
  

A Guide for  

Teens and Adults 
Harvest Community Church 



 

The Baptism Process at Harvest 
 

1. Take as much time as you need to go over what it means to put your faith in Jesus and 
what baptism is. Please do not rush through this part.  Give God time to work in your 
heart.  Baptism is an act of obedience and a declaration of your growing faith so we do 
not want you to wait too long, but do take time to be sure you have a faith in Christ 
alone before choosing to be baptized.  
 

2. Contact the office at Harvest to schedule a date and time for you to meet with someone 
on staff. At that meeting you will be asked to explain how and why you put your faith in 
Christ and why you would like to be baptized.  This is a powerful opportunity for you to 
solidify your faith and will be foundational as you put into your own words your growing 
faith in Jesus.  To confess with your mouth what you believe in your heart.  (Romans 
10:9) 

 
3. Once the date is set and you have met with a staff member invite all your friends and 

family to celebrate with you as you get baptized. 
 

4. On the day of your baptism you will be asked two questions that bring clarity to your 
decision.   
 

◼ Do you know Jesus Christ as your savior?  Once you answer this question you 
will be invited to share your testimony or faith story.  

◼ Why do you want to be baptized? 
◼ Then the baptizer will say, “upon your confession of faith I baptize you in the 

name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

  



 

A Brief Explanation of Baptism 
 
What is Baptism? 
 
Baptism is one of the ordinances given to the Church in instituted by Christ, along with the 
Lords Supper.  Baptism is intended as a demonstration of a person’s saving faith in Jesus Christ 
and is an OUTWARD display of an internal commitment and an inward reality.  Water baptism is 
intended for the person who has put his/her trust in Christ alone and believe that His life, 
death, burial and resurrection is what can save a person from his/her sins.  The act of baptism 
is, therefore, the symbol to others of the internal decision.  You, and your child, are not 
Christians because you are baptized, but you are baptized because you are Christians. 
 
The Importance and Significance of Baptism 
 

◼ Baptism is an act of obedience to the Lord’s command and follows His example 
(Matthew 28:19-20, Matthew 3:13-17) 

◼ There is a process to being and making disciples. 1. Become a believer/disciple, 2. Get 
Baptized as a believer/disciple, 3. Make disciples and baptize them,  4.  Learn and obey 
what Jesus taught is a part of every stage. 

◼ Baptism is a public declaration of faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:12-13) 
◼ Baptism symbolizes Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection and a believer’s identification 

with those truths (Romans 6). 
◼ Baptism is also a SYMBOL of washing/cleansing from sin. (Acts 22:16, Titus 3:5) 
◼ Baptism is for believers in Christ who have placed their faith in His work and not their 

own work. 
◼ Baptism is a symbol of our entrance into the body of Christ, the Church. (Romans 6:1-11; 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13) 
 

  



 

How Do I Know If I Am Ready? 
 
Your main goal is to understand the truths of the Gospel and display a strong affection for 
Jesus.  Baptism void of a redeemed relationship with Jesus is unbiblical and of no value.  
Therefore, your goal is to make sure you understand the meaning of sin, the holiness of God 
and significance of Christ’s work on the cross so that you can respond in faith.   
 
Does you have an understanding of the central truths of Christianity?  Can you articulate it in 
your own words? 

- I am a sinner; God is Holy; sin had to be paid for; the penalty for sin is death and eternal 
separation from God. 

- God, in his love, gave us a way to be restored to Him by sending His own Son, Jesus. 
- Jesus lived perfectly, and died as a substitute for our sins (my sins). 
- Through faith alone in Christ alone Jesus paid the debt and penalty for sin that we could 

never pay. 
- His resurrection from the dead proved that Jesus was exactly who he said he was. 
- Because Jesus is my Lord and Savior, my desire is to be his disciple and the Holy Spirit 

gives me the power to do that. 
 
To be best of your knowledge, are you…. 

- A believer in Jesus Christ? 
- Aware of the penalty of your own sin? 
- Genuinely repentant for your own sin? 
- Presently putting faith and trust in Christ alone for salvation? 
- Beginning to show the signs of being filled by the Holy Spirit and a pattern of growth in 

your Christian life? 
 
If you can answer ‘Yes’ to these questions then it may be time to talk about or schedule a 
baptism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Should I Wait? 
 
In the Bible there is often a short amount of time between coming to faith in Jesus and baptism.  
We believe that it is best to make sure that there is a genuine faith relationship and an 
appropriate understanding of the Gospel.  It is not as simple as a prayer at bedtime one night, 
or several nights.  Having said that, it is clear in the Bible that genuine believers in Jesus should 
be obedient to Jesus’ commands, one of which is to be publicly baptized.  
 
It is often normal to see a baptism or hear a story about baptism and express a desire to be 
baptized yourself immediately afterward.  This is a natural byproduct of a persons growth.  It is 
contagious and others who see it want to grow as well.  CELEBRATE THAT!!!  If you continue to 
express this desire without prompting or reminding, it is a good sign that the Holy Spirit is 
working and fueling the interest in baptism. Then don’t wait.  Let us help you obey and 
continue to grow in your relationship with Jesus.  
 
There are some definite reasons to wait on baptism.  Sometimes you may have incorrect 
motivations for pursuing baptism: 

- My friends are doing it 
- Parent’s peace of mind 
- I want to be on stage or in front of others 
- I want to be sure I go to heaven 
- My spouse is pressuring me 
-   
-  

 
 
It is ok not to rush the process.  You want to make sure you have a proper understanding of 
baptism and salvation before getting baptized.  The decision to wait should only be to maximize 
the spiritual benefit for you and to be sure there is a genuine belief and faith behind the 
decision.  Jesus explicitly commands believers to be baptized, so there is no benefit to waiting 
simply for the sake of waiting or due to ‘stage fright’.  If you have put your faith and trust in 
Jesus, then publicly declare it.  Why wait? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FAQ 
Q: Is there a minimum age?  How young is too young? 
A: The Bible does not give a specific age mandate for baptism.  All that can be inferred from the 
bible is that a child must be able to give a credible profession of faith.  There are many younger 
children who could make such a profession but who may not be ready for baptism.  There are 
also older children who may not be able to give, with certainty, a profession of faith.  Therefore, 
we do not make age a matter of policy or requirement.  Instead we lean on parents to discuss 
these matters with each other and to being the process of talking about salvation and baptism 
with their children.  Generally speaking, older elementary age is when kids gain a greater 
understanding of what baptism is and is not and can appreciate and remember that moment in 
more significant ways.  
 
 
Q: Do I have to give a testimony? 
A: We believe that each person who is being baptized be able to articulate his/her choice to put 
their faith in Jesus as well as why he/she wants to be baptized.  The point of baptism is to 
publicly proclaim this desire.  Some people will get nervous so it is totally fine to write it out and 
read it or have someone else read it if that will make things easier.  The minimum will be to 
meet with a pastor or elder at Harvest so that we can confirm the choice is based on solid 
biblical teaching and a correct understanding. 
 
 
Q: Why don’t we practice infant baptism 
A: At Harvest we view the teaching of scripture is to first have an understanding of: Our fallen 
and sinful state, we need to be rescued from our sin, who Jesus is as the son of God, what he 
did to rescue or redeem us from our sinful state, how he died was buried and rose again and 
tells us to make disciples of all nations and baptizing them in the name of the father, son and 
Holy spirit.  Simply put, we see in scripture the pattern of faith first and baptism second and an 
infant or young child cannot developmentally understand this concept therefore we do not 
baptize infants.  And since baptism is not a salvific act, we feel it is good to wait until the child 
can understand and appreciate the declaration that baptism is meant to be. (Acts 8:26-40) 
 
 
Q:  What if my child or friend has a developmental disability/ 
A: A very high percentage of developmentally disabled people are considered in the teachable 
category.  This would mean that they can hear the Word of God, the truths of the Gospel, and 
possibly respond in faith.  Parents should proceed with enthusiasm and believe that seeds 
planted are a worthy endeavor in the life of their child.  We want to avoid two potentially faulty 
reactions to a person’s desire to be baptized.  We do not want to baptize a person just to 
baptize them.  Nor do we want to restrict a qualified person from being baptized.  So, Harvest 
will approach each case with care and seek God’s leading in these sensitive cases.  
 
 



 

Q: Why do we practice Immersion baptism (going under water)? 
A: We Baptize because Christ chose it, in order to identify with him publicly. We Baptize by 
Immersion because it reveals what he has done in our lives.  He lived, he died, he was buried 
and he rose from the dead and he now lives. (Romans 6:1-5).  We are baptized into his death. I 
have died to sin (forgiveness found through Jesus Christ), Buried (the old me is gone), Alive 
again because Christ conquered death. 
 
 
Q: What are the important elements of the GOSPEL that I should undertand?   
A: Six simple words: GOD, OUR, SIN, PAYING, EVERYONE, LIFE. 
 
GOD Created us to be with him     Genesis 1-2 
OUR sins separate us from God     Genesis 3 
SINS cannot be removed by good deeds    Genesis 4 to Malachi 4 
PAYING the price for Sin Jesus died and rose again   Matthew – Luke 
EVERYONE who trusts in Jesus alone has eternal life  John 
LIFE with Jesus starts now and lasts forever    Acts – Revelation 
 
 
Confusing Phrases to Avoid: 
 
Beware of phrases that can cause confusion in a proper understanding of believing or trusting 
in Jesus Christs alone for salvation.  Our desire should always be to share the GOSPEL clearly so 
there is no doubt. 
 
“Ask Jesus into Your Heart” 
This phrase cannot be found in the Bible anywhere and it has the potential to take the focus 
away from faith and belief in Christ alone as the substitute for sins.  Many kids can take this 
literally and think that there is a little house in their heart for Jesus.   In Romans 10:9 we see a 
much clearer answer to what it looks like to believe.  “If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  This shows a 
desire speak or declare your decision and have a deep belief that moves at your core that 
follows this declaration.  Not a Jesus shaped house in your heart.  
 
“Give Your Life to Christ”  or  “Make Jesus Lord of Your Life” 
What is usually meant by these phrases is that we should follow and obey Jesus.  Which we 
should do, however this is not what brings us to salvation.  This act follows the decision to 
believe.  Giving our life to Christ is what happens next and is an ongoing process, not a salvation 
event.  
 
 


