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Honorable Delegate, 

 
The Cabinet of the Republic of India will be called into session on Thursday, April 29th, 1948 at the 

Stevens Hotel in Chicago, Illinois to discuss matters of national security and global importance. The 

following items have been included on the agenda:  

 

Topic 1 – Ending the Conflict with Pakistan Over Disputed Territories  

Topic 2 – Managing Ethnic Conflict  

Topic 3 – Special Topics in Domestic Affairs 

 

For your reference, our staff archivists have compiled the following Background Guide to 

provide you with relevant information regarding the topics that will be debated in the upcoming 

session. You will need to read and understand the contents of this Guide in order to expand upon 

their research and represent your home government accurately and effectively. 

 

Any attempt to disseminate the contents of this document outside of the Cabinet is a gross 

violation of Cabinet protocol and will be dealt with accordingly. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the operations of the committee meetings being held at 

Chicago International Model United Nations (CIMUN), please refer to the CIMUN MUN 

Toolkit which you have been provided. Should you have any questions concerning the content of 

your guide or questions on policy, you may consult with an official from the Department of 

Home Government by sending an email to homegovernment@cimun.org.  

 
Best of luck,  

 

 
 

Jawaharlal Nehru  

 

Prime Minister of India 
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1 Topic 1 – Ending the Conflict with Pakistan Over Disputed 

Territories 

1.1 Topic Overview  

In the wake of World War II, and after nearly decades of calls for decolonization, the Indian 

subcontinent gained independence in 1947.1  However, being out from under the thumb of the 

British Empire did not end this region’s problems.  Under British Colonial rule, conflic t ing 

ideologies developed between the secular Indian Congress and the religion-based Muslim League. 

The Muslim League’s fostering of a 

distinct Muslim identity and their 

demands for a Muslim “homeland” led 

to the partition of the subcontinent into 

the nations of India and Pakistan.  

However, Britain’s rushed timeline 

and sloppy border demarcation 

between the two newly-formed 

nations created many logistical issues 

and ideological tensions. Refugees flooded into either nation, and violence and confusion were 

found along these fresh borders. The State of Jammu and Kashmir is a particularly contested region 

to which both India and Pakistan lay territorial claim.  This territorial conflict is representative of 

the deeper divisions between India’s secular ideology and Pakistan’s religious.  If not resolved 

soon, the conflict between these two nations has the potential to last for generations.  

                                                                 
1 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/partition1947_01.shtml 
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1.2 Historical Background 

1.2.1 The Creation of a Distinct Muslim Identity in India  

In the years leading up to Partition, the Muslim population in India began to see itself as  

culturally distinct from the rest of the Indian population, this movement was highly influenced by 

Muslim scholars Muhammad Iqbal and Sayyid Ahmad Khan.  These religious leaders were some 

of the first to state that Muslims must assert their distinct identity and interests in order to avoid 

being overpowered by the non-Muslim majority and Hindu ideology.  The All-India Muslim 

League was created to promote the interests of Muslims living in the subcontinent, and in 1909 

Britain responded to some of their demands and gave Muslims separate electorates that were meant 

to ensure that the Muslim population was accurately represented in elected government.  In 

addition, the British creation of separate electorates institutionalized the distinction between 

Muslims and the rest of India’s population, planting the seeds of deeper ideologica l splits.  

In the face of an increasing sense of Muslim identity, Mohammed Ali Jinnah led the 

movement for the creation of the separate, independent nation of Pakistan which would serve as a 

Muslim “homeland.”  Jinnah and other Muslim leaders hoped to gain further protections for the 

Muslim minority through the creation of Pakistan.  The League claimed that India’s congress was 

instituting “Hindu rule” throughout the subcontinent, threatening the Muslim minority’s identity 

and civil rights.  Ali Jinnah and the League used religious symbols and the slogan “Islam in danger” 

to unite the Muslim population and gain support for the Pakistani cause.2   However, some have 

suggested that Ali Jinnah did not actually aim to create an independent Muslim nation, but rather 

                                                                 
2 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=sear

ch%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e


India 1948 

that he wanted to use the idea of Pakistan as a bargaining chip to gain greater rights for Muslims 

in India.3    

On March 23, 1940, at the Muslim League’s Lahore session, the Muslim leaders adopted 

the Pakistan Resolution, calling for 

“the areas in which the Muslims 

are numerically in a majority, as in 

the northwestern and eastern zones 

of India, should be grouped to 

constitute Independent States in 

which the constituent units shall be 

autonomous and sovereign.”4 The 

Muslim League continued to gain 

power as more and more Muslim 

citizens saw themselves as separate from the rest of India and acceded to the League’s ideology.    

1.2.2 The State of Jammu and Kashmir 

Today, the State of Jammu and Kashmir is the subject of a territorial dispute between India 

and Pakistan.  However, for most of its history, this state was independent or a part of large 

empires.  It fell under the Sikh Empire’s rule until the British conquered the region in 1846.  

Subsequently, under the Treaty of Amritsar, the British sold this state to Gulab Singh of Jumma.  

Jammu and Kashmir was designated as an independent princely state, and Singh was designated 

as its Maharaja (local leader).  Singh and the rulers that followed were largely authoritarian and 

                                                                 
3 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/partition1947_01.shtml 
4 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=sear

ch%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
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oppressive.  In 1931, a popular uprising calling for reform was violently put down, and in 1932 

Kashmir’s first political party, the National Conference, was formed.  Responding to growing 

political pressure, in 1934 the Maharaja gave the Kashmiri people some democratic rights through 

the creation of a Legislative Assembly, although he still maintained a repressive regime.5 

1.3 Current Situation 

Since World War II, the British have found it more and more difficult to maintain their 

colonial empire. Thanks to years of political efforts by Indians calling for independence, by 1946 

the British had started transitioning to decolonization.  However, decolonization would do nothing 

to address the calls by Muslims for 

greater protections.  Various 

negotiations and plans had been 

hashed out by the British, the 

Indian Congress, and the Muslim 

League, but none could satisfy all 

parties.  Throughout 1946, the 

Muslim League and the Indian Congress continued to drift in different directions with conflic t ing 

ideals and demands reflecting their respective religious and secular ideologies.6  

On August 16, 1946 Mohammed Ali Jinnah organized a “Direct Action Day” consisting 

of members of the Muslim League demanding the creation of Pakistan.  This day of protests 

quickly spiraled into violence and riots, particularly in the state of Bengal and other Muslim-

majority regions.  These riots only contributed to the tension and chaos that flourished during the 

                                                                 
5 http://www.pakun.org/kashmir/history.php 

6http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=sear

ch%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
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last months of British control.  Wage strikes and political demonstrations spread throughout major 

cities, but the British did little to address these issues or maintain control as they were too focused 

on decolonizing the region as quickly as possible.7  

1.3.1 Partition and Transfer of Power 

In September 1946, Jawaharlal Nehru became the Prime Minister of India, and the Muslim 

league was given two cabinet positions in the new government.  On February 20, 1947, the British 

Prime Minister Clement Attlee said he wanted to transfer power to a “responsible Indian 

government” within 18 months.  However, in April Lord Louis Mountbatten became Viceroy of 

India and declared that he wanted to transfer power on August 14, 1947, making an already rushed 

timetable even shorter.   

Mountbatten created the 3 June 1947 Plan which addressed the Muslim population’s 

demand for an independent state.  In this plan, the Indian states with a majority-Muslim population 

would form an independent nation of Pakistan.8  However, Pakistan was not to be one contiguous 

landmass.  Rather, the nation would be composed of East Pakistan and West Pakistan, with a 

thousand miles of Indian territory lying in between.9  Moreover, two provinces in the subcontinent, 

Bengal and Punjab were majority-Muslim, but they also had large populations of non-Muslims. 

Under the 1947 Plan, these provinces would be divided with part joining India and part joining 

Pakistan.  The new borders separating the provinces in two were to be drawn with religious 

demographics, infrastructure allocation, and other logistical factors in mind.   

                                                                 
7 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/partition1947_01.shtml 
8 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=sear
ch%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e 
9 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/40285016.pdf?refreqid=excelsior
%3Ad4d276ac0c5f89e1bdd99b41cfbc3abd 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
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However, the border demarcation—particula r ly 

the borders 

that were to run through the provinces of Bengal and 

Punjab—quickly became the cause for great conflict 

and violence.  Cyril Radcliffe, a British official, led the 

commission that was to create these new boundaries; 

however, he was inexperienced with border-drawing 

and unaware of the many nuances of the region.  

Furthermore, the 3 June 1947 Plan was fairly vague.  It didn’t specify how one should determine 

the region’s demographics, nor did it describe how to weigh the various factors that went into these 

territorial divisions.  To make matters worse, the border commission was very secretive about their 

plans, leaving the public and the new governments of India and Pakistan very out of the loop.  In 

fact, the commission didn’t announce the new boundaries until three days after the British transfer 

of power to the new governments.  

1.3.2 The Aftermath of Partition 

The announcement of the new borders was met with general confusion and violence.  The 

governments of India and Pakistan did not have enough time to prepare for shifting populations in 

response to the border demarcation, nor did they have time to set up administrative systems in the 

border regions.  An estimated 18 million refugees flowed across the newly-drawn borders: 
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Muslims in India fled to Pakistan, and 

Hindus and Sikhs in Pakistan left for 

India. These massive population shifts 

bred violence and confusion, especially 

in Punjab and Bengal where deadly riots 

occurred.10  Estimates have it that up to 

one million civilians died during this 

migration and the various conflicts and 

riots that occurred after Partition.  These 

deaths were highly concentrated in 

Bengal and Punjab.11 

The Muslim League disapproved 

of the new boundaries, and the Sikh population was essentially split down the middle by the 

borders.  While the Partition did create a Muslim “homeland,” little was done to protect the 

minority groups still living in India and Pakistan.  Moreover, the Partition created many issues in 

terms of resource allocation and infrastructure.  The new borders cut off roads, railways, and 

canals.  In particular, sharing water resources between India and East Pakistan became complicated 

and contentious.12  Through the Partition, India received 90 percent of the region’s industry along 

                                                                 
10 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=sear
ch%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e 
11 http://www.pakun.org/kashmir/history.php 
12 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=sear

ch%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
http://www.pakun.org/kashmir/history.php
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqid=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e
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with most of the established large cities such as Bombay, Calcutta, and Delhi.  Pakistan’s economy 

was less developed and mostly agriculture-based.13    

1.3.3 The State of Jammu and Kashmir Territorial Dispute 

Moreover, under Partition, the designated princely states could choose to join either India 

or Pakistan.  However, it was highly recommended that these states join the territory that made the 

most sense in terms of geographic proximity and in ethnic and religious demographics.  Most 

princely states joined either nation 

without much issue, but the Maharaja 

(leader) of the State of Jammu and 

Kashmir hesitated.  This state has a 

Muslim majority, has close ties to 

regions in Pakistan, and is in close 

geographic proximity to Pakistan.  It is 

for these reasons that many Kashmiri 

citizens demanded to join Pakistan; however, the decision was ultimately up to the Hindu 

Maharaja’s discretion.  

Before a decision was announced, Indian troops entered the state claiming they were 

helping to maintain order.  The Kashmiri citizens rebelled against the troops, demanding to join 

Pakistan.  Soon after, Pakistani tribesman entered the territory wreaking havoc and carrying out 

mass rapes, indiscriminate killings, and general violence.  The Maharaja announced that he 

decided to join India, in part because their military could help squash the violence and mainta in 

stability in the state.  India claims he signed the Instrument of Accession, officially joining India 

                                                                 
13 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/partition1947_01.shtml    



India 1948 

on October 26, 1947.  The government and citizens of Pakistan and many citizens of Jammu and 

Kashmir claim otherwise.  Violence, chaos, and general confusion continues to flourish in the 

region.14       

Indian leaders have argued that Pakistan’s claim for Jammu and Kashmir would essentially 

nullify the decisions of the 564 princely states that acceded to either nation on their own accord.  

The leaders of these states had the legal rights to join either nation, and Pakistan’s claim that 

Jammu and Kashmir must join Pakistan because of its majority-Muslim population would 

disregard the Maharajas’ legal rights to accede to the nation of their choice.   

1.3.4 United Nations’ Response 

 As of May 1, 1948, neither the UNSC nor the United Nations Commission on India and 

Pakistan (UNCIP) has disputed the legality of the State of Jammu and Kashmir joining India.  On 

January 1, 1948, India called upon the Security Council to take action:  

“…Invaders, consisting of nationals of Pakistan tribesmen…are drawing from Pakistan 

for operations against Jammu and Kashmir.  The Government of India requested the 

Security Council to call upon Pakistan to put an end immediately to the giving of such an 

assistance which is an act of aggression against India.”15 

Pakistan denies any acts of aggression, and on January 15, 1948, in response to the Indian 

statement, Pakistan’s foreign minister Sir Muhammed Zafrullah Khan spoke to the Security 

Council saying “...the Pakistani Government emphatically deny that they are giving aid and 

                                                                 
14 http://www.pakun.org/kashmir/history.php 
15 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/23607737.pdf?refreqid=excelsior

%3Ac29a09908201fe78424b4fd1a3fe2dde 

http://www.pakun.org/kashmir/history.php
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/23607737.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Ac29a09908201fe78424b4fd1a3fe2dde
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/23607737.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Ac29a09908201fe78424b4fd1a3fe2dde
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assistance to the so-called invaders or have committed any act of aggression against India.”16  The 

United Nations has been slow to act, and as of May 1, 1948 very little concrete action has been 

taken to address India’s complaints.  

1.4 Bloc Positions 

 Over the past 40 years, India’s National Congress has become unified in its ideology, while 

the Muslim League in Pakistan faces more internal conflict.17  The Indian Congress sees their 

nation’s future as a strong secular state, while the Muslim League sees Pakistan becoming an 

Islamic power.  The conflicting ideologies of secularism versus a religious state are at the heart of 

the dispute, and these ideologies are caused by the identity and ethnicity of the nations’ respective 

populations.  The Indian government believes that since it is a secular state, Muslims in India 

should be able to live there in peace.  If they gave up the state of Jammu and Kashmir to Pakistan 

because of its Muslim population, it would indicate that their secularism is weak.  There are still 

many Muslims and other religious minorities living in India; some demand further protections for 

their minority interests.  However, India’s government under the current Prime Minister Nehru 

believes that their secularism inherently protects them.  However, the Muslim population of 

Jammu and Kashmir aligns itself with the Muslim League and sees India’s acquisition of the 

territory as invalid.  Throughout all of this, the United Nations has been unresponsive to the 

conflict, and critics accuse it of being controlled by and only concerned with Western affairs.18  It 

                                                                 
16 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/23607737.pdf?refreqid=excelsior
%3Ac29a09908201fe78424b4fd1a3fe2dde 
17 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/partition1947_01.shtml    
18 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/23266719.pdf?refreqid=excelsior

%3Afcfadd624792572524d77d28bb1f5438  

 

http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/23607737.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Ac29a09908201fe78424b4fd1a3fe2dde
http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/23607737.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3Ac29a09908201fe78424b4fd1a3fe2dde


India 1948 

is up to the nations of India and Pakistan and the international community to quell this conflict 

before it escalates further.  Tensions are high, and the conflicting viewpoints throughout the 

subcontinent has the potential to create antagonistic relationships for years or decades to come.  

1.5 Discussion Questions 

• Does India’s secularism truly provide enough protections for the religious minorities in the 

region? Are there any further protections the Indian government could institute for these 

groups without compromising its secular beliefs?  

• How can India expel or put down the Pakistani tribesmen in the State of Jammu and 

Kashmir that are wreaking so much havoc without causing an all-out war with Pakistan?  

• How can India repair its already damaged relationship with Pakistan? Is the Pakistani 

government responsible for the Pakistani tribesmen’s violence?   

• How important is maintaining control over the State of Jammu and Kashmir? Is this 

territory worth creating an antagonistic relationship with India’s neighbor Pakistan?  

• How can India convince the citizens of Kashmir that they belong in India? Must the 

government use force to stop the protests, or are there diplomatic bargaining chips that the 

Indian government could use to make a deal?  

1.6 Key Terms 

• Muslim League: 

• India’s National Congress  

• 3 June 1947 Plan  

• Bengal and Punjab  

• The State of Jammu and Kashmir 

• The Instrument of Accession  
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• UNCIP 

1.7 Resources  

• http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt15zc7zj.82.pdf?refreqi

d=search%3A5bb0bfdcbbae009ddba0e513e276d68e 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/partition1947_01.shtml 

• http://www.pakun.org/kashmir/history.php 

• http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/40285016.pdf?refreqid=e

xcelsior%3Ad4d276ac0c5f89e1bdd99b41cfbc3abd 

• http://www.jstor.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/stable/pdf/23607737.pdf?refreqid=e

xcelsior%3Ac29a09908201fe78424b4fd1a3fe2dde 
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2 Topic 2 – Managing Ethnic Conflict 

2.1 Topic Overview 

Since the partition of the Asian subcontinent by Great Britain in 1947, the new nations of 

India and Pakistan have been at odds over the territories of Kashmir and Jammu, which both 

nations claim, are rightfully theirs. The conflict, stemming from both the economic interests and 

religious differences of the people of the region, has had long-term repercussions, and continues 

to escalate at an alarming rate. Countless skirmishes between the two nations have occurred since 

the British partition, mostly as a result of conflict between the Muslim and Hindu populations. 

Ethnic violence between members of both faiths, the involvement of national armed forces, and 

even foreign allies has resulted in an international crisis. In addition, the partition of the 

subcontinent into primarily-Muslim Pakistan and mainly-Hindu India, has caused the mass 

migration of individuals, in turn creating an alarming refugee crisis. 

2.2 Historical Background 

In 1947, Great Britain divided the Asian subcontinent (“partition”) into the nations of India 

and Pakistan; the nation of India was religiously separated for the Hindu population, while the 

nation of Pakistan had a primarily Muslim population. According to the law governing the 

independence process (the Independence of India Act) the rulers of India’s nearly 600 states could 

decide to join India or Pakistan, or chose to remain independent. While most rulers had simple 

decisions to make due to the geography and religion of their princely states, the case of Kashmir 

and Jammu was far more complicated.  

Kashmir was strategically located between the states of India and Pakistan and, despite 

being ruled by a Hindu Maharaja, the majority of the Kashmiri population was Muslim.  Though 

required to choose between the India, Pakistan, and independence, the Maharaja was unable to 
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decide which state to join. Tension grew between the Pakistani government and the ruling 

government in Kashmir; the Maharaja's indecision frustrated pro-Pakistani factions and the overall 

Muslim population within Kashmir.  

In the summer of 1947, riots broke out in the Punjab. Since the partition of the Indian 

subcontinent, Muslim refugees had been streaming into Pakistan, while Sikhs and Hindus fled into 

India. With increasing frustrations at the 

Maharaja’s indecision and the rise in 

violence and riots, the number of those 

crossing state lines sored. In addition, as 

state forces attempted to control riots, the 

Muslim-leaning press and local Muslim 

politicians accused them of carrying out 

Hindu state terror against a religious 

minority. In August, open revolt broke out in the province of Poonch (in southwest Kashmir) and, 

in response, the first Muslim militia was raised. Attacks on police stations and army garrisons 

became more common, as the primarily Muslim population resented the kashmiri ruler’s inability 

to choose which nation to join. 

Hostilities escalated two months later, in early October 1947, when another rebellion broke 

out in Poonch. On October 22, 1947, a Lashkar of Pakistani tribals, some five thousands strong, 

led an incursion into the valley of Kashmir. Pathan groups raided Hindu and Sikh villages along 

the border, then fled back to Pakistan. When confronted by the Kashmiri government regarding 

the raids, the Pakistani army denied providing raiders with arms, ammunition, or transport. In 

addition, the Kashmiri government of violence against the muslim population. 
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On October 24, the pro-Pakistani Azad Kashmir government was formed under Mohamed 

Ibrahim. The Maharaja, facing overwhelming odds and near certain defeat, asked India for military 

support. India agreed to help provided that Kashmir acceded to India and that the Prime Minister 

of Kashmir agreed to the accession. Both the Maharaja and the Prime Minister agreed to these 

terms and, on October 26 the Maharaja signed the Instrument of Accession. Indian forces entered 

the conflict the next day. 

Indian forces were able to recapture the previously-taken region of Baramulla in 

November, and then concentrated on clearing the Jammu region. In the north, Pakistani forces 

were more successful. A local insurgent movement, the Jang-i-Azadi Gilgit-Baltistan, carried out 

a quick revolution. They declared the establishment of a Gilgit Islamic Republic and elected a 

provisional government which acceded to Pakistan 14 days later.  

2.3 Current Situation 

Since December 1947, the intensity of operations has decreased. Azad militias and Pathan fighters 

have been less affected by the weather than Indian forces have, but the buildup of Indian forces 

has continued. In December, the Indian Air Force was able to keep defenders supplied with 

munitions and evacuate the wounded; they were also able to fly provisions in for 40,000 refugees 

trapped in the siege of Poonch. 

The Indian position is that Kashmir belongs to the Indian republic because of the 

Instrument of Accession signed in October 1947, which handed over the princely state to India. 

But because the maharajah was a Hindu ruler of a majority-Muslim kingdom, Pakistan has rejected 

the Instrument of Accession.  

The Indian government, the Pakistani government and the international community, are 

now also concerned about the alarming number of refugees attempting to travel both in and out of 
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India and Pakistan. Since the partition lines were established, about 14.5 million people have 

crossed the borders to what they hoped was the relative safety of religious majority. Recent census 

numbers in Pakistan have identified the number of displaced persons in Pakistan at around 7 

million, presumably all Muslims who had entered Pakistan from India. Similarly India enumerated 

over 7 million displaced persons, apparently all Hindus and Sikhs who had moved to India from 

Pakistan immediately after the Partition19 

In addition to the forced migration of individuals, violence and confrontation between the 

populations has escalated. As of late, several provinces in both India and Pakistan have seen 

outbursts of violence due to the ethnic clash. Inter-communal violence in the province of Punjab 

(where Hindus live in the west and Muslims in the east) has been compared to retributive genocide. 

20 Because not long has passed since partition and the governments of these nations are relative ly 

new, they have also been completely unequipped to deal with migration waves of such magnitude, 

and large-scale violence and continues to occur on both sides of the border. Estimates of the 

number of deaths vary, with low estimates at 200,000 and high estimates at 2,000,00021. Recently, 

on 6 December 1947, violence between the Hindu and Muslim ethnic groups broke out in the 

Ajmer province of India, precipitated by an argument between the Hindu refugee population and 

local Muslims. A few weeks after, in mid December, another violent outbreak in Ajmer escalated 

to include stabbings, looting and arson resulting in mostly Muslim casualties.22 In Delhi, Muslim 

casualties are as high as 20,000-25,000. Tens of thousands of Muslims were driven to refugee 

                                                                 
19 https://books.google.com.pk/books?id=tGiSBAAAQBAJ&pg=PA6#v=onepage&q&f=false 
20 http://faculty.washington.edu/brass/Partition.pdf 
21 http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/b/butalia-silence.html 
22 https://sdpi.org/publications/files/A-97.pdf 

https://books.google.com.pk/books?id=tGiSBAAAQBAJ&pg=PA6%23v=onepage&q&f=false
http://faculty.washington.edu/brass/Partition.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/b/butalia-silence.html
https://sdpi.org/publications/files/A-97.pdf
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camps regardless of their political affiliations and numerous historic sites in Delhi such as the 

Purana Qila, Idgah and Nizamuddin were transformed into refugee camps.23 

On January 1st, 1948, India brought the issue up with the Security Council, under Article 

35 of the United Nations Charter. Indian diplomats claimed that Pakistani nationals and tribesmen 

had attacked the provinces of Jammu and Kashmir, which -in the Indian government’s perspective-  

were part of Indian territory. India requested the Security Council to prevent Pakistan from 

continuing its actions. The government stated that, despite holding the state's legal accession, it 

was prepared to conduct a plebiscite, or an important constitutional referendum, to confirm the 

people's wishes and abide by its results. In response, Pakistan denied involvement in the conflict 

and made counter-accusations claiming that India had acquired the state's accession by "fraud and 

violence" and that it was  consistently conducting a "genocide" against Muslims. 24  

On January 20th, 1948, the Security Council passed Resolution 39 establishing a three-

member Commission to investigate the complaints. However such a Commission did not 

materialize and become operational until May 1948. Meanwhile, the Security Council has 

continued its deliberations and the number casualties due to the ethnic class continues to rise.25 

2.4 Bloc Positions 

India- The Indian position is that Kashmir belongs to the Indian republic because of the 

Instrument of Accession signed in October 1947, which handed over the princely state to India. In 

addition, the Indian government has claimed that it is willing to carry out a plebiscite, inn order to 

confirm the wishes of the people of Kashmir and abide by their decision, however this plebiscite 

                                                                 
23 http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7312/zami13846 
24 http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/46-51/Chapter%208/46-51_08-16-The%20India-
Pakistan%20question.pdf 
25 http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/39(1948) 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7312/zami13846
http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/46-51/Chapter%25208/46-51_08-16-The%2520India-Pakistan%2520question.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/46-51/Chapter%25208/46-51_08-16-The%2520India-Pakistan%2520question.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/39(1948)
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has not been carried out. Indian government has denounced Pakistan for ethnic violence against 

Hindu refugees and civilians within Pakistan, as well as raids and violence at their border.  

Pakistan- Because the Maharajah was a Hindu ruler of a majority-Muslim kingdom, 

Pakistan rejects the Instrument of Accession. Claiming that the majority-muslim population would 

identify as part of Pakistan if the matter was put up for a plebiscite, Pakistan argues that the regions 

of Jammu and Kashmir should be rules by Pakistan. Pakistani government has denounced India 

for ethnic violence against Pakistani refugees and civilians within India, as well as raids and 

violence at their border.  

United Kingdom, United States, and Allies- The United Kingdom, former colonizer of the 

Indian sub-continent and supervisor of the partition, has allegedly chosen to remain “neutral” in 

the conflict between India and Pakistan; similarly, the United States has verbally identified as 

“neutral” in any confrontations between the two nations. Both the United Kingdom and the United 

States, in addition to the United Nations, have urged Indian and Pakistani governments to attempt 

to find a peaceful resolution to the conflict, and have expressed their concern for the refugee 

populations and victims of ethnic violence that have resulted. Despite their alleged neutrality in 

the conflict, The United States and the United Kingdom have both expressed their concern at the 

possibility of communism spreading into the regions of Jammu and Kashmir, if the territories were 

to form an independent state..  

Soviet Bloc- The Soviet Union, along with the Soviet Bloc, has allegedly chosen to remain 

“neutral” in the conflict between India and Pakistan. Like the United States, the United Kingdom 

and the United Nations, the Soviet Union has urged Indian and Pakistani governments to attempt 

to find a peaceful resolution to the conflict, and has expressed her concern for the refugee 

populations and victims of ethnic violence that have resulted. Despite their alleged neutrality in 
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the conflict, the Soviet Bloc might favor an independent Kashmir, with a new and not-yet-

consolidated government, which would allow communism into the region. Also challenging their 

alleged neutrality in the conflict, Pakistan and other nations have pointed out that the Soviet bloc 

might be somewhat favored by India, as shown by their decision to invite Czechoslovakia to the 

UN Commission on Kashmir (UNCIP)26 

2.5 Discussion Questions 

• What is the basis for India’s claims? What is the basis for Pakistan’s claims? Why are 

they incompatible? 

• Do both nations seeks secular governance? Does one seek secular governance while 

the other seek governance tied to a particular faith? 

• What are each country’s long-term goals in Kashmir? What are the strengths and 

weaknesses (strategically speaking) of each nation? 

• Did partition improve or worsen tensions/violence between ethnic groups? Were the 

economic/strategical gains worth the human cost? 

• Can ethno-religious conflicts in the region be solved through political processes, or is 

something else needed? 

• What interests do other Asian powers (or the international community in general) have 

in the region? How likely are they to support a particular side, or remain neutral in the 

conflict? 

                                                                 
26 

https://books.google.com.mx/books?id=5RtqDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA53&lpg=PA53&dq=kashmir+1947+bloc +
positions&source=bl&ots=yaVM-1sd2w&sig=c2UviJsDOiGPFNF2FBdXlM1Ijc8&hl=es -
419&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6jK7S6YLVAhWE6yYKHcS_BeIQ6AEIVTAJ#v=onepage&q=kashmir%20194

7%20bloc%20positions&f=false 

https://books.google.com.mx/books?id=5RtqDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA53&lpg=PA53&dq=kashmir+1947+bloc+positions&source=bl&ots=yaVM-1sd2w&sig=c2UviJsDOiGPFNF2FBdXlM1Ijc8&hl=es-419&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6jK7S6YLVAhWE6yYKHcS_BeIQ6AEIVTAJ%23v=onepage&q=kashmir%25201947%2520bloc%2520positions&f=false
https://books.google.com.mx/books?id=5RtqDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA53&lpg=PA53&dq=kashmir+1947+bloc+positions&source=bl&ots=yaVM-1sd2w&sig=c2UviJsDOiGPFNF2FBdXlM1Ijc8&hl=es-419&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6jK7S6YLVAhWE6yYKHcS_BeIQ6AEIVTAJ%23v=onepage&q=kashmir%25201947%2520bloc%2520positions&f=false
https://books.google.com.mx/books?id=5RtqDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA53&lpg=PA53&dq=kashmir+1947+bloc+positions&source=bl&ots=yaVM-1sd2w&sig=c2UviJsDOiGPFNF2FBdXlM1Ijc8&hl=es-419&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6jK7S6YLVAhWE6yYKHcS_BeIQ6AEIVTAJ%23v=onepage&q=kashmir%25201947%2520bloc%2520positions&f=false
https://books.google.com.mx/books?id=5RtqDAAAQBAJ&pg=PA53&lpg=PA53&dq=kashmir+1947+bloc+positions&source=bl&ots=yaVM-1sd2w&sig=c2UviJsDOiGPFNF2FBdXlM1Ijc8&hl=es-419&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6jK7S6YLVAhWE6yYKHcS_BeIQ6AEIVTAJ%23v=onepage&q=kashmir%25201947%2520bloc%2520positions&f=false
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2.6 Key Terms 

• Kashmir and Jammu  

• Partition 

• Resolution 39 

• Resolution 47 

• Plebiscite 

• Instrument of Accession 

2.7 Resources 

• https://www.cfr.org/global/global-conflict-tracker/p32137#!/conflict/conflict-

between-india-and-pakistan 

• http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/spotlight/kashmirtheforgottenconflict/2011/06/201

1615113058224115.html 

• http://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2016/09/world/kashmir-conflict-timeline/kashmir-

timeline-snippet.html 

• http://www.bbc.com/news/10537286 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/partition1947_01.shtml 
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3 Topic 3 – Special Topics in Domestic Affairs 

3.1 Topic Overview 

 1948 India begins with the assassination of liberation movement leader, Mahatma 

Gandhi. Following two hundred years of British imperialism, India is finally a free nation, 

although one facing enormous challenges. Once united in the fight against British rule, the vast 

divisions of one of the world’s most ethnically, religiously, and economically diverse nations 

immediately comes to the forefront of the national conversation. The new Indian government 

must deal with huge population movements of Muslims and Hindus, violence between these two 

great religions, a caste system, especially in rural areas of the country, that remains rigid, 

hundreds of millions in poverty. Furthermore, the administrative issues that come with governing 

a nation, let alone the world’s second most populous one are no easy task to conquer, and doing 

so as a new and inexperienced governing body will require caution and time. It is no doubt that 

the Indian state faces huge challenges internally, as well as externally, that must be dealt with, 

and it is up to this body to effectively rule and guide India into a more peaceful and prosperous 

future, one founded upon liberal and democratic values, and one that works to serve in the best 

interest of the Indian people. 

3.2 Historical Background 

 Covering most of the area of modern day India and Pakistan, the Mughal Empire existed 

from the mid-16th century to its final downfall in 1857 at the hands of the East India Company, 

ushering in imperialism and British rule. The Mughal Empire, an Islamic state, was responsible 

for much of the spread of Islam into south and Southeast Asia. Modern scholars argue that the 

decline of this empire began around 1700, as excessive luxury and increasing decadence among 

the elite led to exploitation and mistreatment of the common folk. In addition, Hindu powers 
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began to revolt against Muslim rule, pursuing more independence from the central government. 

As the Hindu people sought more religious independence, it devolved into conflicts with the 

other religious people of power in the country, including clashes with those trying to force them 

to convert to Islam, and the Indian Rebellion of 1857 against the British who were forcing them 

to convert to Christianity. 

 The East India Company began as a privately controlled company, with the British 

government having only indirect control. Operations focused on trade and economic expansion 

in India. The company was given a royal grant in 1600 after being created, and quickly 

established a monopoly on trade with Asia. India quickly became the chief area of trade concern 

for the company, facing competition from Dutch and French rivals. It was the peace provided by 

the Mughal state that allowed for India to become a center of trade, providing secure routes and 

allowing its citizenry to engage in artisan work. Even with the decay of the Mughal Empire, 

independent Indian states were able to provide a secure framework from which Indian trade 

flourished. The increasing dissolution of the Mughal Empire, increased competition with 

competing foreign powers and the start of conflict between and within some new Indian states 

encouraged the East India Company to reframe its role in India. Starting in the 1700’s, the 

company began expanding into the mainland militarily. Conflict with the French East India 

Company resulted in the Carnatic Wars, occurring over roughly the same period as the French 

and Indian War in the United States. The Battle of Plassey in 1757 and the Battle of Buxar in 

1764 cemented the East India Company as a power in the region and resulted in territorial gains, 

namely Bengal. The company continued to expand its rule over several decades, culminating in 

rule over huge swathes of the subcontinent, backed with massive private armies that the 

company employed. Administrative and military control of the subcontinent ended in 1858. The 
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Mughal Empire finally collapsed and the Indian Rebellion of 1857, which the British would win, 

resulted in the Government of India Act of 1858 that establish crown rule and created the British 

Raj. 

 Direct British rule lasted until 1947 when independence was achieved. In that time, the 

British imposed typical imperial rule that disenfranchised the native population in favor of a 

small elite class of British 

transplants and a privileged 

elite among the native 

population who were tasked 

with administrative 

responsibilities. The British 

transitioned the largely 

subsistence agricultural 

production on the 

subcontinent to cash crops, 

built railways and roads, 

irrigated large portions of the land and instituted British policy reforms that targeted housing, 

infrastructure and communication improvements. Although a small Indian middle class did 

emerge under British rule, it is important to note that most advances made were to the benefit of 

British capitalists, citizens, industry and trade, with their effect on the native population being an 

afterthought. It is still widely debated amongst scholars as to whether India benefited 

economically from British rule or not, although it is nearly universally accepted that British 

regime conducted racist and discriminatory policies that disenfranchised the native population. 
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The Indian National Congress, founded in 1885, was the first nationalist movement that sought 

independence from British rule. The Muslim League, also known as the All India Muslim 

League, was later established in 1906 following the partition of Bengal, a majority Muslim area, 

to start organizing the Muslim elite around a common ideology of independence and solidarity. 

 Nationalism increased following Indian participation in World War I as stories of 

heroism were brought back to the subcontinent from Middle Eastern battle grounds. Already a 

leader in the Indian nationalist movement in South Africa, Gandhi arrived in India following 

World War I and the Indian National Congress adopted his method of nonviolence in 1920 that 

would eventually topple the British Raj. It is important to recognize the differences that existed 

between the Congress and the Muslim League, as the League remained adamant that they existed 

as a separate nation within India. Although many did call for independence, there were still many 

in the nationalist movement at this time that argued the benefits of British rule. The emergence 

of the movement led by Gandhi gradually absorbed many of the more radical and revolutionary 

groups that were carrying out work to make India an independent nation. This nonviolent 

movement would continue until the dissolution of the British Raj in 1947 with the achievement 

of full independence. The process towards independence was cemented in 1937 when local 

election results provided the Indian National Congress with power in seven out of eleven Indian 

provinces. Gandhi called for immediate self-rule in 1942, encouraging peaceful civil 

disobedience. Through years of protests, and with smaller rebellion groups emerging each with 

their own agendas worked towards the same task of removing British rule. Behind these 

motivations were a set of goals, all of which called for a liberal government with freedoms and 

policies that would free those who fueled the movement. With the end of World War II towards 

the end of 1945, calls for independence became cacophonous, and with the state of the British 
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Empire post-WWII, sovereignty and partition was finally secured in August of 1947, creating the 

modern nations of Pakistan and India.  

3.3 Current Situation 

 The partition of the subcontinent resulted in massive population movements as millions 

of Muslims evacuated to East and West Pakistan while millions of Hindus evacuated to India. Of 

a total estimated population of 835 million on the subcontinent, approximately 12% of the 

subcontinent is Muslim, 

representing the most 

significant religious minority 

group. The demands of the 

Muslim League were met by the 

partition, or the designation of 

land for a specific purpose, with 

two separate states being 

created to adequately represent 

the population of the 

subcontinent. These population 

movements have resulted in 

escalating violence along the newly established borders, with reports of violent clashes between 

Hindu and Muslim populations.  

 The new Indian government must also incorporate the hundreds of smaller states into the 

new Republic, all of which have their own specific languages, cultures, and policy goals. The 

country must deal with the legacy of imperialism and deal with a litany of problems faced 
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domestically. Illiteracy and lack of education make for a low skilled labor force and a majority 

population that is merely subsisting. Hundreds of millions of people live in dire poverty that is 

being exacerbated by population movements and an administration that is not fully equipped to 

govern the new nation. Much of this comes from centuries of discrimination towards the natives 

from the British who did not allow native peoples to enter in the civil service in significant 

numbers or seek advanced levels of education. There remains an extremely small number of 

people to navigate the governance of the federal structure, let alone more locally based 

government functions.  

 An incredible birth rate will also be a challenge that needs to be looked at as incredible 

population growth may hamper the nation’s ability to adequately provide for an exponentially 

growing population. Lack of technology and low skilled labor will make creating industry and 

advanced agriculture difficult without first vastly improving the educational opportunities 

available to the people. The enormous gulf between the rural and urban areas must also be 

addressed, as the caste system of Hinduism currently has a stranglehold on much of the rural 

population, leading to discrimination and mistreatment. For centuries, millions of people in India 

have lived under the Caste System, a Mughal Empire system of designating the status of 

different people in society. This rigid system has determined the career or job placement for 

millions of people, for generations. This rigid class system of the country must be overcome to 

have a truly democratic nation. Discrimination towards religious minorities, already an issue that 

has turned violent, and discrimination towards dark skinned Indians, primarily in the south of the 

subcontinent, must be addressed as well, as representation in all its forms is essential to a 

prosperous democracy.  
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 With vast national resources, the economic outlook for the country has the potential to be 

extremely prosperous, but only a determined and high functioning administration will be able to 

pull off the economic 

miracle necessary to 

bring prosperity to 

hundreds of millions 

currently facing 

economic hardship. In 

this cabinet, you will 

need to use these 

resources and the 

knowledge of the 

context of our 

predicament to make 

the appropriate governing decisions. As a cabinet you will have a strong level of executive 

power, but a weak precedent to operate on so take every action with caution. Much will need to 

be looked at and cast aside from the legacy of British imperialism in order to create a truly equal 

society that has the ability to benefit all. British functions and styles dominate India, but their 

implementation led to hardship and disenfranchisement for the majority of the population. Only 

through diligence and hard work will these challenges be overcome. 

3.4 Discussion Questions 

• What potential does India have for successful economic growth? 

• What are the main social issues that stand in the way for the future of India? 
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• What institutions from imperialism should be kept in the new Indian democracy? 

• How can the caste system be successfully combatted? 

• What should be the first responsibility of the new state? 

• How should issues effecting minorities be dealt with, specifically for the Muslim 

community? 

• How should former princely states be incorporated? 

3.5 Key Terms 

• Decolonization 

• British Raj  

• Mahatma Gandhi 

• Pakistan 

• Kashmir 

• Indian National Congress 

• Muslim League 

• Indian Civil Service  

• East India Company 
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