
Open 

We are in a new series on the topic of Apologetics.  Apologetics is an old word that simply means in our context, the 

defense of the Christian faith.  Started last week looking at the evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus.  This morning, 

looking at why we believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God.  Next week, how can we say Jesus is the only way, and 

then, fourth week, is there a conflict between faith and science.  And then I mentioned we’d probably do a fifth week, 

which we will, as a kind of open forum, “Stump the Pastors” session, put us pastors up here on stools and field other 

questions people have.  And then, I’ve actually now decided to add a sixth Sunday, on how to share the gospel.   

Morning’s Topic 

So, that’s where we’re headed.  But this mornings topic is how can you believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God?   

Now, let me start with a bit of a disclaimer here.  Last week I said that the Resurrection was perhaps the most important 

of our topics in this series, because you can’t really be a Christian if you don’t believe in the Resurrection.  Same is true 

for next weeks topic, Jesus being the only way, that also is critical to come to terms with, because if Jesus isn’t the only 

way, if there are other ways, like living a really good life, the gospel is destroyed, and Christianity as a belief system 

collapses.   

This week’s topic is different.  You can become a Christian without believing that every word of the Bible is the Word of 

God.  Now I DO believe that every word of the Bible is the inspired Word of God and in just a moment I’ll share why I 

believe that and how you can help someone else reach that conclusion, but that’s not the goal here when you’re 

dialoging with someone who is considering the Christian faith.   

Apologetics is part of Evangelism – and the goal of Evangelism is not to prove you’re right and they are wrong – or in 

this mornings context, to get someone to concede that the Bible is the Word of God.  Rather the goal of evangelism is to 

help people receive the free gift of salvation through faith in Christ and to embrace Jesus as their Lord.  The goal of 

discipleship, on the other hand, may be to help someone come to the place of accepting all of the Bible as the Word of 

God, but that is for someone who has already surrendered their lives to Jesus, is part of helping them to grow to 

spiritual maturity.  But coming to that conclusion, that all of the Bible is the Word of God is not a prerequisite to 

becoming a Christian. 

So if you’re sharing with someone, and they have a hang up with the Bible, or certain parts of the Bible, your goal should 

not be to try to get them to accept all of the Bible as God’s Word, rather it should be to lead them to Jesus.   

However, because our arguments for the resurrection and for the claims of Christ are dependent upon the testimony of 

the Bible, we do need to be prepared to defend the integrity of the Bible, and also because belief in the Bible as the 

Word of God is part of our core beliefs, be ready to give reasoned arguments for what we believe… 

The Line of Reasoning 

So, with that said, let me first just give you an overview of the general line of reasoning I take when it comes to showing 

why we believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and why we believe it is “authoritative”.   

I start with simply trying to show that the gospel accounts, chiefly Matthew, Mark and Luke, are generally reliable 

historical documents.  I table the whole question of is it the inspired Word of God, and I invite someone to consider 

them just as they would any other document of ancient literature.  In doing so, which I’ll give you the evidence in a 

moment, we can clearly show that the gospel accounts are at least generally reliable historical documents, that they do 

record the actual words of Jesus, the miracles, his claim to be God, and ultimately his death and resurrection. 

Then, with the record of the evidence validated and verified, we can look at the evidence.  We can look at the claim of 

Christ to be God, knowing that he really did make that claim.  And we can look at the evidence for the Resurrection, 

which validated His claim that He is the Son of God.   



If then Jesus is the Son of God, then he is Lord.  And if he is Lord, that means He is our authority.  And based on the 

gospel accounts, again just treating them as generally reliable historical records of what Jesus did and said, we know that 

Jesus took his authority and gave that authority to his apostles, and also promised them that the Holy Spirit would come 

upon them and would bring to their remembrance everything he said and taught, and that the Holy Spirit in them would 

use their words to lead people to faith in Christ.  And so the words of the Apostles, which is what the New Testament is, 

the Apostolic writings, are authoritative based on Jesus’ authority which he gave to his disciples (John 14-17).  And we 

can also conclude that the Old Testament is also the inspired Word of God, because Jesus affirmed that the entire Old 

Testament is the inspired Word of God. 

INTEGRITY - of the gospel accounts 

So that’s an overview of the line of reasoning I take, and again it all starts with first establishing the INTEGRITY of the 

gospel accounts as generally reliable historical documents, so let’s begin there.  To do so, we apply to these documents 

the same criteria that scholars would apply to any ancient document.  We look for internal evidence that these are 

reliable historical documents and we look at external evidence.   

Internal Evidence 

For the internal evidence we look for things like: 

1. Does the document claim to be an eyewitness account? 

2. Does the document contain irrelevant details (details you would not include if you were making something up)? 

3. Does the document contain self-damaging material (does it put the author or the heroes of the account in a 

negative light – i.e. a realistic light)? 

4. Are the documents reasonably self-consistent? 

5. Is there evidence of legendary additions? 

When we take this criteria of internal evidence and match it up against the gospel accounts, we find the gospel accounts 

hold up as totally reliable documents of history.  Let’s go through them. 

Are they eyewitness accounts?  Luke says in his introduction to Luke that he has researched the facts and talked to the 

eyewitnesses themselves.  Matthew and John were both eyewitnesses to the events as disciples of Jesus.  And Mark, 

was a young associate of the Apostle Peter, so his gospel was the memoirs of Peter, also an eyewitness. 

Do the gospels contain irrelevant details?  Tons of them.  Too many to enumerate.  I’ll just give you my favorite one – 

during one of Jesus’ resurrection appearances, he calls to his disciples who are fishing to cast their nets on the other side 

of the boat, and they have this huge catch of fish, realize it’s Jesus and scramble to shore as quick as they can.  Then it 

adds, they caught 153 fish.  Who cares how many fish they caught – it’s irrelevant, to anyone but a fisherman probably – 

but oh, that’s in John’s gospel and he was a fisherman – so I guess that makes sense.  Those kinds of irrelevant details 

are all through the gospel accounts, things you would include because it’s part of the record of what happened, but 

meaningless details you wouldn’t include if you were just making the whole thing up. 

How about does the gospel accounts include self-damaging material?  Again, lots.  Shows Peter denying Jesus three 

times.  Shows Thomas doubting.  Has women as the first witnesses (looked at that last week – if you were inventing the 

story you, in that culture, would not cast women as the first to witness the Resurrected Jesus).  

Is it reasonably self-consistent?  Very much so.  Each of the gospel accounts give slightly different perspectives because 

you’re seeing things through four different sets of eyes, but all of the gospels taken together paint a consistent picture 

of the basic details of what happened. 

And is there any evidence of legendary additions?  Looked at this a bit last week too when I compared the gospels in 

the Bible with a later forgery the Gospel of Peter which does have the markings of a legend – like people not acting 

surprised or fearful at the miraculous.  But in the four gospels you have people acting like you would expect – shock, 



disbelief, fear.  C.S. Lewis for whom ancient literature and myth was one of his fields, said, I’ve read a lot of legends – 

and whatever else the gospel accounts may be, that is not what these are. 

External Evidence 

So that’s the internal evidence, but you also look at external evidence when seeking to verify the historical reliability of 

an ancient document.  Some of the external evidence you look for are these: 

1. Is there a motive for lying or fabricating the events? 

2. Do other sources confirm the events? 

3. Is there archeological support? 

4. Do contemporary writings falsify the accounts? 

So let’s look at these.   

Is there a motive for lying?  No… they all died for it. 

Do other sources confirm the events?  Yes, there are external sources that speak of some of the events in the gospel 

accounts:  Tacitus, Suetonius, Josephus, Thallus and Pliny to name a few of the more notable. 

Is there archeological support?  For the last two hundred years or so, there has been attempts to discredit Christianity 

based on archeology.  The end result though has been to strengthen the integrity of the Bible.  Over and over again, the 

Bible is eventually vindicated, even if it’s brought into question at first.  For example, for a while it was believed that 

Luke made up the whole birth narrative in Luke 2 because it speaks of a census taken during the time when Quirinius 

was governor of Syria, and historically it became known that Quirinius was governor in AD 6, well after the birth of 

Christ, nor was there any record of a census.  But since then, other discoveries have been made that show there were 

many such census taken, and also that the record of Quirinius as governor of Syria in AD 6 was actually his second term 

as governor.  Luke’s account has been vindicated. 

And how about do contemporary writings falsify the accounts?  No they don’t.  We looked last week for example that 

though Christianity was birthed in a hostile environment, and though there are plenty of writings attacking the Christian 

movement, its’ enemies did not deny the empty tomb, nor did they produce a body of a dead Jesus.   

So when applying the same kinds of criteria to the New Testament documents that one would apply toward other 

documents of ancient literature, the New Testament holds up well. 

Textual Criticism 

But it also holds up in another very significant way, in a field of science called “textual criticism”.  Textual Criticism is a 

systematic method used by scholars to determine if what we currently have in our copies of the ancient documents is 

accurate – is what was actually written by the author – or have things been lost in translation or in the copying process.  

We have hardly any originals of ancient documents, they are all copies.  But the more copies you have, the better 

chance that you can determine what the text was in the original, because you can compare copies and find the errors.  

Also, the older the copies the better, the closer they are to the date of the original the better.  And when you use this 

science of textual criticism and compare the New Testament with other documents of the ancient world, no other 

document comes close to the integrity of the New Testament.   

Work When Written Earliest Copies Time Span (yrs) No. of Copies 

Herodotus 488-422 BC 900 AD 1300 8 

Thucydides c. 460-400 BC 900 AD 1300 8 

Tacitus 100 AD 1100 AD 1000 20 

Caesar’s Gallic War 58-50 BC 900 AD 950 9-10 

Livy’s History of Rome 59 BC – 17 AD 900 AD 900 20 

New Testament 40-100 AD 130 AD (full manu-
scripts 350 AD) 

300 5000+ Greek,  
10,000 Latin,  
9,300 Others 



 

We can be reasonably assured that what we have in the New Testament are the actual words recorded by the Apostles 

and that they are reliable historical documents of the life, teachings, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Modern Scholarship 

Now, one thing I’ll just add here.  Every year it seems, around Christmas time, CNN or Time magazine or some other 

news outlet will put out a report, that modern scholars have determined what Jesus really said, or didn’t say, or 

whatever.  Discovering the Real Jesus.  Ignore those – they are totally bogus.  Because here’s what they do – they start 

from the presupposition that miracles and the supernatural are impossible, and so any account of a miracle or the 

sayings around the miracle event, they dismiss as fabricated, even though all the normal criteria that you apply to any 

ancient document holds up.  And they date things based on the presupposition too that there’s no such thing as 

prophesy.  For example, they date the gospel accounts as late in the 1st century, about 50 years later than when they 

were really written.  You want to know why?  Because Jesus predicted the destruction of Jerusalem and the destruction 

of the temple.  He made that prophesy in around 30 AD.  The gospels were written around 50 AD.  And the prophesy 

was fulfilled in 70 AD when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple.  And so for that reason alone, scholars will 

date the gospels as having been written after 70 AD, because scholars assume that the writers must have put that 

prophesy into the mouth of Jesus in reaction to Jerusalem being destroyed.  Ignore all those shows on “Finding Jesus”. 

I’ll tell you where you can find him.  Right here!  In the New Testament, in this undeniably reliable historical document.   

AUTHORITY – of the Bible as the inspired Word of God 

And so when we come to the question of the authority of the Bible as the inspired Word of God, we can follow my line 

of reasoning I presented earlier.  If the New Testament documents are indeed a reliable record of what Jesus said and 

did, then we have a verified record of the evidence, and from that evidence we can conclude that Jesus was the Son of 

God, died and rose again, and is our Lord and is our authority.  And knowing, from the gospel accounts, that Jesus 

transmitted his authority to his disciples, then the writings of the apostles, which is the New Testament, also has 

authority, is inspired, God-breathed, by the Holy Spirit, which is what Jesus promised would happen, that He would lead 

and guide them into all truth.  And since Jesus Himself treated all the Old Testament as the inspired Word of God, we 

can, based on the authority of Jesus, embrace the Old Testament too as God’s Word.  So, personally, that’s enough for 

me to believe that all the Bible is the inspired Word of God and has authority for my life, is completely trustworthy, and 

without err in the original manuscripts.  But there’s other evidence as well of the Bible’s authority and trustworthiness. 

Fulfilled Prophesy 

One is fulfilled prophesy.  I’ll just give two examples.  First is all the prophesies in the Old Testament about Jesus.  That 

he would be born in Bethlehem, born of a virgin, that he would be crucified (a description of crucifixion is given in Psalm 

22, centuries before there was such a thing as crucifixion).  All told, there are 61 Old Testament prophesies fulfilled by 

Jesus. 

I’ll give you one other example.  It’s a prophesy in Ezekiel of the destruction of the city of Tyre.  Tyre was a thriving 

seaport during the time of Ezekiel (about 580 BC).  He prophesied it would be overthrown by Nebuchadnezzar II of 

Babylon – which did end up happening after a 13 year siege.  But he also prophesied that many nations would wage war 

with the city (which was fulfilled in the following centuries).  But he goes on to prophesy that the day would come when 

the city would be finally totally destroyed, made “flat as a rock”, that fishermen would spread their nets over where she 

used to reign, and that she would never again be rebuilt, and that the actual debris of the city would get pushed into the 

sea (Ezekiel 26:4-21).  Well, a few centuries later, guess what happened?  Alexander the Great came and laid siege to 

the city.  It’s people fled to an island just off the coast, that was part of the territory of the city.  Alexander destroyed the 

city, but couldn’t get to the island, so he pushed the debris of the city into the sea to make a causeway to the island 

(which is partly why it got so flat).  Today where the city used to be there is a small fishing village where fisherman hang 

out their nets on the flat rocks.  The city itself is somewhere in the Mediterranean Sea! 



Archeological Accuracy 

Another support of the Bible’s trustworthiness is archeological accuracy, which I’ve already touched on, and don’t have 

time to go into in detail but over and over again people have tried to discredit the Bible and time and time again, the 

Bible’s accuracy has been vindicated, such that even Time Magazine in an article on the Bible said this:  “…the Bible is 

often surprisingly accurate in historical particulars, more so than earlier generations of scholars ever suspected.”  

Unified Message 

Another support for the Bible’s inspiration is its unified message.  Think of it, this is remarkable.  The Bible is a diverse 

book.  Written over a period of 1600 years there were at least forty authors. There were kings, poor people, 

philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, historians, doctors, farmers. They wrote different types of literature, such 

as history, poetry, prophecy, and letters.  And yet, there is one central consistent theme of God’s redemption of 

humanity throughout the Bible.  Though 100% written by humans, it was also 100% inspired by God.  Example:  Troy and 

Ocean5. 

Experience 

And then I’ll give one more piece of evidence for the inspiration and authority of the Bible as the Word of God and that 

is the experience of Christians, of the testimony of people hearing God speak to them through this book.  For example, 

there was once a young pastor who when he was in seminary, he really struggled with how we can be absolutely certain 

that the Bible is the inspired Word of God.  But then he decided life was too short and the mission of Jesus too 

important to waste it trying to resolve every difficulty in the Bible.  And so he knelt at a rock at a camp and prayed and 

he surrendered all his doubts to God, surrendered his mind, his intellect, and told God, I’m just going to make a decision 

right now to believe that the all of the Bible is God’s Word and I’m going to live by it, and then just let my life prove or 

disprove the truthfulness of this Book.  Do you know who that young man was?  Billy Graham.  And his life just ended.  

Did his life prove the Bible is God’s Word?  I’d say it’s one of the proofs.  Let’s add it to our growing list of evidence. 

Close 

But let me start to wrap up now by saying this.  It’s not about gathering a bunch of evidence and using the evidence to 

prove to someone that the Bible is the Word of God.  Rather it’s about pointing people to Jesus.  Turns out though, that 

this is what the Bible does too – it points people to Jesus.  In fact, all of the Bible, Old and New Testament, points to 

Christ.  What becomes crystal clear in the New Testament, is hinted at with baited breath throughout the Old 

Testament.  1 Peter 1:10-11: 

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently 

and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in 

them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.  

It says the prophets of the Old Testament, the writers of the Old Testament were filled with the Spirit of Christ, who was 

giving them hints along the way, as they awaited for the main character in the drama to appear on the stage of human 

history, which happened one day when a baby was born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger. 

Jesus once in a confrontation with the Pharisees said you Pharisees search the Scriptures because you think that in them 

you have life, and yet it is the Scriptures that point to me!   

All of the Bible is all about the sufferings and the glory of Christ.  The Bible is a glorious kaleidoscope of the gospel – and 

to truly see the full wonder of the gospel, in all it’s different facets, you have to look at it in all of Scripture, and fall in 

love with the WHOLE Bible.  It’s not enough to be able to prove using evidence that the Bible is Gods Word.  You have 

to read it all, see it all, through the lens of the gospel. 

In Luke 24, the Risen Jesus meets two of his disciples on the road to Emmaus, and he makes it so they can’t tell it’s him, 

and what do the two disciples say?  They say, we thought that Jesus came to save us, but he died on a cross.  And Jesus 



says, you foolish guys – I did come to save you – by dying on the cross – and then beginning with Moses and all prophets 

he showed them how the whole Old Testament teaches that the Messiah must come and suffer and die to save us from 

our sins – that the gospel is throughout the Old Testament, that it all points to him.  You’ll never grasp fully the gospel 

by just reading John 3:16 every morning.  Jesus is in every book of the Bible.  It all points to him!   

In GENESIS Jesus is the Ram caught in the thicket, sacrificed in place of Isaac  
In EXODUS He’s the Passover Lamb  
In LEVITICUS He’s the High Priest  
In NUMBERS He’s the Cloud by day and the Pillar of Fire by night  
In DEUTERONOMY He’s our City of Refuge 
In JOSHUA He’s the Scarlet Thread out of Rahab’s window  
In JUDGES He is our Judge  
In RUTH He is our Kinsman Redeemer   
-- BECAUSE IT’S JESUS FROM BEGINNING TO END! 

In 1st and 2nd SAMUEL He’s our Trusted Prophet  

And in KINGS and CHRONICLES He’s our Reigning King  

In EZRA He’s our Faithful Scribe  

In NEHEMIAH He’s the Rebuilder of broken things 

In ESTHER He is Mordecai sitting faithfully at the gate  

In JOB He’s our Redeemer that ever lives  

In PSALMS He is my Shepherd and I shall not want  

In PROVERBS and Ecclesiastes He’s our Wisdom  

And in the SONG OF SOLOMON He’s the Beautiful Bridegroom     

-- BECAUSE IT’S JESUS FROM BEGINNING TO END! 

 

In ISAIAH He’s the Suffering Servant  

In JEREMIAH and LAMENTATIONS He’s the Weeping Prophet  

In EZEKIEL He’s the Wonderful Four-Faced Man  

And in DANIEL He is the Fourth Man in the midst of the furnace  

In HOSEA He is my Love that is ever faithful, even when I’m not  

In JOEL He is the baptizer with the Holy Spirit  

In AMOS He’s the Burden Bearer  

In OBADIAH our Savior  

And in JONAH He is the Great Missionary that takes the Word of God into all the world  

-- BECAUSE IT’S JESUS FROM BEGINNING TO END! 

 

In MICAH He is the Messenger with beautiful feet  

In NAHUM He is the Avenger of injustice 

In HABAKKUK He is the Watchman that is ever praying for revival  

In ZEPHANIAH He is the Lord mighty to save  

In HAGGAI He is the Restorer of our lost heritage  

In ZECHARIAH He is our Fountain  

And in MALACHI He is the Sun of Righteousness with healing in His wings.   

-- BECAUSE IT’S JESUS FROM BEGINNING TO END! 

 

In MATTHEW He is “…the Christ, the Son of the Living God”  

In MARK He is the Miracle Worker  

In LUKE He’s the Son of Man  

And in JOHN He is the Way, the Truth and the Life 



In ACTS He is the Shining Light that knocked Saul off his horse on the road to Damascus  

In ROMANS He is our Justifier  

In 1st CORINTHIANS our Resurrection  

In 2nd CORINTHIANS our Sin Bearer  

In GALATIANS He is the Liberator who sets us free from the curse of the law  

In EPHESIANS He is our Unsearchable Riches  

In PHILIPPIANS He is our joy and supplies our every need  

And in COLOSSIANS He’s the Fullness of Deity in bodily form 

-- BECAUSE IT’S JESUS FROM BEGINNING TO END! 

 

In 1st and 2nd THESSALONIANS He is our Soon Coming King  

In 1st and 2nd TIMOTHY and TITUS He is the Mediator between God and man  

In PHILEMON He is a Friend that sticks closer than a brother  

And in HEBREWS He’s the Blood of the Everlasting Covenant  

In JAMES He is the Lord that heals the sick  

In 1st and 2nd PETER He is the Chief Shepherd  

In 1st, 2nd, and 3rd JOHN He is our advocate and He is love  

In JUDE He is the Lord coming with 10,000 saints  

And in REVELATION, He is the Lord of Lords and King of Kings,  

   the Alpha and Omega, the bright Morning Star, the Great I AM 

-- BECAUSE IT’S JESUS FROM BEGINNING TO END! 


