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H E R A L D
Finding God’s  Wil l

T H E

Guidance

How does God guide His people? How do I discern 
His voice and respond in a way that honors and 
pleases Him? Can a Christian be outside the will 
of God? Does wisdom have anything to do with it? 
All this and more in...

this Issue:

1. Paths of Righteousness - J. I. Packer 

2. Discovering God’s Will - Sinclair Ferguson

3. God’s Will: Your Sancti!cation - Deepak Reju

4. Seeing e Gospel in e Word Of God - Donald Whitney
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   It is generally felt that guidance is a 
tricky subject, and most of us have had 
!rst-hand experience of what we would 
call guidance problems, either our own or 
those of others whom we have tried to 
help.  

Why do so many such problems arise?  
Where do the difficulties come from?  
Alas, most of them are of our own 
making.  In our quest for God’s guidance 
we became our own worst enemies, and 
our mistakes attest to our nuttiness in this 
area.

What happens?  Regularly we go into a 
twofold tailspin.  On the one hand, we lose 
theological control, so that erratic 
superstitions take us over.  To start with, 
we isolate and narrow the guidance issues 
as if it related to major decisions that 
involve sizable risks for the future, like the 
choice of a life partner, or a vocational and 
an employment, or of a place to live and 
work in one’s calling.  at isolation is a 
fruit of bad theology in itself, and opens 
the door to further mistakes of supposing 
that guidance regularly comes  “out of the 
blue,” as well as say, like an oracle 
re%ecting facts about the future that we 
ourselves do not and cannot know.  ose 
who look for guidance through a 

prophecy, inner voice, “%eece,” or a 
random selection of Bible verses are 
clearly under the spell of this 
misconception.

en, on the other hand, we embrace the 
romantic fancy that all true guidance 
experience can be reported in terms of the 
formula, “the Lord told me” thus and so; 
in other words, that they are all 
experiences producing absolute 
con!dence about the rightness of one 
speci!c line of action.  In the absence of 
such experience we say that we have not 
received guidance as yet; if however, aer 
prayer we !nd ourselves with a pressing 
urge in our mind, we hail it as “my 
guidance” and defy anyone to argue us out 
of it.  Are we right?  Probably not, either 
time.  Yet this idea of guidance is so well 
established in our thinking that a recent 
book could call it the “traditional” view.

What shall we say of it?  

e !rst thing to say is that this idea of 
guidance is actually a novelty among 
orthodox evangelicals, not going back 
further than the last century (Of its pre-
history among Anabaptists, Quakers, and 
various sects it would not be much kind to 
speak).  

en, second, it has led good people to so 
much foolish actions on the one hand, and 
so much foolish inaction on the other, and 
so much puzzlement and heartbreak when 
the “hotline” to God seems to go silent, 
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that it must by now be regarded as 
somewhat discredited.  

ird, it has been said that Scripture gives 
us no more warrant to expect “hotline,” 
“voice-from-the-control-tower” 
experiences of personal guidance than to 
expect new authoritative relations to come 
to us for the guidance of the whole church.

Certainly God's guidance is promised to 
every believed and certainly some 
individuals in the Scripture stories 
(Gideon, Manoah and his wife, and Philip, 
for instance) received guidance in “hotline” 
fashion—just as some individuals in these 
stories received revelations of universally 
authoritative truth, and just as Gideon’s 
“hotline guidance given by theophany, was 
later con!rmed to him by remarkable 
things that happened to a sheepskin on two 
successive nights.  But we must learn to 
distinguish between the ordinary and the 
extraordinary, the constant and the 
occasional, the rule and the exception.  
God may reveal Himself and give guidance 
to His servants any way He pleases, and it 
is not for us to set limits to Him.  But one 
question is, whether or not we are entitles 
to expect “hotline” disclosures on a regular 
basis.  To this question, so I urge, the 
correct answer is “no.”  All the biblical 
narratives of God’s direct communications 
with men are on the face of it exceptional, 
and the biblical model of personal 
guidance is something quite different.

Scripture presents guidance as a covenantal 
blessing promised to each of God’s people 
in the form of instruction on how to live, 
both in broad policy terms and in making 

particular decisions. “I will instruct you 
and teach you the way you should go; I will 
counsel you with my eye upon you" (Ps. 
32:8). “Good and upright is the Lord; 
therefore He instructs sinners in the way. 
He leads the humble to what is right and 
teaches the humble His way” (Ps. 25:8f.). 
How does God guides? By instructing. 
How does he instruct. Partly by His 
shaping of our circumstances, and partly 
by His gi of wisdom to understand and 
digest the teaching of His Word and to 
apply it to ourselves in our circumstances.  

So God’s regular method of guidance is a 
combination of providential and 
instructional action.  

What more He may do in prompting or 
redirecting decision in a particular case 
cannot be anticipated in advance nor made 
subject of generalization in retrospect.  But 
wisdom will always be given if we are 
humble and docile enough to receive it.

is is to say that God's guidance is more 
like the marriage guidance, child guidance, 
or career guidance that is received from 
counselors than it is like being “talked 
down” by the airport controller as one %ies 
blind through the clouds.  It is to say that 
seeking God’s guidance, is not like 
practicing divination or consulting oracles, 
astrologers, and clairvoyants for 
information about the future, but rather is 
comparable with our everyday thinking 
through of alternative options in  given 
situations to determine the best course 
open to us. It is to say that the inward 
experience of being divinely guided is not 
ordinarily one of seeing signs or hearing 
voices, but rather one of being enabled to 
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work out the best thing to do.

e classic Bible presentation of the 
guided life, and of the reality of the 
guidance that produces it, is surely Psalm 
23, that beloved shepherd psalm. 
Christians should read it as a declaration 
of it means to be a believer led through life 
by the God who is Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  

e picture is of the saint as a divinely 
shepherded sheep.  Silly and apt to stray as 
I a am (“prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
prone to leave the God I love”), my 
covenant God will not leave me bere of 
either security or sustenance.  He provides 
rest (“besides still waters”), refreshment 
(“he restores my soul”), protection 
(“through the valley of the shadow of 
death”), enrichment (“thou prepares! a 
table”), and enjoyment (“goodness and 
mercy shall follow . . . "). Guidance is one 
facet of that total covenant care whereby 
the King of Love draws me to the destiny 
of deliverance and delight that He planned 
out for me before the world was.

Look more closely at verse 3. “Paths of 
righteousness” are ways of behaving that 
are right, and please God, because they 
correspond to His command and match 
His moral nature. Vocational decisions 
that are perceptive and prudent are 
certainly included, but the basic idea is of 
being holy as our holy God calls us all to 
be, and this is where biblical guidance 
always centers. “For His name’s sake” 
means: for the furthering of His glory (i.e., 
responsive praise for revealed 
praiseworthiness) through his 

demonstration of covenant faithfulness. 
e Lord is my shepherd: He is pledged to 
watch over me, order my travels, stay with 
me, and bring me safe home, and he will 
not fail in His commitment. Finally, "He 
leads me" means that by His instruction 
within the frame of His providence He 
gives me wisdom to see the right thing—
the best thing, the most fruitful thing, the 
purest and noblest thing, the most Christ-
like and God-honoring thing—that I can 
do in each situation, and stirs me up to 
attempt it.

How does God give this discernment? We 
say it is a matter of wisdom: well, where 
does this wisdom come from?  at 
question may be answered in two ways.  
Formally and theologically, the answer is: 
from God’s Word and Spirit.  Personally 
and experientially, the answer is: from 
being transformed by God’s grace.  Each 
answer is part of the other: both go 
together, as follows.

On the one hand, God’s teaching in 
Scripture is our basic guide for living.  
Bible history and biography illustrate and 
enforce, both positively and negatively, the 
divine demand for faith and faithfulness 
which so many didactic passages spell out.  
e Holy Spirit who inspired the 
Scriptures both authenticates them to us 
as the Word of God, making us unable to 
doubt their authority, and also interprets 
them to us as we read and meditate on 
them and hear and read others’ 
expositions of them. Interpretation means 
precisely: seeing how they apply. 
Commentaries can tell us what the text 
meant as an expression of the writer’s 
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mind to those to whom he !rst addressed 
himself, but only the Holy Spirit can show 
us what it means as God's Word of 
direction for our life today. Only through 
the Spirit is guidance from Scripture a 
reality.

Here two points that are oen overlooked 
need to be underlined. 

First: there are many situations in which 
the general principles of Scripture are all 
the guidance we either need or get. In 
military operations the general will give 
the !eld commander his orders of the day 
in the form of objectives (capture this 
strong point, defend that position, move 
troops to such-and-such a place), and 
leave it to him to devise the ways and 
means. God oen guides us in the same 
fashion, leaving it to us to use the 
intelligence He gave us in working out the 
best way to implement biblical principles 
and priorities. It is part of the process 
whereby He matures us in Christ.

Second: the moral law of Scripture, which 
is the family code for all God’s children, 
leaves us free to make our own choices as 
to how we use created things—what 
interests we pursue, what hobbies we have, 
and so forth. No guidance is to be 
expected in these areas beyond the 
maxims of not letting the good displace 
the best, not hurting others by the ways in 
which we enjoy ourselves and not hurting 
ourselves by any excessive indulgence that 
diverts our hearts from heaven to earth 
and from the Giver to His gis: in other 
words, the rules of using liberty 
responsibly.

On the other hand, inward discernment of 
the best and holiest thing to do is always a 
fruit of faith, repentance, consecration, 
and transformation by the Holy Spirit. 
Familiar indeed are the opening words of 
Romans 12: “I appeal to you therefore, 
brethren by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacri!ce holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship Do not be conformed to this 
world but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind..." Less oen, however is 
stress, laid on what comes next: "... that 
you may prove what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
“Prove” means “discern by examining 
alternatives,” and Paul s point is that there 
is a moral and spiritual precondition of 
being able in each situation to see what 
God wants done. 

ose whose minds God is currently 
transforming may still err about speci!c 
aspects of God’s will in areas of life where 
their residual unwisdom still holds sway, 
but where no work of inward renewal is 
progress no adequate discernment of 
God’s will is to be expected at all. 
Guidance is God's gi to those who are 
looking to Him—that means precisely, 
looking to Jesus Christ—to save them 
from sin. He leads the humble in what is 
right, and teaches the humble His way (Ps. 
25:9, emphasis added).

In this connection we should note the 
importance of models. e apostles called 
for imitation of Christ, and also of 
themselves. What this imitation amounts 
to is catching the spirit of lowly, costly, 
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self-giving love: love that in its desire to 
make other persons great spends and is 
spent up to the limit. Part of the 
discerning of God's will to which Spirit-
taught minds are led is an awareness of the 
needs to maintain this attitude in all 
relationships, and of the evil of the ego 
trips that negate it.

Here, too, the importance of corporateness 
in our quest to know the will of God needs 
stressing. We were neither made nor 
redeemed for self-sufficient aloneness, and 
it is not to be expected that our private 
stock of wisdom and discernment will 
suffice without supplement from outside 
sources. “In an abundance of counselors 
there is safety.” We must never be too 
proud to take advice from persons wiser 
and godlier than ourselves, and any 
personal guidance that we think we have 
received by inner nudge from the Lord 
ought to be checked with believers who are 
capable of recognizing unrealism, 
delusion, and folly when they see it.  In 
these two ways the Spirit regularly uses the 
fellowship of the body of Christ to deepen 
each Christian's discernment of God's will, 
and it is part of the discipline of divine 
guidance to be ready for the Spirit to speak 

to us through other believers to con!rm 
His will for our lives.

Such is divine guidance according to the 
Scriptures. It may be more than this (we 
have not yet raised the issue of inner 
nudges, which the !nal article in this 
series will take up); what is certain, 
however, is that it will never be less than 
this, and any supposed guidance that gets 
away from the Bible, the limits of 
possibility set by providence, and the 
discernment of the regenerate heart as to 
what most honors and best pleases our 
savior God must be judged phoney and 
delusive.

In this age of shallow secularized self-
con!dence pitfalls here abound, and we 
need to suspect ourselves and search our 
hearts time and gain lest we be found 
fooling ourselves and others by imagining 
that we have received God’s guidance 
when really our own fancy leads us astray.  

Yet God remains faithful, and it may still 
become every Christian’s honest and true 
testimony that “He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake.”  Praise 
His holy name!

“So go marry someone, provided you're equally yoked and you actually like being with 
each other. Go get a job, provided it's not wicked. Go live somewhere in something with 
somebody or nobody. But put aside the passivity and the quest for complete ful"llment 
and the perfectionism and the preoccupation with the future, and for God's sake start 

making some decisions in your life. Don't wait for the liver-shiver. If you are seeking "rst 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, you will be in God's will, so just go out and 

do something.”

~ Kevin DeYoung 
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   Walking in the will of God produces a 
distinctive life-style. ere will be certain 
characteristics which will be true of all 
Christians in all places and in every age. 
ere are abiding qualities about true 
Christians which would make them 
recognizable by their fellow believers in 
very different epochs of church history.

But for every Christian the question 
arises, not, What is true of all Christians 
always? but, What is the will of God in this 
particular, unique situation in which I "nd 
myself?  We have to face the issue of the 
nature of the principles which govern 
Christian conduct. How do we discover 
the will of God when we are faced with a 
possibly bewildering array of choices?
e exposition of the Christian walk is a 
major theme in one of Paul's letters and 
this further question is also a theme with 
which Paul dealt at some length. We !nd 
him discussing it in his First Letter to the 
Corinthians. . .

Paul's principles remain valid. Not only 
so; they are of great practical usefulness to 
us in discerning what the will of the Lord 
is in our lives. A careful study of them 
gives rise to a series of questions which 
will help to unfold what God's guidance 
might be in any given situation.

1. Is it Lawful?
e Corinthians emphasized the (biblical) 
principle that Christ has set them free. 
Paul retorted that  freedom is not the only 
principle in the Christian life. Freedom is 
for something. God has set us free for 
holiness. He has blessed us with freedom 
from the guilt and bondage of sin - but 
not in order that we might become 
enslaved to the very sins for which Christ 
died to redeem us!

is is powerfully reinforced by the 
apostle [in 1 Cor 6:9-11]. Paul provides a 
long list of the kinds of sinful conduct 
which are contrary to membership of the 
kingdom of God. He does not mean that 
these heinous sins are the unforgivable 
sin. Some of the Corinthians had indulged 
in these very sins before they were 
converted. Yet they had been washed, 
sancti!ed and justi!ed through Christ! 
But they had to be radically converted in 
order to be !tted for the kingdom of God. 
No anarchy is present there - it is a 
kingdom, a monarchy, and is governed by 
the great and holy commandments of 
God.

What is Paul's point? It is that  no action 
which is contrary to the plain word of God 
can ever be legitimate for the Christian. No 
appeal to spiritual freedom or to 
providential circumstances can ever make 
what is ethically wrong anything else but 
sinful. For the Christian is free only to 

Discovering God’s Will
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love and obey the law of God. erein lies 
his true freedom.
We can oen reduce the possible choices 
that face us at different times in our lives 
by this very simple question:  Is it 
lawful?  How readily Satan seems to be 
able to blind us just here - and we lose 
sight of the fact that we have been saved in 
order to be made holy.

2. Is it Bene!cial to Me?
If our !rst question is concerned with the 
nature of the action itself, our second one 
must be concerned with its consequences. 
It may be true (in a sense) says Paul, that 
"all things are permissible" [cf. 1 Tim 4:4; 
Rom 14:14, etc.]. "But not everything is 
bene!cial" [1 Cor 6:12].
Do you every !nd yourself challenged on 
a course of action by a fellow-Christian, 
and automatically respond: "What's wrong 
with it?" It is the most natural form of self-
defense. But it may well hide a guilty 
conscience. For, in our hearts of hearts we 
know, as Paul so incisively teaches, that 
this is not the really important question. 
ere may be "nothing wrong with it"; but 
there may be nothing right with it; it may 
not prove to be bene!cial to me.
e question I must learn to ask is: Will it 
bring bene!ts, as far as I am able to judge, 
so that my relationship to the Lord Jesus 
Christ is strengthened? Will it draw me 
nearer to Him?
ere are so many areas in which this 
applies. When I am faced with a choice of 
occupation, or a sphere of work, or a move 
to another part of the country, with all 
that it involves in terms of fellowship, 

ministry and spiritual in%uence, I am 
surely obliged to ask this question. Of 
course it is not the all-determining factor 
in each instance. But it is an important 
factor in many cases.
I may !nd myself with the opportunity to 
spend a sum of money on something on 
which I have set my heart. But is it God's 
will? Well, let the question be introduced 
into my thinking: Will it bene!t? Or, will 
it have the tendency to consume my time, 
energy and interests in such a way that I 
will be spiritually the poorer? Will it 
complicate, rather than simplify my life?
Of course, no two people will give exactly 
the same answer in every situation. We are 
no longer speaking about whether a 
course of action is lawful for the Christian. 
we are considering only actions which are. 
But something which has a neutral 
in%uence on one person may be 
detrimental to another. We are not called 
to judge other men's consciences [1 Cor 
2:15; 4:3-5]. But "the spiritual man makes 
judgments about all things", and this is 
what we are enabled to do when we ask: 
"Is it bene!cial to me?" It may or may not 
be in others' experience. at is not my 
concern. I am responsible to Christ for my 
own stewardship. Is this bene!cial to me?

3. Is it Enslaving?
"Everything is permissible to me": - but I 
will not be mastered by anything [1 Cor 
6:12]. ere is a play on words in what 
Paul says: ese things are all within my 
power - but will I end up in their power? 
Again, assuming that what is being 
considered falls into the category of things 
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legitimate, this question can only 
ultimately be answered in personal terms.]
What is the principle? It is that the 
Christian must always, through the grace 
of the Spirit, be master of himself. Paul 
illustrates this later in 1 Corinthians. In the 
race all who compete have already gone 
into strict training. ey have sought to 
master and subdue all their natural 
appetites so that, instead of being mastered 
by them, they will master their bodies and 
make them their slaves [1 Cor 9:27].
What happens to the athlete who nibbles at 
cream cakes and tucks away too many 
calories? A moment comes in the race 
when he ceases to be the master, and the 
appetites to which he has yielded strangle 
every last ounce of energy out of him. ey 
have him at their mercy and all hope of 
winning a prize must be abandoned. Is 
there not a clear parallel in the Christian 
life? It is possible to make choices which, 
eventually, will tend to squeeze out our 
spiritual energies; to commit ourselves to 
things which, however legitimate in 
general terms, will eventually become the 
dominating and driving force in our lives.
Of course we have our spiritual liberties. 
But when we !nd ourselves unable to enjoy 
the Christian life without our liberties, 
then we have become enslaved to the,. 
ere is, for example, presumably no built-
in evil about owning a new car, or living in 
pleasant house, or enjoying various foods, 
spending time in various pursuits, or with 
certain kinds of people. But when we 
cannot be content without them; when we 
simply must have them - they are no longer 
our liberties, but our chains. e Christian 
should develop in Christ a sensitivity to 

those things to which he will most readily 
allow himself to be brought into bondage. 
"Will this enslave me?" will be a question 
never far from his thinking. "I will not be 
mastered by anything" is a good motto text 
for the man who has received a spirit of 
self-discipline [2 Tim 1:7].

4. Is it Consistent with Christ's Lordship?
Sin of tragic proportions had erupted in 
the congregation at Corinth. Consequently 
Paul asks whether they rightly understood 
their relationship  to the Lord. e only 
chapter in which he does not use this title 
for Jesus is chapter 13! It deeply troubled 
him that the Corinthians failed to realize 
that they were not their own; they had 
been bought at the great price of their 
Master's life blood [1 Cor 6:19,20; 7:23].
What is Paul's concern? It is that whenever 
a Christian engages in a course of action he 
d o e s s o i n u n i o n w i t h 
Christ.  Nothing  severs that relationship. 
Not even sin can annul it. at is the 
horri!c truth. Whenever the Corinthians 
gave themselves to gross and indecent 
sin, they were dragging Christ into it.
Sometimes we say that the principle by 
which any action may be judged is: Can I 
take Christ there? ere is truth in that. 
But it is not the whole truth. For, Paul 
emphasizes, we have no choice in the 
matter. We do  take Christ there. As those 
who are united to him we cannot leave him 
behind. So the real question is: Can I take 
Christ there and look him in the face 
without shame? Is this course of action, 
this decision I am taking, totally consistent 
with my personal confession that "Jesus 
Christ is my Lord"?
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Again it should be emphasized that on its 
own this question is of limited help. It may 
answer my questions about the Lord's will 
immediately (particularly if the answer is 
'No'). but it is not in itself an all-sufficient 
test. It is not the !nal litmus paper by 
which we can judge the Lord's will. We 
need to take all these questions into 
consideration. We may !nd, having 
sought to answer them all, that there is 
still a momentous decision which God 
expects us to make. But it can hardly be 
doubted that much confused thinking 
began to be cleared away from the church 
at Corinth as these penetrating questions 
were set before them. We too will !nd the 
same.

5. Is it Helpful to Others?
When we move further on in the First 
Letter to Corinth, we !nd Paul asks 
similar questions of a different situation - 
an indication that we are on the right 
track when we assume that these 
questions have a wide and valuable 
application to many areas of our thinking. 
But he added others.
I must not rest content with asking 
whether a course of action will be 
personally helpful. Will it have a like 
bene!cial effect on others? Indeed, do I 
engage in it with a view to serving and 
helping them? Or, am I in danger of 
"destroying the work of God"? [Rom 
14:20] When speaking of the Christian's 
personal freedom, and the way it must be 
balanced over against the weakness and 
strengths of others, Paul confesses: "I try 
to please everyone in every way. For I am 
not seeking my own good, but the good of 

many, so that they may be saved. Follow 
my example . . ." [1 Cor 10:33].
Jesus lived by this principle. When he 
summarized his commitment in his great 
prayer to the Father, he said: "I am 
sanctifying myself  for their sakes" [John 
17:19]. We should be concerned to help 
and please others. Paul affirms, "For even 
Christ did not please himself " [Rom 15:3]. 
Does this not drive home to us the fact 
that the will of God (and therefore his 
guidance) is the most demanding thing in 
the world? does it not pierce to the 
dividing place in our lives between soul 
and spirit? [Heb 4:12] For we are oen 
concerned with guidance in order that our 
lives may be freed from anxiety and 
uncertainty - so that we may have a 
measure of personal comfort and security. 
God, on the other hand, is concerned that 
we should be cast upon Him to do His 
will, whatever the enduring cost. e will 
of God is shaped in the image of His Son's 
Cross. e will of God means death to our 
own will, and resurrection only when we 
have died to all our own plans.
Did we really appreciate that this was what 
we were letting ourselves in for when we 
said that we wanted guidance?

6. Is it Consistent with Biblical 
Example?
Do not be surprised that Paul's discussion 
reaches its conclusion with these words: 
"Follow my example, as I follow the 
example of Christ" [1Cor 11:1]. "What 
would Paul have done?" "What would 
Christ Himself have done?" these are the 
questions we can now ask. Are there 
incidents, or is there teaching in Scripture, 
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which can be applied to the situation in 
which I !nd myself? Will it give me a clue 
to the will of God for my life now? [Cf. 
Phil 3:17; 2 ess 3:7; 2 Tim 3:10; Heb 6:12; 
13:7].
We are not le to our own imagination in 
dealing with this question. e only Christ 
we know - for that matter the only Paul we 
know - is to be found in the pages of 
Scripture. Here again we are driven back 
to our great principle: we discover the will 
of God by a sensitive application of 
Scripture to our own lives.
e apostle Peter speaks in similar vein. 
Christ suffered for us, and in doing so He 
le us an example that we should follow in 
His footsteps [1 Peter 2:21]. He uses a very 
picturesque word, which means a model 
of pattern to be copied. It is the kind of 
expression we would use of a teacher's 
light pencil outline which a child would 
!ll in with a heavier hand, and !ll out in 
his own unique way. What a picture of the 
Christian life! Christ teaches us to live by 
faith by walking His life before us, and 
then saying: "Now, put your feet into these 
footprints of mine, and you will soon 
learn".
is is exactly what we are to do. We are 
to go over the lines which Christ has 
drawn in, lines which we !nd in the 
Scriptures We are to take His hand, and 
!nd His footprints in Scripture, and then 
to follow them. Because of his apostolic 
ministry Paul was able to encourage his 
contemporaries to follow him because he 
followed Christ. ere is stil l an 
application of that which will bene!t us in 
our thinking.

Yet, even here, Paul cannot escape from 
the ultimate challenge, "whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God" [1 Cor 
10:31]. We cannot escape this challenge 
either. It is the non-negotiable norm of 
Christian living. If my heart goes out for 
His glory, then I will !nd the yoke of these 
questions easy, and the burden of gospel 
holiness to which they urge me is light 
indeed:

Is it lawful?  Is it bene!cial?  Is it 
enslaving?  Is it consistent with the 
Lordship of Christ?  Is it bene!cial to 
others? Is it consistent with the example 
of Christ and the apostles?  Is it for the 
glory of God? For that matter, am I 
living for the glory of God?

e task y wisdom hath assigned 
O let me cheerfully ful"l, 

In all my works y presence "nd, 
And prove y good and perfect will.
ee may I set at my right hand, 

Whose eyes my inmost substance see, 
And labour on at y command, 
And offer all my works to ee.
Give me to bear y easy yoke, 

And every moment watch and pray, 
And still to things eternal look, 
And hasten to y glorious day

Charles Wesley
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Part 1
  Check-list of Self-Examination of 

Personal Sins

Instructions: Take a moment and check-off 
any sins that apply to you.   

Stewardship of Time

□ Inconsistent
□ Irresponsible 
□ Lazy
□ Procrastinator 
□ Wishy/washy

Stewardship of Finances 

□ Greedy 
□ Impractical
□ Stingy
□ Squanderer 
□ Wasteful 

Stewardship of Tongue

□ Argumentative 
□ Blow-ups
□ Brash
□ Always get the last word
□ Glib
□ Gossip
□ Harsh
□ Insolent
□ Insulting

□ Lying/untruthful
□ Perverse/Filthy Language
□ Quarrelsome
□ Sarcastic
□ Slanderous
□ Temper outbursts 

Stewardship of Self 

□ Arrogant 
□ Boastful
□ Careless with eyes 
□ Conceited 
□ Cries w/o reason
□ Deceitful
□ Disobedient
□ Foolishness
□ Idolatry 
□ Overambitious
□ Overly independent
□ Perfectionistic
□ Petty
□ Rage/Anger
□ Reckless
□ Scheming
□ Secretive
□ Sel!sh/self-willed
□ Spineless
□ Stubborn
□ Touchy
□ Unbelieving
□ Undiscerning
□ Unreasonable

Stewardship of Relationships

□ Belitting
□ Bitter 
□ Blameshiing 

God’s Will: Your Sanctification

Deepak Reju is Associate Pastor at 
Capitol Hill Baptist Church, Washington, 
DC, U.S.A.
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□ Blow ups
□ Clams up
□ Cliquish
□ Closed minded
□ Complaining/Nagging
□ Correcting
□ Critical
□ Cruel
□ Deceitful
□ Demanding
□ Distrustful
□ Domineering
□ Embarrassing
□ Envy
□ Fussy
□ Hateful
□ Heartless 
□ Holier-than-thou/Lordly
□ Hostile 
□ Hypocritical
□ Inconsiderate
□ Insensitive 
□ Interrupting 
□ Jealous
□ Judgmental
□ Lust
□ Malicious
□ Prideful
□ Manipulating
□ Meddling
□ Mischievous
□ Overbearing
□ Picky 
□ Possessive
□ Puts off confronting
□ Rationalizing
□ Rebellious/unsubmissive
□ Resentful
□ Rigid
□ Rude 
□ Snoopy 

□ Spiteful 
□ Suspicious
□ Tactless
□ in-skinned 
□ oughtless 
□ Tyrannical
□ Uncooperative
□ Unfair
□ Unforgiving
□ Ungrateful
□ Unkind 
□ Unloving/unmerciful
□ Untrustworthy

Decision Making
□ Indecisive 
□ Indifferent 
□ In%exible

Part 2
  Confession & Forgiveness & Sharing

• Take a moment to pray and confess 
your sins to God.   

• Hear Scripture’s promise in response 
to your confession:  “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

• If you are married, take some time to 
share this with your spouse.  

Have you considered whether your next 
job or your choice of a spouse or your new 
hobby or new purchase will help grow in 
godliness and love for the gospel and 
Christ or hinder it?

May the Lord give you wisdom. 
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   Surely no one reading this article needs 
to be convinced of the importance of 
feeding upon the Word of God. As Jesus 
said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). It is through 
the regular, personal intake of the Bible 
that we come to know God better, 
understand His will for our lives, 
experience God’s transforming presence, 
and much more.

But have you considered the signi!cance  
of daily saturation in Scripture for 
developing a more gospel-centered,  
Christ-focused life? Here’s what I mean:   
in your Bible reading, ask the question, 
“How does this text relate to the gospel  
and to Jesus?”

Martin Luther encouraged Christians: 
“Preach the gospel to yourself every day.” 
So there are times in every day when we 
need the reminder that what we are doing, 
saying, or thinking is sinful and needs to 
be taken by repentance to the cross of  
Jesus for forgiveness. Also, there are 
moments each day when we require a f 
resh awareness that a Christian lives in   
the freedom of God’s forgiveness and the 

righteousness of Christ because of the 
person and work of Jesus. We need to 
transform our daily Bible reading time into 
a stimulus to this kind of biblical thinking.

  So again, regardless of how much or how 
little Scripture you read on a given day, 
close by going back to something from 
your reading and ask, “How does this text 
relate to the gospel and to Jesus?” Perhaps 
you will choose one verse or part of a verse. 
Maybe you will select a single word, a 
character in the narrative, or the main idea 
of the passage. From it you may see, for 
instance, something that shows our need 
for the gospel, or an example that points to 
something Jesus is or something Jesus did 
in an even greater way, or an illustration of 
one of the effects of the gospel upon those 
who believe.

Choosing a few words from your reading 
and asking a question such as this is one 
way to meditate on Scripture. Some of the 
most remarkable promises in the Bible are 
associated with the practice of meditation 
on Scripture (for example, Josh. 1:8; Ps. 1:2; 
James 1:25). Despite these, I am convinced 
that the greatest devotional need for most 
of those reading this article — even those 
committed to spending time in the Bible 
every day — is to meditate on Scripture.

It seems a common experience for people 
to read the Bible and then, as soon as they 

Seeing The Gospel In The Word  
Of God

Don Whitney is Associate Professor of 
Biblical Spirituality at the Southern 
Baptist eological Seminary, Louisville, 
Kentucky, U.S.A.
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close it, to forget everything they’ve read. 
People are seldom changed by what they 
immediately forget. Why can’t we 
remember? Do most people somehow lack 
the mental equipment necessary to 
remember something they just read? I 
think the forgetfulness occurs mostly 
because people spend two or three 
seconds reading one verse, then two or 
three seconds with the next verse, and so 
on until they are !nished. How much does 
anyone remember of thoughts they 
consider for just two seconds?

Reading the Bible was never intended to 
be the primary means of absorbing the 
Bible. Reading is the starting place, but 
meditation is the absorption of Scripture. 
And it is the absorption of Scripture that 
leads to the experiences with God and the 
changes in our lives that we seek when we 
come to the Bible.

Most Christians read the Bible; few 
meditate on it. As a result, so many sense 
little spiritual impact from the time they 
invest in Scripture intake. So the main 
reason more Christians don’t !nd their 
daily time in the Scriptures more 
pro!table has little to do with the strength 
of their memory, the level of their 
education, or their IQ; rather, the problem 
is very simple: a lack of meditation 
on Scripture.

Biblical meditation has to be simple if it is 
to be doable by every Christian, for God 
has children around the world with 

incredible diversity regarding age, 
education, intelligence, and opportunity. 

Accordingly, there are many ways to 
meditate on the text of Scripture, such as 
repeating the verse or phrase with 
emphasis on a different word each time, 
rewriting the verse or phrase in your own 
words, looking for applications of the text, 
formulating a principle from it, asking 
what question is answered or problem is 
solved by it, praying through the text, and 
more. Another simple method is what I 
have suggested here — to select something 
from your reading and ask, “How does 
this text relate to the gospel and to Jesus?”

With any form of Bible intake — whether 
hearing, reading, studying, or memorizing 
God’s Word — this is always a good 
question. It enables us to learn and love 
the gospel more deeply, and it helps us to 
preach the gospel to ourselves every day. It 
encourages us to see the Scriptures 
christocentrically and thus to prize Jesus 
all the more.

If you spend just sixty seconds meditating 
on a verse of Scripture, do you realize that 
may be ten to twenty times as long as you 
would normally consider that verse? 
Reserve at least a minute in your Bible 
reading time today, choose a verse, and 
ask, “How does this text relate to the 
gospel and to Jesus?”



July Calendar

July 5, 2013
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 
10:30am UCCD church gathering.
6pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise 

July 11, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study i. 
7pm Surge Training 

July 12, 2013
9:30-10:20am  Friday Foundations.
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 

July 18, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study i

July 19, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 

July 25, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 

July 26, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering

August 2, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
6pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise

F r i d a y  F o u n d a t i o n s

June 14th to July 19th 
9:30 am to 10:20 am

Downstairs

Living as a Church
God calls us to live out our faith in community 

with others. Come and be challenged to live 
your life as a display of God's glory, in 

fellowship with God's people.

Guidance
Do you know God's will for your life? Are you 

paralyzed by decisions you need to 
make? During this six week class you will learn 
how to make wise decisions without resorting 

to superstition or random Bible verses.

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com

ank you for your support 
of our student trip to 
Lucknow, India. 

Please continue to be in 
prayer for us as we share the 

gospel and serve together with our brothers 
and sisters in Lucknow, North India!

Pray for our safe travel back home. We 
return on July 9th !
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