
 
 

TO:    CIF SOUTHERN SECTION PRINCIPALS  

           CIF SOUTHERN SECTION ATHLETIC DIRECTORS   

         

FROM:   MIKE MIDDLEBROOK, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

 

SUBJECT:  CIF SOUTHERN SECTION BEACH VOLLEYBALL 

 

DATE:  NOVEMBER 17, 2021  

 

As we prepare for our inaugural season of CIF Southern Section Girls Beach Volleyball this 

Spring, I thought it would be best to provide you with information on what is/will be taking place 

over the next several weeks/months.  As a reminder from our Summer Eligibility Workshops, we 

are asking schools to please register your Beach Volleyball teams in CIFSSHome this year, form 

leagues with schools from your existing league or form new Beach Volleyball leagues, and then 

hold a League Finals tournament at the conclusion of the regular season in April.  Based on the 

number of schools registered this school year, with at least one pairs team, we will know if we 

have met the minimum threshold of 20% of our member schools fielding Beach Volleyball in 

order for our section to conduct a CIF Southern Section Beach Volleyball Pairs Championship 

Tournament in the 2022-2023 school year.   

 

Below are several of the frequently questions I have received, along with my responses, which I 

hope will be useful to you as you make your decisions on forming a program.  If you have 

additional questions, please feel free to contact me and I am happy to assist you. 

 

1. What will constitute a beach volleyball team? 

A minimum of 1 pairs team.  That will indicate to our office that your school has 

registered for Beach Volleyball this school year. 

 

2. What format of competition will be used for league and/or CIF postseason? 

League competition will be up to individual leagues.  We envision the CIF Southern 

Section Beach Volleyball Pairs Championship Tournament to be like a League Finals 

tournament of pairs tennis. Schools with more established teams could have multiple 

pairs competing in matches against other schools using the iVBL or CBVA model or 

some will use an NCAA college model when playing in head to head matches.  Schools 

will make individual decisions regarding those formats.  We believe we are probably a 

few years away from reaching the 20% threshold needed for a team championship event. 

 

3. Will there be a CIF Southern Section playoff this year? 

No. there will not be CIF Southern Section Beach Volleyball Pairs Championship this 

current school year.  As stated, we must get to the minimum 20% of our member schools 

offering the sport before we can conduct a championship event in that sport.  This year, 

we hope that schools simply identify at least one pairs team, enter them into whatever 

events are set up (tournament opportunities, League Finals or cross league events) and 

then compete in preparation for a championship tournament in 2022-2023 at the earliest.   



 

4. Does playing CIF beach volleyball take away the ability to play club beach volleyball? 

No. Like Cross Country and Track & Field student-athletes, Beach Volleyball players 

will be allowed to compete for their high school and club at the same time following CIF 

Bylaw 600.G (unattached competition). During the designated high school Beach 

Volleyball season, a student or pair who wish to participate in a non-CIF Beach 

Volleyball event would need to do so as an unattached participant, meaning they could 

not represent their high school, club or any other organization.  For example, they would 

need to enter as “Sally Smith” and “Jenny Jones”.   

 

5. How many players can a school have on its beach volleyball team? 

That is up to each individual school.  More established schools may have several pairs of 

players and could have more than one level (Frosh, JV, Varsity), while some schools may 

only have one or two pairs and one level.   

 

6. What uniform will be required for beach volleyball? 

Players will be required to wear an indoor style matching uniform with a number on the 

top of the jersey.  A tee shirt or tank top jersey is acceptable. Bikini style uniforms and 

bra tops will not be permitted in CIF high school events.  Players can elect to wear short 

sleeves or long sleeves in identical colors.  Players can wear shorts, leggings, spandex 

shorts, etc. in identical colors. 

 

7. How many events can a student participate in? 

            At this time for this season players/teams can compete in 15 matches.  
 

8. Is there an official beach volleyball that must be used for high school competition at this 

time? 

 No.  Currently the CIF Southern Section has not adopted or partnered with a 

 manufacture.  The process to select a beach volleyball will begin during the Spring of 

 2022.  A selected ball will not be required until the Spring of 2023 at the earliest. 

 

  

I hope this information is useful to you in the time ahead and if you have any questions, or I can 

help you in any way at all, do not hesitate to contact our office.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Middlebrook 

mikem@cifss.org  
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