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Honorable Representative, 
 
The Command Council of the League of Arab States will be called into session on Thursday, 
April 29th, 1948 at the Stevens Hotel in Chicago, Illinois to discuss matters of national security 
and global importance. The following items have been included on the agenda: 
 
Topic 1 – Creating a Cultural Framework for the League of Arab States  
Topic 2 – Considering the Creation of a Mutual Defense Treaty  
Topic 3 – The Palestinian Question 
 
For your reference, our staff archivists have compiled the following Background Guide to 
provide you with preliminary information regarding the topics that will be discussed in our 
upcoming session. Please read the following Guide and then continue your research in order to 
develop a viable policy platform with which to advise our Head of Government. 
 
Any attempt to disseminate the contents of this document outside of the Cabinet is a gross 
violation of Cabinet protocol and will be dealt with accordingly. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the operations of the committee meetings being held at 
Chicago International Model United Nations (CIMUN), please refer to the CIMUN MUN 
Toolkit which you have been provided. Should you have any questions concerning the content of 
your guide or questions on policy, you may consult with an official from the Department of 
Home Government by sending an email to homegovernment@cimun.org  
 
 
Best of luck,  
 
Abdul Rahman Hassan Azzam  
 
Secretary-General of the League of Arab States 
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1 Topic 1 – Creating a Cultural Framework for the League of Arab 

States 

1.1 Topic Overview 

Following the end of World War II, the European colonial powers which have governed 

the region since the fall of the Ottoman Empire have begun withdrawing their influence from the 

Middle East.  Now, Arab states have risen up and established their own sovereignty.  However, 

these fledgling nations face many challenges as they look to craft their own destiny.  The Arab 

League was formed as a response to these challenges, and to create a venue through which its 

members can work to ensure their collective security.  Military cooperation is but the first step in 

forging a new regional order, and the members of the Arab League still lack a common set of 

goals or blueprints for how to forge a common Arab civilization. 

1.2 Historical Background 

Historically the Middle East has typically been united (either entirely or in parts) under a 

single banner.  Prior to the Great War, the nations of the Arab League were part of the Ottoman 

Empire and had been for several centuries.  In the years prior to the Great War, the Ottoman 

Empire had been beset by political turmoil, and its grip upon the Arab populations within the 

empire began to weaken.  This process of dissolution was finalized following the conclusion of 

the Great War when the Ottoman Empire signed the Treaty of Lausanne in 1923.  Following this 

agreement, the region was divided into a series of mandates overseen by French and British 

governments. 
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 For the Arab people, this did not mean independence, as one foreign ruler was traded for 

another.  The League of Nations quickly established colonial governments in the areas ceded 

by the former Ottoman Empire.  The people of the Arab world soon found themselves ruled 

by British and French governments from afar, and as pieces in a larger set of political 

calculations against Russia.  It was during this time of British administration in Palestine that 

Jewish settlements of Palestine increased dramatically.  Once again, the Arab people were 

cast as servants in their own lands.  Despite this, ideas of Pan-Arabism, the vision for a 

unified Arab nation, continued to persist, and following the Second World War, the Arab 

people would finally realize their rights to sovereignty as British and French colonial powers 

receded from the region. During this same period of time these fledgling Arab states joined 

together to create the Arab League on March 22nd, 1945 with six nations: Egypt, Iraq, 

Transjordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and Syria with Yemen joining in May of 1945.  
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Despite the political landscape of the Middle East now featuring a number of Arab states, 

the vision of Pan-Arabism is not gone and is if anything growing stronger.  Having secured 

their sovereignty, there is now a home for a true Arab civilization to be forged and enriched 

across its member states.  Though colonial powers are no longer directly ruling, their 

influence still threatens the sovereignty of League members, particularly the threat of a 

Jewish state.  The fledgling Zionist state already looks to expand their borders and create 

their own cultural diaspora in the region, with the ultimate intention of making themselves 

the regional hegemon.  The Arab League, though initially formed as a military framework in 

response to Zionism and regional security concerns, is now positioned to be further utilized 

as a platform to foster a common Arab culture and build more robust civic and scientific 

institutions to further unite the Arab world.  Indeed, countering the Zionist state will require a 

unified and rich Arab culture as much as it will a military force.     

1.3 Current Situation 

 On matters of regional security and sovereignty it is tempting to view the challenges 

through the lens of military power alone.  After all, early efforts of Arab sovereignty failed due 

to a lack of military strength relative to the Ottoman, and later, European militaries.  However, 

military strength alone is but one facet of the security equation.  If Arab nations are to safeguard 

their sovereignty, as well as establish themselves as a regional hegemon free of foreign 

influence, they also require a robust and uniquely Arab civilization which can ensure the member 

states of the Arab League are competitive in the sciences, as well as alignment across 

governments in their vision for the region.  Arguably the Arab people, though not belonging to a 

single political state, are a single people through a shared cultural and linguistic heritage.  The 
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Arab League provides an ideal platform for realizing this vision for Pan-Arabism, a culturally 

united Arab people. 

Presently the Arab League offers its member states a military framework around which to 

respond to foreign or regional acts of aggression, such as the Zionist conquest of Palestine under 

the purview of Western powers.  Despite their newfound sovereignty, however, the members of 

the Arab League soon realized military power alone was not sufficient to ensure the sovereignty 

and prosperity of its 

members.  In November 

of 1946 the Arab League 

put in place the Cultural 

Treaty, an agreement 

among the member states 

to individually form 

organizations tasked with 

fostering cultural cooperation among members.  These efforts have so far been primarily focused 

on scholarly exchanges of educators and scientists, unifying educational curriculums, and artistic 

exchanges.  Through these exchanges, it would be ideal to have more similar internal policy 

objectives to further the growth in these areas within each member state. Through unity and 

cooperation, we can grow our economies, further enhance our cultures and strengthen our 

domestic security. Additionally, the treaty called for ensuring resources were made available to 

translating and interpreting cultural works from around the world to ensure Arab scholars are a 

kept apace of foreign intellectual advancements.  The measures of this treaty should be 
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considered a first step in creating a common Arab culture, however, as there remains more work 

to be done and challenges to overcome. 

 Creating a robust Arab culture has not been without challenge, however.  Though Arabs 

largely share a cultural heritage with each other, there can be significant regional differences in 

language, customs, and religion.  Religious differences between members may present one of the 

more substantial barriers to these cultural efforts, and future efforts will need to identify ways to 

create common cause among the various sects of Islam.  If left unresolved, these differences may 

one day pose security challenges for League members if they undermine the common vision of 

preserving sovereignty, and complicate a unified response to the growing Zionist threat.  

Bridging these divides will take considerable planning and effort, but the reward will be tangible.  

A strong, unifying culture will strengthen the League by ensuring member states share a 

consistent vision and set of values, as it will ensure its member states are also strengthened by 

strong, stable societies and wealthy economies.  It will make our nations more educated, 

respected and foster a society with stronger moral. It will also help define our group of states 

with a unique identity that will strengthen all our goals. Without a suitably rich Arab culture, the 

region will remain under threat from European influence and Zionist expansionism. 

1.4 Bloc Positions 

Defining the ideal course of action on forging a common culture will not be as simple as it 

may appear at first glance.  While League members ostensibly are unified by the military 

agreements in place, they remain sovereign states with their own agendas.  The forces acting on 

Arab member states can be divided into those forces coming from outside the region, and those 

emerging from within the member states themselves. 
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Looking inward, Arab member states must recognize that there are deep running religious 

divides that will confound these efforts.  These rifts may lay most clearly along the divide 

between Sunni and Shia Islam.  Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Syria, and Egypt have majorities of their 

population that follow the Sunni branch of Islam, while Iraq and Lebanon have large Shia 

populations.  Any effort to strengthen their common culture must no doubt mitigate or work 

around these fault lines, particularly if cultural exchanges are perceived to favor one sect over 

another.  An additional pressure point will be that the members remain sovereign nations, and as 

such, may at times have conflicting policy agendas.  Educational and scholarly exchanges may 

potentially become contentious issues if members perceive themselves to be handing away 

technological advantages to their peers.  Cultural exchange frameworks must be developed with 

these political challenges in mind. 

 The member states also must contend with the new presence of a Jewish state in 

Palestine. This will present the first cultural crisis that the League of Arab states is forced to deal 

with; following the creation of the United Nations, there is intense pressure to adhere to the new 

international system, but there is tremendous popular pressure from the constituent Arab 

populations to oppose the formation of the Zionist state in Palestine. Many adherents of Pan-

Arabism view the creation of Israel as yet another Western insult to Arab pride. The newly 

formed group must develop a system by which they can both balance international demands and 

the demands of their own populations. 

Externally, the members also continue to face pressure from Western powers. Despite having 

obtained freedom from the colonial yoke, member states of the Arab League are being forced to 

deal with a world that requires ever greater energy resources. Many member states of the League 

are sitting atop the largest oil reserves yet discovered, a fact that European powers are well aware 
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of and eager to exploit. Additionally, the world order following World War II has greatly shifted 

and Western powers are pushing countries around the world to join one power bloc or the other. 

Member states need to quickly decide whether they will support one side or the other, or remain 

entirely neutral as the new balance of power takes shape.  

1.5 Discussion Questions 

• How can the framework for fostering a common Arab culture be further expanded under 

the League?   

• What actions and policies can the Arab League take to ensure that the member states 

become economically prosperous? Can they do this without jeopardizing their 

sovereignty?  

• Although Islam is the prevailing religion of the region, these are sharp differences 

between the sects of the faith – how can these divides be bridged? 

• Regions may also have their own distinct cultural heritage – how can a common effort to 

build an Arab culture also respect and preserve these regional nuances? 

• Despite finally shaking off colonial rule, Western powers continue to seek the wealth of 

energy resources the LAS possesses as well as seeking to co-opt them in to the various 

new Great Power alliances. How will the League of Arab States respond to this new 

political pressure?  

• What actions will the League take in regard to the formation of Israel? Will the League 

give in to international pressure or will it respond to the anger of its citizens? Likewise, 

can the situation be dealt with diplomatically or is a military response the only option?  

1.6 Key Terms 

• Palestinian/British Mandate  



ALCC 1948 

11 
 

• Arab League 

• Arab-Israeli Conflict of 1948  

1.7 Resources 

• http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-15747947 

• https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/arab-league 

• http://www.jstor.org/stable/4321863?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents 

• http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/cultural-treaty-of-the-arab- league 

• https://books.google.com/books?id=gQ_WCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA173&lpg=PA

173&dq=Arab+league+cultural+treaty&source=bl&ots=2h__f3D-

zh&sig=lQyU-

XmgLtIERd4mIBdipHuJK4U&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjhwsiCmITVA

hUk_4MKHVVxCbYQ6AEITDAG#v=onepage&q=Arab%20league%20cult

ural%20treaty&f=false  
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2 Topic 2 – Considering the Creation of a Mutual Defense Treaty 

2.1 Topic Overview 

Article 52 of the United Nations Charter, first in Chapter VII on “Regional Agreements” 

states that said organizations must at least have the means for: 

“Dealing with such matters relating to the maintenance of the international peace and security as 

are appropriate for regional actions.”  

The Charter implies regional “arrangements” include an inherent responsibility to attempt to 

settle regional disputes before referring them to the Security Council. This perspective, contested 

at first, was ratified by UNCIO in 1945 supports the argument that only organizations with 

effective mechanisms for dealing with regional disputes through a collective security agency, can 

qualify for international recognition as a regional organization and the Dumberton Oak Proposals 

give countries with a tradition of collective action…”the right to defend themselves in case the 

Security Council failed to maintain peace. 1 In the League of Arab State´s Charter signed March 

22 1945, the closest Article dealing with regional security is the 6th that states: 

“In case of aggression or threat of aggression by a State against a member State, the State 

attacked or threatened with attack may request an immediate meeting of the Council. The 

Council shall determine the necessary measures to repel this aggression. Its decision shall be 

taken unanimously.”2 

On November 29th 1947 the U.N. General Assembly passed a resolution calling for the division 

of Palestine and allowing a Zionist state to be created. This is a firsthand affront against our half a 

million Palestinian brothers who now have to answer to the 20-25% of the Zionist population and 

                                                                 
1 MacDonald, Robert, “The league of Arab States A Study in Regional Organization”, Princeton, 1965.  
2 http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/arableag.asp.  Charter of the Arab League. March 22 1945. (Yemen 

enters May 4 1945) 
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as we prepare for the British Mandate departure on May 15 this League will have to decide on the 

best approach to retaking the land that belongs to us Arabs.  

In order to do this we must all intervene since it’s a direct threat to regional stability and 

security. But in order to do so, we must be understanding of how will our military´s cooperation 

would be agreed upon. A collective Army could allow a clear command of all our forces, a clear 

strategy on how to defeat the impending Jewish State and most importantly show the world the 

unity among the Arab world.  We are about to engage in a War that should pose no real struggle 

but a war nonetheless and this could be the opportunity to truly unite as Arab Nations and develop 

an true Arab Army made up of all under a Central Command set up by this organization that could 

potentially incorporate non state members such as Hajj Amin Al.Hussayni, Mufti of Jerusalem, 

Palestinian irregular forces, contingents from other Arab Countries, Yugoslavian Muslim 

Volunteers or any true Arab willing to fight for the liberation of our people. The importance of 

this topic relays on the cooperation degree we are willing to commit and how to deal with the 

Palestine situations as whole or rather as independent efforts. 

2.2 Historical Background 

The concept of an integrated Arab is based on a shared culture and historical experience 

dates to the Islamic Caliphates under the disciplines of Mohammed. Modern Arab Nationalism 

arose in opposition to the Ottoman Rule and nineteenth century policies attempting to impose  

Turkic language and cultures on Arab subjects. During WWI, the Sharif of Mecca took charge of 

an Arab revolt against the Ottoman alongside British Forces who assured them their support for 

the establishment of independent states. However, the Arabs were disappointed by the British who 

instead signed the Sykes-Picot Agreement in 1916 carving up the Arab Land for their exploit. 3  

                                                                 
3 Master, Jonathan, Aly Sergie, Mohammed, “The Arab League”, October 21, 2014, 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/arab-league 
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It was only in 1946 that the first British Military Mission to train Saudi personnel for the 

regular Saudi army was completed. Saudi Minister of Defense Prince Mansur Ibn Abdulaziz 

expressed his ‘gratification at the standards attained during the courses’. Iraq Prime Minister Nuri 

Pasha reached out to Saudi Arabia regarding their position towards Syria towards and a potential 

union with Palestine and Tans-Jordan after the end of the French mandate. King Ibn Saud insisted 

that he did not support any union of this kind. He claimed that ‘the uniting of these people under 

one central government is a proposal so full of difficulties that it would prevent Harmony. Both 

Ibn Saud, together with Syrian nationalists resisted Hashemite desires to spread their influence 

over the newly independent Syria.     

Post WWII the Arab states have been confronted with a vast choice of allies, rivalry 

between the Western and Soviet blocs has contributed to a certain degree to the economic and 

social dissatisfaction among Arab nations which is rapidly growing and could eventually result in 

disorders if existing Governments persist in their policy or regional apathy. The Arab world has 

emerged exceedingly more important in the international arena that at any previous period in 

modern times and has constantly presented the United Nations with more problems than any other 

regional array. Due to the emerging importance of oil and its discovery in the region, it has been 

the focus of many international empires for a long time, and this in turn has created many of the 

conflicts that are now at the forefront of international and regional discussion. The future of the 

Arab World relies on how its people and its Governments react to new world conditions and their 

recent acquisition of national responsibility. United they are better able to withstand security, 

political and economic interference of great powers and confront any imperialist ventures 

potentially arising from the international rivalry. In 1938 King Ibn Saud pledged loyalty to Britain 

and dismissed ‘rumors’, which Britain received allegedly from Syria and Iraq. British officials in 
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Jeddah challenged Ibn Saud with news that people in the northern town of al-Jauf were smuggling 

weapons to the rebels in Palestine. Ibn Saud dismissed these rumors but stated: 

‘I am a liar if I say to you that there is a bit in my body that does not want me to fight the Jews but 

Britain is the ultimate judge in Palestine and it is in the interests of the Arabs to remain loyal to 

Britain.”4 

The League was conceived as an instrument to carry out Arab views and upholding their 

interests against Britain in Egypt and Palestine and France in Syria and Lebanon. The creation of 

the Arab league, favored by Britain, relies on its member’s sympathy and cooperation on the basis 

of common interests rather than an ephemeral “divide and conquer” policy. Nevertheless, Britain´s 

differing position towards individual Arab States has created rifts among each member´s projected 

role in the region.  The newly acquired self-determination can only be achieved on a permanent 

capacity as long as it is enjoyed among all Arab states. 5  

2.3 Current Situation 

Moving forward while it is unclear which course we will take in response to the current 

actions, it is very likely there will be military action taken in the near future. Due to this there is a 

clear need for an understanding on how the Palestinian intervention shall transpire in terms of 

military logistic. At a recent meeting on Feb 28th 1948 the Arab League´s political committee 

decided that no members can sign a military pact with any foreign powers without the approval of 

the League. Syrian Prime Minister Jamil Mardam Bay suggests that a military alliance should be 

created before one is consummated with Britain who have been pursuing alignment with particular 

states such as Egypt, Trans-Jordan and Iraq.6 Following this meeting when the Committee 

                                                                 
4 Al Rashid, Madawi , “Saudi Arabia and the 1948 Palestine War beyond official history, 
https://www.scribd.com/document/112709966/Saudi -Arabia-and-the-1948-Palestine-War-Beyond-Official-History 
5 Boutros Ghali Bey, Gueffry, “An Arab Sets Out the Aims of the Arabs”, New York Times, May 11 1947. 
6 “Arab League urges joint agreement”, New York Times, February 23 1948. 
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reconvened on April 10th an important discussion among the Political Committee was whether the 

Trans-Jordan Arab Legion should occupy Palestine but face with support yet certain reservations 

of worrying fellow Arab nations. Lebanon and Syria are wary of a potential annexation into the 

so-called “Greater Syria” and their occupation would become permanent. Both are willing to agree 

as long as the intervention is done under Arab league supervision and creates a coherent response 

to the popular support among people in the Arab States for their governments to take a stance. 

They are demanding for an Arab League declaration against Palestinian annexation and instead a 

separate Arab state. A prevention of military escalation could be reached by acceptance of the 

United States proposal for a temporary trusteeship in Palestine under the Arabs provided that the 

Jewish Haganah, Irgun Zvai Leumi and the Stern group lay down their arms and non-Palestine 

born leaders be expelled from the country.7 Regardless of the action taken, preparation will be 

necessary and is currently underway. 

As anticipation for the impending conflict the Arab League on April 30 th supported the 

creation of the Arab Liberation Army consisting of around 4,000 Arab Volunteers under command 

of King Abdallah, trained in southern Syria and on the ground control by Fawzi-al Qawukji. This 

Expeditionary force should be enough to keep the Jewish Army in check while the bulk of the 

individual armies stay in their respective nations in a support capacity but fully prepared to 

intervene the day after the British Mandate expiration. They have been infiltrating Palestine since 

early January and setting up defense positions as well as aiding the Palestinians effort to block 

roads. Additionally, they have a region that has already been liberated by the Haganah, who are 

preparing for an attack and have already opened the Tel-Aviv Jerusalem road. In Kastel heavy 

fighting is underway for the control of the city and last April 9th, Abd Qadir al-Huseyni, one of the 

                                                                 
7 Currivan, Gene, “Arab Chiefs favor move by Abdullah”, New York Times, April  10 1948.  
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most experienced Holy War Army military commanders was KIA and represent a major blow to 

the forces led by the Jerusalem Mufti Hajj Amin al Huseyni.8  

2.4 Bloc Positions 

2.4.1 Kingdom of Trans-Jordan/Iraq 

The Partition Plan presented King Abdallah the opportunity to solidify his position as a forceful 

player in the Middle East and exert his power in the West Bank. Palestine represents a piece of 

greater Syria, where Hashemite influence  has been compromised after the French expelled 

Abdullah´s brother Faysal after a brief time as King of Syria. The role the Hashemite’s played in 

the fight against the Ottoman Empire in WWI to preserve Arab lands gave Abdullah a certain 

credibility in maintaining influence in the Arab Palestine. The Kingdom of Trans-Jordan wants to 

stay clear of upsetting the British whose support has been vital to creating their structured Arab 

Legion and consider the best option to prevent military escalation for them to be assigned control 

of Palestine while welcoming peaceful Zionists.9 While rather small, the Arab Legion is the best 

trained and most professional elite army among all Arab States.  

2.4.2 Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Lebanon 

There´s no denying of Jordan´s ambition towards the West Bank and how newly acquired 

territory as well as a potential military victory will push forward their regional agenda. Egypt is 

attempting to be the balancing force against this Jordanian expansion plan. King Farouq presents 

reservations to intervene directly but understands that domestic unrest and an increased influence 

of the Hashemite Kings of Transjordan and Iraq would minimize his role in the Arab world. This 

distrust between the Hashemites and the Al-Saud whose demise in the Hijaz did not end the enmity 

                                                                 
8 Shlaim, Avi, “The War for Palestine”, Cambridge, 2001.  
9 Caldwell, Johanna, “Inter Arab Rivalry and the All Palestine Government of 1948”, http://www.palestine-

studies.org/jq/fulltext/192927. 
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and mistrust between the House of Saud and the House of Hashem. In fact this enmity, more than 

any other factor, shaped the way the Saudi leadership dealt with not only the Palestinian crisis but  

also the monarchs of Iraq and Trans-Jordan. Riyadh decided to send 3,000 Arab volunteers to help 

the Palestinian Mujahidin and support general Qawukji and pay for 20% of the cost of the military 

operations.   

Presidents Shukri al-Quwatli and Bechara el Khoury of Syria and Lebanon are wary of 

Abdallah intention for a “united” Arab World and understand that weakened states could prompt 

them for an annexation of their territories. The Lebanese army is by far the smallest with only 

3,500 strong and were willing to join the other armies and attach through Galilee. El Khoury 

understands that risking military personnel would for it could turn Lebanon as an easy target for 

the Greater Syria mindset personified by King Abdullah and would have to depend solely on 

support of Egypt, Saudi Arabia and potentially the Arab League.10 

2.5 Discussion Questions 

• When victory is reached, how will the Arab League divide the liberated Palestine? 

• If personnel and resources supplied to the Arab Liberation Army not be enough, how will 

the individual armies intervene and form a united Strategy? 

• What are the Pros and Cons for each nation of a collective Defense Treaty? 

2.6 Key Terms 

• UNCIO  

• Haganah 

• 1947 Partition Plan  

• Arab Legion Army 

                                                                 
10 Karsh, Efraim, “The Arab-Israeli Conflict: The Palestine War 1948, Osprey Publishing, 2002.  
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• Holy War Army 
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3 Topic 3 – The Palestinian Question 

3.1 Topic Overview 

This committee is a cabinet of various ministers from the Arab League Command Council 

that formed in 1948 to address the conflict between Arab states and the newly formed state of 

Israel. One of the main focal points of the conflict was the Question of Palestine. Immedia te ly 

following the formation of the State of Israel, Arab states reacted to try and secure Palestine as an 

independent Arab land. In a historical context, although the conflict occurred in 1948, many 

underlying issues have still not been able to be resolved. Your job as a minister representing your 

country in the Arab League Command Council is to prevent Palestine from becoming a Jewish 

state while maintaining your country’s general interests. 

3.2 Historical Background 

Tensions between the Arab residents of Palestine and the Zionists movements began during 

the Ottoman era, after the 1880s. The immigration of European Jews to Palestine had been steadily 

increasing and therefore increased the number of Jewish communities in Palestine. In 1917, 

Palestine was conquered by the British forces and the British government issues the Balfour 

Declaration. The Balfour Declaration stated that the British government gave public 

acknowledgement and support of Zionism and the establishment of a Zionist state in Palestine 

under British protection.1 Then, the Faisal-Weizmann Agreement in 1919 promoted Arab-Jewish 

cooperation on the development of a Jewish national homeland, although this just served to 

exacerbate tensions even further. A catalyst to the conflict was the British promise to give both 

Arabs and Jews land from the mandate. However, they claimed to have never promised to give 

either side all the land, further escalating tensions and confusion. Eventually this and the tensions 



ALCC 1948 

23 
 

gave way to violence such as the 1920 Nebi Musa riots and the 1921 Jaffa riots. To assuage the 

Arabs, the British created an Arab Emirate of Transjordan that was roughly 77% of the mandate.  

However, this was not enough. In the 1930s, tensions reached a boiling point. The rise of 

Adolf Hitler as well as Pogroms in Russia created a new level of urgency to create a haven for the 

Jewish population. However, a new cohesion from Arab nationalism fought this. As a result, the 

evident intentions from the Zionist movement caused fiercer resistance and attacks from the Arab 

population. This was shown in the 1929 Hebron massacre, the activities of the Black Hand and 

culminated in the Arab revolt from 1936-1939.2 In response to this, the British government limited 

the number of Jewish immigrants to 

Palestine for their safety. However, 

this caused further tensions in the 

region because Jewish entrants to 

Mandatory Palestine were now 

considered illegal. In 1936, the Peel 

Commission, a British Royal 

Commission of Inquiry, was formed. 

In 1937, it gave a report that split the state of Palestine into two. It would give the Arabs control 

over all the Negev, the West Bank, and Gaza, while the Jews gained control of Tel Aviv, Haifa, 

present-day northern Israel, and some surrounding areas. The British in turn, would remain in 

control of Jaffa, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and some surrounding areas. While the Zionist Congress 

approved of the report as a basis for more negotiation, the Arab council rejected it outright while 

continuing to demand the cessation of immigration and land sales to Jewish people.6  
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3.3 Current Situation 

Now we get to the present situation. Eventually the British asked the newly formed UN to 

resolve the issue diplomatically and on May 15, 1947, the GA created the United Nations Special 

Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP).3 After five weeks, the 

committee reported on a majority and minority plan. The 

majority plan was a Plan of Partition with Economic Union 

while the minority proposed The Independent State of 

Palestine.4 Eventually, with minor changes, the former was 

adopted. This sparked the 1947-48 Civil War in Mandatory 

Palestine. The United Kingdom have been firm in its intent ion 

to terminate the mandate on May 14. However, President 

Truman has made a statement that UN trusteeship is the answer as it is clear the issues in Palestine 

will not be resolved by partition. President Truman was proven right with the continued Haganah 

offensives for the past two months. A few weeks ago, the 

Haganah have launched multiple military offensives in 

which they have already gained control over all the territory 

allocated to the Jewish state by the UN.  As of the present 

day, the British Mandate has elapsed and David Ben-

Gurion, the head of the World Zionist Organization has 

announced the establishment of the Jewish State of Israel. 

In response to this declaration, you, the League of Arab 

States have publicly said that your governments feel “compelled to intervene for the sole purpose 

of restoring peace and security and establishing law and order in Palestine.”5   
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Furthermore, as a collective group of nations you are disappointed and threatened at the 

precedent such an action sets. It once again is representative of how the international community, 

specifically the rest, is meddling in the affairs of other regions due to the aggressive influence and 

domestic interests. While peace and security are the goal in the region, it is clear that it will not be 

possible if such a blatant act is allowed to go on unopposed or without an appropriate response.  

3.4 Bloc Positions 

3.4.1 ALCC: Arab bloc 

As the ALCC, you are meeting with other ministers to devise a plan of attack and strategy 

regarding multiple facets of the Arab-Israeli conflict. For the question of Palestine, the goals of 

the ALCC are very clear. The ALCC wants to limit the migration of the Jewish people into 

Palestine as well as stop the continued concession of land to the new Jewish state. On a larger 

level, the ALCC wants to make sure that Palestine is established as a recognized independent Arab 

state. Accomplishing these goals are difficult, but doable. To do this, the ALCC must show formal 

Arab unity and secure the support of the rest of the world. 

3.4.2 Israel bloc 

 The first international body to consider when devising a plan of attack should be obvious. 

After the nearly half a year of fighting in the 1947 Civil War, many in the international community 

viewed it as a decisive Jewish victory where the Palestinian Arab military was defeated handily 

and the Jewish Haganah militia evolved into a unified army. Furthermore, much of the 

international community is on the side of Israel after World War II and the Holocaust. As 

Palestine is a way for Israel to gain legitimacy. As a result, Israel is already ahead in achieving 

international recognition. How can Palestine be independent if it can’t even defend itself properly?  
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Since Israel’s legitimacy is largely opposed due to the conflict, it seeks to end it swiftly with what 

it considers to be their sovereign land as well as gain admission into the United Nations.  

3.4.3 USA  

 The United States recently expressed their desire for a temporary trusteeship be put into 

place for Palestine rather than immediate partition. When President Truman suggested this, 

however, the Jewish leadership rejected the proposal. Currently, they feel that any overt military 

action from an outside force is frowned upon and will lead to denunciation. After World War II, 

they feel that the Jewish people should have a place to call their own and is slightly aligned with 

them. However, as with any international state, alliances and agendas change.  

3.4.4 UK 

 Originally, the British supported the creation of a Zionist homeland. However, after the 

struggle and strife they have had to deal with for the past quarter century, they are at their wit’s 

end. As a result, they followed through with their termination of the mandate and left Israel and 

you to deal with Palestine on your own. This was further shown from their limited involvement in 

the Civil War as they continued to prepare for their departure. Now, they do still support the idea 

of a Jewish state, however they won’t do much in the way of military assistance.  

3.4.5 USSR 

 The shaky alliance between the West and the Soviet Union quickly fell apart due to a 

difference in ideologies. The USSR’s strict regulation based on communism coupled with its 

totalitarian government meant that for the foreseeable future, the West and the USSR will not see 

eye to eye. Their immediate goal other than domestic affairs, is to proliferate the practice of 

communism. With the Marshall plan and the policy of containment from the United States, the 

USSR are in a rush to gain influence over other parts of the world. The USSR is a powerful friend, 
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but beware that they don’t take complete control and undermine all that you have been working 

for.  

3.5 Discussion Questions 

• What are the main objectives of the ALCC? 

• There are many different paths that the ALCC can take to reach these objectives. What are 

some of the unique measures the ALCC can take to accomplish them? 

• How can the ALCC secure the support from other world powers? 

• How does the ALCC balance the influence foreign powers has on its interests and region? 

• How can you justify intervention to the international community? 

• How can you gain international allies? 

3.6 Key Terms 

• Zionism 

• ALCC 

• Palestine 

• Balfour Declaration 

• British Mandate of Palestine 

• Haganah 
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