661 imposing economic            

sanctions in the form of a trade embargo against Iraq. Saddam, still convinced that the West                

would not intervene directly, proclaimed Kuwait to be its 19th province on August 8, 1990. This                

prompted a 28-member coalition led primarily by U.S. president:, George Bush, to invade Iraq in               

order to reestablish the status-quo. With an air and ground campaign, the Iraqi army swiftly               

capitulated which resulted in Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait and the acceptance of Security             

Council resolutions on the matter. Controversially, Saddam was still allowed to remain in             
6

power, as it was not the U.N. coalition’s intention to install a new Iraqi government, and no                 

country was invested into the situation enough to stake a long-term conflict.  

 

This military operation destroyed much of the Iraqi armed forces and severely damaged the              

country's infrastructure. The Kurdish populations had seized the opportunity to establish an            

autonomous region; in response, Saddam's government launched a series of attacks and ethnic             

cleansing campaigns against both Kurd and Shiites in order to reestablish government control             

4 https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/iran-iraq.htm 
5 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/Iraq-under-Saddam-Hussein 
6 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/The-Persian-Gulf-War 
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and authority. Saddam survived a series of failed coup attempts and managed to remain in               

power. UN Security Resolution 687 called for Iraq to surrender all of its weapons of mass                

destruction and its ability to create such weapons. A monitoring system (UNSCOM) was created              

to guarantee Iraq´s compliance, which Saddam fervently opposed and did not allow to operate.              

An oil-for-food program was also established, which allowed Iraq to sell oil in order to purchase                

food, medicine, and other necessities for those who needed humanitarian aid. The economic             

embargo began to deteriorate, as Iraq was able to smuggle oil to its neighbors and continued to                 

refuse international regulation over its weapons programs thus maintaining tense relations with            

the West.  
7

 

After September 11, 2001, U.S. President George W. Bush made it a priority to disarm Iraq, out                 

of a concern that the attacks had demonstrated the United States’ vulnerability. The UN Security               

Council passed Resolution 1441 on November 8, 2002, resuming international inspection in the             

country. The United States and the United Kingdom were convinced that Iraq had resorted to its                

earlier practices and that it still possessed and secretly maintained a weapons of mass              

destruction program. Because of this, they decided to invade Iraq once again on March 20,               

2003. This invasion and its legality in accordance to the UN Charter is still a point of debate, and                   

Kofi Annan alluded at the time that it was not in conformity to the Charter. Once again, an air                   
8

campaign followed by a ground invasion defeated the defending Iraqi forces, and by April 9,               

resistance in Baghdad collapsed as U.S. soldiers took control of the city. On December 13,               

2003, Saddam surrendered to U.S. troops; marking the fall of the Baath Party; and a new                

chapter in Iraqi history: the installation of the Coalition Provisional Authority.  
9

 

The task of restoring and rebuilding Iraq’s deteriorated infrastructure was severely hampered by             

escalating violent insurgency from Iraqi and non-Iraqi fighters from other Arab countries, as well              

as fighters belonging to the terrorist group of al-Qaeda. In June 2004, the Coalition Provisional               

Authority was dissolved in order to lead the way to an interim government and the establishment                

of elections within the country. Anti-American sentiment endured alongside revelations of           

assault and mistreatment of Iraqi prisoners by U.S. soldiers in cases such as Abu Ghraib prison.                

Despite all of this, elections were held on January 30, 2005, and Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani                

7 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/The-Persian-Gulf-War 
8https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/sep/16/iraq.iraq 
9 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/The-Iraq-War 
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was elected president of Iraq. Additionally, a draft constitution was approved by a national              

referendum, which called for new legislature, and Saddam was captured and executed on             

December 30, 2006. 

 

Even in light of these efforts, violence endured, against both coalition forces and Iraqi civilians,               

President Bush’s plan to increase troop numbers helped to reduce the violence levels in              

conjunction with movements such as the Sunni Awakening, which helped counter insurgents            

affiliated with al-Qaeda. Barack Obama followed on the established timetables set for U.S.             

withdrawal; on December 15, 2011, the U.S. declared an end to its mission in Iraq, leaving an                 

ill-prepared Iraqi security force and a weak government in charge. In late 2010, Iraq’s major               

political parties entered into a power-sharing agreement that paved the way for a national unity               

government where Jawad al-Maliki acted as Prime Minister. 

 

This security void was fertile ground for paramilitary and especially terrorist organizations to             

seize opportunity of the situation. Taking advantage of this opportunity, Daesh (commonly            

referred to as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant - ISIL), a fundamentalist Sunni Salafi                 

jihadist group labeled as a terrorist organization by the United Nations, rose to prominence in               

early 2014. Its roots can be traced to the US 2003 invasion when various insurgent groups                

pledged allegiance to al-Qaeda in a coordinated effort to expel US troops from the country.               

Daesh has become the face of extremism in the Middle East; in early 2014, Daesh drove Iraqi                 

government forces out of key cities. This almost prompted a collapse of the Iraqi government               

and renewed US and international military action in the country. It is important to note that                

al-Qaeda and Daesh are not the same group, as they split due to divergence on ideology and                 

plans involving execution of their strategy.  
10

 

1.3. Current Situation 
1.3.1 Iraqi Civil War 

The Iraqi Civil War (2014-present) is the military conflict that sparked from the successful Daesh               

military campaign in the country following the capture of predominantly Sunni cities of             

Al-Fallujah and parts of Al-Ramadi, as well as Mosul (which is the second largest city in Iraq)                 

and Tikrit. Daesh targeted minority communities, and thousands of Christian, Yazidi, and            

10 https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/comparing-al-qaeda-and-isis-different-goals-different-targets/ 
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Turkmen communities were displaced and forced to inhabit in areas without access to food or               

water. Daesh is characterized by an anti-non-Muslim sentiment that has resulted in repeated             

human rights violations and even massacres being perpetrated against minority groups. Daesh            

also moved against the autonomous zone controlled by the Kurdistan Regional Government            

(KPG), which prompted the involvement of the Kurdish Peshmerga alongside Iraqi government            

forces. 

 

The initial military success of Daesh meant political failure for the current administration. Maliki              

was forced to resign, and Haider al-Abadi was named and is currently serving as Prime Minister,                

heading a more inclusive    

government. Something  

which is important to note     

about al-Abadi is that he     

has been critical of US     

military response to Daesh,    

and has pivoted closer    

towards Russia and Iran in     

order to help combat the     

threat of Daesh. Iran has     

seen an excellent   

opportunity during the Iraqi Civil War to reinsert their influence on the region. Since Iran is a                 

Shiite state, and Iraq is a Shiite majority country, which was ruled for a long time by a Sunni                   

minority political party, both countries have an established common ground; Iran's influence            

projects into Iraq's military, political, economic and cultural affairs. This country established a             
11

clear priority of clearing Daesh from Iraq, and deploying armed militias to aid Iraqi security               

forces in the fight to retake their land. Their actions have brought the attention of the                

international community, as there are accusations against Iranian militias of widespread           

sectarian cleansing. Thousands of Sunnis have been displaced and are unable to return to their               

homes. They still live in squalid camps under imperfect conditions. Iranian presence in the              
12

country has undoubtedly also brought resentment, as many Iraqis identify themselves as Arabs,             

and feel that the country should be aligned closer to the Arab League.  

11 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/15/world/middleeast/iran-iraq-iranian-power.html 
12 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/15/world/middleeast/iran-iraq-iranian-power.html 
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Regarding Russia, this country has taken advantage of the threat emanating from Daesh's             

advances in Iraq to increase its efforts to export weapons to the country and to push for the                  

participation of Russian companies in the extraction of Iraqi oil. Crucially, it has not been               
13

involved in such a direct manner as in Syria. 

 

Iraqi Kurdistan, the United States, France, the United Kingdom and Australia began involving             

themselves more directly after the siege of Mount Sinjar, which the US asserted as a genocidal                

attempt by Daesh on the Yazidi people. Iraqi forces, with the support of the U.S.- led coalition,                 

managed to push out most of Daesh presence in the country by the end of 2017; retaking key                  

cities such as Mosul through the Western Nineveh offensive. 

 

1.3.2. Current State of Iraqi Government and Territorial Integrity 

Political division all through these periods in combination with high unemployment and            

devastating wars have made Iraq one of the most unstable countries in the Middle East. It is                 

important to note that Iraq is made up of a mixed population of Kurds and Arabs; about ⅔ of the                    

country’s people are Arabs, while ¼ are Kurds, and the remaining consist of small minority               

groups. Out of the Muslim population of Iraq, approximately 62% are Shiites, while 34%              
14

identify as Sunnis. Key considerations when understanding Iraq’s Arab population is the            

importance of the role that tribal units presents, as most of Arabs in the country identify strongly                 

with their tribe over national affiliation. 

 

Economic development and oil production declined after the Iraq War, plunging the country into              

economic hardship, as continuing violence, a high rate of inflation, outdated oil production             

methods and technology, as well as a seriously deteriorating infrastructure are the most             

significant challenges that the country must overcome when thinking of rebuilding the State. 

 

The federal government is now dominated by the Shiite Arab majority; Sunni Arabs, who once               

formed the government headed by Hussein’s regime, feel marginalized. There is still no political              

consensus on what a post-Saddam Hussein Iraq should look like; Iraq is divided into those who                

seek independence and the nationalists. The independence faction consists of the Kurds, some             

13 https://www.mepc.org/russias-policy-toward-islamic-state 
14 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/Climate#ref22935 
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Sunni groups, and rich Shiites who live in oil-rich provinces. On the other side, Nationalists               

advocate for a strong central Iraqi government. The federal government is headed by Prime              

Minister Haider al-Abadi, who has managed to keep the country together and garner a coalition               

of Shiite, Sunni, Kurdish and other leaders. 

 

The Kurdistan Regional Government in northern Iraq, ruled by Massoud Barzani since 2015,             

participates in Iraqi federal institutions; however, the Kurdish area is considered a            

semi-autonomous region. Within the KRG there are two major political parties: the Patriotic             

Union of Kurdistan, and the Kurdistan Democratic Party. The Kurds voted for independence in              

2017, but Iraq considered this referendum illegal, and the Iraqi federal Supreme Court ruled that               

no province was allowed to secede.  
15

 

Lastly, parliamentary elections held in May 2018 resulted in the opposition party, the al-Sadr              

movement, being elected the victor. This coalition won more seats than any other group but did                

not win enough for a majority. The al-Sadr movement appeals to low-income Shiites, and the               

armed wing of the group has fought government forces, Shiite groups, and Sunni militias.              

Additionally, this group vouches for a nonsectarian approach to governance, and pushes            

women's rights, equality and Iraqi independence from foreign control.  16

 

1.3.3. Current State of Daesh 

Although Daesh was virtually defeated in Iraq, 2018 has seen the return of the group in Iraq,                 

launching small-scale attacks in remote areas and raising a legitimate cause for concern. The              

Iraqi and Syrian military victories over the group certainly damaged its capabilities, but by no               

means did Daesh lose the will to fight. What we might be seeing is the next phase of these                   

groups’ operations in a commitment to continued fighting. It is estimated that Daesh has lost               
17

98% of its occupied territory, but the group has made a significant effort to expand influence into                 

Africa and Afghanistan. Regarding the inner workings of Daesh, from what international            

journalists have been able to figure, the group wielded power through brutality and bureaucracy.              

Daesh built a state of administrative efficiency that collected taxes, issued birth certificates, and              

kept a diversified revenue stream. The group taxed every inch of territory they conquered; from               

15 https://www.thoughtco.com/current-situation-in-iraq-2353055 
16 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/The-Iraq-War#ref310597 
17 https://www.npr.org/2018/07/21/631089434/the-current-state-of-isis 
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agriculture alone, it’s calculated that the group reaped hundreds of millions of dollars; contrary              

to popular belief, the group was self-financed and did not depend on external donors. It was                

daily commerce and agriculture, not petroleum, which powered the economy of Daesh, and has              

made evident its ability to govern. There have been a string of isolated incidents which have                
18

also shed light into how blockchain technologies, moreover Bitcoin, have served as a platform              

for international financing of separate Isis groups; but there is no amounting evidence as of now                

that this is a common practice and source of revenue for Daesh. 

 
1.3.4. Kurdish Nationalism 

In September 2017, KRG officials held a non-binding referendum on independence; it was             

approved by more than 92% of the vote. The referendum found little further international              

support, and many countries have urged the KPG not to proceed down this path, in an effort to                  

avoid destabilizing the region. The Iraqi central government was firmly opposed to the             

referendum, to the point that it sent troops, resulting in clashes between the two sides, and                

ending with Iraqi forces taking Kirkuk and other disputed areas outside the Kurdish autonomous              

region. Tensions have been reduced as of March 2018, as ongoing negotiations ensue.  
19

 

1.4. UN Resolutions on Iraq 
● S/RES/2421: A June 14, 2018 UN Resolution extended the United Nations Assistance            

Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) until May 2019. 

● S/RES/2390: On December 8, 2017, measures imposed under Chapter VII of the UN             

Charter regarding the oil-for-food programme had been fully implemented. 

● S/RES/2249: This September 2017 resolution called for member states to take all            

necessary measures on the territory under the control of ISIS to prevent terrorist acts              

committed by ISIS and other Al-Qaeda affiliates. 

 

1.5. Bloc Positions 
 

1.5.1. Turkey 

18 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/04/04/world/middleeast/isis-documents-mosul-iraq.html 
19 https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq/The-Iraq-War#ref310597 
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President Tayyip Erdogan has on numerous occasions stated that Turkey is ready to carry out               

military operations in Iraq's Sinjar region. Iraq sees any breach of its territory as a breach of its                  

sovereignty and has put both countries into tension. Turkey’s main interest behind this is to oust                

the Kurdistan Workers Party (KPP) which is considered to be a terrorist organization to the               

Turks. 

 

1.5.2. Iran 

Iran has been seen to exert growing influence in Iraq, part due to the current government’s                

Shiite affiliation, and cooperation on trade, security, and other matters. The al-Sadr movement’s             

political victory in Iraq and how it will shape both countries relations remains to be seen. With                 

Trump increasing pressure on Iran, its Shiite clerical leadership will be even more determined to               

maintain its patronage in Iraq. 

 

1.5.3. Russia 

Russian involvement with the country has seen an increased trade influx of Russian weapon              

sales to the Iraqi government, as well as securing oil for Russian para-state companies. Russia               

has exercised a policy of non-interference regarding the Kurdish referendum. 

 

1.5.4. China 

China’s main interest in Iraq has been purely economic. Chinese oil companies have been              

smoothly entering the region, offering favorable conditions and not focusing on the larger profits;              

conducting a quiet economic expansion in Iraq and many other countries, particularly in Africa              

and the Middle East. 

 

1.5.5. Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia sees the need for a strong Iraq to counter Iran’s expansionism and to bring a                 

semblance of stability to a conflict-prone region. Its long-term vision is to fundamentally shift              

Iraqi politics away from being dominated by Iran. Revitalized relations could strengthen the             

prosperity of both countries and help bring Iraq closer with a view toward building a new security                 

and economic environment in Iraq and the Northern Gulf. 

 

1.5.6. United Arab Emirates 
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The United Arab Emirates signaled its desire to strengthen ties with Iraq during weekend talks               

with influential Iraqi Shiite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr as part of efforts by Sunni nations of the                

Middle East to halt Iran’s growing regional influence. 
 

1.5.7. Syria 

Both countries share Daesh intervention into their territory, as to why both Iraq has been seen to                 

coordinate with Syria airstrikes on Daesh positions. Iraq is resolved on taking all necessary              

measures that threaten the security of the country. 

 

 

1.5.8. United States 

The U.S. is interested in fostering Iraq-Saudi relations in the hopes of dismantling Iranian              

influence in the region. Iraq's parliament has demanded that the government set a timeline for               

the withdrawal of foreign troops stationed in the country to help fight Islamic State (IS)               

insurgents. 

 

1.6. Discussion Questions 
● What can be done at the Arab League level to combat the immediate threat of Daesh?                

What policy prescriptions might help save the lives of Iraqi civilians and military             

personnel in the region, as well as preventing another territorial takeover? 

 

● How will the country transition from short-term stabilization in the liberated to address             

both long-term reconstruction needs and the two million Iraqis who are still displaced? 

 

● How can Iraq mitigate the risks of higher oil prices, which can potentially leave the               

country dangerously unprepared to find work for the million-plus Iraqis entering the labor             

force each year? 

 

● Is it in Iraq’s best interest that predominantly Shia militias, some with troublingly close              

ties to Iran, and which have deeply penetrated into the territory help form the next Iraqi                

government? 
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● How can Iraq reconcile, or not, the differing political views of Kurds, Sunnis, Shiite              

politicians, and nationalists? 

 

● What are some of the policy lessons from more stable areas, such as the Gulf States in                 

the region that are scalable to other geographies? 

 

● What policies are appropriate to reduce the role of national leadership in financing             

extremist activities while minimizing infringement on national sovereignty? 

 

1.7. Resources 
● https://www.thoughtco.com/current-situation-in-iraq-2353055  

● https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/reports/2018/07/02/453034/next-phas

e-iraqs-transition/  

● https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/04/04/world/middleeast/isis-documents-mosul-

iraq.html  

● https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq  

● https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/iran-iraq.htm  

● https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/sep/16/iraq.iraq  

● https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/comparing-al-qaeda-and-isis-different-goals-differ

ent-targets/  

● https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/15/world/middleeast/iran-iraq-iranian-power.html  

● https://www.mepc.org/russias-policy-toward-islamic-state  

● https://www.npr.org/2018/07/21/631089434/the-current-state-of-isis  

 

 

2. Topic 2 - Addressing the Ongoing Effects of Arab         

Spring 
2.1. Topic Overview 
The committee will be discussing the ongoing effects of the Arab Spring. Some of the topics 

covered will be the rise of extremist groups following the Arab Spring, populism and how it 

affected events during and after the Arab Spring, as well as technology and refugees. The 

14 
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purpose of the Arab League is to strengthen ties among the member states, coordinate their 

policies, and promote their common interests. As a result of the turmoil caused by the Arab 

Spring, it is necessary for the Arab League to take notice of the present day effects. 

 

2.2. Historical Background 
The regions of the Northern Africa and the Middle East have long histories of countries with 

brutal regimes led by iron-fisted dictators. Some oppressive regimes include those of Ben Ali in 

Tunisia, Gaddafi in Libya, Mubarak in Egypt, and Al-Assad in Syria. The Arab Spring, which 

began in December of 2010, was a series of protests that swept across the Arab world in order 

to bring about the people’s desire for change from these oppressive regimes. 

 

The spark of the Arab Spring was struck in the Northern Africa country of Tunisia, in late 2010. 

A young fruit vender named Mohamed Bouazizi was responsible for his family, using his income 

from his fruit stand to support his mother and sisters. One day, a female police worker asked for 

his permit, and when Bouazizi did not have one, asked for a bribe that Mohamed refused to pay. 

As a result, the policewoman slapped him, and  took his scale, preventing from being able to 

operate his stand. Bouazizi followed her to the nearby police station, and self immolated in 

protest, reportedly screaming, “How do you expect me to make a living?”.  The plight of 
20

Bouazizi resonated with the populist Tunisian people, and they began to protest the lack of 

economic opportunity and government brutality in the country. This began the Tunisian 

Revolution, also known as the Jasmine Revolution. The protests began in Mohamed’s 

hometown and then spread throughout the country. After a month of protests, President Ben Ali 

stepped down, and fled the country. 9 months after Ben Ali’s departure from power, Tunisia held 

its first democratic election, with the moderate Islamist Ennahda party gaining a strong hold.  
21

 

The flames of revolution quickly spread throughout the region, arriving in Egypt in January of 

2011. The protests mainly took place in Cairo’s Tahrir Square. In Arabic, Tahrir is loosely 

translated as “liberation” or “freedom.” The Egyptian activists were protesting began protesting 

poverty, government corruption, the administration Hosni Mubarak, and many more injustices. 
22

The Egyptian Revolution was especially unique through its use of technology, primarily 

20 https://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution 
21 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-12482315 
22 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2011/01/201112515334871490.html 
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Facebook, to organize protests and rallies. Facebook came into use because of the option to 

create private events, where the only way to view the information was to be invited to the 

events. As time wore on, the protests became bloodier and much more violent as the Egyptian 

government responded negatively to the populist cries for reform. The Egyptian government 

went as far as to abduct reporters to prevent the outside world from learning what was going on. 

That all changed on February 11th, 2011, when President Hosni Mubarak stepped down from 

office after a tense night of protests. After a period where the interim government was put in 
23

place, Egypt held free elections. The elections were open for all to run in, including the Muslim 

Brotherhood, who were extremely active during the protests. Eventually Mohammed Morsi, a 

prominent member of the Muslim Brotherhood, became the country’s first democratically elected 

president. After serving as president of Egypt for a year, Morsi began facing calls for his 

resignation, as a result of the fact that he was at odds with every major institution in his 

administration. When Morsi refused to step down, the Egyptian military, led by General El-Sisi, 

took it upon themselves to remove him from office in a military coup. General El-Sisi had only 

recently been appointed the ranking military officer in Egypt by Morsi. Morsi’s own guards 

stepped aside for the Egyptian special forces, allowing them to take him away, establishing 

General El-Sisi as the leader of Egypt.  
24

 

After Egypt, the Arab Spring spread to many Arab-majority countries, with the most notable 

notable being Syria. The Syrian people began protesting because they were upset at the lack of 

freedom and economic opportunity. The protests turned into a full fledged civil war rather 

23 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2011/01/201112515334871490.html 
24 http://www.cnn.com/2013/07/04/world/meast/egypt-coup-what-we-know/index.html 
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quickly, as President Assad responded with force to peaceful protests, escalating tensions. The 

conflict attracted extremist forces seeking to make a name for themselves. These forces 

eventually became known as Daesh, or ISIL. The Syrian Civil War is a multifaceted conflict, with 

the Kurds attempting to carve out their own state in northern Syria, Turkey attempting to stop 

the Kurds from accomplishing their goals, the Free Syrian Army fighting government forces loyal 

to President Assad. The United States of America and Russia also have forces active in the 

region, in active and non-combatant roles. Refugees have been fleeing from the civil war into 

Europe, as it is the only place where they see a respite from the war, which has resulted in an 

anti-immigrant feeling in many European countries.This feeling has led to a rise in xenophobia 

and anti-immigrant laws, as many countries in Europe are not properly suited to take in massive 

amounts of refugees.Refugees are also leaving their homelands in order to find economic 

prosperity 

Populism can be seen from the beginning of the Arab Spring all the way through the end of the 

various revolutions. From the solidarity with Mohamed Bouazizi in Tunisia, to the united calls for 

democracy in Egypt, all the way to the Syrian Civil War, solidarity for the concerns of the 

common man can be seen. Populism has both its positives and negatives. Some positives 

include: bringing the people together and uniting them under a common cause to fight injustices, 

as well as replacing the Ali regime in Tunisia. On the other hand, however, there are also many 

negatives: creating instability where there was none prior, creating stark divisions between sides 

who are unwilling to back down until 

their goals have been met, and finally, 

the beginning of the Syrian Civil War.  

 

The end of the Arab Spring and the 

Syrian Civil War brought about the rise 

of Daesh, an Islamist terror organization 

that seeks to establish a caliphate in the 

Levant region of the Middle East. Daesh 

emerged as a sub-group of the terrorist 

group Al-Qaeda, but today their actions make Al-Qaeda pale in comparison. Their goals are 1) 

Engage the West and their puppet governments in prolonged wars of attrition and 2) work 

towards the establishment of a caliphate which would become the homeland of all true Muslims 

17 



Arab League, 2018 
 

around the world and the true protector of Muslims and their interests in the world.  Daesh has 
25

taken advantage of the revolutionary fervour that has swept the Middle East during the Arab 

Spring and used it to recruit more extremists to their cause.They attack anyone to achieve their 

goals- Daesh does not distinguish between Muslims and non-Muslims.Muslims are feel very 

alienated by this.Daesh, since declaring itself in June of 2014, has conducted or inspired more 

than 140 terrorists attacks in 29 countries other than Iraq or Syria. Some notable attacks include 

the execution of American journalist James Foley, a series of attacks and explosions in Paris, 

and various suicide bombings throughout Northern Africa. These attacks have claimed at least 

2,043 people.  
26

 

2.3. Current State of Governments 
Today, seven years after the start of the Arab Spring, much has changed in the countries 

affected by the protests. Tunisia is a successful democracy with an Islamist majority 

government. Mr. El-Sisi is in the second term of his presidency. Some think that he will bring 

stability to the country after the violence of the Arab Spring movement in Egypt, but others are 

uncertain and feel that he represents a return to authoritarianism seen under President 

Mubarak. Today, Syria is in complete disarray. Syria is in a state of civil war, with the line 

between friend and foe heavily 

blurred, every actor fighting for 

their own reason. It is uncertain 

when the fighting will end.  
27

While not a government, it is 

important to note Daesh’s 

current territorial changes.Daesh 

once held wide swathes of 

territory ranging across Syria 

and Iraq, including the cities of 

Deir Ezzor in Syria and their de 

facto capital Raqqa.  In the last two years, however, Daesh has lost up to 96% of territory held, 

25 http://www.abc.net.au/religion/the-end-of-the-arab-spring-the-rise-of-isis-and-the-future-of-po/10098372 
26 https://www.cnn.com/2015/12/17/world/mapping-isis-attacks-around-the-world/index.html 
27https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2018/04/09/syria-conflict-explained-bashar-assad/4987560
02/ 
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with its last outpost being small towns and villages on the Syria-Iraq border. The wave of 
28

populism that swept the Arab world has had lasting consequences. However it is hard to say 

whether or not those consequences are positive or negative. While some countries now have 

prosperous governments as a result of the populism, other countries unwitting brought even 

more vicious authoritarian regimes upon themselves. In some countries, there appears to be 

conditions for another Arab Spring- low employment, brutal regimes, and a desire for a better 

life.  29

 

2.4. Discussion Questions 
● What steps can be taken to prevent Daesh from gaining any more recruits or territory? 

● How can the desire of Arab people for a better life be addressed in a non-violent, 

non-revolutionary manner? 

● In what way can the Syrian Civil War be ended in a way that considers the demand of all 

the sides? 

● Are there outside checks and balances that can be placed upon the Egyptian 

government to make sure there is not a return to a Mubarak-style level of 

authoritarianism?  

 

2.5. Key Words 
Arab Spring: A revolutionary wave of protests, coups, and civil wars that began in Northern 

Africa and spread to the Middle East. 

Populism: Support for the concerns of ordinary people 

 
2.6. Resources 
This background guide is an attempt to summarize relevant information on the topic. However, 

considering the vast scope of the topic, there is relevant and critical information that is not 

contained in this guide. 

 

Some topics in which additional research will be useful because of the complexity: 

The Syrian Civil War 

28 http://studies.aljazeera.net/en/reports/2018/05/100-percent-defeat-isis-ideology-180508042421376.html 
29 https://macmillan.yale.edu/news/arab-world-better-five-years-after-arab-spring 
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Egypt under the Mubarak regime 

The European refugee crisis 

 

Sources of Information: 

BBC ABC 

Al Jazeera CNN 

USA Today Yale MacMillan Center 

 

 

 

3. Topic 3 - The Future of the Arab Peace Initiative and 

the Plight of the Palestinian People 
3.1. Topic Overview 
In 1945, one of the largest collaborative efforts of modern time was formed: The Arab League. 

Today, the Arab League has 22 members. One of the issues which has plagued the Arab 

League, and similar collaborative groups, for the longest time has been the Israel-Palestine 

conflict. The Israel-Palestine conflict has affected, in one way or another, each of the members 

of the Arab League. Due to the Arab League’s view of Palestine as an independent entity and 

the deep-seated roots of this conflict throughout various countries in the Arab League, it is the 

committee’s duty to see that this conflict is resolved. The goal of this committee will be to 

discuss the future of the Arab Peace Initiative and the Plight of the Palestinian People. Our goal 

is to dissect the history of the long-standing conflict and attempt to work together to develop a 

solution which will lay this conflict to rest. 

 

3.2. Historical Background 
The long and complex history of the Israel-Palestine conflict 

leaves a lot to take into account when attempting to create a 

solution in our modern world. With this in mind, we will start at 

the beginning. This entire conflict revolves around Israel, which 
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is currently the world’s only Jewish state.  Initially, Arabs, who claim the land as Palestine, 
30

populated this land, but the Arabs were forced out, resulting in years of conflict. Figure 1.1 

shows an overview of the conflicted area. Way back in 1900 we began to see the beginning of 

the Zionism movement. Zionism is the movement of the Jewish people across the world to 

establish a permanent Jewish state.  This lasted until 1917. During that time, thousands of 
31

Jewish people made their way to Israel and claimed it as their own. The Zionist movement was 

not the sole reason for the conflict; many historians cite the Sykes-Picot agreement as the 

reason for the conflict that has spread across the Middle East. The Sykes-Picot agreement, put 

into effect in 1916, split up the land previously under Ottoman control creating the borders for 

the Arab Nations we know today. These borders failed to take into account ethnic lines and 

resulted in more harm than good.  Soon after Sykes-Picot, mistreatment of Jewish people 
32

began to spike to an all-time high. During the period of 1930-1945, Jewish people were being 

mistreated and slaughtered by the thousands, leading hundreds of thousands of Jewish people 

to migrate towards Palestine with hopes of a safe future.  Given its limited space, Israel was 
33

filled to the brim with the new influx of Jewish people and the already established Arabs in the 

region. This, unsurprisingly, caused conflict with each group claiming the land as their own.  

 

In 1947, the United Nations took their first major attempt at curbing the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

The United Nations separated Palestine into two separate states.  One state went to the 
34

Jewish people and the other to the Arabs. Jerusalem, due to its historical and spiritual 

significance, remained independent of the Arabs and the Jewish people. It was determined that 

Jerusalem would be watched over by the international community. This United Nations plan 

received mixed reviews. The Jewish people accepted the plan whereas the Arabs rejected it, 

saying that the entirety of Palestine belonged to them.  Just under a year later, in 1948. Israel 
35

declared its independence and promised to treat all of its citizens fairly, regardless of race, 

religion or gender.  Because of this, Israel was invaded by several Arab states. The Jewish 
36

30 https://www.vox.com/cards/israel-palestine/intro 
31 https://www.vox.com/cards/israel-palestine/zionism 
32 https://israelipalestinian.procon.org/view.timeline.php?timelineID=000031 
33 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-15747941 
34 https://timesofisrael.com 
35 
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/29/nov-29-1947-united-nations-partitions-palestin
e-allowing-for-creation-of-israel/ 
36 https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/arab-israeli-war 
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people were able to hold strong against the attack and managed to gain land previously 

controlled by the Palestinian State in the process. This war was not without casualties; it gave 

birth to what grew to be known as the Palestinian Refugee crisis. During the war, over 700,000 

Palestinian Arabs left their homes in Palestine to avoid the war, under the promise they would 

be able to return once the war was over. Without a place to call home, some traveled to the 

Gaza Strip, some to the West Bank, and the remaining to Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. The 

problem here was that the surrounding Arab nations refused to accept the refugees into their 

population, leaving hundreds of thousands of people forced into refugee camps. 

 

The next major conflict the area experienced was The Suez Conflict in 1956. Due to the 

violation of a previously agreed-upon agreement, Israel, France and Britain’s views aligned and 

they came together to attack Egypt. Unfortunately for the aggressors, Israel, France and Britain 

lost the battle and were forced to withdraw all of their troops.  Over ten years later, a new war 
37

broke out. After hearing word of an 

upcoming attack on the Jewish state 

by Egypt and Syria, Israel attacked 

Egypt, starting the Six-Day-War of 

1967.  After a fierce and short 
38

battle, the conflict resulted in Israeli 

control of the Sinai Peninsula, Golan 

Heights and the West Bank. As with 

previous conflicts, thousands of 

Palestinians fled from the West 

Bank to escape the fighting. Today, 

these Palestinians are known as 

displaced rather than as refugees. In response to this conflict, the United Nations passed 

resolution 242 which “[emphasized] the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war and 

the need to work for a just and lasting peace in which every State in the area can live in 

security.”  The next conflict occurred just years later: The War of 1973. Here, Russian 
39

sponsored Egypt and Syria attacked Israel. The conflict ended in a cease-fire imposed by the 

37 https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/suez-crisis 
38 https://www.britannica.com/event/Six-Day-War 
39 https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/7D35E1F729DF491C85256EE700686136 
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United States and showed the scope of the Israel-Palestine conflict did not just encompass the 

surrounding nations but rather the entire world.  In what seemed like the first show of peace in 
40

years, Egypt became the first Arab nation to recognize Israel in 1979 under an event facilitated 

by Jimmy Carter.  Soon after this event, yet another peace treaty was signed: The 
41

Lebanon-Israel Peace Treaty. In 1983, Lebanon and Israel agreed to end their long-standing 

conflict.  Starting in 1987, we saw the first major Palestinian uprising against Israeli control in 
42

the West Bank and Gaza known as the first intifada. The first intifada resulted in Palestine 

acknowledging Israel and eventually, Israel evacuating the majority of the West Bank and Gaza. 

With the continuing conflict over the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, the Oslo Accords were put 

into place in 1993. The Oslo accords created the “Palestinian Authority” to watch over and make 

decisions on the Gaza Strip and the West Bank with no mention of border or Jerusalem.  Just 
43

after the Oslo accords, the Jordan-Israel Peace treaty was put into effect.  This 1994 
44

agreement ended the conflict between Jordan and Israel. Building upon the Oslo accords, the 

Oslo II accords were signed in 1995 giving Palestinians control over parts of the West Bank and 

Gaza.   
45

 

With peace-treaty after peace-treaty being passed, people were optimistic about the future of 

the Israel-Palestine conflict. That is, until the Second Intifada in 2000. The Second Intifada 

began when a Likud leader visited the Temple Mount sparking riots and conflict between Israel 

and Palestine. The Second Intifada was much more violent than the first and eventually 

escalated to the point where bombs and rockets were a regular occurrence.  With the conflict 
46

back in full swing, the Israelis and Palestinians came together to talk about Border, the 

Palestinian Refugees, and the Future of Jerusalem during the Taba Negotiations in 2000.  
47

Unfortunately, nothing substantial came out of these talks. Up until this point in time, the United 

40 
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/10/arab-israeli-war-of-1973-what-happened
-171005105247349.html 
41 
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2015/03/on-this-day-36-years-ago-the-signing-of-the-egyp
tisrael-peace-treaty/388781/ 
42 https://www.newsweek.com/israel-and-lebanon-path-peace-639760 
43 https://history.state.gov/milestones/1993-2000/oslo 
44 http://www.kinghussein.gov.jo/peacetreaty.html 
45 http://www.acpr.org.il/publications/books/44-zero-isr-pal-interim-agreement.pdf 
46 https://www.vox.com/cards/israel-palestine/intifadas 
47 http://www.pij.org/details.php?id=32 
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States attempted to avoid passing resolutions relating to the Israel-Palestine conflict. That is 

until 2002 when the Security Council passed Resolution 1397, which called for a separated 

Palestinian State alongside the State of Israel. 

 

In yet another attempt at peace, the Geneva Accords were passed in 2003. During the Geneva 

Accords, Israeli and Palestinian politicians got together to write a symbolic peace agreement.  
48

As a result of these accords, Israel removed the remaining Jewish settlers from Gaza, leaving it 

purely under Palestinian control. Five years later, in 2008, another peace conference was 

underway: the Annapolis Peace Conference. Here, Palestinian and Israeli leaders got together 

and agreed to work towards an end to the conflict by the end of 2018. In another move towards 

peace, Israel announced a ceasefire in 2009 and all Israeli troops left Gaza, marking an end to 

the conflict in the area. In a series of steps towards international recognition of Palestine, 

Palestine was made the 195th member of UNESCO in 2011.  Palestinian citizens were 
49

overjoyed, saying that it was a move in the right direction. Soon after, Palestine was accepted 

as a Non-Member Observing State by the U.N. in 2012.  Unfortunately, in that same year, 
50

2012, the fighting continued between Israel and Hamas in Gaza; rockets were fired back and 

forth for what seemed like ages. As the conflict once again rose to new heights, Israel 

condemned a two-state solution. In 2015, on the eve of his election, the prime minister of Israel 

stated he would never support a two-state solution.  51

 
3.2.1. United Nations Involvement 

Due to the long and complex nature of this conflict, it is important to have an overview of what 

the United Nations has previously attempted in regards to the crisis. The first recorded United 

Nations involvement with conflict was the creation of the Special Committee on Palestine 

(UNSCOP).  UNSCOP  was created by the UN in 1947 in order to make recommendations on 
52

the Israel-Palestine conflict. The committee proposed a motion that would split Palestine into 

48 https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/geneva-conference-begins 
49 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/unesco-votes-to-admit-palestine-ov
er-us-objections/2011/10/31/gIQAMleYZM_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.33dd0b71a1
1f 
50 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-13701636 
51 https://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11868.doc.htm 
52 https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/07175DE9FA2DE563852568D3006E10F3 
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two halves, one for the Jewish people and one for the Arabs, despite the fact that the Jewish 

people only had around 6% of the land; this was adopted as Resolution 181 and passed over to 

the Security Council. The Security Council did not continue with the resolution due to the fact 

that it would require a large amount of force to establish. As a result of Resolution 181, Jewish 

forces, in 1948, decided that they were going to declare the existence of Israel. They, 

incorrectly, believed that the resolution gave them a legal right to establish it as a “Jewish 

State.” This resulted in a large amount of conflict and fighting. Later in 1948, the United Nations 

passed resolution 194, which “recognized the right of Palestinian refugees to return to their 

homes from which they had been ethnically cleansed.” Israel rejected the resolution and did not 

permit the refugees to return, causing even more conflict.  Over the course of the next few 
53

years, the United Nations continued to pass several more notable resolutions:  
54

Name Purpose Year 

Resolution 273 Admitted Israel to the United Nations. 1949 

Resolution 1850 “This resolution declared Council support for the 

Annapolis peace process and its commitment to the 

irreversibility of bilateral negotiations.” 

2008 

Resolution 1860 “This resolution called for an immediate, durable and 

fully respected ceasefire leading to the full withdrawal 

of Israeli forces from Gaza.” 

2009 

 

In the continued push towards peace in 2012, the United Nations Security Council welcomed 

the intensifying cooperation between the UN and the Arab League, solidified the Council's 

commitment to comprehensive Arab-Israeli peace, and supports the appointment of the Joint 

Special Representative for Syria. Two years later in 2014, another statement was released 

stating: "This presidential statement among other things, called for respect of international 

humanitarian law; expressed support for an immediate and unconditional humanitarian 

ceasefire into the Eid al-Fitr period and beyond; called on parties to engage in efforts to achieve 

53 https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/C758572B78D1CD0085256BCF0077E51A 
54 https://www.un.org/press/en 
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a durable ceasefire; emphasised that civilian and humanitarian facilities be respected and 

protected; and called for the full implementation of resolution 1860.”  
55

 

The history of United Nations involvement has had varying levels of success. It is important to 

take into account the cause and effect of each of these United Nations actions when crafting 

your own solutions. 

 

 

 

3.3. Current Situation 
Since 2015, the seemingly never-ending conflict has not just continued, it has escalated. As our 

international community continues to access the situation it has become clear that an end to the 

conflict is nowhere in sight. Some of the biggest and most important events in relation to the 

Israel-Palestine conflict can be seen below. In 2017 Russia recognized West Jerusalem as the 

capital of Israel and East Jerusalem as the capital of Palestine marking the first time that any 

international superpower, or any country for that matter, publicly recognized part of Jerusalem 

as Israel’s capital.  Following Russia’s stance on Jerusalem, President Donald Trump’s United 
56

States of America recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Soon after, the United States 

Embassy opened in Jerusalem; to no-one's surprise, protests and violence followed. Over 58 

Palestinians were killed and 2,700 more were injured as a result of the protests, making it the 

deadliest event since the Gaza War in 2014. Several other countries formally condemned the 

U.S. action in Palestine citing the violent protests and deaths.  Soon after, Israelis formally 
57

declared Israel a Jewish state with Jerusalem as its capital. On July 19th, 2018, the Israeli 

Parliament passed a law stating that Israel was a Jewish state and the entirety of Jerusalem 

was its capital and made the official language of Israel Hebrew. This caused anger and 

resentment by the Arab minority in Israel.  

 

55 https://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/statements/ 
56 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-historic-first-russia-recognizes-west-jerusalem-as-israels-ca
pital/ 
57 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/06/world/middleeast/trump-jerusalem-israel-capital.html 
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It is clear that over the years there has been very little success in de-escalating the 

Israel-Palestine conflict. If we take a deeper look at the last two years, we see that the conflict is 

not showing signs of stopping and, if anything, it is escalating to the point where another conflict 

is bound to occur at any moment. It is your job as a delegate to understand recent history and to 

leverage that knowledge to create efficient and realistic resolutions that will put this conflict to 

rest. 

 

3.4. Bloc Positions 
Each of the following countries has, in one way or another, had an impact on the 

Israel-Palestine conflict. It is important that every delegate, whether you are representing one of 

the countries below or not, has knowledge about each of the following countries’ stances. 

 
3.4.1. Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia has not recognized Israel and, due to a mutual conflict with Iran, Saudi Arabia and 

the Israeli government have worked together in recent history. Saudi Arabia also supports the 

Arab Peace Initiative as well as the Palestinian Authority to which it has donated millions.  
58

 

3.4.2. Iran 

Iran does not acknowledge or believe that Israel is a state and strongly supports those who are 

against Israel, namely the Arab forces. Iran’s support of Israel’s enemies has lead Israel to 

develop a hostile relationship with Iran. Israel has been known to openly support those against 

Iran.  
59

 

3.4.3. Turkey 

Turkey has established itself as pro-Palestine. Israel and Turkey had conflict in the past that 

ended their relations, but this relationship has been rebuilding in recent years.  
60

 

58 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-43632905 
59 https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/03/Iranian-View-of-Israel/387085/ 
60 
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/turkey/.premium-with-diplomatic-crisis-turkey-isra
el-trade-ties-may-be-in-trouble-1.6095550 
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3.4.4. Egypt 

Egypt and Israel remain under a peace treaty to this day. Both Egypt and Israel receive 

American Aid under this agreement. 

 

3.4.5. Syria 

Like Iran, Syria does not acknowledge or believe that Israel is a state and strongly supports 

those who are against Israel, namely the Arab forces. Syria has continually been hostile towards 

Israel.  
61

 

3.4.6. Lebanon 

Like Iran, Lebanon does not acknowledge or believe that Israel is a state and strongly supports 

those who are against Israel, namely the Arab forces. A strongly anti-Israeli group populates 

Lebanon.  
62

 

3.4.7. Jordan 

Jordan holds a large number of Palestinian refugees who are often treated poorly. However, 

Palestinians are given full citizenship rights. On top of this, Jordan has a peace treaty with Israel 

and claims to support the Palestinian cause. 

 

3.4.8. United States 

The United States has historically attempted to stay away from the conflict but has generally 

leaned towards a two-state solution. Under President Trump, however, the United States has 

favored a single-state solution. 

 

3.5. Discussion Questions 
• Why is the Palestine-Israel conflict still making the news today, years after the conflict 

began? 

• What can the Arab-League do to de-escalate the Palestine-Israel conflict? 

• What role can the United Nations, as a whole, play in the Israel-Palestine conflict? 

61 https://www.timesofisrael.com/topic/israel-syria-relations/ 
62 https://www.timesofisrael.com/topic/israel-lebanon-relations/ 
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• How can the history of conflict with Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt be leveraged? 

• What can be done about the Palestinian refugees? 

• Is a single-state solution ideal? A two-party solution? 

• How can the international-superpowers use their resources to help de-escalate 

Israel-Palestine conflict? 

• What can be done about Hamas? 

• What can be done in the short term to mitigate the human-right violations in the area while 

working towards a permanent solution? 

 

3.6. Keywords 
The First Intifada: The first major Palestinian uprising against Israeli control. 

Gaza Strip: A self-governing Palestinian state. 

Hamas: A fundamentalist Sunni-Islamist organization. Hamas has attacked Israeli citizens and 

has had unofficial control of the Gaza Strip. 

West Bank: One of the areas where thousands of Palestinian refugees live. 
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The United Nations: Resolution 242 
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