
I. Intro 

a. Our Series 

i. Apologetics  

ii. Defending the faith  

iii. Four – fifth – sixth  

iv. Evangelists  

v. Apologists (be ready) 

b. Mornings Topic 

i. How can you believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God? 

ii. A disclaimer  

1. Resurrection – only way – this is different  

2. This different – can become w/o – I believe – but not the goal 

3. Apologetics < Evangelism  

a. Goal of Evangelism  

b. Goal of Discipleship  

c. Not prerequisite 

d. So if they’re struggling… 

i. First, lead them to Jesus 

4. However because… 

a. Evidence based on Bible 

b. Bible authority part of our core 

5. Need to at least be able to defend  

a. INTEGRITY 

b. AUTHORITY 

iii. Line of Reasoning 

1. Gospel docs integrity  

2. Evidence conclusions  

3. Jesus Authority > NT > OT 

c. Outline 

i. With that as the overview…  

ii. INTEGRITY – AUTHORITY  

II. Integrity - Why Believe the Gospel Accounts? 

a. Internal Evidence 

i. Claims to be Eyewitness account 

ii. Includes irrelevant details 

iii. Includes self-damaging material 

iv. Is reasonably self-consistent 

v. No evidence of legendary additions 

b. External Evidence 

i. Is there a motive for lying 

ii. Do other sources confirm the events? 

1. Tacitus, Suetonius, Josephus, Thallus, Pliny 

iii. Is there Archeological Support? 

1. Scholars keep attacking 

2. Ex. Luke, Quirinius 

iv. Do contemporary writings falsify the accounts? 

1. Hostile environment – no body 

c. Textual Criticism 

i. Manuscript Evidence 



1. Herodotus, 1300, 8; Thucydides, 1300, 8; Tacitus, 1000, 20 

2. Caesar’s Gallic War, 950, 9-10; Livy’s History of Rome, 900, 20 

3. New Testament, 300, 5000+ Greek; 10,000 Latin; 9,300 Others 

d. Modern Scholars 

i. Time / CNN / Others – the REAL Jesus 

ii. Presupposition  

1. No supernatural  

2. No prophesy 

e. Conclusion 

i. Undeniable that the NT is a generally reliable set of historical documents 

III. Authority - Why Believe the Bible is the Inspired Word of God? 

a. Authority of Jesus – review argument 

b. Fulfilled Prophesy 

i. Jesus:  Behtlehem, Virgin, Crucified (Ps 22), 61 fulfilled 

ii. Tyre:  Thriving seaport, Ezekiel 580 BC,  

1. Nebuchadnezzar II - 13 year siege; Many nations – happened  

2. Total destroyed, Flat as a rock, Never rebuilt, Fish nets, Debris into sea 

3. Fulfillment:  Alexander the Great 

c. Archeological Accuracy 

i. Many examples 

ii. Time Magazine:  “the Bible is often surprisingly accurate in historical particulars, more so than 

earlier generations of scholars ever suspect.” (Dec 1974) 

d. Unified Message 

i. Over a period of 1600 years there were at least forty authors. There were kings, poor people, 

philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, historians, doctors. They wrote different types of 

literature, such as history, poetry, prophecy, and letters. So it is 100 percent by human authors. 

But it claims to be 100 percent inspired by God.  

ii. Example:  Ocean5 

e. Christian Experience 

i. Billy Graham 

IV. Close 

a. Not winning an argument 

i. But pointing people to Jesus 

b. But Bible points people to Jesus  

i. But the Bible does 

ii. Whole Bible – Old and New 

iii. New – clear – Old – Hints with baited breath 

c. 1 Peter 1:10-12 - 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to 

you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to 

which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the 

glories that would follow.  

d. Prophets wrote of Christ - Waiting for the main star to appear 

e. Jesus and Pharisees – you search… 

f. All Bible about the sufferings and glory 

i. A kaleidoscope of gospel - To truly see the wonder - In all facets 

ii. Look at all, fall in love with - Not enough to prove - Have to read/see thru lens 

g. Luke 24  

h. You’ll never fully grasp gospel by reading John 3:16 every morning 

i. Jesus is in every book of the Bible – it all points to Him.  In Genesis He is… 


