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MEDIA RELEASE
LA CHARGERS GM TOM TELESCO TO SPEAK AT 46TH 

CIF-SS PRESS CONFERENCE AND LUNCHEON, PRESENTED BY THE 
CHARGERS

LOS ALAMITOS — Los Angeles Chargers General Manager Tom Telesco will be the keynote speaker 

at the 46th CIF Southern Sec  on-Ford Football Championship Press Conference and Luncheon, presented 

by the Los Angeles Chargers on Monday, November 21. 

The luncheon will be held in the East Locker room at the histroric Rose Bowl, site of the 2022 Division 

1 Final, beginning at 11:00 a.m. and will feature the 28 remaining fi nals teams in 11-person football as 

well as the Division 1 8-person championship school and the two fi nalists in Division 2.

It is only open to the media and those interested media members must RSVP via email to Mrs. 

Anita Fopma (anitaf@cifss.org) in the CIF Southern Sec  on offi  ce no later than Noon Sunday, November 

20. 

“We are honored to have Tom Telesco from the Los Angeles Chargers as our featured speaker this 

year”, stated CIF Southern Sec  on Commissioner of Athle  cs Rob Wigod. 

“Tom is an avid fan of high school football, so it is great to have him share his insights with players 

and coaches from the best teams in the Southern Sec  on this season”, added Wigod.



PR #11 - PRESS CONFERENCE LUNCHEON - TOM TELESCO
2-2-2

- MORE -

TOM TELESCO  
With a keen eye for acquiring talented players, Tom Telesco is in his 10th season as General Manager 

of the Chargers..
Hired by the Chargers in January 2013 at the age of 40, Telesco became the youngest general 

manager in team history. Telesco immediately helped the Chargers return to the playoff s in 2013 with a 
roster that featured 25 players who joined the team prior to or during the season. He also put together 
a 2018 squad that  ed for the AFC’s best record with 12 victories and won an AFC Wild Card matchup 
in Bal  more. Telesco worked closely with President of Football Opera  ons John Spanos to hire Brandon 
Staley as the 17th head coach in franchise history in 2021.

Telesco and the Chargers selected Northwestern tackle Rashawn Slater in the 2021 NFL Dra   with 
the No. 13 selec  on. Slater went on to be named a starter in the 2022 Pro Bowl, the fi rst rookie tackle 
selected to an all-star game in nearly a decade. The rookie was part of an off ensive line that protected 
second-year quarterback and 2020 fi rst-round selec  on Jus  n Herbert to turn in the best passing season in 
Chargers history, se   ng franchise records in passing yards (5,014), passing touchdowns (38), comple  ons 
(443) and 300-passing yard performances (nine).

In 2020, Telesco made a pair of fi rst-round choices, selec  ng two Professional Football Writers 
of America All-Rookie Team honorees in Herbert and linebacker Kenneth Murray Jr. In 15 starts, Herbert 
sha  ered the rookie passing record books, earning consensus Off ensive Rookie of the Year honors and 
winning the NFL’s Off ensive Rookie of the Month award in October and November. His record-se   ng 
31 passing touchdowns also made Herbert the youngest quarterback in history to throw 30 scores in 
a single season (22 years, 299 days old). The Oregon product helped the Chargers close out the season 
with four-straight wins, including three of them in a row where he led the team on a game-winning drive 
in the fourth quarter or over  me. Murray, who started all 16 games for the Bolts, registered a Chargers 
rookie-record 107 tackles.

His fi rst dra   in 2013 featured Keenan Allen, the eventual Off ensive Rookie of the Year from the 
PFWA. In 2017, the wide receiver broke the Chargers’ single-season recep  ons record and posted the 
second-most receiving yards in team history en route to being named the NFL Comeback Player of the Year 
and earning his fi rst Pro Bowl nod. Allen has been named to the Pro Bowl the last fi ve seasons, caught at 
least 95 passes in each of those, the second-longest streak in NFL history.

Over his nine years with the organiza  on, Telesco has dra  ed six players in the fi rst round that 
went on to make a Pro Bowl with the team in Jason Verre  , Melvin Gordon III, Joey Bosa, Derwin James 
Jr., Jus  n Herbert and Rashawn Slater.

Telesco also has a proven track record with undra  ed free agents. His fi nds have been highlighted 
by running back Aus  n Ekeler — who  ed for an NFL-high 20 scrimmage touchdowns in 2021 — out of 
Western State Colorado, Pro Bowl special teamer Adrian Phillips and deep-threat and 1,000-yard receiver 
Tyrell Williams. In Telesco’s tenure with the Bolts, 23 undra  ed rookies have been on the team’s roster 
on Kickoff  Weekend.

On top of his rookie acquisi  ons, Telesco has brought in some of the top free agent talents in the 
NFL. Casey Hayward blossomed into one of the top corners in the league, making back-to-back Pro Bowls 
in 2016-17 while tackle Russell Okung, center Mike Pouncey and, most recently, center Corey Linsley made 
the Pro Bowl in their fi rst seasons with the team. This off season, Telesco acquired 2016 NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year and six-  me Pro Bowl outside linebacker Khalil Mack in a trade with the Chicago Bears.

A na  ve of Buff alo, N.Y., Telesco prepped at St. Francis High School in Athol Springs, N.Y. Days prior 
to Super Bowl XLVIII in January 2014, which was co-hosted by New York and New Jersey, Telesco was 
recognized for his accomplishments on the fl oor of the New York State Senate by Senator Timothy Kennedy.

A  er gradua  ng from St. Francis, Telesco played wide receiver at John Carroll University in Ohio. 
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TELESCO (Cont.): He was a starter on the Blue Streaks’ 1994 Ohio Athle  c Conference Championship team, 
and two of his teammates at John Carroll were Chris and Brian Polian, sons of Bill Polian, a 2015 inductee 
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

While a  ending John Carroll, Telesco spent four summers (1991-94) as a training camp intern 
with the Buff alo Bills. At that  me, the elder Polian was the Bills’ general manager. Polian le   Buff alo for 
Carolina in 1994 and a  er Telesco graduated from John Carroll with a degree in business management 
in 1995, Polian hired him to work in the Panthers’ scou  ng department. In 1998, Telesco and Polian 
moved on to Indianapolis, where Telesco would spend his next 15 NFL seasons as a college scout, pro 
scout, director of pro scou  ng, director of player personnel and vice president of football opera  ons. He 
worked in Indianapolis during Peyton Manning’s en  re career with the Colts and later was part of the 
team that brought Andrew Luck to the Colts with the fi rst pick of the 2012 NFL Dra  . Telesco also was 
involved in Colts dra  s that featured four-  me Pro Bowl running back Edgerrin James, fi ve-  me Pro Bowl 
wide receiver Reggie Wayne, Dwight Freeney — a seven-  me Pro Bowler as a Colt and two-  me All-Pro 
selec  on — and 2007 NFL Defensive Player of the Year Bob Sanders.

Telesco’s tenure in Indianapolis was one of the most successful eras in team history. The Colts played 
in two Super Bowls, including a victory over Chicago in Super Bowl XLI. From 1998-2012, the Colts won 
154 regular-season games, eight division  tles and they appeared in the playoff s 12  mes. Indianapolis 
set a then-NFL record with 12 or more wins in seven-consecu  ve seasons and they won an NFL-record 
23-straight regular-season games during the 2008-09 seasons. Their 115 regular-season wins from 2000-
09 set a then-league record for wins in a single decade.

In 2015 and 2018, Telesco was invited to be a speaker at the NFL’s Career Development Symposium 
in Arizona. The program, a  ended by nearly 70 coaches and front offi  ce execu  ves, was designed to 
engage aspiring head coach and general manager candidates. Telesco was one of only two ac  ve general 
managers invited to address par  cipants at the symposium. He is also the co-chairman of the NFL General 
Manager Advisory Commi  ee.

- END-


