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Honorable Delegate, 

 
The Governing Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (2017) will 

be called into session on Thursday, November 30th at the Hilton Hotel in Chicago, Illinois to discuss 

matters of international importance. The following agenda items will be discussed:  

 

Topic 1 – Expanding Access to Technical and Financial Assistance for Smallholder Farmers  

Topic 2 – Promoting Food Security and Nutrition in the Face of Climate Change  

Topic 3 – Addressing Nutritional Deficits in Conflict Zones due to limited Food Production and 

Distribution 

 

For your reference, our staff archivists have compiled the following Background Guide to 

provide you with relevant information regarding the topics that will be debated in the upcoming 

session. You will need to read and understand the contents of this Guide in order to expand upon 

their research and represent your home government accurately and effectively. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the operations of the committee meetings being held at 

Chicago International Model United Nations (CIMUN), please refer to the CIMUN MUN 

Toolkit which you have been provided. Should you have any questions concerning the content of 

your guide or questions on policy, you may consult with an official from the Department of 

Home Government by sending an email to homegovernment@cimun.org.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Walker Fountain 

 

President of the General Assembly 
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1 Topic 1 – Expanding Access to Technical and Financial Assistance 

for Smallholder Farmers 

1.1 Topic Overview 

Across the developing world, agriculture revolves around smallholder farms and farmers. 

Smallholder farmers are defined by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) as farmers 

who farm less than 10 hectares; these farmers generally utilize family labor for farm work and they 

produce food to feed their families along with a small amount of cash crops.1 These smallholder 

farmers form a critical part of the food system, producing nearly 80% of the food that is consumed 

in the developing parts of sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. Despite being an integral part of the food 

production system, smallholder farmers are amongst the poorest workers in the world. These 

farmers have little savings or access to credit, which means one shock can irreparably damage the 

livelihoods of these farms.  One dramatic change in weather, unexpected uptick in pests, or other 

disasters can leave these farmers with no food for their families and no crops to sell for income. 

These farmers also constitute a major portion of the economies in many countries in the developing 

world.  

                                                 
1 http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/nr/sustainability_pathways/docs/Factsheet_SMALLHOLDERS.pdf 
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Image 1: Portion of Population employed in agriculture 

Lack of financial and technical support for smallholder farmers is not just a problem for 

these farmers and their families. Failure for these farmers can spell wider problems for their 

country and economy. To this end, many NGOs and international institutions are taking steps to 

help smallholder farmers gain access to credit and technical resources. Increased access to these 

resources will also help with the broader goals of the 2030 Agenda, particularly the development 

of sustainable farming and reduction of poverty. Increasingly, microfinance institutions are 

stepping in to fill the credit void, allowing farmers greater access to better technological solutions. 

The increase in credit also offers greater opportunities to women in the developing world, who 

form nearly half of the working population on smallholder farms. Moving forward, it will be key 

for governments and international institutions to determine what role (if any) that biotechnology 

will play in assisting smallholder farmers. Biotechnology provides a number of potential solutions 

for large problems (climate change, pesticide usage, etc.) but many governments and regulatory 

bodies remain wary of the technology.  
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1.2 Historical Background 

Smallholder farms have long existed as an integral part of the agricultural system. Since 

the time that humans have practiced agriculture, many farms existed as the sole means of 

subsistence for a family or community. As long as these types of farms have existed, they have 

been beset by a similar set of problems: uncertainty, vulnerability, and insecurity. Farmers have 

always been affected by the uncertainty surrounding the weather and environment. An abrupt 

change in weather can drastically affect the ability of farmers to grow crops, and unexpected 

changes in the environment can lead to increases in pest pressure or other issues. Given the small 

amount of land and production capacity that smallholder farmers have traditionally held has also 

meant that these groups were particularly economically vulnerable: smallholders must dedicate 

significant resources to growing food for their families and generally have limited resources to 

growing cash crops. Smallholders have limited options to earn an income if conditions make it 

difficult to grow the cash crops they normally rely on. This uncertainty and vulnerability combine 

to place smallholders at a high risk for food insecurity. Smallholders rely on their own production 

capabilities to feed their families. Any upset to this system can leave smallholders with little food 

and no easy way to obtain more.  

Agriculture in many parts of the world has moved past subsistence and smallholder farms, 

particularly in the developed world. Smallholder farming, however, has remained a mainstay of 

the developing world for many reasons. Chief amongst these is the fact that farmers in most 

developing world economies are unable to obtain enough additional income to be able to 

substantively improve their ability to produce cash crops. Stuck in a sort of poverty trap, 

smallholder farmers are often stuck in a cycle of instability and poverty that renders them unable 

to improve their food security, income, and quality of life for their families. In the year 2000, the 
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UN established the “Millennium Development Goals,” one 

of which was to halve the number of people living in extreme 

poverty and hunger. By the Development Goal target year of 

2015, more than half of the people living in extreme poverty 

had been more than halved and the number of people afflicted 

with hunger had almost been halved.2 With the success of the 

Millennium Development Goals, the UN announced its next 

set of ambitious goals, the “Sustainable Development Goals” 

from the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. One of 

these goals is the complete eradication of both poverty and 

hunger while also protecting the planet.   

While progress towards these goals is admirable, 

smallholder farmers continue to face a number of growing 

challenges. The onset of climate change increasingly puts 

smallholder farmers at risk, particularly given the general 

lack of social safety nets for these farmers. Additionally, the 

forces of globalization continue to complicate the livelihood 

of smallholder farmers. Trade liberalization has resulted in 

economic gains for many individuals and governments worldwide but has increasingly put 

smallholder farmers at risk. Larger, more well-established farmers in the developed world are 

largely able to outcompete smallholder farmers with their exports. Larger farmers in the developed 

world are able to use the advantages provided by large supply and logistics chains and the often 

                                                 
2 https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/datablog/2015/jul/06/what-millennium-development-goals-

achieved-mdgs 
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generous subsidies that their home governments afford them to establish dominance in export 

markets. With a flood of cheap food and crops in markets across the developing world, this shrinks 

demand for goods from smallholder farmers as well as their ability to produce them. This further 

increases the difficulty for smallholder farmers to escape poverty. 

To help combat some of the difficulties that globalization is presenting for smallholder 

farmers, the Food and Agriculture Organization has taken efforts to help mitigate this burden. The 

FAO has worked with several UN agencies to create a joint venture to combat the various pressures 

weighing on smallholder farmers. These groups, including the International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD), the World Food Programme (WFP), Biodiversity International, have been 

coordinating since 2011 to help raise the overall awareness of the importance of 

smallholder/family farms and the role they play in “providing food security, improving 

livelihoods, managing natural resources, protecting the environment, and allowing a sustainable 

environment.” To this end, the FAO and its partner agencies urged the UN to declare 2014 as the 

“International Year of Family Farmers.” These groups hope that promoting and raising awareness 

of smallholder/family farms will help governments recognize the importance the important roles 

that these farmers play. 

1.3 Current Situation 

Currently there are very few international law, treaties, or regulations in place to help 

protect smallholder farmers. One of the most important agreements in place to help protect the 

livelihoods of smallholder farmers is the International Treaty of Plant Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture. This agreement was put into place in November 2004. The main goals of this 

treaty are “the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 

and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from their use … for sustainable 
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agriculture and food security.”3 This treaty is aimed at ensuring smallholder farmers continue to 

have access to the seeds and plants that they will need to maintain their food security. This treaty 

also includes a list of “Farmers’ Rights” that each signatory to the agreement will attempt to take 

steps to secure. Amongst the rights recognized in the treaty are protection of “traditional 

knowledge” that relates to indigenous plant species, the right of smallholder farmers to “equitably 

benefit” from the usage of traditional plant species, and the right for smallholder farmers to 

“participate in making decisions… on matters related to the conservation and sustainable use” of 

traditional plants. 4 

Despite recognizing that the smallholder farmers require greater access to finance and 

technology, there exist few pieces of international legislation that ensure smallholder farmers will 

get access to these vital resources. There are a number of reasons why programs to ensure access 

to these resources generally do not exist. Smallholder farmers are not a homogenous group, making 

it difficult to write treaties and agreements at the international level to ensure access to credit and 

financial help. The credit needs for a farmer in Peru can differ drastically from those of smallholder 

farmers in sub-Saharan Africa. Most of the efforts to ensure credit access to farmers has been done 

at the state and sub-state level; this allows the various finance institutions involved in lending to 

farmers can specifically tailor their lending practices to their local environments. In meta-studies 

of microfinance, flexibility has been identified as one of the primary characteristics that is 

necessary for microfinance organizations to be successful in lending to smallholder farmers. This 

flexibility means providing loans that have varied terms for repayments, disbursement, and loan 

length, as well as gaining support from the whole organization to support these sorts of loans.  

                                                 
3 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0510e/i0510e.pdf, pg 1 
4 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0510e/i0510e.pdf, pg 12-13 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0510e/i0510e.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0510e/i0510e.pdf
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Access to technology also represents another major problem for smallholder farmers. Lack 

of credit availability is a major obstacle for smallholder farmers attempting to gain access to more 

advanced technology. As these technologies can be expensive, they can be difficult to obtain 

without lack of additional financial capital. Availability of more advanced agricultural 

technologies is also a large problem in many areas of the developing world. The logistical support 

for these technologies (distribution networks, repair capacities, etc.) is often not present due to the 

lack of necessary infrastructure. Without a ready market for their goods, many corporations will 

not make efforts to market their products in those areas. Regulatory obstacles can present yet 

another hurdle for smallholder farmers in attempting to access more modern technologies. Many 

developing nations have adopted strict regulations or outright bans on some forms of modern 

agricultural technology. These technologies- in the form of genetically modified (GM) crops, 

pesticides/herbicides, and others- can represent a huge potential boon for farmers in the developing 

world. While these new technologies are controversial, the potential benefits that they represent 

for smallholder farmers cannot simply be dismissed. 

 

Image 2: Percentages of smallholder farms (10 hectares or less) world-wide.5 

                                                 
5 Image sourced from http://www.globalagriculture.org/report-topics/industrial-agriculture-and-small-scale-

farming.html 

http://www.globalagriculture.org/report-topics/industrial-agriculture-and-small-scale-farming.html
http://www.globalagriculture.org/report-topics/industrial-agriculture-and-small-scale-farming.html
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1.4 Bloc Positions  

The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs predicts that the global population 

will reach an estimated 9.6 billion people by 2050. This estimation alone presents challenges for 

the food supply system, as well as specific obstacles to smallholder farmers. Smallholder farmers 

make up significant percentages of the agriculture sector in developing countries; however, these 

are also the places that face some of the greatest challenges to infrastructure. Many live in rural 

and under-developed areas with increased difficulty in gaining access to resources, modes of 

transportation, and other capabilities that allow for the movement of goods and services. This 

inadequacy becomes costly and “results in a misallocation of resources between the farm and the 

non-farm sectors.”6 The demand to produce more food while also maintaining sustainable 

livelihoods means that smallholder farmers are especially in need of access to modern agricultural 

technologies. 

1.4.1 Sub-Saharan Africa & Asia 

The largest populations of smallholder farmers are located in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia 

where they manage about 80% of existing farmland. In these regions, farmers are particularly 

dependent on crops such as rice that are high-yielding. As demand for rice crops in these regions 

increases, the need to protect these crops and ensure successful yields is critical. Program through 

the FAO such as the South-South Cooperation work to support modern agricultural practices in 

these areas. Furthermore, the FAO has helped support initiatives like the AfricaRice program, 

which aims to specifically help smallholder farmers to creates “rice centres of excellence.” An 

estimated 3 billion people eat rice in the world daily, which has led to the formation of an 

agreement between the FAO and the International Rice Research Institute. The Institute allows for 

                                                 
6 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5251e.pdf (43/35) 
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the free exchange of technologies and scientific knowledge in an effort to “promote capacity 

building activities, and assist in government strategizing, with an emphasis on benefiting small-

scale farmers and women.”7  

1.4.2 Central America 

The “Dry Corridor” in Central America runs through countries such as Guatemala, El 

Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua making farmland in these areas highly prone to extreme 

weather conditions of drought caused by climate change. Accessibility to modern agriculture 

technologies, such as drought warning tools assists smallholder farmers to prevent crop loss and 

combat water scarcity in innovative ways. Since these are the communities that remain the most 

vulnerable, repercussions farmers and surrounding communities may otherwise face include “the 

depletion of food stocks, decreasing dietary diversity and energy intake of the affected population, 

while increasing cases of malnutrition in children under five.” Helping small-scale farms that face 

these threats with modern agriculture practices increases independence and security. 

1.4.3 China 

In China, smallholder farms have the potential of gaining modernized approaches to 

agriculture, but land reforms may also threaten their very existence. It is estimated that in China 

“nearly 98 percent of farmers cultivate farms smaller than 2 hectares – the country alone accounts 

for almost half the world’s small farms.”8 Recent changes in outlook and the Chinese government’s 

decision to focus on undergoing agricultural reforms means the country is shifting focus to large-

scale agriculture opportunities. While this may benefit smallholder farms as it will increase the 

                                                 
7 http://www.ghananewsagency.org/africa/fao-advocate-for-efficient-rice-farming-practices-to-boost-rice-

production-in-sub-saharan-africa-120835 
8 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5251e.pdf 
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availability and accessibility of modern agricultural technologies specifically to rural areas of 

China, the move towards large-scale farming practices is beginning to take precedent. 

1.4.4 India 

Smallholder farmers also comprise a significant section of India’s farming population as 

well. Approximately 78% of the farming population in India is comprised of smallholder farmers 

but only own 33% of arable land. These farmers are responsible for producing 41% of India’s 

food. India faces a continually growing population, creating even greater pressures for smallholder 

farmers to be even more productive. Possibly more alarming, some research has indicated that the 

growth in agricultural productivity is slower than the rate of population growth. According to the 

same research9, investment in agriculture has also substantially fallen. If these trend holds steady, 

famine could become a very real problem for the Indian population. 

1.5 Discussion Questions 

• How can we better equip smallholder farmers to be empowered? Does this happen through 

biotech? Microloans?  

• Are microloans enough financial support for smallholder farmers, or are other financial products 

needed? Are products such as crop insurance or grants necessary for smallholder farmers to 

achieve financial security? 

• How can empowering smallholder farmers help with our national food security issues or global 

food security concerns? 

• How might smallholder farming incentives benefit agriculture in your country? 

• What role should multinational companies play in helping smallholder farmers achieve food 

security? 

                                                 
9 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/005/ac484e/ac484e00.pdf 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/005/ac484e/ac484e00.pdf
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• What international agreements or other regulations can be put into place to help ensure food and 

financial security for smallholder farmers?   

• What biotechnologies would best benefit smallholders and how can they be best provided? 

• What is the role of the international community in addressing climate change to avoid harmful 

effects on farmers? 

1.6 Key Terms 

• Smallholder Farm 

• 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

• Microfinance Institutions  

• Agricultural Biotechnologies 

1.7 Resources  

• Image found at: http://www.globalagriculture.org/report-topics/industrial-agriculture-

and-small-scale-farming.html 

• http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/nr/sustainability_pathways/docs/Factsheet_SMA

LLHOLDERS.pdf 

• http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/02/25/a-year-in-the-lives-of-

smallholder-farming-families 

• https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/08/120815_outcome-document-

of-Summit-for-adoption-of-the-post-2015-development-agenda.pdf 

• http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/news.shtml 

• http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/ 

• https://basis.ucdavis.edu/publication/policy-brief-enhancing-smallholder-

competitiveness-face-globalization 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/nr/sustainability_pathways/docs/Factsheet_SMALLHOLDERS.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/nr/sustainability_pathways/docs/Factsheet_SMALLHOLDERS.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/02/25/a-year-in-the-lives-of-smallholder-farming-families
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/02/25/a-year-in-the-lives-of-smallholder-farming-families
https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/08/120815_outcome-document-of-Summit-for-adoption-of-the-post-2015-development-agenda.pdf
https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/08/120815_outcome-document-of-Summit-for-adoption-of-the-post-2015-development-agenda.pdf
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/news.shtml
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
https://basis.ucdavis.edu/publication/policy-brief-enhancing-smallholder-competitiveness-face-globalization
https://basis.ucdavis.edu/publication/policy-brief-enhancing-smallholder-competitiveness-face-globalization
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• http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/iyff/docs/Final_Master_Plan_IYFF_2014_30-

05.pdf 

• https://www.reuters.com/article/us-latam-drought-farming-idUSKBN1AI1S8 

• http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/dry-corridor/en/ 

• http://www.fao.org/partnerships/south-south-cooperation/en/ 

• ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0510e/i0510e.pdf 

• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27602513 

• http://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/071dd78045eadb5cb067b99916182e35/A2F+for+S

mallholder+Farmers-Final+English+Publication.pdf?MOD=AJPERES 

• http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/population/un-report-world-population-

projected-to-reach-9-6-billion-by-2050.html 

• http://www.oxfam.org.hk/filemgr/2946/smallholderreport_ENG.pdf 

• ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/005/ac484e/ac484e00.pdf 

  

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/iyff/docs/Final_Master_Plan_IYFF_2014_30-05.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/iyff/docs/Final_Master_Plan_IYFF_2014_30-05.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-latam-drought-farming-idUSKBN1AI1S8
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/dry-corridor/en/
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0510e/i0510e.pdf
http://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/071dd78045eadb5cb067b99916182e35/A2F+for+Smallholder+Farmers-Final+English+Publication.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/071dd78045eadb5cb067b99916182e35/A2F+for+Smallholder+Farmers-Final+English+Publication.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/population/un-report-world-population-projected-to-reach-9-6-billion-by-2050.html
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/population/un-report-world-population-projected-to-reach-9-6-billion-by-2050.html
http://www.oxfam.org.hk/filemgr/2946/smallholderreport_ENG.pdf
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2 Topic 2 – Promoting Food Security and Nutrition in the Face of 

Climate Change 

2.1 Topic Overview 

2.1.1 Climate Change 

While the existence of manmade climate change 

used to be questioned, the vast majority of scientists have 

now accepted manmade climate change as a fact. Global 

discourse now centers on the adverse consequences 

climate change has caused and will continue to cause on 

the earth. In response to these challenges, organizations 

like the United Nations have issued resolutions to 

address concerns over climate change. States across the globe have signed onto treaties, 

agreements, partnerships, and other cooperative efforts to address both the current and imminent 

environmental concerns. Take, for example, the impact of climate change in the context of 

agriculture and our food system. Concerns such as increases in droughts, flooding, and famine all 

contribute to issues of food security and malnourishment. These are the predominant threats to 

agriculture due to climate change. Developing countries will be the worst affected by climate 

change, but the threat to agriculture is a global problem. In brief, the challenges faced are dynamic 

and colossal, and necessitate that all states adopt pertinent measures focused on promoting food 

security and nutrition in the face of climate change.  

The world’s food supply is dependent on climate and, therefore, sensitive to extreme climate 

conditions. Access to modern agriculture techniques and knowledge of how to use these tools is 

key to helping overcome some of these direct challenges while also promoting farming 
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efficiencies. Situations where sufficient resources and modern technologies are not available can 

lead to slow response efforts when devastation strikes. In situations of water scarcity and climates 

that are prone to droughts, this is a big concern as it has the potential to ultimately drive up food 

prices, while also creating other ripple effects throughout our food supply. An environment where 

too much rainfall can damage crops, or prevent them from taking root in the first place, can be 

equally as devastating. Therefore, it is imperative that agriculture techniques and knowledge are 

advanced and spread to combat disruptions in the food system due to climate change.  

2.1.2 Modern Agriculture Technologies 

Modern agriculture methods provide sustainable solutions for farmers, but part of the 

challenge with modern agriculture is that accessibility to these technologies can be limited for any 

number of reasons. While some developing countries have access, even in the most rural areas, to 

modern agriculture techniques, there may be political challenges that exist and hinder adoption of 

technologies such as genetically engineered (GE) crops, also commonly referred to as genetically 

modified organisms (GMOs). GMOs help farmers deal with difficult growing conditions and 

combat weeds or pests using less pesticide. Advancements and access to biotechnologies such as 

GMOs has a key role in giving farmers options and helping secure their livelihoods, but some still 

struggle with gaining access. Smallholder farmers, for example, “provide up to 80 percent of the 

food supply in Asian and sub-Saharan Africa”. 

The development of national plans to help support the development of smallholder farmers 

in certain areas of the world is, therefore, very important. Simple access and opportunities to 

educate smallholder farmers on modern technologies would boost their ability to be self-sustaining 

and would lead to opportunities that have the potential to benefit marginalized demographics such 

as women and youth.   
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Precision agriculture techniques and the use of geospatial imaging, drones, and AI, along 

with other tech tools and apps, have also given farmers greater visibility of their land. Furthermore, 

the use of data on farms allows farmers to compare seasons, yield amounts, and other factors. 

Having this information collected and available ultimately helps farmers make informed decisions. 

Such tools also benefit farmers by providing them with the ability to plant seeds more efficiently 

using less land. One of the growing challenges is the amount of arable land that exists globally 

because “nearly 33% of the world’s adequate or high-quality food-producing land has been lost at 

a rate that far outstrips the pace of natural processes to replace diminished soil.”10 Practices, such 

as no-till farming, are another modern agriculture method that works by not plowing soil before 

and after harvest season. This is opposite the historic practice of tilling soil and plowing the fields. 

Instead, no-till farming, benefits soil health by preventing soil erosion and helping it retain water. 

Politically, however, the biotechnology and agriculture industries have faced scrutiny out of fear-

based messaging that questions their long-term impacts. This has potential to negatively impact 

related efforts towards policy formation, decision-making processes, and trade. These challenges 

to biotechnology and agriculture and restrict the adoption of these technologies and techniques, 

especially in developing countries that might benefit from access to these agricultural 

advancements.   

2.1.3 A Growing Global Population 

The United Nations has predicted an estimated a global population of 9.7 billion people 

by 2050. Along with this growing populations come the concerns of how to feed such a fast-

growing global population, which is expected to nearly double the global demand for food. Most 

of this growth in the global populations is coming out of the African continent, which currently 

                                                 
10 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/dec/02/arable-land-soil-food-security-shortage  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/dec/02/arable-land-soil-food-security-shortage
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holds the highest population growth rate, as well as South and Southeast Asia. These are also 

regions of the world where the negative impacts of climate change are expected to have the 

greatest toll.11 Increases in climate change concerns, coupled with occasionally limited access to 

modern agricultural resources, the growing global population, as well as higher life expectancy, 

means that the actions states choose to take are important for what the future will look like. 

These factors are interdependent and imbalances will lead to even greater challenges in the 

future. 

2.1.4 The FAO and Climate Change 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, “climate 

change threatens our ability to achieve global 

food security, eradicate poverty and achieve 

sustainable development. Greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions from human activity and 

livestock are a significant driver of climate 

change, trapping heat in the earth's atmosphere 

and triggering global warming.”12 The FAO is a 

specialized agency that was established on 

October 16, 1945 in Quebec City, Canada to 

help both developed and developing countries on their strategies for “eliminating hunger and 

improving nutrition and standards of living by increasing agricultural productivity.”13 The FAO 

takes both a country-driven and a globally driven approach to its view on climate change. The 

                                                 
11 http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/population/2015-report.html 
12 http://www.fao.org/climate-change/en/  
13 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Food-and-Agriculture-Organization  

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/population/2015-report.html
http://www.fao.org/climate-change/en/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Food-and-Agriculture-Organization
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view of the FAO is that “many issues that affect food and agricultural systems are trans boundary 

in nature. These include climate change itself, and issues affected by climate change such as water 

availability, pests and diseases and extreme climatic events.”14 The FAO operates on eight guiding 

principles in its strategy on climate change with the hope that they are part of a dynamic and 

international effort that will help achieve three major outcomes:  

1. “Enhanced capacities of Member Nations on climate change through FAO leadership as a 

provider of technical knowledge and expertise.” 

2. “Improved integration of food security and nutrition, agriculture, forestry and fisheries 

considerations within the international agenda on climate change through reinforced FAO 

engagement.” 

3. “Strengthened coordination and delivery of FAO work on climate change.”15 

The second outcome refers specifically to having a strategy to address food nutrition and food 

security in the face of climate change. Especially in developing countries, the growing global 

population means that numbers of malnourished children will increase to 24 million by 2050. 

Challenges to protecting crop yields are also addressed in the FAO strategic plan, which means 

that crops have suffered and there is a need to ensure the resiliency of global agro-ecosystems.      

2.2 History and Background 

2.2.1 The Green Revolution 

In the late 1950s, experts such as American biologist Paul Ehrlich were already predicting 

the devastating impact of the growing population on food insecurity around the world.16 However, 

it was the Green Revolution of the 1960s, which alleviated the burden of global food security, as 

                                                 
14 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7175e.pdf 
15 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7175e.pdf  
16 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-R-Ehrlich  

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7175e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7175e.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Paul-R-Ehrlich
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it brought about significant agricultural transformations to dramatically increase the global food 

supply. The father of the Green Revolution, Norman Borlaug, produced wheat varieties that were 

disease-resistant and high in yield. He coupled this success with a humanitarian approach by 

introducing his wheat varieties to countries like Mexico, India, and Pakistan. 

2.2.2 Climate Change: A Historic Concern 

Climate change is multifaceted and the concerns that surround it have evolved significantly. 

Historically, however, it is important to understand the timeline of events laid out by The United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC), which outlines the years and key 

landmark moments leading up to the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP21-

CMP11).17 The following timeline is quoted from the UN and Climate Change website. It is 

comprised of select highlights and does not include the full list:  

• 1979 — The first World Climate Conference takes place. 

• 1988 — The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is set up.  

• 1990 — The IPCC and the second World Climate Conference call for a global treaty on 

climate change. The United Nations General Assembly negotiations on a framework 

convention begin. 

• 1991 — First meeting of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee takes place. 

• 1992 —At the Earth Summit in Rio, the UNFCCC is opened for signature along with its 

sister Rio Conventions, the UN Convention on Biological Diversity and the UN 

Convention to Combat Desertification. 

• 1994 — The UNFCCC enters into force. 

• 1995 — The first Conference of the Parties (COP 1) takes place in Berlin. 

                                                 
17 http://www.un.org/climatechange/towards-a-climate-agreement/  

https://www.cbd.int/
http://www.un.org/climatechange/towards-a-climate-agreement/
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• 1997 — The Kyoto Protocol is formally adopted in December at COP3. 

• 2001 — The Marrakesh Accords are adopted at COP7. 

• 2005 — Entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol.  

• 2007 — The IPCC’s Fourth Assessment Report is released. Climate science entered into 

popular consciousness.  

• 2011 – The Durban Platform for Enhanced Action drafted and accepted by the COP, at 

COP17. In Durban, governments clearly recognized the need to draw up the blueprint for 

a fresh universal, legal agreement to deal with climate change beyond 2020, where all will 

play their part to the best of their ability and all will be able to reap the benefits of success 

together. 

• 2012 – The Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol is adopted by the CMP at CMP8.  

• 2013 – Key decisions adopted at COP19/CMP9 include decisions on further advancing the 

Durban Platform, the Green Climate Fund and Long-Term Finance, the Warsaw 

Framework for REDD Plus and the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and 

Damage.  

• 2014 – COP20 held in December in Lima, Peru 

• 2015 – COP21 or CMP11 held in Paris, France in December.18  

2.2.3 The Millennium Development Goals 

Established at the Millennium Summit in 2000 through the UN Millennium Declaration, The 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were created to commit countries to action for reaching 

measurable global goals. There were eight MDGs focused on themes such as eradicating extreme 

poverty and hunger, as well as ensuring environmental sustainability among other key target areas. 

                                                 
18 http://www.un.org/climatechange/towards-a-climate-agreement/  

http://unfccc.int/essential_background/kyoto_protocol/items/6034.php
http://www.un.org/climatechange/towards-a-climate-agreement/
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These goals were given the target date of 2015 and, while progress was made in each area, the 

disparities between countries challenged these efforts.19 

2.3 Current Events 

2.3.1 The 2030 Agenda 

Building on the Millennium Development Goals, the Transforming our world: the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development is the next phase in accomplishing beyond what the MDGs 

initially set out to do. The 2030 Agenda consists of 17 global Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) and 169 targets and was signed by all U.N. Member States in 2015.20 The FAO is 

committed to the entire 2030 Agenda, but also has focus on several key goals, including goals 1, 

2, 13, 14, and 15.  

2.3.2 Challenged and Opportunities: Biotechnology in the face of climate change and food 

insecurity 

Modern agriculture and pesticide practices supported the global population explosion of 

the 1900’s, but with climate change we now face new challenges to food security and nutrition. 

Developing nations in particular do not have sufficient infrastructure in place to combat these 

challenges; on the other hand, developed nations are not immune to the struggles that climate 

change will bring. Contention of GMOs and biotechnology also exists, as many question their 

long-term health and environmental impacts. Debate on this technology makes the policy decisions 

of countries that much more challenging. Regulatory processes for accepting certain 

biotechnologies are slow due to political contention, which many times stems from societal 

influences and public perception. For example, regulatory concerns to products such as glyphosate 

                                                 
19 http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/goals/  
20 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld 

http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/goals/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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and other pesticides that work in unison with GMO crops can face challenges of gaining approval 

under renewal processes, such as that of the European Union. Every country faces challenges to 

accepting modern agriculture technologies and biotechnologies, but with the changing climate 

there is a greater need to consider these practices and address the food supply crisis in the 

developing world. A report published by the UN World Food Program claims that the risk of both 

hunger and malnutrition have the potential of increasing up to 20 percent by 2050.21 The following 

are real-case scenarios of how biotechnology has been implemented to helping resolve issues 

related to climate change, agriculture, food, and nutrition, as well as the challenges that exist to 

the adoption of biotechnology: 

• Golden rice solving nutritional security22 

• Vitamin-A rich bananas23 

• Palmer Amaranth in the U.S. and challenges around glyphosate resistance24  

• Armyworm invasions in Kenya and other African nations25 

• Precision agriculture and use of crops like BT corn, for example, have helped significantly 

drop the amount of pesticides used on crops and has allowed beneficial insects to thrive; 

however, these crops are also major points of contention for nations. 

• Brown streak virus caused by whiteflies is impacting cassava East Africa and leading to 

famine; rising temperatures means the range of the pest is expanding and therefore so is 

the virus26 

                                                 
21 http://www1.wfp.org/climate-action  
22 http://www.goldenrice.org/ 
23 https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/07/10/vitamin-rich-gmo-banana-save-millions-lives-africa-ready-field-

trials/ 
24 http://mcrecord.com/2017/07/16/palmer-amaranth-can-rob-up-to-79-percent-of-soybean-crop-yields/  
25 https://iapps2010.wordpress.com/2017/05/18/kenya-the-war-against-armyworms/ 
26 http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/11/africa/cassava-disease-east-africa/index.html  

http://www1.wfp.org/climate-action
http://www.goldenrice.org/
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/07/10/vitamin-rich-gmo-banana-save-millions-lives-africa-ready-field-trials/
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/07/10/vitamin-rich-gmo-banana-save-millions-lives-africa-ready-field-trials/
http://mcrecord.com/2017/07/16/palmer-amaranth-can-rob-up-to-79-percent-of-soybean-crop-yields/
https://iapps2010.wordpress.com/2017/05/18/kenya-the-war-against-armyworms/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/11/africa/cassava-disease-east-africa/index.html
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2.4 Bloc Positions 

The following section illustrates thoughts on how certain regions and/ or countries of the 

world might be approaching challenges to climate change, food security and nutrition: 

• Europe is largely anti-GMO and pro-environment. This combination leads to some 

skepticism in the adoption of biotechnologies. Since decisions made by the EU27 have the 

power and influence to set precedent for other countries, its decisions on agriculture and 

biotechnology might influence related decisions by other countries outside Europe as well.  

• Russia28 sees these advancements as a threat and a way of American dominance in the 

agricultural food economy. The cooperation of Russia in the FAO is considered robust and 

themes such as food security, animal health, crop protection, and agricultural machinery 

are all identified areas of cooperation between Russia and the FAO.   

• Developing nations may be interested in this technology, but may be faced with the soft 

precedent from other nations’ perspectives to be skeptical of these advancements. This may 

also relate to potential neo-colonial ties that still exist. Africa has pledged to end hunger by 

2025 and, through the FAO, has made commitments towards enhancing food security and 

investing in nutrition policies.29 

• Asian countries like India and China are interested in the prospect of increasing their 

agricultural sectors and growing businesses in the industry, but there’s also domestic 

wariness of biotechnologies, which leads to uneasy representation. Politically, China has 

taken a front seat in climate talks, following the U.S. decision to withdraw from the Paris 

Agreement.30 Additionally, China is currently revamping its agriculture sector. State-

                                                 
27 https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/eccp_en  
28 http://www.politico.eu/article/russias-boom-farming-economy/  
29 http://www.fao.org/africa/perspectives/end-hunger/en/  
30 http://time.com/4810846/china-energy-climate-change-paris-agreement/  

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/eccp_en
http://www.politico.eu/article/russias-boom-farming-economy/
http://www.fao.org/africa/perspectives/end-hunger/en/
http://time.com/4810846/china-energy-climate-change-paris-agreement/
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owned Chem-China recently acquired the Swiss agribusiness Syngenta, demonstrating the 

value that China’s government has in biotechnology and GMOs. The Chinese 

government’s history related to the public is contentious when it comes to food. The public 

is still not as easily trusting due to historic reasons dating back to the famine in China from 

1959 to 1961.31 China also has a strong commitment to the efforts of the FAO and 

committed itself to the South-South Cooperation program.32 

• USA: Pro-GMO, but exiting the Paris Agreement. Additionally, the U.S. still faces 

domestic pressure and activism from groups.   

• Latin America: Produce coming from countries including Brazil and Argentina makes up 

a large percentage of the crops imported into the EU for livestock feed. If climate change 

threatens these areas, there will be serious consequences for the European agriculture 

sector.  

2.5 Discussion Questions 

• What is your country’s greatest focus/ point of concern when it comes to climate change? 

• What protocols, agreements, etc., has your country currently signed onto and what are 

you currently implementing to combat climate change concerns? 

• Is malnutrition a concern in your country? What is being done to combat this? 

• What has your country done to help smallholder farmers gain better access to modern 

agriculture technologies? 

• What is your country’s stance on glyphosate?   

                                                 
31 http://fortune.com/2017/04/21/chemchina-syngenta-acquisition-deal/  
32 http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=CHN 

http://fortune.com/2017/04/21/chemchina-syngenta-acquisition-deal/
http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=CHN
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• What is your country’s role with the FAO? What programs/ projects has your country 

become involved in and why? 

• What agricultural crops does your country produce and how might these be threatened by 

repercussions of climate change? 

• What are the greatest challenges as a result of climate change that are facing your country 

currently? 

2.6 Key Terms 

• Climate Change 

• Food Security 

• Modern Agriculture 

• Water Scarcity 

• Biotechnology  

• GMOs/ GE 

• Glyphosate 

2.7 Resources 

• Paris Agreement: http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php 

• FAO and Climate Change: http://www.fao.org/climate-change/en/  

• UN Sustainable Development Agenda: 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/ 

• Ending hunger: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/ 

• Water scarcity according to the FAO: http://www.fao.org/land-water/water/water-

scarcity/en/ 

• https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2017-feeding-china/  

http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php
http://www.fao.org/climate-change/en/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/
http://www.fao.org/land-water/water/water-scarcity/en/
http://www.fao.org/land-water/water/water-scarcity/en/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2017-feeding-china/


 

 

FAO COUNCIL 2017 

29 

 

• GMOs: https://singularityhub.com/2017/04/16/the-future-of-food-to-gmo-or-not-to-gmo/ 

• https://gmoanswers.com/modern-agriculture 

• NASA Temperature Time Series: https://climate.nasa.gov/ 

• http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php 

 

https://singularityhub.com/2017/04/16/the-future-of-food-to-gmo-or-not-to-gmo/
https://gmoanswers.com/modern-agriculture
https://climate.nasa.gov/
http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php
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3 Topic 3 – Addressing Nutritional Deficits in Conflict Zones due to 

Limited Food Production and Distribution 

3.1 Topic Overview 

 With a plethora of conflicts currently playing out on the international stage, humanitarian 

crises and the potential for such crises exist when considering malnutrition in such states of 

conflict. Broadly speaking, the UN analyzes conflict-based malnutrition using two general terms: 

vulnerability and coping strategies.33 Conflict is a vehicle for increased malnutrition vulnerability 

for a variety of factors such as 

displacement and child participation in 

war. Coping strategies are also 

adversely affected by conflict as 

fundamental strategies for nutrition 

such as short term decreased 

consumption become increasingly 

unsustainable as conflicts endure. It is 

essential that all delegates recognize and understand these two ideas as the basis of this topic as 

delegates delve into the nuance. 

 The two main conflicts that this committee will consider are the Civil Wars of South Sudan 

and Syria. Moreover, innumerable past conflicts such as the Angolan and Liberian (graph 

illustrates malnutrition before and during the war in various parts of Liberia34) conflicts will 

provide an excellent basis for research. The baseline similarity that exists between all of these 

                                                 
33 http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/w2357e/W2357E02.htm 
34 http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/w2357e/W2357E02.htm 
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instances of malnutrition, however, is the countless challenges that conflict breeds regarding the 

production and distribution of nutritional necessities. Recently, the UN has used UNICEF as a 

valuable organization in distributing nutritional aid during conflict, but UNICEF alone is incapable 

of fully tackling the issue of nutritional distribution in conflict zones. Delegates must attempt to 

create intra-state distribution methods in tandem with UN organizations to maximize the amount 

of the population that receives necessary nutritional supplies. 

 The other side of this issue: production, provides even more of a quagmire than 

distribution. States in periods of conflict or post-conflict oftentimes have sub-optimal land 

availability and infrastructure. Moreover, state support of the agricultural sector is frequently put 

on the backburner as conflict persists, as can be seen in Syria currently35. UN-based distribution is 

a band-aid, and a generally ineffective one in the long-run. Production must be a focus of this 

committee to create nutritional self-sufficiency during and after a conflict. Delegates can look to 

the DRC and Somalia as examples of states that continue to suffer from nutritional deficiencies 

largely resulting from inadequate production efforts during their respective conflicts.  

 While researching this topic delegates must keep in mind an important distinction. It is the 

responsibility of the FAO to solely tackle this issue from a nutritional angle. It is not within the 

purview of the FAO to attempt a resolution for the conflict itself. Focus on the nutritional effects 

of conflict and finding ways to set precedents or encourage plans of action that will in turn help 

resolve the conflict.  

3.2 Historical Background 

An effective manner of historical research regarding the topic at hand is to analyze past 

instances of conflict-based malnutrition and analyze the effectiveness and failures of past UN 

                                                 
35 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-wheat-idUSKCN0XN0G0 
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responses. It must be noted that the overarching theme in post-conflict states is the enduring reality 

of malnutrition that is a vestige from the various wars. For example, in recent history, the first and 

second Congo War, which took place in the late 1990’s and early 2000’s, has presently left more 

than 75% of the state’s population undernourished36, with over 37.2 USD necessary to fulfill 

UNICEF’s nutritional mission37. The DRC exemplifies the need to consider, or even prioritize, 

self-sufficient production techniques in conflict zones to avoid enduring undernourishment. 

Angola, on the other hand, represents a state that had a completely self-sufficient 

agricultural sector that was rendered nearly obsolete due to its Civil War. Moreover, the situation 

that occurred in Angola illustrates the pitfalls of certain distribution techniques. Emergency 

nutritional aid was frequently used as a political tool as various political parties oftentimes 

withheld aid. Further, emergency aid negatively impacted the economy as it pushed many small 

farmers out of business. Angola also suffered from donor disinterest as the end of the civil war 

incorrectly signaled an end of necessary aid as donors were quick to exit the state.38 While these 

ramifications can be viewed as inevitable, it is important that delegates recognize them 

nonetheless. 

In Somalia, a unique approach was taken by the UN Security Council in the creation of 

UNOSOM in 1991 in Security Council Resolution 751 as a response to war and rampant 

malnutrition. UNOSOM I was abandoned in 1992 due to the danger facing UNOSOM troops.39 

From the ashes of UNOSOM, the United States led United Task Force (UNITAF) arose. UNITAF 

was a multinational relief-based task force that was UN sanctioned.40 An exact replica of 

                                                 
36https://www.mccombs.utexas.edu/~/media/files/msb/centers/health%20care%20initiative/2015%20symposium/ga

wande_combating%20child%20malnutrition%20in%20post-conflict%20zones.pdf 
37 https://www.unicef.org/appeals/drc.html 
38 https://comum.rcaap.pt/bitstream/10400.26/7658/1/NeD131_DaniellaNicoleMak.pdf 
39 http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unosom1backgr2.html 
40 http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a401273.pdf 
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UNOSOM is undesirable for multiple reasons, as the UNOSOM was largely ineffective and the 

creation of such a force is beyond the purview of the FAO. However, a UNITAF-esque 

organization is plausible and an avenue that delegates should explore. In situations like Somalia, 

aggressive approaches similar to these should be debated, due to the instability and danger the 

regional conflicts create, which could threaten aid workers or other relief dispatched. 

A recent historical development was the foundation of the Global Nutrition Cluster (GNC) 

in 2006. The GNC has developed into a prominent humanitarian coalition that includes various 

international NGOs, the Red Cross, and 

UNICEF, among other organizations.41 

Fundamentally, the GNC attempts to provide 

emergency nutritional relief by maximizing the 

organization of aid. Often in conflict due to the 

numerous international organizations that 

respond with Aid, lack of communication leads to inefficiencies that result in some areas not 

receiving it. Through the GNC these miscommunications can be eliminated. Recently, the GNC 

has spearheaded efforts in South Sudan, and to a lesser extent, Syria.  

3.3 Current Situation 

 Currently, Syria and South Sudan are the two cases in which UN attention to this issue 

must be focused. Delegates must recognize, however, that it would be unwise to create a 

completely unilateral solution for both situations. Delegates must research and realize the cultural 

distinctions between the two states in crafting a resolution. 

                                                 
41 http://nutritioncluster.net 
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 In Syria, the nutritional 

depravity cannot be overstated. A 

November 2016 report by the FAO 

indicates that food production in 

Syria is on the verge of collapsing 

mainly due to a lack of land and 

product availability. For example, production of wheat decreased 55% between 2015 and 2016.42 

Nearly 4% of children and 8% of women of childbearing age suffer from acute malnutrition. That 

being said, UNICEF has maintained a robust presence, with over 350,000 people being reached 

via convoys in 201643. Further, over 1 million people were screened and 19,000 people were 

treated for acute malnutrition. However, UNICEF received only 52% of what it deemed as 

necessary funding, which correlates with their 57% coverage of the state’s nutritional needs44. It 

is abundantly clear that there is a direct relationship between funding and coverage when 

considering humanitarian aid in the form of distribution. 

Regarding the Syrian Civil War, the Security Council has passed two humanitarian oriented 

resolutions: resolutions 2139 and 2165. Resolution 2139 demanded both sides of the Civil War 

allow for humanitarian aid45, while an FAO presence in Damascus was created with resolution 

216546. Unfortunately, while attempts of distribution have been mildly successful, Syria’s 

production remains on the verge of collapse. Without viable forms of self-sufficient agricultural 

production Syria faces years or even decades of immense nutritional poverty when the Civil War 

                                                 
42 http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/452217/icode/ 
43 http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/whole-syria-nutrition-facts-and-figures-january-december-2016 
44 http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/whole-syria-nutrition-facts-and-figures-january-december-2016 
45 http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/emergencies/docs/FAO%20RSC_2015_web.pdf 
46 https://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/23/world/middleeast/un-orders-both-sides-in-syria-to-allow-humanitarian-

aid.html 
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finally comes to an end. However, a large 

majority of the conflict takes place along the 

Northern and Eastern borders (as can be 

observed on the map47). Delegates should 

investigate the viability of increasing production 

in eastern regions of Syria in addressing 

production problems. 

 In South Sudan, the statistics bear a striking resemblance to those seen in Syria. Once again, 

this similarity should not encourage delegates to believe a blanket solution for both states is 

appropriate.  

While 95% of the South Sudanese population depends on agriculture for economic support, 

food production is at an all-time low.48 Over a third of the population is food insecure. As far as 

the UNICEF mission is concerned, the 69% funding for the mission nearly matches the 72% 

coverage in the region49. As can be observed in the graph50, nearly a fourth of UNICEF’s entire 

mission in South Sudan is focused on nutrition, which 

requires just over 42 million USD. South Sudan 

contrasts with Syria in the sense that they have endured 

conflict-related nutritional poverty for far longer, 

without a clear end in sight. Once again, delegates must 

prioritize production to a as a beneficial long-term 

                                                 
47 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391 
48 https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/south-sudan/infographic/nutrition-situation-and-presence-

partners-march-2017 
49 https://www.unicef.org/appeals/south_sudan.html 
50 https://www.unicef.org/appeals/south_sudan.html 
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solution. This focus on production is even more crucial in South Sudan considering the economic 

cornerstone that the agricultural sector represents.  

Delegates must also consider preventative measures in a potential resolution. With the 

unrest in Eastern Asia, specifically the DPRK, nutritional crises certainly remain on the horizon. 

However, considering the hermit state modus operandi of the DPRK, delegates must research the 

feasibility of preventative measures. As the DPRK provides a relevant example, delegates should 

remember the prominence of national sovereignty in an issue such as this one. State consent is 

necessary to operate within borders. Moreover, food and nutrition can be a culturally sensitive 

issue, so delegates must recognize and understand a specific state’s nutritional dynamics, if such 

dynamics exist. 

3.4 Bloc Positions 

3.4.1 Russia 

Historically, Russia has been an active humanitarian member of the international 

community from both a funding and policy perspective. Moreover, considering Russia’s 

complicated support of the Syrian regime, her participation will be relevant in this topic’s dialogue. 

Recently, Russia has considered grain aid-initiatives for Syria in a direct effort to stymie the 

nutritional crisis.51 Russia’s position certainly illustrates how a unilateral policy on the issue is 

unlikely as her humanitarian stance on the Syrian conflict is vastly different from her stance on the 

conflict in South Sudan. 

                                                 
51 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-economic-forum-syria-grains-idUSKBN18T1CE 
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3.4.2 China 

China is a central player in any agriculturally oriented discussion as they are the world’s 

largest producer of agricultural products52. China has been at the forefront for improving both 

domestic food security and food security in the Eastern Asian region. While China is not currently 

a main player in improving nutritional security in areas of conflict, her voice will be central to 

discussion of the topic. Furthermore, with the developing situation in the DPRK, China’s centrality 

to the topic can stand to increase even further. 

3.4.3 Western Nations (e.g. United States, United Kingdom, Japan) 

Large nations without direct ties to the issue can be valuable assets for a variety of issues 

pertaining to the topic including: funding, technological aid, and direct aid in the form of 

nutritional care packages. Larger nations that do not currently have direct political ties to situations 

of conflict-based malnutrition may have more obvious political ties if the DPRK becomes a state 

of conflict. Further, delegates representing nations with robust technological infrastructure will be 

urged to research the nuances of their own agricultural sector to extrapolate self-sufficiency in 

nations such as Syria and South Sudan. It is also worth noting that the United States plays less of 

a role under the Trump administration, as the 2018 domestic budget plan does not include a 

contribution to UNICEF.53 

3.4.4 Conflict-Prone States 

States who have a history of conflict, or potentially stand on the brink of conflict, will be 

central to this topic’s dialogue. States such as the DRC and Somalia, which continue to struggle 

with food insecurity, will push for the scope of the topic to include post-conflict states. States that 

                                                 
52 https://www.sipri.org/commentary/blog/2016/china-and-world-food-security 
53 https://www.unicefusa.org/help/advocate/maintain-us-government-contribution-unicef 
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stand on the precipice of conflict will foreseeably pursue preventative measures in any potential 

resolution. 

3.4.5 Border States 

States that border areas of conflict are ideal benefactors for states facing nutritional 

deficiencies. Moreover, border states are more likely to share nutritional tendencies with countries 

of conflict, making them convenient aid suppliers. States that border Syria and South Sudan should 

heavily research their willingness to provide aid.  

3.5 Discussion Questions 

• With UN attention mainly focused on the distribution facet of this issue, should 

resolutions focus more on production as conflict continues? 

• What preventative measures can be taken to combat conflict based malnutrition that do 

not infringe upon national sovereignty. 

• In post-conflict zones, how can issues such as destroyed agricultural infrastructure and 

reduced land availability be tackled? 

• How can this body encourage an increase in funding necessary to fully cover the costs of 

emergency humanitarian aid? 

• How can cultural differences in agricultural techniques and food consumption between 

nations be accurately accounted for in a resolution? 

3.6 Key Terms 

• UNICEF - United Nations Children’s Fund. A key player in the humanitarian crises 

discussed. 

• GNC - Global Nutrition Cluster. Spearheads nutritional aid operations internationally. 

• UNOSOM - United Nations Mission in Somalia. 
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• UNITAF - Unified Task Force 

• Security Council Resolution 2139 - Allow for humanitarian aid in Syria 

• Security Council Resolution 2165 - Establish FAO presence in Syria 

3.7 Resources 

• http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/w2357e/W2357E02.htm 

• http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-wheat-idUSKCN0XN0G0  

• https://www.mccombs.utexas.edu/~/media/files/msb/centers/health%20care%20initiative

/2015%20symposium/gawande_combating%20child%20malnutrition%20in%20post-

conflict%20zones.pdf 

• https://www.unicef.org/appeals/drc.html 

• https://comum.rcaap.pt/bitstream/10400.26/7658/1/NeD131_DaniellaNicoleMak.pdf 

• http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unosom1backgr2.html 

• http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a401273.pdf 

• http://nutritioncluster.net 

• http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/452217/icode/ 

• http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/whole-syria-nutrition-facts-and-figures-

january-december-2016 

• http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/emergencies/docs/FAO%20RSC_2015_web.p

df 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/23/world/middleeast/un-orders-both-sides-in-syria-to-

allow-humanitarian-aid.html 

• http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391 
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• https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/south-sudan/infographic/nutrition-

situation-and-presence-partners-march-2017 

• https://www.unicef.org/appeals/south_sudan.html 

• http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-economic-forum-syria-grains-

idUSKBN18T1CE 

• https://www.sipri.org/commentary/blog/2016/china-and-world-food-security 

• https://www.unicefusa.org/help/advocate/maintain-us-government-contribution-unicef 
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