The Basics—What, When, Where, Who & Why
WHAT—“REAL.PRESENT.GOD.”, the 2019 National Youth Gather is a gathering put on every three years by
the LC-MS church that brings between twenty to thirty thousand LC-MS high school students together to
serve, pray, worship, learn, and live out their faith in Christ Jesus in the city of Minneapolis, MN. The
theme for the 2019 National LCMS Youth Gathering is "Real.Present.God." based on Psalm 46:10-11: "Be
still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! The Lord of
hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our fortress.”
WHEN & WHERE— The 2019 National LC-MS Youth Gathering happens July 11-15, 2019, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota.
WHO— All students who have just accomplished grades 9th—12th.
WHY— The National Youth Gathering provides opportunities for youth and adults to boldly come together
in the name of Jesus Christ to proclaim, celebrate, and witness their salvation through Him, rejoice in the
fellowship of their Church, and be affirmed and nurtured in their lives as God’s people through Word and
Sacrament. Youth grow in their personal relationship with God through service projects, bible studies,
worship, amazing speakers, small groups, and community.
COST—The projected cost per student is $670.00 per student. This cost includes everything besides 8
meals
•

Hotel—$180.00

•

Registration—$365.00

COST—continued
•

Gas—$60.00

•

T-Shirt & Texas District Activity—$20.00

•

Food—$20.00

(6 Meals)

These prices are based on fifteen students attending the gathering. Depending on the amount of students
changes cost like amount of vans-gas and hotel cost. These numbers are projections.
Deposit Deadlines: $100.00—December 16, 2018
$150.00—February 17, 2019
Remaining Balance Due—May 19th, 2019
Fundraising Opportunities—These are the fundraisers that we plan on doing this year for NYG. We are
planning on doing thee Advent meals, six Lent meals, Easter breakfast, and the youth garage sale. There
also might be other fundraising events like a chili cookoff and work projects. If you have and ideas you
would like to share with me that would be wonderful. My goal is that for students who participate in
most of the fundraisers, especially the garage sale, the cost of NYG will only be between $300 and $400
per student. We will also be asking members of our congregation to scholarship students.
TRAVEL
We will be taking one or two of our church vans depending on group size and luggage. Travel to Minneapolis will take two days going and two days coming home. We will spend the night coming and going in
Kansas City. We most likely will be staying at a church or a past member’s house.
FUN ACTIVITY
One evening we will go to the Texas District event which is a Lumberjack Experience. We will also probably visit the Mall of America. We will also stop somewhere on the way home.
FOOD
There will be 6 meals covered in the cost of the trip. These meals include breakfast for four days and two
evening meals where I will order pizza. There will be 12 meals that students will need to pay out of their
own pocket. Each of these meals will be some sort of fast food. Plan on sending $75 with your student for
food.

LEADERS
I will be the leader for the 2019 National Youth Gathering. The number of shepherds will depend on the
number of students.
Number of Youth

Number of Adults

2-6

2

7-13

3

14-20

4

21-27

5

Shepherds will be chosen as follows. First, I always encourage parents to volunteer. I believe there are few
other joys in this world greater than having an NYG or mission trip experience with your child. The parent
needs to have an active faith and be able to learn what it means to shepherd youth. I will also look for other
mature Christian volunteers who are invested in student ministry.
HOUSING
During the gathering we will be staying in a hotel. I will not find out which hotel until closer to the event
date. We will try to have one shepherd per hotel room depending on the amount of youth. Youth will sleep
two to a bed, shepherds will have their own bed.

FORMS to be returned by December 16, 2018
•

Youth Participant Worksheet

•

Adult Participant Worksheet (If interested in going)

•

Special Needs Worksheet (If needed)

•

There will be a health form/medical release I need filled out but I have not yet received the
form from the gathering office

Questions???????????????

Thursday – July 11, 2019
8a-6p Registration, tentative Pre-Gathering Orientation Sessions
8:30p Mass Event (U.S. Bank Stadium) Late Night Options
Friday – July 12, 2019
TBD: Adult Leader Morning Meeting Servant Event Deployment
(9:00a - 12:00p) Morning Sessions Convention Center and selected Hotels Interactive Center Opens
AFTERNOON
(12:00p - 6:00p) Breakout and Intensive Sessions Adult Leader Sessions Interactive Center
6:00p Interactive Center and convention center close
EVENING
(6:00p - Midnight) Potential Slot for District Event
8:30p Mass Event Mass Event Plus Late Night Community Group Activities
Saturday – July 13, 2019
TBD: Adult Leader Morning Meeting Servant Event Deployment
(9:00a - 12:00p) Morning Session Convention Center and selected Hotels Interactive Center Opens
AFTERNOON
(12:00p - 6:00p) Breakout and Intensive Sessions Adult Leader Sessions Interactive Center
6:00p Interactive Center and convention center close
EVENING
(6:00p - Midnight) Potential Slot for District Event
8:30p Mass Event Mass Event Plus Late Night Community Group Activities
Sunday – July 14, 2019
TBD: Adult Leader Morning Meeting Servant Event Deployment 5K Walk/Run
(9:00a - 12:00p) Morning Session Convention Center and selected Hotels
Interactive Center Opens
AFTERNOON
(12:00p - 6:00p) Breakout and Intensive Sessions Adult Leader Sessions Interactive Center
6:00p Interactive Center and convention center close
EVENING
(6:00p - Midnight) Potential Slot for District Event
8:30p Mass Event NO Mass Event Plus Late Night Community Group Activities
Monday – July 15, 2019
9:00a Gathering Worship Service Following the Benediction, there will be a short closing of thanks and
dismissal.
11:00a Expected end of the Stadium Event

Morning Session
•

These sessions will take place 1) at the Minneapolis Convention Center in spaces assigned by hotel placement and 2) in specific hotels with appropriate ballroom space. These large-group Bible studies will be in
assemblies ranging from 1,000 - 6,000 participants.

•

Over the three days (Friday, Saturday, Sunday), Morning Sessions will dig deeper into Psalm 46. Morning
Sessions will serve to communicate program updates and propel participants into Gathering program
which happens throughout the day.

•

Resources will be made available for further study in community groups. These studies can take place
throughout the days of the Gathering and after the event. Community Groups Gathering participants
attend the event in “community groups.” Community groups are made up of at least one adult and generally no more than ten (10) youth. (Congregations with more than ten (10) total people usually have
multiple community groups.) Community groups are vital for fostering care and communication within
the group during preparation, the event, and post-Gathering events. Community Group time at the Gathering provides participants the opportunity to be in God’s Word in a close setting and process what
they’re learning with people they trust. Community Group time can happen multiple times per day where
it works best for each group. As the Psalms were made to be read and prayed in community, we gather
to reflect, repent, praise and pray to shape our community in Christ. Through this interaction, participants will have opportunities to learn more about life in Christ and life in the Church. Real. Present. God.
will bring LCMS youth and adults together for five days of large-group activities, but it is the experience
within community groups that form the core of the Gathering experience and nurtures future faith development.

Stadium Events Mass Events
The Gathering will have five Stadium Events, one per day. Each Mass Event at U.S. Bank Stadium will focus on
“Real. Present. God.” through Christ-centered presenters, music, videos, and group participation.
•

The Gathering Worship service will take place on Monday, July 15 to close the event. We look forward to
this opportunity to send the participants back home refreshed with God’s Word and gifts. We are also
planning to have a short closing time following the benediction of the service for safe departure and final
announcements.

•

Mass Event Plus will happen again in 2019, this time on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings. Mass
Event Plus is additional program that takes place in the U.S. Bank Stadium following a 15-minute break
after the Mass Event. Examples of program from 2016 were the Skit Guys and Rend Collective. About
12,000 participants remained for the Rend Collective performance. The Skit Guys performed on Monday
evening in front of about 18,000 participants. Mass Event Plus will not happen on Sunday to allow for
worship setup.

Worship
•

The Gathering worship service will take place on July 15, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. (time tentative) in U.S. Bank
Stadium. Christ’s life, death, and resurrection will be celebrated at the Divine Service. Holy Communion
will be celebrated, and youth will participate in the Gathering Wind Symphony and Choir.

Featured Adult Sessions

•

On Friday, Saturday and Sunday we will host a Featured Adult Session. We are asking at least 1 adult from
each congregation to attend each day. This session will feature a top level leader addressing the big issues
of youth ministry and today’s culture. It will also give a preview of Mass Events and Community Group
time to prepare you for what your group will encounter that day.

Interactive Center/Convention Center Halls
•

The Interactive Center is found at the convention center and provides hands-on learning experiences.
One portion of the floor will focus on service opportunities such as canned food drives, collection of items
for those in need, etc. The Interactive Center will also host the youth booth, exhibitors, and district
booths.

Breakout Sessions
•

Breakout Sessions are hour-long sessions during which presenters dig into God’s Word and important
topics or tell their witness of the Real. Present. God. Most sessions are speaker-based while some provide
opportunities to laugh and learn while interacting with presenters and performers. Concerts will open
some breakout sessions with music performed by Christian bands and musicians. Intensive Sessions Intensive Sessions: are designed to challenge youth to explore topics at a deeper level. Leaders will teach
advanced theological topics, approach difficult practical questions, and give participants tools for studying
the topic beyond the Gathering.

•

Adult Sessions: are designed to equip and encourage adult leaders to lead their youth ministry, know
youth culture and strengthen youth ministry back home. Community Group Connection There will be several opportunities for Community Groups to interact with other Community Groups. We are planning
community connection times in the park outside U.S. Bank Stadium before Mass Events and for those
waiting for transportation follow Mass Events.

Servant Events
•

Gathering servant events will take place on the mornings of July 12, 13, and 14. Tentatively, servant
events will deploy from the convention center, U.S. Bank Stadium, and hotels outside of Downtown. Deployment location will be based on hotel assignment. Gathering planners hope to secure 10,000-12,000
service spots for Gathering participants over the days of the Gathering. Saturday and Sunday’s numbers
may be lighter due to the weekend.

5K Run/Walk
•

A few highlights/changes: The route will most likely be through the city in the general area of the convention center.

•

An effort/charity will again benefit from a part of the 5K registration fee. (Registration will probably be
hosted by a program separate from the Gathering registration program.)

•

Registration before the Gathering will be required. This requirement will allow on-site registration to go
more smoothly (t-shirt distribution, timing devices, etc.).

•

We will divide the race between those who are running seriously for time (given a timing device) and
those running for fun or walking.

Mass Event Plus
•

Mass Event Plus will take place on Thursday, Friday and Saturday evening fifteen minutes after the Mass
Event. Each event will feature a top-level performer or band for a 45-minute extended concert/
performance.

District Events
•

Many LCMS Districts have planned an event/activity to gather together and celebrate your District community. Registration before the Gathering will be required and handled by each District. Information will
be available on the Gathering website.

Late Night Options
•

Along with Mass Event Plus, other limited late-night (after Mass Event) programming will take place in
Gathering hotels and other locations in the downtown Minneapolis area. Opportunities will focus on
community group and prayer time. Tentatively, activities are planned in The Commons for people who
are waiting transportation following Mass Events.

Travel Plans
National Youth Gathering ‘19

Going
Leave

Tyler, TX

Wednesday, July 10

8:00 AM

Arrive

Kansas City, KS

Wednesday, July 10

7:00 PM

Leave

Kansas City, KS

Thursday, July 11

8:00 AM

Arrive

Minneapolis, MN

Thursday, July 11

4:00 PM

Coming Home
Leave

Minneapolis, MN

Monday, July 15

12:30 PM

Arrive

Kansas City, KS

Monday, July 15

8:30 PM

Leave

Kansas City, KS

Tuesday, July 16

8:00 AM

Arrive

Tyler, TX

Tuesday, July 16

7:00 PM

