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Honorable Representative,  

 

The Cabinet of the United States of America will be called into session on Thursday, November 

30, 2017 at the Hilton Hotel in Chicago, Illinois to discuss matters of national security and global 

importance. The following items have been included on the agenda:  

 

Topic 1 – Expanding the Use of Missile Defense Systems in Asia and Eastern Europe  

Topic 2 – Reevaluating Involvement in International Trade Agreements and Alliances  

Topic 3 – Special Topics in Domestic Affairs  

 

For your reference, our staff archivists have compiled the following Background Guide to 

provide you with preliminary information regarding the topics that will be discussed in our 

upcoming session. Please read the following Guide and then continue your research in order to 

develop a viable policy platform with which to advise our Head of Government.  

 

Any attempt to disseminate the contents of this document outside of the Cabinet is a gross 

violation of Cabinet protocol and will be dealt with accordingly.  

 

If you have any questions regarding the operations of the committee meetings being held at 

Chicago International Model United Nations (CIMUN), please refer to the CIMUN MUN 

Toolkit which you have been provided. Should you have any questions concerning the content of 

your guide or questions on policy, you may consult with an official from the Department of 

Home Government by sending an email to homegovernment@cimun.org.  

 

Best of luck,  

 

 
 

Donald J. Trump  

 

President of the United States  
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1 Topic 1 – Expanding the Use of Missile Defense Systems in Asia and 

Eastern Europe 

1.1 Topic Overview  

The current state of international security is ever evolving, and this has been especially true 

over the first two decades in the twenty-first century. President Vladimir Putin has been 

unpredictable in regards to his displays of military force while he has been in office, specifically 

in and around Ukraine where there have been numerous examples of Russian aggression in the 

past five years. Russia’s unpredictability regarding military action leaves many United States allies 

in Eastern Europe at risk of harm. The unpredictable state of the Iranian nuclear program also 

poses a threat to those same European nations. In Southeast Asia, Kim Jong Un continues to 

disregard international calls for a de-escalated North Korean nuclear program and has proceeded 

to only move further in growing said program. His threats on the US and the west have not ceased 

either. It is up to this body to decide how the United States must best approach using missile 

defense systems in both Eastern Europe and Asia to protect the national security of our country, 

as well as that of our allies. 

1.2 Historical Background 

United States usage of missile defense systems has its roots in the middle part of the Cold 

War. The first successful anti-ballistic missile test was conducted by the Soviet Union in 1961, in 

which the USSR was able to launch an ABM that was able to intercept a ballistic missile. This 

prompted the American military to advance its own development of ABM systems. However, the 

period of time in which ABM development was widely explored between the two superpowers 
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was relatively short lived after the 1972 signing of the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, which 

prevented both countries from building up its supply of ABM’s1. 

 American missile defense entered a new chapter during the Reagan administration. 

President Reagan in March 1983 introduced the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI), though it 

became more widely known as the “Star Wars” proposal2. Regarding SDI, President Reagan told 

the American public, “What if free people could live secure in the knowledge that their security 

did not rest upon the threat of instant U.S. retaliation to deter a Soviet attack, that we could 

intercept and destroy strategic ballistic missiles before they reached our own soil or that of our 

allies?” SDI included the research and development of laser systems that would be located in outer 

space that would, in turn, locate and shoot down incoming ballistic missiles. The program never 

came to fruition during the Reagan years, and was eventually scaled back by President Reagan’s 

successor, George H.W. Bush. 

 While President Reagan’s “Star Wars” plan never was carried out, the concept of using 

lasers to defend against ballistic missile attacks was not abandoned by American security officials. 

Pentagon officials in 1996 pushed for the development of an airborne laser defense system. What 

came out of these requests from the Pentagon was a modified version of the Boeing 747 that 

possessed tracking lasers, along with a chemical oxygen iodine laser (COIL). However, the Arms 

Control Association criticized the new creation, stating that the airborne laser was not powerful 

enough, had limited range and made the 747 itself susceptible to anti-aircraft missiles. This project 

was abandoned in 2010 by Secretary of Defense Robert Gates. With the Boeing 747 model being 

deemed ineffective, the Pentagon now envisions the possibility of having drones that are capable 

of shooting down ballistic missiles. 

                                                 
1 http://abcnews.go.com/US/history-us-missile-defense-systems/story?id=47753516 
2 http://www.coldwar.org/articles/80s/SDI-StarWars.asp 
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 President George W. Bush took initiative on increasing American national security 

following the September 11 terrorist attacks in 2001 on many levels, one of which happened to be 

removing the United States from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. President Bush proceeded to 

build up the US’s ABM arsenal, the first of which was placed at Fort Greely in Alaska in 2004. 

Fort Greely today contains thirty-two ground based interceptors, and there are four additional units 

at Vandenberg Air Force Base in California. 

 While the United States’ use of missile defense systems originated in the Cold War during 

times of strife with the Soviet Union, they have grown over to time to defend the US against 

multiple other enemies. Most notable of these enemies since the second half of the twentieth 

century has been North Korea. A former ally of the USSR, North Korea was supported by the 

Soviets during the Cold War, and thus their desires to become a nuclear state ran strong. However, 

when North Korea asked the Soviets in 1963 for assistance in developing a nuclear weapon 

program, the Soviets refused3. They did, later, agree to help North Korea launch a peaceful nuclear 

                                                 
3 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-11813699 
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energy program, which consisted of North Korean nuclear scientist being trained by Soviet 

specialists. North Korea similarly requested assistance a few years later from the Chinese, but 

China also refused to help them develop nuclear weapons. 

 North Korea’s nuclear weapons development began to accelerate in the 1980’s, when they 

began the processes of uranium fabrication and conversion, and conducted high-explosive 

detonation tests. North Korea’s nuclear program was controversial not only because they were 

moving closer towards creating nuclear weapons, but also because they ratified the Treaty on the 

Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)4 in 1985, but they did not complete the required 

safeguards that were included in the NPT until 1992. In 1993, North Korea announced that they 

were withdrawing from the NPT, but they suspended the withdrawal before it went into effect.  

The following year in 1994, North Korea reached a disarmament agreement with the 

United States, in which the US would supply North Korea with two light water reactors. This was 

known as the “Agreed Framework” of 1994. These reactors were considered to be more 

proliferation proof than the ones North Korea had been using previously, but they were still not 

completely proliferation resistant. By 2002, the Agreed Framework had fallen apart, and it was 

later discovered that North Korea had gained access to Pakistan’s nuclear technology in the late 

nineties. The Framework was completely abandoned by the end of 2002.  

In 2003, North Korea officially withdrew from NPT. Two years later in 2005, they publicly 

acknowledged possessing nuclear weapons, but they also vowed to end their nuclear program. 

Since then, they have continued to develop their nuclear program, and have conducted many 

nuclear tests despite the condemnation of almost the entire international community. North Korea 

has claimed on multiple other occasions since 2005 that they were preparing to cease operations 

                                                 
4 https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/ 
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of their nuclear program, each time failing to follow through in actually doing so. Since coming to 

power upon the death of his father, Kim Jong Il, in 2011, current leader Kim Jong Un has 

continuously threatened to launch a nuclear attack on the United States, claiming that they have 

nuclear missiles capable of reaching the continental US.  

The other main nuclear threat against the United States and its allies in the modern era has 

been the Islamic Republic of Iran. Iran’s nuclear program has its roots in the 1950’s, and was 

actually assisted by the United States in getting initiated as a part of the “Atoms for Peace” 

program5. After the Iranian Revolution of 1979, the new regime decided to continue the country’s 

nuclear program, but most of Iran’s diplomatic relations with the west were cut off after that point. 

The Obama Administration brought together the international community to a summit, where 

world leaders attempted to negotiate with Iran and reach an agreement for them to cease their 

nuclear program in 2015. However, since the agreement was reached there have been reports that 

Iran has failed to fully comply with the terms of the agreement, and the future of their program is 

once again uncertain and 

unstable. 

1.3 Current Situation  

Affairs between the 

United States and North Korea 

(DPRK) have grown 

increasingly hostile since 

President Donald Trump took 

office in January 2017. The President has made very clear, and very suggestive, statements directed 

                                                 
5 https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2003_12/Lavoy 
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towards North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un about the progression of the state’s nuclear program. 

In August, after Kim proposed the possibility of North Korea launching missiles at the US territory 

of Guam, the President threatened that any actions taken against the US by North Korea would be 

met with “fire and fury”6. In his own response, Secretary of Defense General James Mattis noted 

that the United States is more than ready to defend itself against any act of aggression from Kim 

and the North Korean military, saying that the DPRK ought to “cease any consideration of actions 

that would lead to the end of its regime and destruction of its people”; he added, "The DPRK must 

choose to stop isolating itself and stand down its pursuit of nuclear weapons. [The] regime's actions 

will continue to be grossly overmatched by ours and would lose any arms race or conflict it 

initiates... Kim Jong Un should take heed of the United Nations Security Council's unified voice, 

and statements from governments the world over, who agree the DPRK poses a threat to global 

security and stability."7 

 Kim has since backed off from his previous statements about launching a nuclear attack on 

Guam. However, just a week after his threats on Guam, new photographs surfaced showing 

previously unknown, or underestimated, components of the DPRK’s missile development efforts. 

What the photos appear to show is that their missile program is advancing at a very steady rate, 

certainly much steadier than previously believed by many in the international community. On 

August 23rd, state media reported that Kim visited the DPRK’s Chemical Material Institute of the 

Academy of Defense Sciences, where he instructed researchers and other members of the institute 

to produce “more solid-fuel rocket engines and rocket warhead tips” by expanding the already 

existing production process8. 

                                                 
6https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-tweets-news-report-citing-anonymous-sources-on-n-korea-

movements/2017/08/08/47a9b9c0-7c48-11e7-83c7-5bd5460f0d7e_story.html?utm_term=.1e6cf47e51e7 
7http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/09/politics/mattis-pentagon-north-korea/index.html 
8 http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/23/asia/north-korea-missile-program-photos/index.html 
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 Currently, the US does have 

missile defense systems in place to defend 

against a potential attack from North 

Korea. A test was conducted most recently 

last July, when US military officials 

carried out a test on the Terminal High 

Altitude Area Defense, also known as 

THAAD, located in Alaska. This test was the fifteenth of its kind, and it was conducted in response 

to a prior missile test by North Korea in July, following which Kim alleged that the entire US 

mainland is now within reach of North Korean missiles. According to Lockheed Martin9, the 

producer of the THAAD missile defense system, THAAD is capable of intercepting ballistic 

missiles both inside and outside of Earth’s atmosphere, including short, medium, and intermediate 

ballistic missiles. It cannot intercept intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

 In addition to the THAAD missile defense system in Alaska, the US military also 

successfully tested the Ground-based Midcourse Defense (GMD) from Vandenberg Air Force 

Base in California. GMD is designed specifically to counter a North Korean missile attack. 

American Air Force has also worked recently with the South Korean and Japanese militaries to 

carry out test flights around the Korean Peninsula to “test combined capabilities”, this according 

to General Terrence O’Shaughnessy, commander of the Pacific Air Forces. Thus, it is evident that 

the United States military has a variety of procedures already in place in the Asian Pacific region 

to protect against any potential missile attacks from abroad, especially in regards to North Korea. 

                                                 
9 http://www.lockheedmartin.com/us/products/thaad.html 
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How these procedures are either altered or expanded going forward will be up for the Cabinet to 

decide. 

 Regarding Eastern Europe, the US opened up a new missile defense system in Romania in 

just last year known as Aegis Ashore. To little surprise, this move was not met with praise from 

Moscow, with many 

Russian officials 

claiming that the system 

poses a direct threat to 

Russia’s national 

security. However, 

American officials have 

insisted that the system is 

designed only to protect 

Eastern European countries from so called “rogue states”, most notably referring to Iran and its 

continuingly irregular nuclear activity. Thus, Russian officials have been repeatedly assured that 

Aegis Ashore will not provide Eastern Europe or the US with any additional protection against 

Russia’s vast nuclear arsenal10. Beyond Aegis, the United States military also announced plans in 

2016 to open a second location in Poland that, according to then Secretary of Defense deputy 

Robert Work, is expected to be completed by 2018. Work reiterated that the Poland location is not 

intended to increase any defense against Russia, with its main intent to be protection against 

unpredictable states like Iran. 

                                                 
10 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/13/world/europe/russia-nato-us-romania-missile-defense.html?mcubz=1 
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1.4 Bloc Positions 

1.4.1 The Republic of Korea 

Given the current state of affairs, South Korea is a key stakeholder in the realm of missile 

defense. As one of the DPRK’s nearest adversaries geographically, South Korea must calculate 

each move it makes when it comes to defense. Moreover, the American relationship with South 

Korea is a key facet of maintaining military leadership in the region, which must be maintained as 

a matter of national security.  

 Regardless of what happens in the coming months concerning the DPRK, South Korea but 

have a certain degree of buy-in for any American-led initiative in the region against the DPRK. 

Without confidence from South Korea, the United States runs the risk of losing military standing 

in the region and the administration can lose credibility domestically for not properly addressing 

the threat of the DPRK. South Korea’s interests must be considered carefully, especially regarding 

missile defense.  

1.4.2 The Russian Federation 

In the realm of missile defense, Russia has been the United States’ strongest adversary. 

Over the past few years, Russia has competed with the United States relatively aggressively as it 

has increased efforts to sell arms to states and militant groups across the globe and has also 

worked to modernize its nuclear arsenal. Given the souring relations between the United States 

and Russia, it is unlikely that New START or any other iteration of the treaty will be effective at 

curbing weapon modernization, which means that maintaining THADD presence in East Asia is 

a top priority. 
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1.4.3 The People’s Republic of China 

Much like Russia, China has a lot to gain from weakening American missile defense 

presence in East Asia. The THADD system is an integral part to American military influence in 

the region, and an unmitigated normalization of relations with the DPRK would certainly lead to 

a reduction in American hard power in the region. For China, these normalized relations could 

lead to new economic potential, but the outcome would also enable the state to exert considerable 

control over the region. As China continues to aspire to become a force to be reckoned with on the 

diplomatic and military stage, it has taken relations in East Asia quite seriously. If China is able to 

capitalize on this position, then American influence and clout in the region will diminish 

considerably, which is by no means favorable for the United States. 

1.5 Discussion Questions 

• Is the THAAD missile defense system in Alaska sufficient as the primary defense against 

a North Korean nuclear attack? 

• Should the THAAD be developed further/expanded? How soon? To what extent? 

• What means could be used to defend against a North Korean attack beyond the existing 

missile defense systems? 

• Is the missile defense location in Romania secure from a potential Russian threat? What 

additional security precautions could be taken to ensure its stability/effectiveness? 

• Should the Polish missile defense location be considered as a defense against Russia in 

addition to Iran? Is it possible for this to be considered as such without triggering further 

Russian aggression in Eastern Europe? 

• What additional diplomatic measures could be pursued to cease the progression of 

unstable/suspicious nuclear programs? 



 

 

US Cabinet 2017 

14 

 

1.6 Resources  

• https://www.mda.mil/system/thaad.html 

• http://www.military.com/base-guide/vandenberg-air-force-base 

• http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-21710644 

• http://www.nti.org/learn/countries/iran/ 

 

 

https://www.mda.mil/system/thaad.html
http://www.military.com/base-guide/vandenberg-air-force-base
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-21710644
http://www.nti.org/learn/countries/iran/
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2 Topic 2 – Reevaluating Involvement in International Trade 

Agreements and Alliances 

2.1 Topic Overview 

President Donald J. Trump’s rise to power essentially represents a reversal of 

globalization—an end to decades of United States policy promoting a freer movement of people, 

goods, and services across international borders. His campaign promises and the outlook of his 

cabinet, this cabinet, on trade especially reflect this new world order. On the campaign trail, 

President Trump denounced the action taken under the previous policy of globalization, which has 

heavily influenced American politics abroad since the end of World War Two.11 America needs to 

be placed first, and President Trump intends to make some major changes to the United States 

trade policy to ensure that happens.  

From leaving the TPP and renegotiating to focusing on how to best combat low-wage and 

job-stealing states such as China and Mexico, President Trump has begun a crusade against the 

trade policies that guided the Obama and Clinton administrations on his first day of office. Overall, 

President Trump aims to work with his cabinet to renegotiate deals such as NAFTA that have 

damaged the American economy and resulted in the loss of many American jobs in the years since 

its formation, and to also begin a new policy of striking only bilateral trade agreements and 

minimizing multilateral, international trade deals that have potential to harm the American 

economy. President Trump has also expressed a desire to act against countries such as China, who 

may be “cheating” international trade standards and review and the potentially end all trade deals 

where the United States has a trade deficit.  

                                                 
11 https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/DJT_DeclaringAmericanEconomicIndependence.pdf 
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2.2 Historical Background 

Following the Second World War, as part of a global aim to rebuild the post war economy, 

23 counties, including the Unites States, joined together to sign the General Agreement on Tariffs 

and Trade, otherwise known as GATT. Initially GATT was meant to be an interim agreement until 

the negotiation and adoption of the 

International Trade Organization, but when 

the ITO was signed without any real 

commitment to ratification, GATT was left as 

the only agreement regulating international 

trade.12 Within the United States, the 

formation and acceptance of GATT 

represented a new era in trading. Previously, the President’s negotiating authority in trade 

agreements had been limited to bilateral trade agreements, those made only with single foreign 

nations.13 GATT paved the way for multilateral trade agreements, especially as a key component 

of US foreign policy and international diplomacy.  

Under GATT, tariffs rates in the United States fell into the single digits and other 

international trade barriers were also reduced. Markets in the United States and around the world 

opened to an unprecedented degree and, until the 1980’s, the trade policy focus of successive 

administrations was on similar comprehensive agreements that included the majority of the 

western global community. Preferential trade agreements that limited to a few states were regularly 

denounced by American politicians. However, when an attempt made by the United States to begin 

another global round of negotiations in 1982 failed, and when Canada, at the time the United 

                                                 
12 https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/min96_e/chrono.htm 
13 https://hbr.org/2016/04/americas-uneasy-history-with-free-trade 
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States’ largest trade partner, began to seek a bilateral agreement that would likely be beneficial to 

both states, the United States began to reverse that stance. By 1988, the Canadian-U.S. Free Trade 

Agreement was completed. Around this time, Mexico sought a similar agreement with the United 

States. Efforts to include Mexico culminated in the North American Free Trade Agreement, or 

NAFTA, which was passed with no small struggle under the Clinton administration in 1993.  

 NAFTA represented a significant shift, or at least, addition, to the aims of foreign trade 

policy in the United States. The formation of the World Trade Organization during the 1994 

Uruguay Round of GATT negotiations demonstrated a continual effort in United States foreign 

trade policy to decrease tariffs and increase trade on a global level. At the same time, the United 

States had begun to consider the benefits of smaller scale trade agreements and to pursue them. 

NAFTA was the first of many regional and bilateral free trade agreements formed during this 

period.  

 Since its early days, NAFTA has been controversial. While Canada and the United States 

both had well developed economies that were historically strong, Mexico did not. Mexico only 

began to turn towards more liberal economic policies after attempts to secure Mexican economic 

independence from the United States and other world powers backfired.14 Wages in Mexico were 

significantly lower, even then, than they were in the United States and Canada and union leaders 

and low-skilled workers feared that jobs would be outsourced to Mexico. There were also fears of 

environmental abuse and transparency, which President Clinton especially tried to address as 

NAFTA continued to be negotiated into his first term. Despite the struggle that NAFTA met before 

it was able to be passed through congress, the agreement has been lauded for encouraging 

cooperation between Mexico, the United States and Canada beyond economic measures, 

                                                 
14 http://www.internationaldemocracywatch.org/index.php/north-american-free-trade-agreement 
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extensively covering more topics than the typical trade agreement at the time, and for including a 

largely effective enforcement mechanism through a multinational judicial review panel. 

In the years that followed the formation of NAFTA, other presidents, in particular, George 

W. Bush, negotiated numerous other free trade agreements with states in Latin and South America. 

Trade was used extensively during this period as a diplomatic tool, a way to support United States 

allies in and to gain influence in regions that were potentially hostile or in the need of US aid. It 

was also, after 2008 under the Obama administration, a way to once more grow the economy after 

the market crash and the Great Recession. Of all the trade deals and agreements that President 

Obama introduced during his terms, however, none were as expansive, or controversial, as the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership, or TPP.  

What set the TPP apart from many other trade deals created in the last sixty years since the 

formation of GATT was that while it was a multilateral deal, not unlike NAFTA, it included twelve 

states that made up approximately one third of global trade.15 Initially, President Obama intended 

for the Partnership to increase American influence in the Pacific Region as well as give United 

States business and interests and advantage in the markets there.16 TPP was proposed by Obama 

as a measure to allow the United States lead the way in the future of trade, instead of states like 

China. Despite this intent, however, it was predicted that, among many other shortcomings of the 

                                                 
15 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/business/tpp-explained-what-is-trans-pacific-partnership.html 
16https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/president-obama-the-tpp-would-let-america-not-china-lead-the-way-

on-global-trade/2016/05/02/680540e4-0fd0-11e6-93ae-50921721165d_story.html?utm_term=.609bcf82c3fb 
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partnership, there would a there would be a significant loss of American jobs and that the decreased 

tariffs between participating states would have no positive effect of the United States GDP.17  

Within both major parties, critics could be found of the trade deal, and as a result, it quickly became 

a topic of dispute in the 2016 presidential election.  

2.3 Current Events 

 President Trump frequently addressed the issue of trade on the campaign trail. As a 

successful businessman, Trump spouted his ability to make a good deal, and convinced many 

American voters that many of America’s trade deals made in the last two decades have been bad 

deals. Trump promised to fight for the interests of American workers in Washington, and accused 

his opponent, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, of supporting trade deals that would 

ultimately hurt the American middle class in favor of benefiting her Wall Street Supporters. He 

especially targeted her stance on the Trans Pacific Partnership, which she had once called a “Gold 

Standard,” and the North American Free Trade Agreement, which he promised to renegotiate to 

ensure the jobs that had been outsourced to Mexico would once more return to the States.18 

 Once he had officially secured the Republican Party nomination in mid-July of last year, a 

winning trade policy was outlined in the Republican Party Platform.19 The platform expressed the 

party’s belief that while international trade is essential, it is only beneficial when trade partners are 

fair and transparent in their actions. The platform also highlighted several goals of the potential 

republican administration, among them a greater effort to ensure that all agreements protected 

United States interests abroad, preserved American sovereignty and were not in any way violated 

by other trade partners. The platform also announced a willingness to work with partners who 

                                                 
17 http://rooseveltinstitute.org/why-tpp-bad-deal-america-and-american-workers/ 
18 http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2016/jul/15/donald-trumps-top-10-campaign-promises/ 
19 https://prod-cdn-static.gop.com/media/documents/DRAFT_12_FINAL[1]-ben_1468872234.pdf 
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shared American values and to walk away from those who were not willing to also put the needs 

of America first. Under a republican administration, under a Trump administration, only 

agreements that benefited the American people and where partners did not take advantage of 

American good-will would be honored.  

 In September, Peter Navarro and Wilbur Ross, two senior policy advisors to the Trump 

campaign, outlined and scored Trump’s proposed economic plan, which had been met with sharp 

criticism because of the belief that the plan would increase the national debt.20 Their report 

highlighted the loss of American jobs overseas as a result of poor deals made under the Clinton 

and Obama administration and suggested that by gaining these jobs back, the debt would decrease. 

Such deals included NAFTA, which President Trump has sworn to renegotiate, the 2012 deal with 

South Korea and China’s entry into the World Trade Organization.  

Loss of American jobs overseas was a major point for Trump on the campaign trail, and 

it’s an issue he must address now that’s he’s in office in order to maintain his support base. In this 

aim, however, President Trump faces one major difficulty; those jobs he promised to return to the 

United States and industrial areas such as Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania may not return 

as easily as he, and his supporters, once hoped. For example, while a significant amount of jobs 

have been lost to China since their entry to the World Trade Organization, many have also been 

lost due to manufacturing, and new jobs, especially those in the energy sector, are not often located 

where those who have lost their previous jobs continue live and struggle to find work.21  

Still, one of President Trump’s first actions in office was to remove the United States from 

the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a deal which had been crafted mainly under President Obama’s 

                                                 
20 https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/Trump_Economic_Plan.pdf 
21 http://www.npr.org/2017/04/07/522879370/trump-can-t-bring-all-those-jobs-back-from-china-here-s-what-he-

can-do 
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Trade Representative, Michael Froman. President Trump’s decision to remove the United States 

from TTP has brought him support from both sides of the isle, notably from Senator Bernie 

Sanders, who believed the deal would have, like North American Free Trade Agreement and other 

trade agreements set during the Obama and Clinton administration, resulted in a catastrophic job 

losses for the United States. Despite this support, critics still claim that President Trump has saved 

these jobs at the cost of losing American influence in the region and preventing American 

businesses from having access to new markets.22 

Trump has also announced his intention to renegotiate NAFTA. Although the president has 

expressed hopes that the renegotiations will go smoothly and go quickly, there is no guarantee that 

that will happen. Trump’s main intent with renegotiating NAFTA is to introduce standards that 

would allow him to cut the $64 billion goods deficit the United States currently has with Mexico 

and boost manufacturing within the United States.23 The United States Trade Representative is 

also set to release a report on further goals the Trump Administration will have in negotiating the 

deal, but it’s to be expected that Canada and Mexico will also have demands of their own.  

 

                                                 
22 http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/23/politics/trump-tpp-things-to-know/index.html 
23 http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-trump-wants-new-nafta-deal-to-cut-trade-deficit-with-mexico-2017-7 
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2.4 Bloc Positions 

 Within President Trump’s cabinet, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross is supposed to play 

a large role in negotiating and renegotiating trade deals, as well as advising President Trump 

himself on trade deals that the United States may partake in. Ross helped to advise Trump on the 

campaign trail on economic troubles facing the country. Like President Trump, Ross has criticized 

deals made under the Obama and Clinton administration as being a major cause for job loss in the 

United States since the turn of the century.24 The Trade Representative, Robert Lighthizer, will 

continue to act in the traditional role of advising the president on trade agreements as well as 

working closely with the Commerce Secretary to help the president craft new trade deals and 

agreements for his new order in Washington.  

 Other members of the cabinet can be expected to support trade measures that aid their own 

interests or departments. For example, Secretary Perdue can be expected to support trade deals that 

benefit American agriculture, especially by providing more regulations to agriculture in foreign 

countries or open up foreign markets to the products of American agriculture. Secretary Tillerson 

can be expected to support deals that aid United States diplomacy abroad with states that he and 

President Trump are working to create a stronger relationship with as well. All other members of 

the cabinet may be influenced by their desire to stay loyal to the president, aid any investments or 

business they have not fully divested from, or by their own personal values.  

2.5 Discussion Questions 

● What are the main goals of the Trump cabinet regarding trade? How can this cabinet best 

achieve those goals? 

● How can this cabinet ensure that trade deals negotiated and renegotiated under the Trump 

                                                 
24 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-trade-idUSKBN1492FJ 
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administration benefit American workers? Protect American businesses? Reduce trade 

deficits? 

● How can this cabinet use foreign trade policy to promote US interests abroad? How can 

new trade agreements be crafted and old agreements renegotiated to maintain US 

influence in regions where US interests are jeopardized? 

2.6 Key Terms 

• General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)  

• International trade Organization (ITO) 

• Bilateral Trade Agreement 

• World Trade Organization (WTO) 

• Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 

• North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 

• Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)  

• United States Trade Representative 

2.7 Resources 

• ‘Declaring American Economic Independence,’ Trump Campaign Speech, June 28, 2016 

https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/DJT_DeclaringAmericanEconomicIndependence.pdf 

• ‘Fiftieth Anniversary of the Multilateral Trading Organization,’ Press Brief from the 

WTO 

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/min96_e/chrono.htm 

• ‘America’s Uneasy History with Free Trade’ by I. M. Destler, Harvard Business Review 

https://hbr.org/2016/04/americas-uneasy-history-with-free-trade 

• ‘North American Free Trade Agreement’ from International Democracy Watch 

https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/DJT_DeclaringAmericanEconomicIndependence.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/min96_e/chrono.htm
https://hbr.org/2016/04/americas-uneasy-history-with-free-trade
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http://www.internationaldemocracywatch.org/index.php/north-american-free-trade-

agreement 

• ‘What Is TPP? Behind the Trade Deal That Died’ by Kevin Granville, The New York 

Times 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/business/tpp-explained-what-is-trans-pacific-

partnership.html 

• ‘President Obama: The TPP would let America, not China, lead the way on global trade,’ 

The Washington Post 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/president-obama-the-tpp-would-let-america-

not-china-lead-the-way-on-global-trade/2016/05/02/680540e4-0fd0-11e6-93ae-

50921721165d_story.html?utm_term=.609bcf82c3fb 

• ‘Why TPP Is a Bad Deal for America and American Workers’ by Joseph Stiglitz, The 

Roosevelt Institute 

http://rooseveltinstitute.org/why-tpp-bad-deal-america-and-american-workers/ 

• ‘Donald Trump's Top 10 Campaign Promises’ by Linda Qiu, Politifact 

http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2016/jul/15/donald-trumps-top-10-

campaign-promises/ 

• ‘A Winning Trade Policy,’ Republican Platform 2016 

https://prod-cdn-static.gop.com/media/documents/DRAFT_12_FINAL[1]-

ben_1468872234.pdf 

• ‘Scoring the Trump Economic Plan: Trade, Regulatory, & Energy Policy Impacts’ by 

Peter Navarro and Wilbur Ross 

https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/Trump_Economic_Plan.pdf 

http://www.internationaldemocracywatch.org/index.php/north-american-free-trade-agreement
http://www.internationaldemocracywatch.org/index.php/north-american-free-trade-agreement
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/business/tpp-explained-what-is-trans-pacific-partnership.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/business/tpp-explained-what-is-trans-pacific-partnership.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/president-obama-the-tpp-would-let-america-not-china-lead-the-way-on-global-trade/2016/05/02/680540e4-0fd0-11e6-93ae-50921721165d_story.html?utm_term=.609bcf82c3fb
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/president-obama-the-tpp-would-let-america-not-china-lead-the-way-on-global-trade/2016/05/02/680540e4-0fd0-11e6-93ae-50921721165d_story.html?utm_term=.609bcf82c3fb
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/president-obama-the-tpp-would-let-america-not-china-lead-the-way-on-global-trade/2016/05/02/680540e4-0fd0-11e6-93ae-50921721165d_story.html?utm_term=.609bcf82c3fb
http://rooseveltinstitute.org/why-tpp-bad-deal-america-and-american-workers/
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2016/jul/15/donald-trumps-top-10-campaign-promises/
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2016/jul/15/donald-trumps-top-10-campaign-promises/
about:blank
about:blank
https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/Trump_Economic_Plan.pdf
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• ‘Trump Can't Bring Back All Those Jobs From China. Here's What He Can Do’ by 

Danielle Kurtzleben, NPR 

http://www.npr.org/2017/04/07/522879370/trump-can-t-bring-all-those-jobs-back-from-

china-here-s-what-he-can-do 

• ‘Trump's TPP withdrawal: 5 things to know’ by Eric Bradner from CNN 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/23/politics/trump-tpp-things-to-know/index.html 

• ‘Trump wants new NAFTA deal to cut trade deficit with Mexico’ by Josh Boak, 

Associated Press 

http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-trump-wants-new-nafta-deal-to-cut-trade-deficit-

with-mexico-2017-7 

• ‘In Trump Cabinet, Commerce Secretary Will Run Trade Policy’ by Melissa Fares and 

David Lawder, Reuters 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-trade-idUSKBN1492FJ 

• History of US Trade Policy:  

https://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/us_trade_policy_since1934_ir6_pub4094.pdf 

• History of US Trade Policy from Business Insider (With Trump in mind) 

http://www.businessinsider.com/history-of-us-trade-policy-2017-5 

• CNN Trump Trade Promises: 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/11/politics/trump-trade-promises/index.html 

• Effects of Trump’s Trade Agenda from The Economist 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/11/politics/trump-trade-promises/index.html 

• USTR on China 

https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2016-China-Report-to-Congress.pdf 

http://www.npr.org/2017/04/07/522879370/trump-can-t-bring-all-those-jobs-back-from-china-here-s-what-he-can-do
http://www.npr.org/2017/04/07/522879370/trump-can-t-bring-all-those-jobs-back-from-china-here-s-what-he-can-do
http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/23/politics/trump-tpp-things-to-know/index.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-trump-wants-new-nafta-deal-to-cut-trade-deficit-with-mexico-2017-7
http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-trump-wants-new-nafta-deal-to-cut-trade-deficit-with-mexico-2017-7
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-trade-idUSKBN1492FJ
https://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/us_trade_policy_since1934_ir6_pub4094.pdf
http://www.businessinsider.com/history-of-us-trade-policy-2017-5
http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/11/politics/trump-trade-promises/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/11/politics/trump-trade-promises/index.html
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2016-China-Report-to-Congress.pdf


 

 

US Cabinet 2017 

27 

 

• CNN why leaving TPP could be bad: 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/23/opinions/killing-ttp-great-for-china-bergstrand-

opinion/index.html 

• NY Times Trump abandoning TPP: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/23/us/politics/tpp-trump-trade-nafta.html 

• NY Times why leaving TPP could be bad: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/27/business/economy/why-dropping-the-trans-pacific-

partnership-may-be-a-bad-idea.html 

• DW on renegotiating NAFTA: http://www.dw.com/en/trump-wants-new-nafta-deal-to-

cut-trade-deficit/a-39729804 

• USTR on renegotiating NAFTA: https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-

office/press-releases/2017/july/ustr-releases-nafta-negotiating 

• US Trade Representative’s Goals in renegotiating NAFTA: 

https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/Press/Releases/NAFTAObjectives.pdf 

• United States Trade Representative: 

https://ustr.gov/ 

• World Trade Organization: 

https://www.wto.org/index.htm 

• North American Trade Agreement: 

http://www.naftanow.org/ 

• Trump Cabinet and Profiles from The New York Times: 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/us/politics/donald-trump-administration.html 

 

  

http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/23/opinions/killing-ttp-great-for-china-bergstrand-opinion/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/23/opinions/killing-ttp-great-for-china-bergstrand-opinion/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/23/us/politics/tpp-trump-trade-nafta.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/27/business/economy/why-dropping-the-trans-pacific-partnership-may-be-a-bad-idea.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/27/business/economy/why-dropping-the-trans-pacific-partnership-may-be-a-bad-idea.html
http://www.dw.com/en/trump-wants-new-nafta-deal-to-cut-trade-deficit/a-39729804
http://www.dw.com/en/trump-wants-new-nafta-deal-to-cut-trade-deficit/a-39729804
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2017/july/ustr-releases-nafta-negotiating
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2017/july/ustr-releases-nafta-negotiating
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/Press/Releases/NAFTAObjectives.pdf
https://ustr.gov/
https://www.wto.org/index.htm
http://www.naftanow.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/us/politics/donald-trump-administration.html
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3 Topic 3 – Special Topics in Domestic Affairs 

3.1 Topic Overview 

In less than a year, President Trump and his administration have succeeded in reshaping 

the way Americans view the priorities of the government. While discussing issues of global scale, 

the cabinet will have to balance the domestic priorities of the Trump administration and its 

commitment to focus on the needs of the American people first. 

Domestic issues are a priority 

for this administration, and must be 

discussed in order to enact the reforms 

that Americans have been asking for. 

From tax reform to healthcare overhaul, 

there still remain many items from 

President Trump’s agenda that remain unaddressed. The challenges reach beyond simple cabinet 

discussion, especially for proposals that require congressional approval. In addition to constructing 

solutions for the obstacles that face the administration’s agenda, the cabinet will have to address 

any issues that arise in the course of the cabinet meeting. Issues of a domestic scope cannot be lost 

in discussion on the other topics.  

3.2 Historical Background 

The 2016 Presidential election will be remembered as a critical election in American 

history, with President Trump declaring victory as a political outsider intent on “draining the 

swamp.” With a cabinet comprised mainly of political outsiders as well, President Trump has 

brought new perspectives to government with the hope of creating change.  
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President Trump was elected on a platform of isolationism, promising to put foreign policy 

on the back burner while finding solutions to the problems of everyday Americans25. This comes 

as a sharp contrast to the policies of the previous administration which embraced globalism as a 

vehicle for change. This has been interpreted by the administration as an increasing public 

preference for protectionism and a stronger faith in its ability to grow the United States from the 

inside out. 

With the mandate from the American public in the form of a successful election, the Trump 

administration has started to address the various domestic issues that have been the centers of 

longstanding debate in our country. While past administrations have repealed and reinstated old 

policies as the new President sees fit, President Trump has advocated for a more comprehensive 

reform of existing government policies and legislation.  

The Trump cabinet has faced internal struggles including high turnover rates and 

information leaks. Resignations, removals, and mutually agreed departures have characterized the 

volatile nature of cabinet membership26. Leaks coming from the highest office and unidentified 

sources within the administration have been criticized as threats to national security. Whether or 

not these leaks are detrimental to the goals of the cabinet, they are occurring in numbers far greater 

than in previous administrations. 

Domestic terrorism has seen larger media focus, requiring President Trump to present a 

cohesive plan to combat violent extremism and prevent attacks within United States borders. 

Despite accusations of inflammatory rhetoric bordering on Islamophobia, the Trump 

administration has taken a strong stance on the importance of addressing extremism and 

                                                 
25 http://www.nationalreview.com/article/444321/trump-foreign-policy-isolationsim-america-first-allies-nato-trans-

pacific-partnership  
26 http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-na-pol-trump-firings-resignations/  

http://www.nationalreview.com/article/444321/trump-foreign-policy-isolationsim-america-first-allies-nato-trans-pacific-partnership
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/444321/trump-foreign-policy-isolationsim-america-first-allies-nato-trans-pacific-partnership
http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-na-pol-trump-firings-resignations/
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establishing safeguards to prevent terrorists from entering the United States. President Trump’s 

June travel ban was an attempt to hold up campaign promises of banning Muslims and potential 

terrorists from entering the United States, but it is now held up in courts as its constitutionality is 

being questioned27. 

With a GDP of 18.57 trillion dollars, the United States economy is continuously growing 

and the stock market is seeing new heights under President Trump’s leadership28. While the 

mechanisms through which growth can be achieved are constantly under debate, President Trump 

has maintained that his business expertise gives him the perspective required to understand the 

importance of cutting regulations and 

requirements that hinder economic growth. 

While these regulations do serve to limit 

the activities of the private sector, critics 

argue that they also function as safeguards 

against market failures. The intersection of 

regulation and the private sector will need 

to be examined further. 

There were 11 million undocumented immigrants in the United States in 2015, almost 3.4% 

of the total population29. While past administrations have taken softer stances on the issue of illegal 

immigration, President Trump has controversially called for the construction of a wall along the 

Mexican-American border, with Mexico footing the bill. In addition to heightened physical 

barriers, he has also called for increases in US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and 

                                                 
27 https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/07/18/trumps-travel-ban-relatives-hawaii/487416001/  
28 http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/02/politics/stock-market-highs-months/index.html  
29 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/04/27/5-facts-about-illegal-immigration-in-the-u-s/  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/07/18/trumps-travel-ban-relatives-hawaii/487416001/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/02/politics/stock-market-highs-months/index.html
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/04/27/5-facts-about-illegal-immigration-in-the-u-s/
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Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detentions and arrests30. A changing immigration 

policy has already taken effect through Executive Orders and agency action, but can be 

strengthened through legislative action. 

Healthcare has the widest spectrum of options in the policy debate, ranging from the return 

to an entirely private healthcare system to a universal single-payer option. Capitalizing on the 

failings of President Obama’s Affordable Care Act, President Trump has committed to finding “a 

better deal” for Americans who are suffering from skyrocketing premiums. Though a repeal has 

been sitting on the agenda for some time, a likely passable replacement option has not yet been 

introduced.31 

3.3 Current Situation 

In 2017 many important issues are taking center stage in Washington. These issues range 

from the standard issues of economic growth and healthcare to more recent issues such as 

misinformation and fake news. All of these domestic political issues are pressing matters on the 

political agenda and must be addressed.  

3.3.1 Information Leaks, Hacking, and “Fake News” 

Though not all leaks are illegal, some information leaks can be illegal if they endanger state 

secrets. Generally, leaks are viewed as bad for the administration and leaking investigations have 

more than tripled under the Trump administration32. The situation has gotten to the point where it 

hinders the progress of the White House and the Executive Branch as a whole. Many of these leaks 

seem to be coming from inside the cabinet itself, which is causing distrust between Trump and his 

                                                 
30 https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/immigration-arrests-of-noncriminals-double-

undertrump/2017/04/16/98a2f1e2-2096-11e7-be2a-3a1fb24d4671_story.html?utm_term=.a1462e4d7822   
31 https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/trump-is-tempting-fate-on-health-care/  
32 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/04/us/politics/jeff-sessions-trump-leaks-attorney-general.html?mcubz=3  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/immigration-arrests-of-noncriminals-double-undertrump/2017/04/16/98a2f1e2-2096-11e7-be2a-3a1fb24d4671_story.html?utm_term=.a1462e4d7822
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/immigration-arrests-of-noncriminals-double-undertrump/2017/04/16/98a2f1e2-2096-11e7-be2a-3a1fb24d4671_story.html?utm_term=.a1462e4d7822
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/trump-is-tempting-fate-on-health-care/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/04/us/politics/jeff-sessions-trump-leaks-attorney-general.html?mcubz=3
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Cabinet.33 Spencer said that these leaks “demonstrated that the government is antagonistic towards 

Trump and that the president simply can’t trust his Cabinet.”34 The administration must get a hold 

on stopping these leaks, as they seem to decrease the legitimacy of the Trump administration. 

While President Trump is in many ways opposed to these leaks, he himself has leaks classified 

information which caused high levels of public criticism.35 Even more so, the Trump 

administration is under lasting scrutiny from alleged Russian interference in the 2016 election in 

which information was leaked that damaged Trump’s democratic rival, Hillary Clinton.36 Another 

lasting ramification of the 2016 election is growing concern over “fake news” and a distrust of the 

media. Since President Trump’s coining of the term “fake news” during the 2016 election cycle, 

American media and the public have entered a new age of misinformation. Both media outlets and 

administration officials have been accused of falsifying information or telling “half-truths” in an 

effort to misguide the American public on the successes and failures of the Trump Administration.  

3.3.2 Cabinet Turnover 

High turnover of cabinet members remains a challenge for the administration. While 

typically only 75% of a President’s senior cabinet and White House advisers are retained from the 

first to second year, President Trump’s cabinet has had a higher rate of involuntary departures and 

voluntary resignations within the first year.37 From the resignations of White House aides to 

                                                 
33 http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/07/27/anthony-scaramucci-leaks-215429  
34 http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/05/16/trumps-fans-shrug-off-oval-office-leak-215140  
35 http://washingtonmonthly.com/2017/05/16/the-fallout-from-trumps-leak-to-the-russians-a-question-of-

competence/  
36 http://www.cnn.com/2016/12/26/us/2016-presidential-campaign-hacking-fast-facts/index.html  
37 http://www.newsweek.com/white-house-youre-fired-trump-mooch-644420  

http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/07/27/anthony-scaramucci-leaks-215429
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/05/16/trumps-fans-shrug-off-oval-office-leak-215140
http://washingtonmonthly.com/2017/05/16/the-fallout-from-trumps-leak-to-the-russians-a-question-of-competence/
http://washingtonmonthly.com/2017/05/16/the-fallout-from-trumps-leak-to-the-russians-a-question-of-competence/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/12/26/us/2016-presidential-campaign-hacking-fast-facts/index.html
http://www.newsweek.com/white-house-youre-fired-trump-mooch-644420
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members of advisory councils, changes in administration staff can portray instability to the public 

and decrease cohesion within the cabinet itself. Some of these dismissals have come due to 

presumed leaks, but others seem to stem from political differences. All in all, the rapid turnover 

rate creates a sense of instability and 

distrust between President Trump and 

his cabinet.  

3.3.3 Fighting Domestic Terrorism 

Recent attacks in Europe by 

ISIS and ISIS affiliates raise the 

question of the United States’ 

vulnerability to similar attacks. While 

we are fighting ISIS and other Islamic 

extremists abroad, the United States 

must stand strong against Islamic extremism in our own country38.  

Policies such as the travel ban implemented in President Trump’s first months in office 

drew much criticism and legal pushback. Nonetheless, the Trump administration must actively 

work to keep Americans safe at home.  

                                                 
38 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/where-donald-trump-stands-on-terrorism/  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/where-donald-trump-stands-on-terrorism/
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3.3.4 Immigration 

Perhaps the President’s most well-known 

position is on the issue of immigration and the need to 

reform the system to ensure the safety of American 

citizens and the security of American jobs.39Trump 

promised in his campaign to curb illegal immigration 

from Mexico by building a border wall that would be 

paid for by Mexico, although this proposal has faced scrutiny. Trump has supported other methods 

of curbing illegal immigration, including blocking funding for sanctuary cities. While these 

policies are generally supported by Trump’s base, many of his proposed policies face legal 

scrutiny.40 

3.3.5 Economic Growth and the National Debt 

In line with his goals as a private-sector expert, President Trump has promised tax breaks 

for the wealthy and the rollback of regulations to spur private sector and overall economic 

growth41.  Infrastructure investment has been emphasized by President Trump to be necessary for 

a growing economy. Increases in jobs and productivity have been identified as the main goals for 

such projects. This is a domestic policy area where President Trump’s policies have bipartisan 

support. While many believe that government spending can stimulate economic growth, President 

Trump has promoted government budget cuts to get a hold on the rising government debt. In fact, 

the federal government has recently faced many near-shutdowns due to disagreements about how 

                                                 
39 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/21/us/trump-immigration-policies-deportation.html?mcubz=3  
40 http://www.npr.org/2017/08/22/545087674/fact-check-what-has-president-trump-done-to-fight-illegal-

immigration  
41 https://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21721937-donald-trumps-economic-strategy-unimaginative-and-

incoherent-cooking-up-economic-policy  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/21/us/trump-immigration-policies-deportation.html?mcubz=3
http://www.npr.org/2017/08/22/545087674/fact-check-what-has-president-trump-done-to-fight-illegal-immigration
http://www.npr.org/2017/08/22/545087674/fact-check-what-has-president-trump-done-to-fight-illegal-immigration
https://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21721937-donald-trumps-economic-strategy-unimaginative-and-incoherent-cooking-up-economic-policy
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to handle the budget. Promoting the economic growth Trump promised while also addressing the 

growing national debt will be key concerns of the Trump administration. 

3.3.6 Healthcare 

President Trump and the Republican Party have solidified their commitment to repealing 

and replacing President Obama’s Affordable Care Act, citing high premium costs and decreased 

employer flexibility42. While a repeal remains high on the agenda, it is unlikely to pass the Senate 

without a replacement option simultaneously passed. While there are significant disagreements 

between Democrats and Republicans in the legislature on how to repeal and/or replace the 

Affordable Care Act, there is also discrepancy between President Trump and Republican 

legislatures that further complicates any efforts to revise the Affordable Care Act.43 

                                                 
42 http://www.npr.org/2017/07/20/538171317/fact-check-trumps-confusing-remarks-to-senate-republicans-on-

health-care  
43 http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/344697-senate-republicans-brush-off-trumps-healthcare-demands  

http://www.npr.org/2017/07/20/538171317/fact-check-trumps-confusing-remarks-to-senate-republicans-on-health-care
http://www.npr.org/2017/07/20/538171317/fact-check-trumps-confusing-remarks-to-senate-republicans-on-health-care
http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/344697-senate-republicans-brush-off-trumps-healthcare-demands


 

 

US Cabinet 2017 

37 

 

3.3.7 Relations with Russia and the FBI Investigation 

The Trump administration is still dealing with lasting ramifications from alleged 

connections between the Trump campaign and Russia during the 2016 election. These allegations 

began when evidence came to light that Michael Flynn, who was involved in the campaign and 

was later picked to be National Security advisor, had discussions with Russian Ambassador Kislak 

regarding US sanctions on Russia before Trump was sworn in as President. Evidence also surfaced 

that Jeff Sessions had interactions with Russia as well.44 While Flynn resigned under scrutiny, 

Donald Trump allegedly spoke with former FBI Director James Comey and encouraged him to 

drop the FBI investigation on the connections between Flynn, the Trump campaign, and Russia. 

Trump then fired Comey after Comey publicly confirmed this investigation.45 Comey gave public 

testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee on the investigation.46 Due to the unique nature of 

this investigation, the investigation switched from being led by the FBI to being led by a special 

counsel, Robert Mueller.47 This investigation is investigating connections (financial and 

otherwise) between the Trump campaign and Russia. This investigation is also investigating if 

Trump obstructed justice with the firing of James Comey, which could be grounds for 

impeachment.48  

3.4 Bloc Positions 

Within the cabinet there is some disagreement between the more hardline Republicans and 

Trump’s more direct supporters. Trump has been known to take different positions than the 

Republican party base, and many of his cabinet members have somewhat different views. Some 

                                                 
44 http://www.businessinsider.com/jeff-sessions-russia-contact-sergey-kislyak-trump-2017-7  
45 http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-trump-flynn-comey-russia-timeline-2017-htmlstory.html  
46 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/08/us/politics/senate-hearing-transcript.html?mcubz=0  
47 http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/03/politics/mueller-investigation-russia-trump-one-year-financial-ties/index.html  
48 http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2017/08/30/trump-and-russia-investigation-what-to-know.html  

http://www.businessinsider.com/jeff-sessions-russia-contact-sergey-kislyak-trump-2017-7
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-trump-flynn-comey-russia-timeline-2017-htmlstory.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/08/us/politics/senate-hearing-transcript.html?mcubz=0
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/03/politics/mueller-investigation-russia-trump-one-year-financial-ties/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2017/08/30/trump-and-russia-investigation-what-to-know.html
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of the disagreements between Trump and his cabinet members include topics such as free trade, 

border security, Iran, foreign policy, and Russia.49 

3.5 Discussion Questions 

• Which domestic issues require immediate attention? 

• What role does your agency have in solving these issues? 

• What solutions have been proposed for these issues and how do they differ? How do they 

align with the vision of the administration? Of the President? 

• Through what mechanisms can these issues be addressed? What resources are necessary? 

Whose political support is necessary? 

3.6 Keywords 

• Misinformation 

• Radical Extremism 

• Affordable Care Act 

• Misinformation 

• Obstruction of Justice 

• ISIS 
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49 https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/onpolitics/2017/01/13/trump-odds-cabinet-nominees-some-

issues/96506248/  
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