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Our “For Generations to Come” campus building
project is about to begin. Praise God, whose timeline is
always just right! Soon you will see evidence of
construction on our Trinity Campus, but there are
many things that must happen before the project
begins.
Here’s a look at what will be accomplished with the
funds that have been given and pledged by you and
many others. They will serve God “For Generations to
Come.” Our campus will grow while:

Calendar Events You’ll Want to Know
August 25, 2018

Groundbreaking for New Children’s Ministry Building

September 2018

Construction of Children’s Ministry Building Begins





Renovation of Faith and Life Center Begins

Christmas 2018

Faith and Life Center Renovation Complete



Children’s Ministry Building Complete



Transition to Spaces Takes Place

January 2019

Sanctuary Portico Construction Begins

February 2019

Staff Offices and Gathering Spaces Renovation Begins

April/May 2019

Offices and Gathering Spaces Complete

June/July 2019

“For Generations to Come” Project Dedication and Grand Opening Celebration



Constructing a Children’s Ministry Addition
Converting the Ignite Worship Space/Gym into our
Faith and Life Center
Building a Covered Portico outside of the
Sanctuary Entrance
Enlarging Central Gathering Spaces
Renovating Staff Offices and the North Side of the
Current ECM Hallway
Revamping the Existing Youth Loft

For more information about “For Generations to Come,” visit:

Vol. 1, Issue 3

Children’s Ministry
Once completed, the Children’s Ministry Additions
and renovations will conform to today’s safety
protocols, including new fire and security standards.
Six new rooms with connected bathrooms will be in
the new 5,806-square-foot “south side” building; on
the “north side” of the ECM, three classrooms, a
resource room, and a multi-use room/cafeteria will
be created or renovated in the existing structure. In
the outdoor area between the north and south sides
of the ECM, a 1,163-square-foot outdoor classroom
will be created to allow additional new opportunities
for childhood learning and care.
Faith and Life Center
Flooring, sound systems, lighting and seating will be
improved to transform our Gym into the new Faith
and Life Center. The improvements will move the
center of worship activities to the south wall of the
building, remove the current stage and sound booth,
upgrade flooring and finished surfaces, add sound
treatments to the walls and ceilings, eliminate weekly
set-up and teardown for the Ignite service, gain new
floor-level storage and more. The space is designed
to be versatile, attractive, and usable for all the
activities from large to small including congregational
meetings, receptions, Prime Timer events, children’s
programs, basketball games, and activities that
require larger spaces on Trinity’s campus.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Here’s a question for you.
What are you looking
forward to?
I don’t mean your plans for
lunch or supper. I’m also
thinking beyond what you
will enjoy doing this summer.
Life is so much greater – and
enduring – than those
things. What are you looking forward to that will bring
your heart unending joy?
Recently, I was with a woman in the hospital. She
wasn’t going to be there for long, however.
Recognizing that her days on earth were drawing to an
end, she was preparing to be under Hospice care.
We talked together about the things you would expect:
God’s love in Jesus, His grace that was greater than all
our sins, and His promise of her unending life in heaven.
Then, with a smile on her face, she said this to her
daughter who was standing at the foot of her hospital
bed, “Write out a check to the church.”
You can probably guess what she was looking forward
to. In addition to seeing her own Christian children in
heaven someday, she was looking forward to meeting
many others. Others of whom you and I get to make
Jesus’ disciples. So this faithful child of God gave one
last sacrificial gift “For Generations To Come!”
That true story epitomizes our vision at Trinity. God has
been so good to us, hasn’t He? We have been given
saving faith in Jesus, too. And He has blessed us in so
many other ways. We are surrounded by our Forever
Family. Each day we have opportunities to show Jesus’
love. When we fail, we are forgiven and encouraged to
start fresh again. And we’ve been entrusted with
abundant financial resources – that won’t be needed in
heaven. They’re needed here!

I am so thankful for Trinity’s campus, but over the past
11 years I have discovered a few things about our
building that are not ideal for student ministry.
Two big changes happening soon will be turning the
children’s loft area back into a youth area, and bringing
student ministry back on the main campus. The new
education wing will allow ECM to move from upstairs
and open that area for a 6th – 12th grade gathering
room and break-out Bible study rooms. Here are some
advantages:






It allows youth to have more connection with the
congregation...more multigenerational interaction,
and the sense of being a part of the congregation.
Students are more safe at the main campus. There
have been many close calls in the parking lot as
students walk to and from the Hunter house. It
could be running through inclement weather, or
students walking through a dark parking lot on
Wednesday nights as bells and choir are leaving.
It will be more welcoming for new families.

I am so excited for construction to begin for these
reasons. I see how it will vastly improve students’
connection with the congregation, safety while on
campus, and ability to reach new families. Trinity is a
great place filled with amazing people. These changes
will help students continue grow in their faith and
share that love with others.

Karl Winkler, DCE

But life is not just about us, is it? So won’t you continue
praying “For Generations To Come?” Ask the Holy Spirit
to give this ministry an ever-growing place in your heart
and life. Then, as the Lord prompts you, be thankful. Be
generous.
And be looking ahead with joy!

Please reserve Saturday, August 25 for the
groundbreaking on our campus renovation. Watch
for further information on the time and events.

See you on Saturday, August 25!

Dear brothers and sisters in
Christ, praise God from whom all
blessings flow! This is a phrase I
have heard all my life growing up
in a Lutheran church, primarily
here at Trinity.
Never have these words had a
greater meaning than now as we consider what God
has blessed us with, and we look at how we can give
back to benefit God and His mission here at Trinity. I
have been raised in Trinity Lutheran Church virtually
all my life, first attending in 1969. I have seen this
church grow from a fledgling ministry in a small town
to a powerful force for Christ to spread His Word
throughout this city and beyond.
I was blessed to experience firsthand the power of a
Christian education, having attended the 4th and 5th
grades in Trinity's elementary school before moving
away for a brief time. These years provided me with
lasting relationships with both classmates and adults
that have shaped my life to this day. We now have an
opportunity to expand this ministry and touch lives,
both young and old, for generations to come.
God commands us to "go and make disciples of all
nations." These words ring true in the minds and
hearts of Christians now more than ever. It is our
responsibility to obey this command in thought, word
and deed. The deed that we face now is to provide
the means for us to be those disciples.
Our campus and ECM expansions will be a wonderful
opportunity for all of us to disciple our fellow
members, our friends and their families, and our
neighbors in the community. You have heard the
expression, “children are our future.” These
improvements will give us the ability to expand our
ministry into areas that we would have never thought
possible when I was a child at Trinity.
Thank you for prayerfully considering what you and
your family can do to help in making this project
become a witness to our commitment to being true
disciples of God’s Word both now and “For
Generations to Come.”

Steve Tonjes

Have you ever built a house or had remodeling done on
an existing house? Do you recall the peace and ease
that the experience brought to your home and family?
Probably not. You may actually have feelings of stress,
frustration and disappointment from that experience.
As you may know, we are planning some remodeling
this year for our church and school here at Trinity. How
can we keep the negative feelings associated with
remodeling out of this blessed experience? What will
bring us peace? Prayer!
Isaiah tells us that peace will flow like a river if we listen
to God’s commands (Isaiah 48:18). Prayer is a great
way to find intimacy with God and hear His commands.
We desperately need God’s direction with our
remodeling efforts. If we obey His will, He promises us
peace like a river. A river is complex; there are twists,
turns and fluctuations of depth. We should expect a
remodeling that has the twists, turns and fluctuations
of a river, while still experiencing God’s peace.
Once again, we are asking our Trinity congregation to
bathe this phase of our “For Generations To Come” in
prayer. We will need the peace from God through
Christ that only prayer can provide. So please pray for
God’s peace, wisdom for our leaders and unity for our
congregation as we continue to keep God and His will
at the center of our remodeling.

Tammy Boehme and Katie Lund

We continue to pray that as we employ our talents
and treasures to the future of Trinity’s ministry,
your connection to God and each other will grow.
It is our pleasure to report that through the first
nine months of our 36 month “For Generations to
Come” funding effort, we have in hand $1,047,017
toward the total budget of $1.9 million.
May God continue to bless our efforts and our
ministry!
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Office Space
The current ECM hallway will be renovated
to allow for a Ministry Staff office suite with
five spaces for the office secretary, two
pastors, and two directors of Christian
Education, as well as a workroom, and a
conference room. This will centralize
Trinity’s office space to allow for more
collaborative worship and church-life
sharing by staff members and pastors. These
changes also allow for additional meeting
rooms including six small, one mid-sized and
two large rooms.

The 800-square-foot Welcome
Center will be located immediately
south of the Conference Room.

Youth Ministry
Our 12-year-olds have had their Sunday
School classes in an adjacent building for
several years. The remoteness of the
building has created challenges for
supervision and security of our youth. The
“For Generations to Come” campus changes
include renovating the current Youth Loft
into one large meeting space, two smaller
meeting spaces, and two bathrooms. This
will allow youth to remain on the easilyaccessible and weatherproof Trinity campus.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Our “For Generations to Come” Vision
All of these changes to Trinity’s Campus have come
after careful study by our members and the Long Range
Planning Committee. They were voted into action at the
congregational meeting in April, after looking at the
vision – the big picture, and after much prayer. Thanks
to the generous hearts of our members and friends, we
have $1.9 million to spend on the project. $1.8 million
has been pledged for these efforts, and $100,000 will
come from our congregation’s reserve funds. With this
vision, Trinity will:



Incur no long-term debt
Embark on a project that will last eight to nine
months and be completed by mid-2019

The renovated Faith and Life Center will
have new flooring, sound systems, lighting
and seating. The center of contemporary
worship activities will move to the south
wall of the building.



Keep the ECM operational throughout the
building project
 Be flexible, as the renovations will require
adjustments from all who use Trinity Campus
 Have the ability to serve God’s purpose in East
Texas “For Generations to Come.”
We pray that God will bless our efforts as we start on a
project of renewal and growth for today’s members,
and for those who will join us in the future.

entryway, and adjacent to the secure
entrance for ECM parents and children.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Porte Cochere Covering
For many who arrive at our campus and come in
through the Sanctuary entrance, a covering is required,
no matter what the weather. The drive up to the
current brick pillars will be widened, and the new
portico will cover both passenger and driver sides for
convenience, comfort and shelter.
Gathering Spaces
Trinity’s members and guests are looking for spaces for
unhurried fellowship. This calls for a central place for
sharing, sign-ups, messaging and gathering our
resources. On Sundays, such space offers better access
to the Ignite! Service, and the elimination of crowded
fellowship time in the hallway. For these reasons,
several staff offices will be relocated and the space will
be used for an attractive “east” Welcome Center of 800
-square-feet immediately south of the Conference
Room, connected to a 1,940-square-foot “west” space
outside of the Faith and Life Center. The reception area
will be relocated to immediately south of the general

A Portico at the Sanctuary entrance will give
comfort and shelter for both passengers
and drivers.

