
I AM THANKFUL
Now that the Thanksgiving Weekend has passed, I would like to refl ect on what I 

am thankful for. Like you, it begins with family and friends who enrich our lives and 
remind us of what is most important to us. On a personal note, I am thankful for the 
opportunity and pla  orm I have as the Commissioner of Athle  cs for the CIF South-
ern Sec  on, the important work I have the privilege to do in service to the young 
people we are so fortunate to serve and the incredibly dedicated staff  who I have 
the honor to work with each and every day who partner with me on this journey 
toward perfec  on. I con  nue to believe that we are always looking forward, always 
seeking new and be  er ways to do what we do, and I pledge to you that we will con-
 nue on that mission for as long as I am here. With that said, I am also thankful for…

Fall Sports Championships – With the comple  on of our Football Championships last weekend, all our 
team sports championships have concluded. Girls Individual Tennis con  nues this week and then we will be 
fi nished with our Fall Sports Championships for 2021. I am thankful that we were able to conduct these cham-
pionships, especially for our student-athletes in the sports of Girls Volleyball, Boys Water Polo, Football and 
Boys/Girls Cross-Country who did not have full regular seasons or the opportunity to compete for Sec  on, Re-
gional and State Championships in 2020. What a credit to them, their coaches, Athle  c Directors and Principals 
who con  nued to work through all the obstacles that were in front of them in the eff ort to come roaring back 
from the disappointments of a year ago. I was able to a  end championship events in each of these sports, as 
well as Girls Golf and Girls Team Tennis, and see fi rst-hand the smiles, the sheer joy of compe   on, the exhil-
ara  on of victory, and yes, the sadness in defeat that were all on display. I took away from those experiences 
the high level of commitment and perseverance exhibited by our student-athletes which should serve as an 
inspira  on to us all and mo  vate us to do all we can to support them. 

Apprecia  on – As I had hoped during the  me when educa  on-based athle  cs were shut down; once we 
were able to facilitate the return of high school athle  cs, we would see a heightened apprecia  on for how 
special our programs are from those in a  endance at our contests. I felt at the  me of the shut-down there 
might be people who took for granted how special educa  on-based athle  cs is because it had always been 
there. With it gone for a while, there is no doubt that we were missed, and I am thankful that our student-ath-
letes are ge   ng the chance to compete in front of people who truly have an increased apprecia  on for the 
hard work and extra eff ort they put into each contest. I am thankful that what we had hoped for during darker 
 mes has become a reality when the lights came back on.

Winter Sports – I am thankful that our Winter Sports have begun on schedule and are progressing nicely 
through the beginning of their seasons. As with the Fall Sports listed above, there are student-athletes in Girls 
Water Polo and Boys/Girls Individual Westling who did not get full regular seasons or championship opportu-
ni  es at the Sec  on/Regional/State levels. We must do everything in our power to do the same for our Winter 
Sports student-athletes, as we did in the Fall, because we owe that to them. I know you join me in your resolve 
to see that happen as well. 

As November leaves, and the end of 2021 nears, I am thankful we will fi nish this year much be  er than we 
started it back in January. Let that momentum keep building into 2022!          

As always, I am thankful to you for your help and support, it is truly appreciated.

All the best,

A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSIONER


