COMMUNITY CARE GROUP GUIDE
OCTOBER 15, 2017
Welcome to the third Sunday set aside for Communities and Community Care Groups. There
are now 4 more designated Sundays for Communities and Community Care Groups to meet
before Advent – today, October 29, and November 12 and 26. We are now at the 5th
Commandment in the series on the 10 Commandments.
Hopefully you have begun to settle into a rhythm for the season. It is entirely up to each
Community what will happen, but it is hoped that opportunities given will be used and that
energies will go to fulfill all four purposes of Communities: fellowship, pastoral care,
discipleship and mission. In order to explore those purposes further each Community will be
involved in an exercise that will help to reinforce the four purposes and that will also help
each Community to see where they are putting their energies. After today both Community 1
and Community 14 will have completed the exercise. Questions will be forthcoming to each
leadership team based on the results of the exercise. The results and subsequent questions
will provide fodder for further Community discussions.
There are three options for discussion presented in this material, plus some creative
“connecting” questions for people to get comfortable with one another. Option 1 includes
ongoing questions that communities can use to determine where God is calling you as a
community during this season or the coming season. Option 2 includes questions about the
CCRC go! Team’s building proposal. Option 3 includes questions about the current sermon
series. Leaders are asked to go through these materials ahead of time and use them to
prepare a discussion for the meeting times.
(Note: sermons can be accessed online at ccrc.on.ca/sermons, and MP3s of the services can
be requested from the church office. At the moment it is not possible to have sermons online
on the same day they are preached.)
Beginning Your Time Together (If this is your first time together try some of these. If you
have done some of these already, you may move ahead or perhaps pick up on one of the
points you have not covered. It never hurts to have opportunities for people to get to know
each other better than they already do.)
1. Spend some time with some connecting exercises (good for all ages). Here are some
suggestions:
•

Put coins on a table and have each one pick up a coin and look at the date. Ask
them to tell you where they were in that year and what was going on. Put coins
back on table and repeat.

•

Perhaps someone in your group is aware of some sort of game you can play that is
fun and helpful for introductions.

•

Talk about your week. What did you do and what did you experience?

•

What book have you read lately and why would you or would you not recommend
it?

•

What movie did you see lately and what do you remember?
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•
2.

Any sci-fi lovers in the group? Ask them what is it about sci-fi that captures their
attention?

Our God displays time and again, in scripture and in our lives, His awesome power;
greater power than any other god we could follow. Take some time to go around your
group and share a "WOW God" moment, whether a grand event or a quiet moment,
that you experienced this past week.

Prayer Whichever of the three options you choose to discuss as a community, ask God to bless
your conversation and grow you as a community through it.

Option 1 - Things to consider throughout the season of Community Care Groups (Some of
you may have already spent some time on this, but others of you may be meeting for the first
time. Whether it is your first meeting or not, these and questions like them ought to be part
of your ongoing discussions in your Community and in your Community Care Groups.)
1.

Knowing your Community: Take some time to think about the CCRC Community you
are in. Who is in that Community? Can you name everyone? Who are you missing?
What have you done to reach out to them?

2.

Community Needs: Take some time to list some of the needs in your CCRC
Community, if known. If not known, what can you do to become more informed about
the needs in your CCRC Community? What are some creative ways in which to
minister to the needs of those in your CCRC Community?

3.

Geography: Are you aware of the geographic area in which members of your CCRC
Community reside? Could you describe it? Are you aware of opportunities or needs in
your geographic community as part of the Region of Waterloo or outside the region?
What are some things you can do to become aware of the opportunities or needs in
your geographic area?

4.

Missionaries: Are there any global mission opportunities that your group may want to
connect to? Think of the missionaries we support in various parts of the world. Are
there ways in which your Community or CCG can connect with one of our
missionaries?

5.

Mission Projects: Community 1 got together a group of people to for a service
project to Manitoulin Island and Daystar Ministries. They just completed their work
this past Friday. Is your Community up for the challenge of putting together a team to
do something like what Community 1 has done?

6.

Community Worship: Some Communities have begun to host informal worship
services in people’s homes. What would it look like for your Community to host a
worship service? Are there ways you could reach out to your community through
worshiping together?

7.

Community Expectations: Ask different people in the room to share some of their
thoughts and expectations for the Community Care Group this season.
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8.

Intergenerational Ministry: If you have children in your group or other youth, talk
about the ways in which they can also participate in the CCG meetings. What may you
have to give up or add?

9.

Elder/Deacon Nominations: If you have an elder or deacon who is in their final term,
have a conversation about leadership. What is your community looking for in a leader?
Have your elder and deacon talk about their service over their term. What are the
joys and challenges of serving in this way? How have they been blessed? How have
they grown in their faith? (note: a draft list of which officebearers will be retiring in
2018 will be determined at the October Council meeting).

Prayer: As you think about this season take the opportunity to spend some time in prayer
about the plans you have made for your Community Care Group and about your CCRC
Community as well as the geographic area in which you find yourselves. Pray that the Lord
would open doors of service not only in the CCRC Community, but also in the broader
community around you. Include people of all ages. Such prayer can be done early in your
gathering or at the end of your time together. You will need to plan some time if members of
the group are going to be involved in prayer. Waiting until the very end often cuts prayer time
short because it encroaches upon eating time or departure time.

Option 2 - CCRC go! Building Proposal
1. History of CCRC: Look at the history and timeline of CCRC at the beginning of the
proposal. What jumps out at you about the history of CCRC? What surprises you about
the history of this church? What things did you learn that you didn’t know before?
Many people in this congregation have lived through this history—ask people in your
community to share stories of these major milestones in the history of the church.
2. Ministries of CCRC: This building proposal was developed after careful consultation
with the leaders of the various ministries and programs of CCRC. Do you know how the
building is used throughout the week? Ask people in your community who are involved
in weekday ministries how this building proposal meets the specific needs of their
ministry.
3. Communities of CCRC: This building proposal was developed with an eye toward
making it more useful for the 12 communities. What ways could your community could
make use of the various rooms in this building expansion?
4. Mission of CCRC: Community CRC’s mission statement is: “Growing in relationship
with God, each other, and our community.” How does this building proposal help us as
a church in fulfilling our mission?
5. Building Proposal: Look at the building proposal together. What excites you about this
proposal? What concerns you? Pass these reflections along to council.
Prayer: As you discuss the CCRC go! Team’s building proposal, close out your time with prayer.
Pray for the go! Team, the officebearers of the church, and the leaders of the various
ministries of CCRC. Finally, pray that God will continue to bless his church with growth!
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Option 3 - Reflections on the 10 Commandments
1. Do you know all 10 Commandments? Try it! Go around the circle and see if you can
recite the 10 Commandments in order. Start with one person saying the first and then
have the next person recite the second and so forth and see how far you get before
getting stuck. Include everyone!
2. We have now learned hand signals for the first 3 Commandments. Does anyone
remember them? Practice it a few times. Each time you get together during this series
practice the signs so that by the end you will know all 10 hand signs.
3. If you have children from grade 4, 5, or 6 in your group ask them what they talked
about in their sermon discussion this morning or last week. What strikes them about
the commandments?
4. Last week Pastor Amanda read the story of Jesus healing a crippled woman on the
sabbath. Read the story from Luke 13:10-17(consider reading from a children’s Bible).
How does Jesus challenge the Old Testament understanding of Sabbath practice? Did
you grow up with certain Sabbath practices? Share with the group. What are your
current Sabbath practices? Why do you think our rest/play so important to God? What
are ways that you can honour the sabbath in your own life?
5. This morning Pastor John read the story of the boy Jesus in the Temple. Read the
story from Luke 2:41-52 (consider reading from a children’s Bible). How do Jesus’
actions and teachings challenge our typical understanding of submission to authority?
What about the apostles’ teachings (cf. Romans 13, I Peter 2:13ff)? Does scripture
demand an unquestioning submission to authority? Or are there times when rebellion
against authority is not only allowed, but demanded? Think of the positions of
authority held by members of your group (parents, employers, officebearers, role
models, mentors, older siblings, etc.), what are ways that you can exercise your
authority well? Think of positions of authority over you, what are ways that you can
honour them?

Prayer
For your closing prayer time, it’s always a good idea to go around the circle and let
everyone who is willing share what is on their hearts. Be sure to include children as
well. Let everyone who wants to pray have a chance to pray. If you want, you may
close your time together by singing a song or reciting the Lord’s Prayer together.
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