
210. PHYSICAL ASSAULT OF A GAME OR EVENT OFFICIAL 
A.  Student 

Any student who physically assaults the person of a game or event official shall be banned from 
interscholastic athletics for the remainder of the student’s eligibility. A game or event official is 
defined as a referee, umpire or any other official assigned to interpret or enforce rules of 
competition at an event or contest. A student may, after a lapse of 18 calendar months from the 
date of incident, apply for reinstatement of eligibility to the CIF State Executive Director. 

 
 B. Coach 

Any coach who physically assaults the person of a game or event official shall be considered to 
have violated Bylaw 22 (Conditions of Membership) and, pending action by the building 
principal, subjects the member school to sanctions or loss of standing as a member. When a 
coach allegedly assaults a person of a game or event official it is mandatory that the 
principal/designee notify the CIF Section Office within 48 hours (excluding holidays and 
weekends) after the receipt of the assault report notification. The competing schools and officials 
will be required to file written reports within 10 days of the incident. After reviewing the 
material, the principal of the school involved will be required to respond to the respective CIF 
Section Office concerning his/her investigation of the incident. 
 

C.  Spectator 
Any spectator who physically assaults the person of a game or event official immediately prior 
to, during, or immediately following an interscholastic athletic contest shall be permanently 
banned from attending interscholastic athletic contests. A game or event official is defined as a 
referee, umpire or any other official assigned to interpret or enforce rules of competition at an 
event or contest.  School administration and/or athletic staff shall immediately notify their local 
CIF Section Office and CIF State Office whenever the school has knowledge of an assault on a 
game official associated with an interscholastic event in which their school participated or of an 
assault occurring on their school’s grounds associated with an interscholastic athletic contest.   

 
NOTE #1: Definition of a Physical Assault: A physical assault is the intentional infliction of or 
an attempt to inflict a harmful or offensive touching or contact upon the person of an official. 
Note that the rule is violated even if no contact is made with the person of an official. Such 
conduct shall include verbal threats and/or intimidation either or before, during or after the 
contest. All that is required is the “attempt.” However, the act constituting the attempt must be 
accompanied by a specific intent, which may be inferred from the circumstances and nature of 
the act, to inflict a harmful or offensive touching contact of the official’s person.  

 
NOTE #2: A person assaulting a sports official may also be subject to California Penal Code 
243.8 which states the following:  
(a) When a battery is committed against a sports official immediately prior to, during, or 
immediately following an interscholastic, intercollegiate, or any other organized amateur or 
professional athletic contest in which the sports official is participating, and the person who 
commits the offense knows or reasonably should know that the victim is engaged in the 
performance of his or her duties, the offense shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding two 
thousand dollars ($2,000), or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding one year, or by 
both that fine and imprisonment.  
(b) For purposes of this section, "sports official" means any individual who serves as a referee, 
umpire, linesman, or who serves in a similar capacity but may be known by a different title or 
name and is duly registered by, or a member of, a local, state, regional, or national organization 
engaged in part in providing education and training to sports officials.  

 
For Immediate Implementation 


