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Welcome to the International Press Delegation! The IPD produces 
CIMUN’s print and online newspaper, The Chronicle , which is 
distributed to all delegates attending CIMUN. This year, we are also 
strengthening our partnership with CIMUN’s TV news source, 
TeleMUNDO — formerly CNN, to offer more multimedia coverage of 
the conference. 
 

As press delegates, you will have access to all of the committees that 
CIMUN has to offer. You are encouraged to watch debates, interview 
delegates and follow votes to cover breaking news. 
 

You don’t have to be an expert writer to be in the IPD. Your talented 
editors will guide you through interviews, news writing style and 
tweeting #Breaking news. Above all, we are here to help you learn on 
your feet while covering CIMUN at your own pace. The IPD is much 
different than any committee you may have been on before, so I would 
like to offer the following tips: 
 

1. Bring a laptop/tablet, if you have one. Journalists today are 
expected to file reports from wherever they happen to be. The 
faster you can get a typewritten story to an editor, the more 
relevant your reporting will be when it’s published. (If you don’t 
have one of these devices, don’t sweat. We will have computers 
you can use as well.) 

2. Read the news. When you read news regularly, you will see 
news writing style in action and international stories will be 
easier to follow. 

3. Research. The more you know about the topics up for debate 
(check out the Background Guides), the more prepared you will 
be to ask questions and uncover more depth in your stories. 

 

First Assignment 
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Your first assignment, to be submitted to ipd@cimun.org by 
November 28th at 8 a.m., will help us determine your beat and will 
prepare you to be a press delegate. Complete all of the following steps: 

1. Read a news story that analyzes a recent development of global 
concern. This could be the nuclear deal with Iran, the movement 
of refugees in Europe, or any situation in which the UN might 
be involved. Pick something that interests you. 

2. Then, interview one or two of your school’s delegates (avoid 
close friends) about their assigned country’s position on this 
development. Ask open-ended questions for better responses. 
Quotes should be attributed to “the representative from 
[country],” but you should also include a simple list of your 
sources (URLs and names) at the end of your story. 

3. Finally, write a story of 200 to 400 words that blends good 
quotes from your interview and background information from 
the story you read to report how that country might handle the 
situation. You should find yourself cutting unnecessary words 
and quotes to meet the word limit. Try to condense the story as 
much as possible while covering the Who, What, Where, When, 
Why and How. 

Your completed story is due by November 28th at 8 a.m. via email 
attachment to ipd@cimun.org.  Please submit your story as a Google 
Drive or Microsoft Word document. Do not send your story as a PDF. 
I do not expect this assignment to take, in total, more than 3-4 hours of 
your time. If you experience difficulty in completing it, please email me 
at the same address. 
 
I look forward to meeting you in December! Please feel free to contact 
me with questions or concerns. 
 
 
Michael McCarthy 

 
Executive Editor, International Press Delegation, CIMUN XIII 
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