
 1 

 

KEY DEVELOPMENTS 

 Heavy rains that began in December 2016 have caused widespread flooding and 

landslides that have affected approximately 1.1 million people, primarily in northwestern 

Peru, according to the Government of Peru (GoP).  As of April 19, the GoP reported 

that severe weather and related natural disasters have resulted in more than 110 deaths, 

injured up to 400 people, and displaced as many as 184,000 people.  The areas with the 

highest numbers of affected people include the La Libertad, Lambayeque, and Piura 

regions.   

 The GoP is coordinating response efforts, including repairing infrastructure to improve 

access to affected populations and providing relief commodities.  As of late April, the 

GoP has made substantial repairs to nearly 300 bridges and 2,000 miles of roads that were 

destroyed by flooding and landslides.   

 In late March, USAID/OFDA activated a 17-person response team to assess the scale of 

humanitarian need and infrastructure damage in Peru and to coordinate USAID/OFDA-

supported humanitarian assistance efforts.  As of April 24, the U.S. Government (USG) 

had provided nearly $3.3 million to support GoP-led relief efforts.    

 In support of USAID/OFDA-coordinated relief activities, DoD and State/INL 

facilitated the air transport of humanitarian assistance and personnel to isolated regions in 

Peru between April 6 and 19.  As of April 19, DoD had successfully completed its two-

week mission to provide air transport of priority humanitarian commodities from the 

capital city of Lima to affected areas in northern Peru.  DoD-supported flights carried 

approximately 328 metric tons (MT) of relief supplies to La Libertad, Lambayeque, and 

Piura. 

                                                                                            
1 USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) 
2  U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) 
3 U.S. Department of State Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (State/INL) 

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING 

FOR THE PERU RESPONSE IN FY 2017 

USAID/OFDA1 $532,384 

DoD2 $1,620,162 

State/INL3 $1,136,994 

$3,289,540 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Flooding affects approximately 1.1 

million people throughout Peru  

 

 GoP-led efforts to repair 

transportation infrastructure increase 

humanitarian access to severely 

affected northern regions 

 
 24 DoD-supported flights transport 

more than 328 MT of relief assistance 

to flood-affected communities 
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HUMANITARIAN ACCESS, DISPLACEMENT, AND SHELTER 

 As of April 19, flooding and related disasters destroyed at least 41,000 houses and damaged 240,000 additional houses, 

according to the GoP National Civil Defense Institute (INDECI).  The GoP continues to conduct infrastructure 

repairs, including to damaged roadways and bridges, to improve overland response activities.  Piura remains the most 

affected region, where more than 347,000 people—approximately 32 percent—of flood-affected, people reside.  

 The GoP Regional Emergency Operations Center also noted the ongoing need for sanitation facilities at displacement 

sites.  USAID/OFDA staff, including a technical shelter advisor, continue to assess affected communities, coordinate 

with GoP authorities, and meet with humanitarian partners to meet priority shelter needs. 

 

FOOD SECURITY  

 The GoP is responding to the food needs of flood-affected communities.  As of April 7, nearly 120,000 households in 

Piura, Lambayeque, La Libertad, and Lima were experiencing food insecurity, according to INDECI.  The GoP has 

provided affected households with emergency cooking kits, including nearly 3,800 pots and 74,000 kitchen utensils. 

 The GoP Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation—in coordination with regional governments—is repairing damaged 

dikes and supplying additional water pumps to support regional government efforts to drain standing floodwaters from 

farmlands.  INDECI reports at least 85,000 hectares of agricultural land throughout Peru sustained damage, including 

nearly 25,000 acres of destroyed crops. 

 

 

HEALTH AND WASH 

 Recent flooding deteriorated health and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) conditions in vulnerable communities, 

according to humanitarian actors operating in affected regions.  USAID/OFDA partner the Pan American Health 

Organization (PAHO) reported that the severely flood-affected region of Piura is experiencing a high incidence of 

dengue fever and leptospirosis cases; PAHO confirmed nearly 900 cases of dengue, and reported more than 5,400 

suspected cases as of April 11.  Additionally, PAHO reported 180 cases of leptospirosis in Piura during recent weeks, 

representing a 29-fold increase compared to the same period in 2016.  PAHO is also implementing education 

campaigns in affected areas to encourage communities to support vector and larval control and mitigate the spread of 

disease.  USAID/OFDA has provided PAHO with $200,000 to respond to flood-related health and humanitarian 

coordination needs in Peru.  

 The GoP and humanitarian partners are working to increase sanitation facilities at displacement sites and increase the 

provision of safe drinking water through tankers and cisterns.  Although incidence of dengue fever has increased in 

flood-affected areas, the GoP Ministry of Health (MINSA) reported on April 19 that levels of mosquito-borne disease 

are within manageable levels.  In addition, MINSA reported that local health care personnel have the capacity to treat 

the current diarrheal disease caseload and that area hospitals have sufficient supplies of medications. 

 To mitigate potential water and sanitation hazards resulting from flooding and displacement, USAID/OFDA partners 

the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) and Save the Children/U.S. (SC/US) distributed hygiene kits 

and safe drinking water to more than 700 households between April 11 and April 23 in La Libertad and Lambayeque.  

During the distributions, ADRA and SC/US conducted hygiene promotion and safe water treatment trainings.  In 

addition, USAID/OFDA partner CARE provided hygiene kits to 500 households in Piura in early April.  

 

 

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AND RELIEF COMMODITIES 

 In response to the widespread flooding, the GoP had distributed more than 6,500 MT of relief supplies to vulnerable 

populations as of April 17, according to INDECI.  To facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance, the GoP 

continues to repair flood-affected infrastructure throughout Peru, prioritizing bridges and roads.  Recent repairs have 

improved humanitarian access to vulnerable regions and decreased the transport time required to move emergency 

assistance overland.  
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 As of April 19, DoD had successfully completed its two-week mission to provide air transport of priority humanitarian 

commodities from Lima to affected areas in northern Peru.  A total of 24 DoD-supported flights transported 

approximately 328 MT of food, water, WASH, and shelter supplies to La Libertad, Lambayeque, and Piura since the 

initiation of flood-response activities on April 6.   

 

 

OTHER HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

 As of April 1, the international community had contributed more than $7.5 million to support flood response efforts in 

Peru, including nearly $2 million from the European Union and $1.5 million from the Government of the People’s 

Republic of China.  As of April 19, international donors, including the governments of Bolivia, Colombia, and 

Venezuela, had provided approximately 230 MT of humanitarian assistance, INDECI reports. 

 The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies recently released a revised Peru Emergency 

Appeal that seeks $4.76 million to provide disaster risk reduction, food security and livelihoods, shelter, WASH, and 

other humanitarian assistance in flood-affected areas. 

 On April 10, the UN launched a flash appeal for $38.3 million to meet the humanitarian needs of 320,000 people in 

flood-affected communities along the northern, coastal areas of Peru between April and October; donors had funded 5 

percent of the appeal—approximately $1.7 million—as of April 24.   

 The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)—a pooled humanitarian fund established and managed by the UN to 

support sudden-onset and underfunded emergencies—has allocated approximately $5 million towards humanitarian 

response projects in Peru through various UN agencies and non-governmental organizations to address outstanding 

humanitarian needs, such as education, food security, health, humanitarian protection, shelter, and WASH.  
 

CONTEXT 

 Months of heavy rains have resulted in widespread flooding and landslides throughout Peru, affecting an 

estimated 1.1 million people.  In response, USAID/OFDA provided an initial $100,000 for the local procurement 

and distribution of emergency relief commodities, such as hygiene kits, to flood-affected populations.  As of late 

April, USAID/OFDA had provided a total of more than $500,000 to respond to the Peru floods.  

 USAID/OFDA deployed humanitarian staff to Peru on March 21 to meet with local government agencies and 

partner organizations, assess flood-affected areas, and support coordination of response 

activities.  USAID/OFDA staff in Lima, Peru; Washington, D.C.; and San José, Costa Rica; continue to monitor 

the situation in coordination with the U.S. Embassy in Lima. 
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1 Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds.   

 

 

PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION   

 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations 

that are conducting relief operations.  A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for 

disaster responses around the world can be found at www.interaction.org. 

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in 

the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse 

space); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken 

region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 

 USAID Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.orgor +1.202.821.1999. 

 Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at 
http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work 

USG HUMANITARIAN FUNDING FOR THE PERU RESPONSE IN FY 20171 

IMPLEMENTING PARTNER ACTIVITY LOCATION AMOUNT 

USAID/OFDA2 

ADRA WASH La Libertad, Lambayeque  $100,000  

CARE WASH Piura $150,000  

PAHO 
WASH, Health, Humanitarian 
Coordination and Information 

Management  

La Libertad, Lambayeque, Piura, 
Tumbes 

$200,000  

SC/US WASH Lambayeque $50,000  

Program Support Costs     $32,384  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA FUNDING $532,384  

    DoD 

DoD Logistics Countrywide $1,620,162  

TOTAL DOD FUNDING $1,620,162  

 
   State/INL 

State/INL Logistics Countrywide $1,136,994  

TOTAL STATE/INL FUNDING $1,136,994  

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN FUNDING FOR THE PERU RESPONSE IN FY 2017 $3,289,540  
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