
Parent Commissioning 
Introduction 

 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are 
to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. – Deuteronomy 6:4-7 
 
Parent Commissioning is an important milestone for a family at Upward Christian Fellowship.  We 
want to partner with you and your growing family, celebrate life together, and connect you with 
the support and resources you need on this journey.  Parent Commissioning is included in a 
Sunday morning worship service (9:45 am or 11:15 am).  We use the term "Parent 
Commissioning" to reflect the church's recognition and support of the essential work that 
parents are appointed to do in Scripture.  This time of "commissioning" acknowledges publicly 
to the church (and others) that parents are choosing to commit themselves to raising their 
children in a way that reflects what Scripture teaches about family and faith.  
 
Why have we done Child Dedications?  There is a reason.  Part of it is because we don’t do infant 
baptisms and there is a tradition for parents who wish commemorate the birth of their child and 
promise before God, grandma, and everybody to raise that child to know God—no water 
needed.  And this is a great and wonderful thing! 
 
Recently, though, it’s become increasingly common for churches to move away from baby 
dedications in favor of Parent Commissioning. This is what we do are thinking God has laid on 
our hearts here at Upward. We have found, however, that many people aren’t quite sure what 
the difference is or why we talk about “commissioning” rather than “dedication.” So, we want 
to hopefully clear up any confusion. 
 
Here are three driving forces behind why we commission our parents instead of dedicating our 
babies: 
 
1. We want to Partner with Parents. 
 
There are a lot of roles our church can fulfill—ministers to the least of these, gospel advocates 
to the unreached—but one role that we must never take on is that of being the primary discipler 
of all our kids. Our role is to be a partner for dad and mom. It’s a matter of principle: God wants 
mothers and fathers to be the front-line disciple-makers of their children’s lives.  According to 
research performed by Reggie Joiner and the Think Orange organization, the church has about 
40 hours of influence in the life of a child in a given year.  A parent has around 3,000 hours of 
influence in the life of a child in a given year.  It makes more sense for the church to partner with 
parents and encourage them to lead the way in discipling their children. 
 



By creating a milestone of Parent Commissioning (with its accompanying Parent Orientation 
class), we begin a committed partnership between our parents and the church, where we look 
to be another voice that is confirming to the kids what the parents are already teaching at home. 
That milestone doesn’t have to happen when they are babies, either. We are happy to 
commission families with preschool, elementary, and even middle-school aged kids. 
 
If we can help parents to accept their role as the primary disciplers of their kids at the beginning 
of our relationship, it sets us both up for success down the road as we partner with them in all 
phases of parenthood. 
 
2. The home is the first mission field. 
 
When we put the emphasis on the parents instead of on their kids, it sets the vision for our focus 
in family ministry: dad and mom. In the same way that we commission missionaries to live 
overseas, or individuals to go out and live the Great Commission in our workplace, we want to 
set our sights on parents embracing this role as God’s missionary to their kids.  The home is our 
first mission field.  The parent isn’t the only influence in a child’s life, but it is the most important 
one. 
 
This means that we will take time twice a year in our services to put parents in front of our church. 
We will explain the commitment they are making, and together as a church family, we pray for 
them and remind ourselves of the role we also must play. 
 
If our parents truly are missionaries in the home, we want to send them into that mission field 
fully equipped. From prayer in the nursery to family worship experiences to gospel-centered 
resources to elementary, middle, and high school small groups, our church is constantly looking 
to support and affirm the discipleship happening in the home. Parents are the tip of the spear in 
engaging kids with the gospel, but we want to do everything in our power to be the rest of the 
spear for them. 
 
3. Parent Commissioning is more like a wedding than a baby dedication. 
 
We understand the heart behind baby dedications and we don’t think baby dedications are 
wrong. And there is certainly a place for commemorating the birth of a child—perhaps even 
within the church family. But we never want to lose the focus that God has given us as his sent 
ones. Which is why we want to send and equip parents. Parent Commissioning requires more of 
an awareness as to what we as parents are being called to do as we are entrusted by God with 
our children.   
 
In other words (and to paraphrase the words of Abraham Lincoln), we cannot dedicate our 
children. It is rather for us to be dedicated to the great task remaining before us—to devote 
ourselves to seeing the gospel flourish in their young lives. 
 



In this way, our ceremonies are more like weddings than baby dedications. As in a wedding, 
these people are standing in front of family, friends, and God, promising to fulfill the life-altering 
duties God has put in front of them. And together, our whole church gets to celebrate their 
declaration to raise their kids “in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4 CSB). 
It’s an incredible commitment. We intend to remind them of that commitment regularly—as 
often as we remind them of God’s grace, which will provide the strength necessary to accomplish 
the task. 
 
While we are sending our parents in the power of the Holy Spirit to take the gospel to their 
homes, we are not sending them alone.  We are also promising to go with them. And we pray 
that as we walk this journey together, we may be able to see the fruit of someone else 
commissioned with the gospel: your kids. 
 
There are two steps in this milestone for your family: 
 
The first step is Parent Commissioning Orientation. This orientation allows us discuss God’s 
design for parenting and how Upward plans to support you and partner with you in discipling 
your children. 
 
The second step is our Parent Commissioning Celebration in which we come together to 
celebrate your family’s desire to raise your child in a God-centered home!  On the day of this 
celebration we will bring you and your child(ren) before the church and pray for you as a church 
family. 
 
To register for Parent Commissioning, go to www.ucf.cc on our Family Ministries page. Here you 
will find the dates of our next Parent Commissioning Orientation & Celebration.  If you have any 
further questions or concerns, you can contact Pastor Greg at gdixon@ucf.cc or Pastor LeAnn at 
lwest@ucf.cc for more information.  
 


