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Honorable Delegate, 

 
The Cabinet of Pakistan will be called into session on Thursday, April 29th, 1948 at the Stevens Hotel 

in Chicago, Illinois to discuss matters of national security and global importance. The following 

items have been included on the agenda:  

 

Topic 1 – Addressing the Role of Islam in Pakistan  

Topic 2 – Establishing an Equitable Balance of Power in the Subcontinent  

Topic 3 – Special Topics in Domestic Affairs 

 

For your reference, our staff archivists have compiled the following Background Guide to 

provide you with relevant information regarding the topics that will be debated in the upcoming 

session. You will need to read and understand the contents of this Guide in order to expand upon 

their research and represent your home government accurately and effectively. 

 

Any attempt to disseminate the contents of this document outside of the Cabinet is a gross 

violation of Cabinet protocol and will be dealt with accordingly. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the operations of the committee meetings being held at 

Chicago International Model United Nations (CIMUN), please refer to the CIMUN MUN 

Toolkit which you have been provided. Should you have any questions concerning the content of 

your guide or questions on policy, you may consult with an official from the Department of 

Home Government by sending an email to homegovernment@cimun.org.  

 
Best of luck,  

 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah  

 

Governor-General of Pakistan 
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1 Topic 1 – Addressing the Role of Islam in Pakistan 

 “Pakistan not only means freedom and independence but the Muslim Ideology which has to be 

preserved, which has come to us as a precious gift and treasure and which, we hope others will 

share with us.” ― Muhammad Ali Jinnah1 

1.1 Topic Overview 

 The nation of Pakistan and the Islamic religion have been intertwined since the Pakistan 

Movement, in which Muhammad Ali Jinnah advocated for the creation of a separate Muslim 

homeland, began gaining momentum at the end of the Second World War. Following the 1947 

partition of India and the end of British colonial rule, the Dominion of Pakistan was born and 

Jinnah’s vision of the world’s first and only Muslim homeland was realized. At present the nation 

is neither a theocratic Islamic state nor an entirely secular one. The trauma of Partition and 

subsequent Indo-Pakistani War of 1947 have led to ethnic cleansing and mass migration and have 

negated the ideals set by Jinnah that Pakistan would be a nation of tolerance and religious 

freedom2. The reality is that religious tensions have led to widespread violence throughout the 

region. Relations between Pakistan’s states and with neighboring India are strained, and bloodshed 

threatens to erupt with renewed fervor at any moment. There is no doubt that the fight for a free 

Pakistan is not over.  

 Given this nation’s tenuous state of conciliation, there is a strong need for national unity. 

A sense of nationalism is difficult to foster due to the extreme array of diversity, but Islam may be 

the unifying factor that enables Pakistan to bridge internal divisions and move forward under one 

national identity. Ultimately, this first cabinet of the Dominion of Pakistan is tasked with deciding 

                                                 
1 http://www.parc.gov.pk/index.php/en/quotes-of-quaid-e-azam 
2 http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00islamlinks/txt_jinnah_assembly_1947.html 
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what role Islam will have in the governing of our nascent nation. The decisions made today will 

determine the direction of our bureaucracy and define the basis for all future policy making. Given 

the weight and bearing of today’s adjudications, it is of the utmost importance that these ministers 

of the Pakistani cabinet are fully briefed and prepared to consider the questions of the role of Islam 

in Pakistan.  

1.2 Historical Background 

1.2.1 A Very Brief History of the Origin of Islam and its Arrival in the Indian Subcontinent 

In the year 610 CE, the man who became known as the Prophet Muhammad experienced 

a series of divine revelations. This marked the start of new world religion: Islam. It the Islamic 

tradition, its believers, Muslims, follow the teachings of their one God, Allah, and his messenger, 

the Prophet Muhammad. The Prophet’s death in the year 632 CE prompted the great Shia-Sunni 

split over the line of succession. This ideological split has colored politics in the Middle East and 

in the territories conquered by the various Caliphs of the Islamic religion for nearly 1,500 years 

since.3 

Under the rule of the Prophet, the Arab Empire gained territory in the Arabian Peninsula. 

This expansion continued after his death, reaching throughout the Middle East to the Indian 

Subcontinent and North Africa. The first recorded arrivals of Muslims on the subcontinent 

occurred under the Rashidun Caliphate, with several appearances along the coast and the first 

venture beyond the coast in 644 CE.4 These initial visits were just that – visits – and did not affect 

much change in the region.  

                                                 
3 See the book: “After the Prophet: The Epic Story of the Shia-Sunni Split in Islam by Lesley Hazleton” for a 

detailed explanation 
4 http://www.hizb-australia.org/2016/06/islams-history-in-pakistan-from-umayyads-to-the-nation-state/ 

http://www.hizb-australia.org/2016/06/islams-history-in-pakistan-from-umayyads-to-the-nation-state/
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The first Muslim invasion of the Indian Subcontinent of consequence began in 711 CE. 

The Arabian general Muhammad bin Quasim led the armies of the Umayyad Caliphate into what 

is now the Pakistani province of Sindh, where the first Muslims of Pakistan established permanent 

settlements5. The goal of this invasion was to establish both the Muslim government and religion 

in all conquered territory6. By 714 CE, the Arab armies made their way through all of the Sindh 

and into the lower Punjab7. By 743 CE, Kashmir and Kangra were added to the Caliphate.8 The 

expansion continued, reaching throughout India and Bengal, for hundreds of years. Buddhists and 

Hindus throughout the subcontinent converted to Islam by the thousands, although a Hindu 

majority population persisted east of the Indus River Valley9. Muslim rule continued in the region, 

lasting until the beginning of the eighteenth century10. According to author Tim Marshall, “The 

Muslims had the greatest success in uniting the subcontinent under one leadership, but even Islam 

never overcame the linguistic, religious, and cultural differences.11”  

                                                 
5 See 4 
6 Prisoners of Geography: Ten Maps That Explain Everything About the World by Tim Marshall 
7 See 4 
8 See 4 
9 See 6 
10 See 6 
11 See 6 
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1.2.2 The Appeal of a Muslim Homeland: 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the movement to create a new and independent 

Islamic state swept through British India. The region was home to more than 100 million Muslims 

– one third of the global Muslim population12. What made the idea of a Muslim homeland so 

appealing to this population? Nostalgia for the “Golden Era” of Islam and a fear of persecution. 

After centuries of Muslim rule in the Indian Subcontinent, British colonialism was a 

humiliation that evolved into harsh resentment projected that was onto the foreign overlords. It 

caused a reactionary response of nostalgia for the era of a Muslim empire that excelled in art, 

technology, etc.13 In a mindset of unrealistic romanticism, some called for a return to this time in 

history. They hoped to recreate this dreamed world in the first Muslim homeland since the Ottoman 

Empire14. Politicians played into the dream, assuring their constituents that a new nation was 

necessary to ensure the Muslims of British India were not left behind15.  

The idea for a Muslim homeland was particularly popular in areas of Muslim minority. In 

a nation where Muslims once held powerful government positions that supported Muslim-run 

businesses, British occupation resulted in a major loss of power. When the British prepared to 

leave, many positions once held by the British were filled by Hindus16. The result was a population 

of Muslims that feared exploitation by the Hindu population as they continued to lose economic 

and political power throughout the subcontinent. Increasing violence between Muslim and Hindu 

communities in the 1940’s only reinforced these fears. 

                                                 
12Islam in India and Pakistan: A Religious History of Islam in India and Pakistan by Murray T Titus 
13 See 6 
14 See 6 
15 See 12 
16 See 12 
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The cumulative effects of nostalgia, fear, Muslim-led political parties, and charismatic 

leadership made the movement for the creation of a Muslim homeland viable. The conditions were 

set for the realization of a free and independent Pakistan.  

1.2.3 The Pakistan Movement: Turning an Idea into Reality: 

The national psyche was ready for independence, and the politicians and intellectuals of 

the day built on that energy and moved forward with the idea for Pakistan. The campaign for an 

independent Muslim homeland began in the early 1900’s with the 1906 founding of the Muslim 

League, the political party for the Muslim minority in British India. This gave the community the 

forum they needed to unite. Growing mistrust of the India National Congress in the 1930’s led to 

increased division between the Muslim and Hindu communities and the start of Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah’s Pakistan Movement. The name Pakistan was created in 1933, as an acronym for the 

provinces in India with a Muslim-majority: P for Punjab, A for Afghania, K for Kashmir, S for 

Sindh, and “tan” for Baluchistan17. The word Pakistan means “land of the pure” in Urdu18. The 

independent Muslim homeland now had its name.  

 On March 23rd, 1940, the “Lahore Resolution” or “Pakistan Resolution” was officially 

endorsed by the Muslim League19. This resolution asked for the creation of an independent state 

of Pakistan for India’s Muslims and for increased independence of the Muslim population 

currently in India. With the adoption of the resolution, the fight for a free Pakistan became the 

party’s primary goal.  

 At the end of World War II, the British faced an enormous amount of debt could no longer 

afford its colonial empire. The decision was made to grant independence to British India, and after 

                                                 
17 See 6 
18 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779 
19 See 12, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779
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much debate and division, Prime Minister Clement Atlee announced a plan to partition their colony 

into two nations: Pakistan and India. The plan was to end British rule and enact partition in 1948, 

but the deadline was later moved up to 1947, leaving only ten weeks to plan for the creation of two 

new independent nations. At midnight on August 14th, 1947, the borders went into effect, and 

Muslim-majority Pakistan and Hindu-majority India were born.20 

“The creation of a new state has placed a tremendous responsibility on the citizens of Pakistan. It 

gives them an opportunity to demonstrate to the world how a nation, containing many elements, 

can live in peace and amity, and work for the betterment of all its citizens, irrespective of caste or 

creed. We want to live peacefully and maintain cordial and friendly relations with our immediate 

neighbors and with the world at large. Muslims of India have shown to the world that they are a 

united nation, and their cause is just and righteous which cannot be denied.” – Mohammed Ali 

Jinnah Aug 15th 194721 

1.2.4 The Reality of Partition and War with India: 

The Partition of India and the creation of Pakistan was a success in that the world’s only 

Muslim homeland had been created and Jinnah’s long-time political goal was achieved. But the 

reality of the “vivisection of India” was a volatile political situation centered around the new 2,000-

mile border.  

The map of the newly created countries of Pakistan and India was released two days after 

partition was made official. Drawn by British Judge Cyril Radcliffe, the map attempted to divide 

British India by religious majority, with Hindu-majority areas allocated to India and the Muslim-

majority areas allocated to Pakistan.22 This divided the states of Punjab and Bengal, and created a 

                                                 
20 http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05cgghv 
21 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02 
22 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05cgghv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02
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Pakistan with two separate wings – East and West – that were separated by a large area of Indian 

territory and had no similarities beyond that of religion. Problems related to the actual drawing of 

the map by Radcliffe include: 

• Radcliffe had never been to India before and had no cultural knowledge of the country 

• Use of out-of-date maps and census data 

• Short time frame: only given five weeks to create new borders 

• No input from Jinnah, Nehru, Gandhi, or other political leaders. 

Partition and the release of the new map created an instant migration crisis, as over six 

million people moved east to India and west to Pakistan in the hopes of arriving safely on the 

“correct” side of the border. The British, who Jinnah had counted on to facilitate the transition of 

power, quickly left in what Islamic missionary Murray Titus termed a “political Dunkirk”23. The 

result of the mass movement of people in addition to the already existent political tensions was a 

tremendous wave of ethnic violence by local gangs and militias24. The end result: at least half a 

million dead, and twelve million refugees.25 

This map started an open conflict with India.  The two governments are still disputing the 

lines of partition, including Kashmir and Hyderabad. What started as local conflict along the 

border has escalated into an all-out was that continues today. Muslims are killing Muslims, 

families are torn apart, and the ethnic cleansing intensifies.  But internal divisions in the newly 

created Pakistan make it difficult to fight back with unified front.  

1.3 Current Situation 

The first step is over, Pakistan has been created. Now the question is, what next? 

                                                 
23 See 12 
24  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02 
25 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779
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Pakistan was created as a homeland for India’s Muslims and it is home to the vast majority of the 

subcontinent’s Muslim population: 86% of the total population of Pakistan, approximately 65 

million people, are Muslims26. But the role of Islam in Pakistan beyond the purpose of haven to a 

persecuted minority has yet to be decided. In these formative years of government, this cabinet 

must determine what role, if any, the Islamic religion should play in domestic affairs, government 

regulation, and international relations.  

1.3.1 Domestic Affairs 

 Internally, Pakistan is facing an identity crisis. The population is predominately Muslim, 

but there is an extreme diversity of ethnicities, climates, languages, and cultures. The Himalayas 

of Bengal are simply nothing like the tribal desert of Baluchistan. These combined with a history 

of tribalism, groups of religious minorities and a refugee crisis complicate the situation on the 

ground. The provinces of Pakistan have always been difficult to unite for the aforementioned 

reasons, and were allowed a large degree of autonomy by the British because of the difficulties 

present27. The population is historically more loyal to their culture than to a particular government.  

It would benefit this government to create a unified Pakistan and develop a unique national 

identity that could bridge the divide between its people. Islam is one possible way to foster this 

unity, since it is the one similarity than many have. An Islamic culture would need to be defined 

by the state: would it include a single language, Islamic schools, Sharia law, etc.? How would such 

a manufactured culture be disseminated? These are just some of the questions that must be 

considered. 

                                                 
26See 12 
27See 6 
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1.3.2 A New Government: Theocracy or Secular Democracy? 

In writing the Constitution of Pakistan, this cabinet must choose the form of government 

with which they would like to proceed. One option is to pursue a true Islamic State, in which Islam 

is not only the state religion, but the root of law and government. The supporters of this option 

believe that Sharia Law is still applicable to modern day life, even over one thousand years late. 

Some supporters believe that the majority of Pakistani Muslims already practice Sharia Law in 

some form, and it would therefore be an easy transition to Sharia as federal law. Some promote 

Islamic Law as an equalizer, “All men, from the ruler to the slave, are alike under the Law of 

Islam.”28 

The other option is to try to establish a secular democracy outside of the Muslim faith. 

Many of those involved at a high level of politics in both Pakistan and India attended schools in 

Europe and have experience with democracies and constitutional monarchies. They believe that 

these systems of government will help modernize Pakistan and make it a viable nation.  

The founding fathers of Pakistan, Muhammad Iqbal and Muhammad Ali Jinnah, are cited 

by those on both sides of this debate and have not made clear statements delineating their personal 

opinions29.  

1.3.3 International Relations 

In deciding the future of government in Pakistan, leaders must keep in mind how their 

decisions might affect their perception before future allies. Secularism might help build 

relationships with the West, but theocracy has the potential to create regional Arab unity.  

Pakistan’s relationship with India deteriorated even before partition took effect. There has 

been constant violence between the two nations for well over a year now, and they are actively 

                                                 
28 See 12 
29 Pakistan: Islam, Politics, and National Solidarity by Anwar Hussain Syed 



 

 

Pakistan Cabinet 1948 

13 

 

involved in various border disputes. Pakistan has been covertly supporting a Muslim insurgency 

in Kashmir since October 1947. Although Kashmir is majority Muslim, it’s Hindu leader elected 

to join India following partition. The proxy war has been conducted by tribal leaders invoking the 

Islamic concept of “jihad” to fuel raids against what is seen as Indian occupation of the region.30 

31 Religious differences, as well as the intense enmity between Jinnah and Nehru, motivate a 

constant state hostility between the neighboring states. Any effort to mend the relationship will 

take considerable government backing and a willingness to compromise.  

Following partition, Pakistan expected to maintain close ties with Britain. As a former 

colony, that relationship is still there and Pakistan could potentially use that connection for 

financial and military support. Prime Minister Atlee will not supply any support to Pakistan that 

will be used against India, as he is trying to maintain ties with both nations. He has suggested the 

two mend ties. The United States was against the initial creation of Pakistan, but might be open to 

supporting a new democracy.  

As the only Muslim homeland, Pakistan hopes that its might serve as a leader for a Pan-Arab 

Nationalism. It is possible that other Muslim-majority nations or the newly created Arab League 

might see the appeal of Pakistan’s national agenda and chose to ally with the non-Arab, but 

distinctly Muslim, nation.  

                                                 
30 http://www.hoover.org/research/islam-and-early-history-pakistan 
31 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02
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1.4 Bloc Positions 

1.4.1 Secularists 

The secular bloc of the cabinet is intent on creating a workable relationship with India.  In doing 

so they preach engagement as well as unification of all Muslims in Pakistan. Aside from that they 

are the devoted allies of Jinnah.  He sees a Pakistan for all Muslims, not just the devout ones.   

1.4.2 Theocrats 

The theocrats are a large part of the newly created Pakistan.  They are seen as the principle power 

base opposite of Jinnah.  They take advantage of the Shia Sunni divide that is very prevalent in 

East/West Pakistan.   Finally, they believe the power of the government should consolidate and 

Pakistan should turn into a theocracy; who’s beliefs should coincide with the fundamental pillars 

of Islam.   

1.5 Discussion Questions 

• Should the government of Pakistan be secular or a theocracy? 

• How should the government address ethnic tensions within Pakistan? 

• Is it possible for Pakistan to be both a Muslim homeland and a country of religious 

tolerance? 

• How should conflict with India be managed? 

• Jinnah has made multiple statements about his vision for Pakistan. Is he advocating for a 

secular government, a theocracy, a democracy with Islamic elements?32 

1.6 Key Terms 

Partition of India & Pakistan 

1947 Indo-Pakistani War 

                                                 
32 http://nation.com.pk/blogs/25-Dec-2015/jinnah-s-pakistan-islamic-state-or-secular-democracy 
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Sunni vs. Shia 

Pakistan Movement 

Islamization  

Secularism 

Theocracy 

Kashmir 

Wahhabism 

1.7 Resources  

• General Research Advice: Pakistan did not exist until the 1947 Partition. If you are 

looking for information on Pakistan from before 1947, look for “India,” “British India,” 

“Indian Subcontinent,” etc.  

• Prisoners of Geography: Ten Maps That Explain Everything About the World by Tim 

Marshall 

• Midnight’s Furies: The Deadly Legacy of India’s Partition by Nisid Hajari 

• After the Prophet: The Epic Story of the Shia-Sunni Split in Islam by Lesley Hazleton 

• Pakistan: A Hard Country by Anaton Lieven 

• A History of British India (Unabridged) - Great Courses Lecture Series by Professor 

Hayden J. Bellenoit 

• BBC Partition of India:  

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02 

o If you look at nothing else about Partition, this is the site you should read 

o Also in Podcast form - BBC Documentary Podcast “Voices of Partition” 

• BBC Pakistan Country Profile: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-d88680d1-26f2-4863-be95-83298fd01e02
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779
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• http://pu.edu.pk/images/journal/history/PDF-FILES/16-

%20PC%20M%20Iqbl_Chawla_52-1-15.pdf 

• http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/legislation/constituent_address_11aug1947.html 

• http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e0616 

• http://www.hoover.org/research/islam-and-early-history-pakistan 

• BBC Documentary: Pakistan, Partition and the Present - Part One 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05b70f4  

• Aljazeera - Partition: Borders of Blood 

http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/101east/2017/08/partition-borders-blood-

170809102605065.html 

• Islam in India and Pakistan: A Religious History of Islam in India and Pakistan by 

Murray T Titus 

• Pakistan: Islam, Politics, and National Solidarity by Anwar Hussain Syed 

• Islam and Pakistan by Freeland Abbott 

• http://nation.com.pk/blogs/25-Dec-2015/jinnah-s-pakistan-islamic-state-or-secular-

democracy 
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2 Topic 2 – Establishing an Equitable Balance of Power in the 

Subcontinent 

2.1 Topic Overview 

 The Partition of Pakistan and India took place on August 14, 1947. The partition divided 

the subcontinent into two independent nation states: a Muslim-majority Pakistan and a Hindu-

majority India. The notion of a nation splitting because of a religious conflict is not a new concept 

in the contemporary world and has been seen throughout history. However, the conflict between 

the Muslims and Hindus stems deeper than religion. Both the Muslims and Hindus are separated 

by heredity with intermarriage being frowned upon. The reasons why the Indian Muslims wanted 

to create Pakistan comes down to the political, social, and economic developments of the time.33   

 Centuries before the Partition, Hindus and Muslims were able to coexist in mixed 

communities with very little conflict. However, the nationalistic messages from both sides along 

with colonial preferences of the British triggered a growing number of incidents of sectarian 

violence. These episodes of sectarian violence caused fighting from Hindus and Sikhs on one side 

and Muslims on the other, making it an unprecedented mutual genocide. As the violence and unrest 

continued, the British colonialists became overstretched from a resource standpoint and no longer 

had the means to ease tensions between the Muslims and Hindus.34 

 With the tensions between the Muslims and Hindus reaching a boiling point, the British 

began mapping out a swift exit plan from the region. To do so the British sent Lord Mountbatten, 

a minor British royal and Britain’s final Viceroy, to negotiate with the key leaders in the area and 

                                                 
33

 Burki, Shahid Javed. Pakistan: A Nation in the Making (Boulder, CO Westview Press ; Pakistan : Oxford 

University Press, c1986), 9. 
34

 http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/06/29/the-great-divide-books-dalrymple 
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leave India as soon as possible. Since none of the parties reached a consensus, a partition seemed 

to be the only solution in which both sides were pleased with. However, Mountbatten surprised all 

parties and pushed the negotiation timeline years in advance.35 

 The hasty departure of the British left a mess between the Muslims and Hindus that were 

further magnified by the longstanding historical tensions between the two groups. This swift 

departure of the British also caused problems for both sides when it came to shaping the destinies 

of the two nations, especially in the case of Pakistan. The great migration resulted in the 

displacement of more than 15 million people leaving about 1-2 million people dead. In addition, 

the partition was not cognizant of the ethnic and religious divides within India and Pakistan. These 

divides continue to shape the relations between these two nations because continuing border 

disputes to this day. Lastly, due to the complicated decolonization methods of the partition, the 

Pakistani people remained ideologically and politically divided despite their shared religion: 

Islam.36 

 Although relations continue to be contentious in the region, the partition serves as a 

reminder of the potential mistakes that can be made when it comes to decolonizing in a region 

riddled with deeply rooted religious divisions. As Ayesha Jalal, an acclaimed Pakistani historian, 

puts it, “A defining moment that is neither beginning nor end, the partition continues to influence 

how the people and the states of postcolonial South Asia envisage their past, present, and future.”.37 
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2.2 Historical Background 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah, who is often known as the “Father of Pakistan” was initially 

skeptical of the idea of Pakistan because he believed that Muslim interests were connected to 

Indian nationalism.38 This belief was tied to his fondness for British political institutions and a 

willingness to raise the status of India within the international community. However, throughout 

the 1930s, the Muslim community and its interests began to feel alienated by the Hindus and 

demand the preservation of their Muslim identity. Jinnah remained unconvinced about the true 

strength of the Pakistan Movement until the elections of 1937.39 These elections resulted in the 

exclusion of provincial governments making way for the formation of all-Congress governments 

that did not represent the interests of all Indian people. As a result, tensions between the Muslims 

and Hindus began. 40  

 Although the election of 1937 was a turning point for the Muslim community in India, it 

also became a turning point for Jinnah. Early in the twentieth century, Jinnah was a staunch 

supporter of a single, united India, but once 1937 passed Jinnah rose as the leader of the Muslim 

League and the Pakistan movement.41 As leader of the Muslim league, Jinnah lobbied hard, but 

not long for the creation of Pakistan as an independent Muslim nation separate from the 

predominant Hindu British India. The adoption of the Lahore Resolution on March 23, 1940, gave 

the Pakistan Movement in terms of advocating for the self-determination of the Pakistani people 
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socially, politically, and economically.42 In addition, Jinnah began making demands for the 

creation of Pakistan, such as the guarantee of freedom of religion for all Pakistani people.43 

 The momentum from the Lahore Resolution gave Jinnah and the Muslim League hope for 

an independent Pakistan. However, the violence stemming from World War II was a catalyst for 

more chaos between the Muslims and Hindus. In 1942, the Japanese seized Singapore and 

Rangoon (Capital of Burma) and then advanced towards India. During this time, the Congress 

Party led by Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru began leading anti-British protests as a part 

of the Quit India Movement. This movement encouraged large-scale violence against 

infrastructure and other major institutions of British colonial rule along with alleged acts of 

sabotage against the British. 44 As a result, Gandhi and Nehru were arrested and spent the rest of 

the war in prison. With Gandhi and Nehru in prison, Jinnah and his followers saw a vacuum open 

to consolidate power as a loyal British ally and a protector of Muslim interests against Hindu 

dominance in the region.45 However once the war was over, Nehru and Gandhi were released from 

prison and brutally criticized Jinnah and his actions during their imprisonment.  

 Going into the Post - World War era, tensions between the Muslims and Hindus 

heightened. Thousands of people from both sides began to uproot away from their mixed 

neighborhoods and seek refuge in polarized ghettos. To make matters worse, local and regional 

leaders exacerbated tensions. This was best exemplified by H.S. Suhrawardy, Muslim Chief 

Minister of Bengal, who once said, “bloodshed and disorder are not necessarily evil in themselves, 
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if resorted to for a noble cause.”.46 In other words, Suhrawardy believed that violence against the 

opposition is a noble cause. During this time, there were also a series of widespread religious 

massacres that originated in Calcutta and then spread to other cities. 

 The increasing prevalence of violence resulted in many people viewing Jinnah and his 

Muslim League from a negative light and the need for a Partition more obvious. It also served as 

a reminder for the British that their grip on India as a colony is weakening and the development of 

an exit strategy from the region must be a priority. In March of 1947, Lord Mountbatten, a 

glamorous minor royal from Britain arrived in Delhi with the objective of handing over power 

from the British to a party in the area and a swift exit of the British from the region.47 The task of 

negotiating was much more difficult than Mountbatten anticipated. On the Muslim side, Jinnah 

had a reputation for being a difficult negotiator, but the Hindu side did not look much brighter. 

Gandhi staunchly advocated for a single India and tried to convince Lord Mountbatten to allow 

Jinnah to become prime minister of India to appease him. Unfortunately, Mountbatten would not 

allow Jinnah to become Prime Minister. All sides could not come to a consensus on the fate of 

India to the point where the final solution, a partition of India, was the only agreeable solution.48 
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 Although the partition option was seen as the most workable solution, the negotiation 

timeline was not the case.  

Lord Mountbatten 

announced August 15, 

1947 as the date for the 

transfer of power, which 

was ten months earlier 

than expected. The 

reasons for his hasty 

decision are still under 

debate, but some experts 

believe he wanted to 

surprise the two sides and force them to negotiate. However, his hasty decision only resulted in 

further chaos between the Muslims and Hindus and more issues left up in the air. Neither side was 

satisfied with Mountbatten’s forced compromise. Part of the compromise included the redrawing 

of the regional map was done by Cyril Radcliffe, a British judge, which was done in forty days 

without much say from either side. Jinnah was successful in creating a new Pakistan, but was given 

a truncated state consisting of a slice of India’s eastern and western extremities separated by 

thousands of miles of Indian territory. Although Jinnah got what he wanted in terms of gaining 

territory for Pakistan, he believed that the Partition of Punjab and Bengal would only result in 

further chaos. Once Lord Mountbatten and the rest of the British left the region for good, all parties, 
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especially Jinnah and the newly created Pakistan now have the difficult task of shaping the destiny 

of a new nation as well as uniting its people behind it. 49 

 

2.3 Current Situation 

With the Partition of Pakistan and 

India complete, Jinnah and his disciples have 

the difficult task of developing the political, 

social, and economic infrastructure 

necessary for a successful state.50 This task 

of building Pakistan from bottom up is not 

going to come easy, especially considering 

the fragmented state of Pakistan. From a 

geographical standpoint, Pakistan consists of 

an ethnically fractured West Pakistan and 

East Pakistan, while being divided by 

thousands of miles of Indian territory. The 

geography of Pakistan was mostly the result 

of Jinnah’s acceptance of the provincial 

Partitions with the assumption that Pakistan and India would continue to have Hindu and Muslim 

minorities respectively.51  
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 Although many Muslims are still living in India after the Partition, Jinnah is beginning a 

campaign to encourage Muslims to move to Pakistan for better economic opportunity. Pakistan as 

a nation faces low rates of urbanization and literacy and with an agriculture based economy, Jinnah 

is in desperate need of skilled labor.52 As a result, Jinnah is reaching out to Muslim merchants, 

lawyers, doctors, civil servants, and bankers from the Muslim minority provinces in order to 

encourage them into Pakistan.53 His main message to his new working class is simple: come to 

your religious homeland. Jinnah’s message to Muslims in India came during the dawn of the Great 

Migration, which was an unprecedented movement of about 14-15 million people with Hindus and 

Sikhs moving to India, and Muslims to Pakistan. 54 The transfer of population between Pakistan 

and India contributed to solving the political problem by transforming the once large population 

of Hindus and Sikhs in Punjab and Sind provinces into two predominantly Muslim provinces. As 

a result, the Great Migration left Pakistan more religiously homogenous than ever.  

 Although Pakistan has a more pronounced Muslim majority, Pakistan continues to lack a 

public consensus on the ideological contours of the nation. The Great Migration brought in Indian 

Muslims who had differing opinions on the relationship between religion and state, which 

introduced a clash of cultures pitting the muhajirs (secular) against the indigenous (religious).55 

The secular end had an attachment to the British system in terms of favoring secularism, liberal 

policies, and laissez-faire economics. The religious side favored the creation of an Islamic State 

and an economy overseen by the state. Since the Muslim League was still split into three 
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subgroups, Jinnah ended up using Islam as a unification tool because it addressed the need for 

unity and solidarity not seen in the other methods.56 Unfortunately, the shift towards Islam 

eventually becomes problematic with the surge of religiously motivated policies.  

 Along with the unresolved ideological divisions, Pakistan is not yet an established name 

within the international community. This is going to make it difficult for Pakistan to be taken 

seriously since many members of the international community still believe that the Partition is 

temporary and the reunification of Pakistan and India will happen down the road. In addition, with 

many predominantly Muslim states are dealing with their own problems and will not be of much 

help in terms of gaining allies.57 However, the United States was one of the first major nations to 

recognize Pakistan as an independent country and provide aid to Pakistan in the form of arms. 

58Although recognition from the United States was a decent break, Pakistan still needs to address 

another pressing issue: the geographical boundaries with India.  

 The hasty exit of the British from the region left many matters disputed, especially the 

question of Kashmir. India during this time was very hostile towards Pakistan and had strong 

motivations to undermine an already ideologically fragile Pakistan. During the Partition 

negotiations, Jinnah tried to assign numerous princely states that would eventually turn into 

successor states for either Pakistan or India. This system made it so that states with a Muslim 

majority would belong to Pakistan as a form of self-determination. But the states of Kashmir and 

Hyderabad were not that simple. Hyderabad is home to a large Hindu-majority, but is ruled by the 

Nizams, a Muslim family. In the case of Kashmir, there is a Muslim-majority despite a Hindu 
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ruler, the Maharaja.59 Once the British left the partitioned region, the leaders and people of both 

Hyderabad and Kashmir were not eager to be absorbed by either Pakistan or India and considered 

independence. From a geographical standpoint, an independent Hyderabad is not very logical 

given that it is landlocked and completely surrounded by India. Kashmir is a different story because 

its undefined frontier, leaving the door wide open for either independence or merging with Pakistan 

or India. This is mostly because Kashmir borders not only India and Pakistan, but the U.S.S.R and 

China as well.60 

 With affairs of these disputed territories up in the air, Pakistan and India are increasingly 

suspicious of each other. Both sides are ready to use force to get what they want. Hostilities from 

the Indian side are brewing and may provide Pakistan with further justification to invoke additional 

leverage in the form of jihad or religious decrees.61 

2.4 Bloc Positions 

 Mohammed Ali Jinnah is widely known as the “Father of the Nation” as he led the 

movement to create an independent Pakistan separate from the predominantly Hindu India.62 The 

birth of Pakistan was a result of Jinnah and his followers nationalistic vision to create a nation 

based on the people’s right to self-determination in their homeland.63 The top priority of Jinnah 

and his men must be to establish a cohesive Pakistani identity for the people. Jinnah and multiple 

members of the Muslim League heavily value electoral politics and the rule of law because of their 
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collective backgrounds in practicing law in the British tradition.64 Although a Western style of 

leading a secular country is appealing to Jinnah and many of his disciples, they must consider the 

realities of doing so in an ethnically and culturally pluralistic society.65 This is especially true with 

the growing migrant crisis that is bringing in various minority religions and backgrounds. Given 

the subdivisions of Islam within Pakistan and a burgeoning migrant crisis, Pakistan must walk a 

fine line when it comes to controlling a unifying young nation without alienating the people.  

 On top of establishing the definition of what it means to be Pakistani, the young state of 

Pakistan must begin to align with a world view either with Eastern or Western powers. Some 

Western nations, such as the United States, have been quick to recognize Pakistan as an 

independent nation, while others have provided aid in the form of arms and other supplies.66 

2.5 Discussion Questions 

● What kind of relationship does Pakistan have with India going forward?  

● Which countries should Pakistan consider branching out to for diplomatic ties? 

● How should Pakistan settle internal issues between the different political groups? 

● What mitigation strategies is Pakistan willing to consider to alleviate the large refugee 

crisis? Humanitarian? Militaristic? Diplomatic? A combination? 

● What kind of relationship does Pakistan want to have with Western nations?  

● What solutions is this body willing to consider in order to negotiate the disputed territories 

of Kashmir and Hyderabad? Militaristic? Diplomatic? 
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3 Topic 3 – Special Topics in Domestic Affairs 

3.1 Topic Overview 

 West and East Pakistan conformed Pakistan - as a country - after the partition of the former 

Indian colony in 1947. After the dissolution of the British territory in South Asia, Pakistan 

established a strong government in the Western part of the country that “represented” both 

territories equally. India and Pakistan have directly confronted three times since their 

independence. In 1947 Pakistan decided to invade Kashmir’s region as a consequence of its 

possible merge with India. The disputed region was represented by an Indian governor but was 

mostly inhabited by Pakistanis, causing tensions within Kashmir regarding its annexation to any 

of the recent independent states. Both India and Pakistan self-proclaimed the region as their own, 

causing an armed conflict started in 1947. When Pakistan was created as a country divided into 

two sub regions, East and West, there were many desires and options for the way in which the state 

was supposed to be ruled. There are two main proposals, one based on a constitution that would 

maintain the eastern part as a member of 

the Federal unity of West Pakistan, 

allowing some freedom but always under 

the control of the western government. 

They were focused on having autonomy 

from the West part of the country, but 

could not reach it due to the partition of 

1947 and imposed territorial divisions 

and annexations of the year. These views 

towards the establishment and creation of 
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Pakistan would lead to completely different approaches to the development of the East and West 

parts of the country. 

3.2 Historical Background 

The recent independent British 

India has brought strong and radical 

differences in South Asia based on 

the unequal and imposed taken 

decisions by the former government. 

When the British Crown signed and 

accepted the independence of 

Pakistan, they also made a territorial 

division based on religious and social 

differences between the colony; mainly, separating Muslims and Hindus to “avoid” upcoming 

confrontations. However, this division was nothing but an imposition that divided entire territories 

and cultures based on assumptions, and that, eventually, created more tensions and conflicts 

between the newborn states.  

 British India was composed of nowadays India and Pakistan. The first one has a cast order 

ruled by a parliamentarian monarchy with a Prime Minister and a Governor General on the top of 

the pyramid. On the other hand, Pakistan was subdivided in two main regions with India in 

between: West Pakistan with the capital and East Pakistan or Bengal. However, this territorial 

division had multiple consequence inside the Muslim country, based, primarily, on the lack of 

equal representation and development of both parts of the state. Moreover, the unequal partition 

of the territory has a region without real representation and that are recognized by both nations: 
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Kashmir. The recent - and ongoing - conflict between our country and India has shown us the 

power and strength we ought to have as a nation to defeat the enemy.  

3.3 Current Situation 

3.3.1 Internal Conflict in Pakistan 

After the independence of Pakistan in 1947 and the subdivision of its territory, the country 

has been facing multiple problems to achieve stability. The development and communication 

between East and West are not as clear and equal as it is supposed to be, based, mainly, in the 

cultural differences, the distribution of the government and the territorial challenges. Firstly, and 

the most evident difficulty, is due to the fact of the partition’s division of Pakistan into two parts 

of the same country divided by India. People in East Bengal does not feel as identified and close 

to the current government as the Western part. Thus, the embracement of policies and decisions 

made by the President and its cabinet are not as welcomed in the East as it is in the West. The 

imposed boarders made more difficult the equal economic activities and revenues for both parts of 

the country, causing gaps between the territories. Even though that East and West Pakistan share 

the same religion, the citizens do not feel identified with the others due to the fact of the language 

and cultural barrier. This challenge ought to be reduced if this government is seeking to unify the 

State and give a strong position in the region. Another important situation that has shown important 

differences between both subdivisions of Pakistan relies on the distribution of wellness and 

development within its territory. In the West, hosting its capital Lahore, the based-government 

rules the entire country and takes decisions based on the willingness, desires, and problems of the 

closer citizens. Therefore, the Eastern Pakistanis have the perception that they are being left behind 

and not even taken into consideration for the development of the recently independent Muslim 

country. One of the hardest situations that the government is currently facing, relies on the fact 
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that the war against India for the defense and protection of our people and legacy in Kashmir, has 

shown the instability in the country and the different approaches of our citizens regarding the issue. 

In the East, for example, they do not share the need and right to continue with this armed conflict. 

However, this is a war we need to win to self-position ourselves as the region’s hegemony, 

overpass India and have back the territory that has always been ours. 

3.3.2 On-going Situation with Disputed Territories 

The imposed partition has been developing instability in certain regions of the former 

British India Empire. The situation that arose in Kashmir and Jammu last year has positioned our 

country in a fragile position due to the ongoing conflict and the resolution taken by the United 

Nations Security Council. The Muslim League has been trying to defend our territories and the 

land that has always been a part of our history, to protect our people. After the division of India 

and Pakistan in mid-1947, Kashmir and Jammu have not had a clear self-posture nor position 

towards the people they represent. In both regions, the majority of population follows our Islamic 

ideology and religion, willing to join our country. Even though the government of Jammu and 

Kashmir decided to remain neutral in the independence process of both India and Pakistan, the 

outcome and decision of the representative has not heard to its people’s demands. The region has 

had stronger economic ties with West Pakistan, seeking for a natural closeness to this country. 

However, the government’s position has not been as logical as expected. India has leaked 

confidential information from our government that sought to defend our brothers and sisters in 

the independent territories. The Operation Gulmarg had nothing but the approach to maintain 

peace and protect the Muslims in the region. The plan was focused on training and empowering 

tribesmen to spread their will and right to join Pakistan. However, the poor representation and 

lack of neutrality has led to rebellions in Poonch and other places, willing to join our country.  
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As a reaction, the government has decided to stop the rebels and seek protection from the Indian 

army. The Maharaja of this kingdom is more empathic and closer to Indian ties due to their 

historical relations, and has decided to join Nehru’s government and country. After this adhesion 

and the signature of the Instrument of Accession, Pakistan and India went to an armed conflict 

that has not completely ended. The decision of the Indian government and army was to 

exterminate and murder all the Muslims that faced their way, having some massacres and events 

that has caused our need to protect our people. War has been declared and continued to develop 

since these days. 

3.3.3 UN47 Resolution: Kashmir Conflict 

The United Nations has mediated this conflict by hearing and trying to understand both India 

and Pakistan regarding the dispute of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. The outcome was the 

creation of the Commission 39, that will seek to help our government and the Indian counterpart 

to maintain peace and prepare a plebiscite for the people of Kashmir to decide if they are willing 

to join either Pakistan or India. This commission had three stages in which both countries are 

exhorted to reduce their presence in the conflict area, so that the citizens are able to decide if they 

are willing to join our country or what their government decided for them. The resolution is not 

equal nor fair as the UN is allowing India to maintain troops in the territory while they reject us to 

keep peace. Even that they sought to have an equal outcome, they are not approaching a balanced 

solution. This intervention made by the United Nations can be seen to address the 181 Resolution 

for the partition of the Palestinian state after the end of the Second World War and the willingness 

of Britain to end its rule in the territory. The arrival of Jews to this Muslim state and the support 

of superpowers has been creating different consequences and tensions in the region. Therefore, we 

are strongly concerned about the aftermath that this UN intervention may have into our country 
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and the distribution of the region. We cannot be another Muslim nation that is torn apart by the 

interests of Western powers. Pakistan ought to use the rising nationalism that has been developing 

lately to reduce the Indian presence in the region and keep maintaining and protecting our brothers. 

3.4 Discussion Questions 

• How shall our country react to the possible legal adhesion of the disputed territory by India? 

• What specific measures do we out to implement for the country to be united and reduce the 

differences? 

• Should our country need to negotiate with India or keep on defending the territory? 

• What allies can we approach to maintain our power in the region? 

• How do we need to approach the situation for us to be considered as a strong power in the 

region? 

• Shall we follow the United Nations resolution proposals? 

• Can we further develop nationalism to have a positive outcome for our own desires and 

national objectives? 

3.5 Keywords 

• Partition 

• Resolution 181 
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