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Community Groups @ Trinity Presbyterian Church     9/24/17 
 
Text: John 4:31-37, Matthew 9:35-38 (ESV) 
Title: A Vision for the Harvest 
Teacher: Ted Powers 
 
Surrender through Prayer: 
Surrender through prayers for Illumination and Transformation, asking that Jesus would meet 

with you in this time. 

 
Engage with the Sermon 
Read the passage together 
 
Ted Powers, the Director of Church Planting for Mission to North America, spoke to us today 
about engaging with the Harvest as Jesus talks about in the gospels. Ted said that America is 
the only region in the world that is actually declining in terms of the ratio of churches to people. 
(Now only 8 churches for every 10,000 people.) Jesus’ call to all of his disciples was to “look” 
and “see” that “the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.” Our call from Jesus is to 
engage our hearts, our passions, our prayers and our lives in the work of bringing the gospel of 
Jesus and his saving work to people who don’t yet know him. 
 
Reflection Questions: 

 
1. A Vision for the Harvest: Ted said the U.S. is now the 3rd largest “Mission Field” of 

unchurched and non-Christian people in the world. When he asked foreign church 
planters and missionaries why they’re coming to the U.S. they gave two main reasons. 
1. America (and the American Church) is still the strongest influence in the global 
church; if the American church falls, “you’ll take us down with you.” 2. We’re here to 
reach the people who you don’t seem to care about or aren’t effective at reaching.  

  
• How did Ted Powers’ message strike you as you think about the Church in 

America? Have you ever thought of yourself as living in a “mission field”? 
• Who are the people you’re least effective or excited about reaching with the 

gospel? (Pray for yourself and for them)  
 

2. A Heart for the Harvest: Jesus looked at the people and had compassion on them 
because they were a mess, “like sheep without a shepherd.” We often will think, “they 
made the mess, they deserve the consequences,” but Jesus just says “come all you 
who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

 
• When do you tend to blame people for their own problems, and what helps lead 

you to compassion?  
 

3. A Passion for the Harvest: Jesus said, “my food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to accomplish his work.” Jesus’ passion, the thing that satisfied him and filled him 
up (like food), was doing his Father’s will. The harvest is what got him up every day. 

 
• What “food” tends to bring you fulfillment in your daily life?  
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• What would it look like for your “food” to be doing God’s will? What would have 
to change in your life? (Ask Holy Spirit for help.)  

 
4. Getting involved in the Harvest: Jesus said, “pray to the Lord of the harvest to send 

out laborers into his harvest.” John Knox, a Scottish Theologian in the 1500’s once 
prayed, “Lord, give me Scotland lest I die.”   

 
• Pray for Stan McMahan, Josh Floyd, and all the other church planters in our 

region (and their Launch Teams!!) as they bring the gospel to people who don’t 
know Jesus. 
• Pray for laborers to go into the harvest in your family, neighborhood, Community 

Group, Workplace, Church, city, county, nation…etc. 
 
 
 
WORSHIP AND PRAYER:  
 
A.C.T.S.  
(Spend time in prayer and worship as a group as you consider adoring God the Father, 
confessing your sin and weakness, giving thanks to Jesus, and asking Holy Spirit to transform 
you. Use this as a time to talk to God about what’s been revealed in your heart during your 
discussion.) 
 
 
1. ADORATION (Father) 
Adore and Worship God for His attributes and actions 

 
 
 

2. CONFESSION (Me) 
Spend time Confessing and Repenting of sin and ways in which you are finite and limited 

 
 
 

3. THANKSGIVING (Son) 
Give thanks to Jesus for his salvation (past, present, future) 

 
 
 

4. SUPPLICATION (Holy Spirit) 
Ask Holy Spirit to transform you in specific ways 

 
 
 

Prepare for Gospel Community: 
Pray for those who are on your heart, that God would use you to impact them with His 
gospel message. 


