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H E R A L D
“By one Spir it  we were a l l  baptized into one body” (1  Cor 12 :13 )

T H E

Unity in the Church

As we !ght the !ght of faith it’s enough sometimes 
just to keep ourselves together. But God is glori!ed 
through the unity of the members of the body of 
Christ all together. How can we be united when 
we’re so different?  How do we love as Jesus loved 
us? All this and more in ...
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   In the seventeenth chapter of his gospel, 
the Apostle John recounts the most 
extensive prayer that is recorded in the 
New Testament. It is a prayer of 
intercession by Jesus for His disciples and 
for all who would believe through their 
testimony. Consequently, this prayer is 
called Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer. Christ 
implored the Father in this prayer that 
His people might be one. He went so far 
as to ask the Father that “they may be one 
even as we are one” (v. 22b). He desired 
that the unity of the people of God — the 
unity of the church — would re"ect and 
mirror the unity that exists between the 
Father and the Son.

Early in church history, as the church 
fathers were hammering out the cardinal 
doctrines of the faith, they wrestled with 
the nature of the church. In the fourth 
century, in the Nicene Creed, the church 
was de$ned with four adjectival 
quali$ers: one, holy, catholic, and 
Apostolic. ese early saints believed, as 
Scripture teaches, that the church is one, 
a unity.

We know that the prayers of Christ, our 
High Priest, are efficacious and powerful. 

We know that the early church 
experienced remarkable unity (Acts 2:42–
47; 4:32). Yet the church today, in its 
visible manifestation, is probably more 
fragmented and fractured than at any 
time in church history. ere are 
thousands of denominations in the 
United States and even more around the 
world. How, then, are we to understand 
Christ’s prayer for the unity of the 
church? How are we to understand the 
ancient church’s declaration that the 
church is one?

ere have been different approaches to 
this. In the twentieth century, we 
witnessed the rise of relativistic 
pluralism, a philosophy that allows for a 
wide diversity of theological viewpoints 
and doctrines within a single body. In the 
face of numerous doctrinal disputes, 
some churches have tried to maintain 
unity by accommodating many differing 
views. Such pluralism has frequently 
succeeded in maintaining unity — at 
least organizational and structural unity.

However, there’s always a price tag for 
pluralism, and historically, the price tag 
has been the confessional purity of the 
church. In the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, when the Protestant movement 
began, various ecclesiastical groups 
created confessions, creedal statements 

Dr. R.C. Sproul is chairman of Ligonier 
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that set forth the doctrines these groups 
embraced. In the main, these documents 
reiterated that body of doctrine that had 
been passed down through the centuries, 
having been de$ned in the so-called 
ecumenical councils of the $rst several 
centuries. ese confessions also spelled 
out the particular beliefs of these various 
groups. For centuries, Protestantism was 
de$ned confessionally. But in our day, the 
older confessions have been largely 
relativized as churches try to broaden 
their confessional stances in order to 
achieve a visible unity.

ere has always been a certain level of 
pluralism within historic Christianity. 
e church has always made a distinction 
between heresy and error. It is a 
distinction not of kind but of degree. e 
church is always plagued with errors, or 
at least members who are in error in their 
thinking and beliefs. But when an error 
becomes so serious that it threatens the 
very life of the church, when it begins to 
approach a doctrinal mistake that affects 
the essentials of the Christian faith, the 
church has had to stand up and say: “is 
is not what we believe. is false belief is 
heresy and cannot be tolerated within 
this church.” Simply put, the church has 
recognized that it can live with 
differences that are not of the essence of 
the church, matters that are not essentials 
of the faith. But other matters are far 
more serious, striking at the very basics 

of the faith. So, we make a distinction 
between those errors that impact 
the being of the church — major heresies 
— and lesser errors that impact the well-
being of the church.

Today, however, the church, in order to 
achieve unity, increasingly negotiates 
central truths, such as the deity of Christ 
and the substitutionary atonement. is 
must not be allowed to happen, for the 
Bible calls us to “the unity of the 
faith” (Eph. 4:13), a unity based on the 
truth of God’s Word. Believers who are 
trying to be faithful to the Scriptures 
know that the New Testament writers 
stress the need for us to guard the truth 
of the faith once delivered (Jude 3; 1 Tim. 
6:20a) as well as the need for us to beware 
those who would undermine the truth of 
the Apostolic faith by means of false 
doctrine (Matt. 7:15).

e Christian faith is lived on the razor’s 
edge. e Apostle Paul says, “If possible, 
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all” (Rom. 12:18). We need to bend 
over backward to keep peace and 
maintain unity. Yet, at the same time, we 
are called to be faithful to the truth of the 
gospel and to maintain the purity of the 
church. at purity must never be 
sacri$ced to safeguard unity, for such 
unity is no unity at all.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude%203
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude%203
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%206.20a
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%206.20a
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%206.20a
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%206.20a
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%207.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%207.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2012.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2012.18
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   omas Manton, a seventeenth century 
minister, once wrote, “Divisions in the 
church breed atheism in the world.”

Certainly the lack of unity in the church 
distracts minds, breaks hearts, squanders 
energy, and inhibits evangelism. Unity in 
the church is important to God.

John 17 has been described as “a standing 
monument of Christ’s affection to the 
Church.” At least three times Jesus prays 
for the Church’s unity and witness: “that 
they all may be one” (v. 21); “that they 
may be one even as we are one” (v. 22); 
“that they may become perfectly one” (v. 
23); so that all “the world may believe that 
you have sent me… and loved them even 
as you loved me” (vv. 21, 23). So the stakes 
are high.

In the twentieth century, these verses 
were taken out of context and used to 
argue for a lowest-common-denominator 
kind of unity—an institutional union that 
"attened out distinctions and minimized 
the very doctrines that make the church 
distinctively “Christian.” What is striking, 
however, is to see that, rather than being 
minimalistic, Jesus’ prayer paints a grand 

picture of the rich contours of Christian 
belief that hold His people together in 
the world.

Speci$cally, the church is united in a 
shared history. Here we $nd an exalted 
view of God the Trinity as the Son speaks 
to His Father of the pre-temporal glory 
they shared “before the world existed” (v. 
5). We listen to the Son speak of an 
eternal covenant, or arrangement, forged 
between the members of the Godhead in 
which they planned the salvation of a 
people out of the world. (eologians call 
this the pactum salutis, or the covenant of 
redemption.)

In other words, the church’s history began 
before history in the mind and heart of 
God, when the Father promised a people 
as a love gi to His Son. We hear the Son 
reporting that He had “accomplished the 
work” that the Father had given Him to 
do. at work $nds its focus on the cross, 
for “the hour has come” when both God 
the Father and the Son will be 
“glori!ed” (17:1). He had linked His glory 
to His death before when He said, “e 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glori!ed…. Unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (12:23–
24). is was the “hour” for Him to 
“depart out of this world to the 

Dr. William W. Goligher is Senior 
Minister at Tenth Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.
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Father” (13:1). e hour of His death 
would be the hour of His glori$cation. It 
is with a view to this death that the Son, 
as our Great High Priest, “consecrates” 
Himself (17:19) the sacri$cial victim to 
be our sin-bearer and Savior. So we have 
a shared history as those chosen by the 
Father, then given to and redeemed by 
the Son.

e church is united in a shared legacy, 
which was given by Christ to the Apostles 
for our sake. John 17:6–17 refers 
primarily to these men whom Christ had 
chosen and gathered around Him in the 
upper room. He had “manifested” the 
Father’s “name” to them (17:6) and given 
them God’s “words” (17:8). at “word” 
of God, given to the Apostles, “is 
truth” (17:16), and it is “through their 
word” that we today have come to 
“believe” in Jesus (17:20). In other words, 
as our Lord peers into the future, He sees 
generation aer generation of His 
followers who will believe in Him 
through the word of the Apostles.

From the very beginning, the church of 
Christ has been an Apostolic church: 
“and they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship” (Acts 
2:42). is leads the Apostle Paul to say 
that the church is one, a single building, 
God’s temple, because it is “built on the 
foundation of the apostles and 
prophets” (Eph. 2:20). For Jesus, it is the 
truth that unites us. Our spiritual legacy 

is both a common truth and a common 
life, for the church shares the very life of 
God by being organically united to both 
the Father and the Son: “just as you, 
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us” (17:21).

John Stott has written,

“e two potential enemies of Christian 
unity are time and space. It is these that 
separate believers from each other. But the 
same apostolic truth spans the successive 
generations of the church, and the same 
divine life animates all believers of the 
same generation.”

e church is united in a shared destiny. 
For as Jesus $nishes His prayer, He looks 
beyond history to eternity and expresses 
His $nal will for His church. He prays 
that His people will be with Him where 
He is and see His glory. is is the 
church’s destiny: both to be with Christ 
and to see Him as He is, and the vision of 
Jesus will be the vision of God. What 
distinguishes the church from the world 
now is that the world does not know 
God, but Christ has made Him known to 
the church. In eternity, that knowledge 
will be complete, and our fellowship 
perfect, for we will enjoy the very same 
love with which the Father has loved the 
Son (17:26).

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%202.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%202.20
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   Satan hates God and therefore he hates 
God’s people, the church. His great plan 
for the church is to cause Christians—
true believers who ought to be together in 
the gospel—to $nd ways of disagreeing 
among themselves, to divide, to be bitter 
and jealous, and ultimately to “bite and 
devour one another” (Gal. 5:15). Here are 
twelve ways that you can repulse 
Satan’s attacks.

1.Spend more time considering 
evidences of grace in other Christians 
than you do pondering their sins and 
weaknesses.

You, as a Christian, probably have a much 
greater ability to see weakness in other 
believers than to see strength. It is as if 
you use a magnifying glass when looking 
for weakness and a telescope when 
looking for grace. Brooks warns, “Sin is 
darkness, grace is light; sin is hell, grace is 
heaven; and what madness is it to look 
more at darkness than at light, more at hell 
than at heaven.” Indeed.

2.Consider that spiritual safety comes 
through spiritual unity.

Christians united together are difficult to 
separate, difficult to break, difficult to 
pick off and destroy. It is when you isolate 
yourself by disrupting or denying unity 
that you are most at risk.

3.Meditate on God’s many commands 
demanding that we love one another.

When you feel your heart begin to turn 
against another Christian, this is the time 
to turn to the many commands to love 
one another—commands found in places 
such as John 15:12, Romans 13:8, Hebrews 
13:1, 1 John 4:7, 1 Peter 1:22, and so on. 
Allow God’s Word to convict you of 
love’s necessity.

4.Spend more time considering areas of 
agreement than disagreement.

e doctrines you share with other true 
believers are the foundational doctrines; 
the ones you do not share are necessarily 
less central to the faith. Acknowledging 
that you and those with whom you 
disagree will spend eternity together 
should encourage you to not allow 

Tim Challies is Associate Pastor of Grace 
Fellowship Church, Toronto, Canada.

12 Ways to Preserve

Christian Unity



UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOL 5, ISSUE 8   AUGUST, 2013

PAGE 7

peripheral doctrines to separate you here 
on earth.

5.Consider your peaceful God.

God is the God of peace, Christ is Prince 
of peace and the Spirit is the Spirit of 
peace. Having made peace with God, 
having bowed before Christ, having been 
indwelled by the Spirit whose fruit is love, 
joy, peace…, you now have the ability, 
and ought to have the desire, to be at true, 
deep and lasting peace with 
other Christians.

6.Renew in your mind and heart what it 
means to be at peace with God.

Preach the gospel to yourself, because as 
you consider who you are in light of 
God’s perfect goodness, holiness and 
peace, you must soen toward others.

7.Meditate on the unique relationship 
between Christians.

Psalm 133:1 proclaims the goodness and 
pleasantness of dwelling together in 
unity; there are some things in the world 
that are good but not pleasant and others 
that are pleasant but not good. But to live 
in peace is both pleasant and good. 
Consider what it means to be bound 
together in God’s family with fellow 
travelers who are on that same pilgrimage 
to that very same destination.

8.Count the cost of disunity.

When relationships break down, 
disagreement inevitably follows, and 
every disagreement between Christians is 
a triumph of Satan. If you descend into 
disunity, you hand Satan a victory. 
Maintain peace and deny him 
the triumph!

9.Be the !rst to seek peace and 
reconciliation.

You are a Christian today only because 
God was the $rst to seek peace with you. 
You are now called and equipped to be 
the $rst to seek aer peace and to attempt 
to pursue and maintain unity. As you do 
this you have the high honor of acting as 
an imitator of God.

10.Walk and work together with other 
Christians as far as possible, making the 
Word the only judge of your actions.

It is God’s loss and your loss, and it is 
Satan’s gain, when you will not walk in 
love with other Christians, when you will 
not work arm-in-arm together, with 
those with whom you have so much in 
common. ere is so much more of the 
Lord’s work we accomplish together 
than apart.
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11.Judge yourself more than you judge 
others.

If you were to spend more time 
considering your own sin, and less time 
considering the sins of others, you would 
never be so quick to judge and to separate 
yourself from other true believers. Brooks 
says, “ere are no souls in the world that 
are so fearful to judge others as those that 
do most judge themselves, nor so careful to 
make a righteous judgment of men or 
things as those that are most careful to 
judge themselves.”

12.Pursue humility.

Humility necessarily generates peace 
among Christians. Humility will prepare 
you to serve instead of be served, to 
overlook an offense, to pursue every kind 
of unity, to see others succeed where you 
fail, and to respond with joy and grace to 
every other possible source of disunity.

(ese twelve points are based on chapter 5 
of omas Brooks’ Precious Remedies 
Against Satan’s Devices.)

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS
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   It is one of the Bible's many sweet and 
powerful promises: “Resist the devil and 
he will %ee from you” (James 4:7). e 
question is, though, how do we do this? 
In very practical ways, how do we resist 
the devil? omas Brooks offers a list of 
ten ways the Christian can resist 
Satan's temptations.

1. Be Ruled by the Word.

Make the Word of God your rule and 
authority and live in obedience to all it 
says. It will keep you walking straight and 
guard you from all manner of temptation. 
“When men throw off the Word, then God 
throws off them, and then Satan takes 
them by the hand, and leads them into 
snares at his pleasure.”

2.Beware of Grieving the Holy Spirit. 

It is the Holy Spirit that gives the 
Christian the ability to discern Satan's 
temptations and to see his hand in and 
behind life’s circumstances. If you grieve 
the Spirit, you drive off the one whose 
ministry involves guarding you against 
Satan's attacks.

3.Labor for Wisdom.

ere is a great difference between 
knowledge and wisdom, between 
accumulating facts and applying 
Scripture to those facts so they become 
wisdom. It is not the Christian with the 
most knowledge, but the Christian with 
the most wisdom, who is equipped to 
battle Satan's temptations.

4.Resist the First Stirring of 
Temptation.

It is safe to resist temptation and 
dangerous to dabble in it. “He that will 
play with Satan's bait, will quickly be 
taken with Satan's hook.” God promises 
that we can resist temptation, not that we 
can resist sin once we have begun to 
dabble in that temptation.

5.Labor to Be Filled With the Spirit.

e Spirit is a Spirit of light and power. 
e Spirit’s light shines bright against the 
darkness of sin and his power is sufficient 
to overcome all evil and temptation. 
When it comes to $ghting Satan's 
temptations, it is better to have a heart 
$lled with the Spirit than a head $lled 
with facts.

10 Ways to Resist the Devil

Tim Challies is Associate Pastor of Grace 
Fellowship Church, Toronto, Canada.
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6.Keep Humble.

A humble heart would rather lie in the 
dust than rise to prominence by sinful 
means; it would prefer to lose everything 
than to sin and be le with a guilty 
conscience. e humble person is neither 
drawn in by what Satan offers, nor 
terri$ed by his threats.

7.Be Constantly on Guard.

A secure soul is a soul in a position to be 
led astray and ensnared. “at soul that 
will not watch against temptations, will 
certainly fall before the power of 
temptations.” Satan strengthens his 
assaults when the soul grows drowsy and 
careless. So be constantly on guard. 
“Watchfulness is nothing else but the soul 
running up and down, to and fro, busy 
everywhere; it is the heart busied and 
employed with diligent observation of what 
comes from within us, and of what comes 
from without us and into us.”

8.Continue Communing With God.

It is as you join in communion with God 
that he gives you strength to resist Satan’s 
attacks. “A soul high in communion with 
God may be tempted, but will not easily be 
conquered. Such a soul will !ght it out to 
the death.” Take full advantage of God's 
means of grace.

9.Do Not Engage Satan In Your Own 
Strength.

You need to draw the power, and even the 
desire, to resist sin from Jesus Christ and 
you need to do this every day. “Certainly 
that soul that engages against any old or 
new temptation without new strength, new 
in%uences from on high, will fall before the 
power of new temptation.” Commune with 
God, be on guard, be humble—do all of 
these things! But do not rely on them in 
the battle; instead, rely on Christ.

10.Pray Constantly.

“Prayer is a shelter to the soul, a sacri!ce 
to God and a scourge to the devil.” So pray 
and pray constantly. Tell God of your own 
inability to detect and respond to 
temptation; tell him that you are utterly 
dependent upon his grace; tell God that 
Christ's blood has been applied to you; 
tell God that you are his child; ask God to 
deliver you from temptation for the glory 
of his name.
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   In e Essential Edwards Collection, an 
accessible introduction to the work of 
Jonathan Edwards compiled by Owen 
Strachan and Doug Sweeney, the authors 
put together a series of questions to help 
us discern the true state of our hearts and 
expose the reality of nominalism.

Take a look at these questions about our 
loves:

• Do you love God?

• In your heart, do you desire to follow 
Him, worship Him, and obey Him?

• Does your professed love for God 
stretch into action?

• Does it have any practical effect on 
your life?

• Would others characterize you as one 
who loves God?

• Do you adore God?

• Do you want to adore Him?

• Do you love the Bible?

• Do you want to follow the One whom 
it reveals, Jesus Christ, and follow His 
commandments?

• Do you enjoy reading the Bible and 
take nourishment from it?

• Do you struggle to read it and possess 
little desire to obey it?

• Do you care about the Bible?

• Do you seek to understand how it 
should be interpreted, or do you care 
more about how it $ts or does not $t 
with your natural prejudices and 
opinions?

• Do you believe that the Bible is true? 
Is it all true, or are only parts of it 
true?

• Do you love living out and sharing the 
gospel?

• Do you monetarily support other 
Christians in need?

• Do you share the gospel with lost 
people?

• Do you care if someone is lost? Is that 
a concern that comes quickly into 

Trevin Wax is Managing Editor of e 
Gospel Project at LifeWay Christian 
Resources.
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your mind when talking with another 
person?

• Do you pray much for the salvation of 
lost sinners? Do you want people to be 
saved?

• Do you attempt to live out a Christian 
life in front of other people?

• Do you inconvenience yourself to 
present the gospel to others?

• Do you suffer in any form for the sake 
of the gospel? Or is your life free of the 
sting associated with vibrant 
Christianity lived out in a pagan 
world?

• Do you seek to win family members to 
Christ? Or do you assume they’re $ne?

• Do you ask them penetrating questions 
or do you simply assume that they are 
saved?

• When dealing with others, are spiritual 
concerns $rst in your mind?

• Do you love Christians?

• Or are they like any other group of 
people out there?

• Does your love take on a practical 
form?

• Do you desire to serve other 
Christians?

• Do you care when you hear about 
suffering Christians in other countries?

• Do you enjoy church and draw 
nourishment from it?

• Is church endlessly boring you?

• Do you like biblical preaching?

• Do you see the need to be confronted 
about your sin?

• Do you avoid church in order to avoid 
being “judged” or “condemned”?

• Do you love interaction with other 
believers?

• Do you want to support the local 
church?

• Do you want to support missionaries?

• Does the spiritual good of other people 
concern you?

• Is it more important for you to do your 
favorite things on Sunday or to 
worship God with other believers?

• Do you continually struggle with 
$nding the motivation to go to church?

• Do you want to go to church?

• Does the matter of eternity concern 
you?

• Do you want to go to heaven? Do you 
not want to go to hell?

• Do you believe in heaven and hell? If 
so, are you acting on that belief?

• Do you desire to go to heaven to 
worship God for eternity?
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• Do you want to go to heaven because 
that’s where your favorite people and 
things are?

• Do you think about hell? Do you live 
as if eternity is real?

• Does the Bible shape your ethics and 
morals?

• Or do you just go with what you feel at 
a gut level?

• When there is con"ict between your 
natural inclinations and what the Bible 
says, which side wins?

• Do you ever change your mind as a 
result of reading the Bible?

• When making political, ethical, and 
moral decisions, do you consider 
scriptural teachings, or do you base 
your decisions on your moral sense?

• Do you want the Bible to shape your 
ethics?

• Does the Bible affect what you watch, 
read, and listen to?

• Do you ever avoid or turn off content 
that is biblically offensive?

• Do you care if content is moral or 
immoral in an explicitly biblical 
sense?

If used well, these questions could 
provide a starting point from which to 
engage people we love on the question of 
their Christianity. If we listen well, show 
empathy, and share the gospel, we may 
see the Holy Spirit bring true faith to 
those who desperately need it.

“God is the highest good of the reasonable creature, and the enjoyment of him is the only 
happiness with which our souls can be satis!ed. — To go to heaven fully to enjoy God, is 

in!nitely better than the most pleasant accommodations here. Fathers and mothers, 
husbands, wives, children, or the company of earthly friends, are but shadows. But the 
enjoyment of God is the substance. ese are but scattered beams, but God is the sun. 
ese are but streams, but God is the fountain. ese are but drops, but God is the 

ocean ... Why should we labor for, or set our hearts on anything else, but that which is 
our proper end, and true happiness?”

~ Jonathan Edwards, e Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol. 17: Sermons and Discourses, 
1730-1733 
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   As Christians look at their fellow men 
and women, they see people exactly like 
themselves before their eyes were opened, 
and now they are sorry for them. ey 
begin to love hateful persons instead of 
hating them. ey say, “We are all in the 
same position,” and they begin to have an 
eye of compassion for them. eir 
knowledge of the love of God in Christ 
makes them love other people even as 
they have been loved themselves. ey 
are new men and women with a new 
outlook; they are in a new realm. ey 
feel the love of God in their heart, and 
they want to love Him and glorify Him, 
and they know they can glorify God most 
of all by being new men and women, by 
living as Christ lived and thereby showing 
and proving that they are indeed true 
disciples.

Christ our Lord put this perfectly once in 
the parable of the man who was a servant 
and was in trouble. He went to his lord 
and pleaded for forgiveness, and that lord 
forgave him. But there was another man 
who was a servant under the $rst servant 
who came to him and made exactly the 
same plea, but the forgiven servant took 
the other by the throat and said, “No, I 
won’t let you off—you have to pay to the 
last farthing.” Well, said our Lord 
(Matthew 18:23-35), that man must not 
think he has been forgiven, for the man 
who does not forgive will not be forgiven.

What this means is that you and I can 
only be happy about the fact that we are 
Christians if we $nd this loving, forgiving 
spirit within ourselves. It is idle for us to 
say that we know God has for- given us if 
we ourselves are not loving and forgiving. 
People who say they are in the light but 
who hate and do not forgive their brother 
are in darkness even now.

Loving the Brethren

Martyn Lloyd-Jones was pastor of 
Westminster Chapel in London, England, 
from 1943-1968.

He that loveth his brother abideth in the light.
1 John 2:10

~  THOUGHT TO PONDER  ~
It is idle for us to say that we know that God has forgiven us if 

we ourselves are not loving and forgiving.
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   Unity is a crucial element in the life of 
the church - especially among its 
leadership. A uni$ed church can 
accomplish great things for Christ, but 
disunity can cripple or destroy it. Even 
the most orthodox churches aren't 
immune to disunity's subtle attack 
because it oen arises from personality 
clashes or pride rather than doctrinal 
issues.

God oen brings together in 
congregations and ministry teams people 
of vastly different backgrounds and 
temperaments. at mix produces a 
variety of skills and ministries but it also 
produces the potential for disunity and 
strife. at was certainly true of the 
disciples, which included an impetuous 
$sherman like Peter; two passionate and 
ambitious "sons of thunder" like James 
and John; an analytical, pragmatic, and 

pessimistic man like Philip; a racially 
prejudiced man like Bartholomew; a 
despised tax collector like Matthew; a 
political Zealot like Simon; and a traitor 
like Judas, who was in it only for the 
money and eventually sold out for thirty 
pieces of silver.

Imagine the potential for disaster in a 
group like that! Yet their common 
purpose transcended their individual 
differences, and by His grace the Lord 
accomplished through them what they 
never could have accomplished on their 
own. at's the power of spiritual unity!

As a Christian, you're part of a select 
team that is accomplishing the world's 
greatest task: $nishing the work Jesus 
began. at requires unity of purpose and 
effort. Satan will try to sow seeds of 
discord, but you must do everything 
possible to heed Paul's admonition to be 
"of the same mind, maintaining the same 
love, united in spirit, and intent on one 
purpose" (Phil. 2:2).

The Priority of Spiritual Unity

John MacArthur is the pastor-teacher of 
Grace Community Church in 
Sun Valley, California, USA.

e names of the twelve apostles are these: e !rst, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and 
Bartholomew; omas and Matthew the tax-gatherer; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
addaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him

Matthew 10:2-4.

~  FOR FURTHER STUDY  ~
Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-9, noting how Paul addressed the issue of disunity in the 

Corinthian church..



August Calendar

August 2, 2013
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 
10:30am UCCD church gathering.
6pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise 

August 8, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

August 9, 2013
9:30-10:20am  Friday Foundations.
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 

August15, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

August 16, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 

August 22, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

August 23, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering

August 29, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

August 30, 2013
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
Communion Service

September 5, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study.

September 6, 2013
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 
10:30am UCCD church gathering.
6pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise 

F r i d a y  F o u n d a t i o n s

July 26th to September 6th 
9:30 am to 10:20 am

Downstairs

Don’t Waste Your Summer

God is calling you to something greater than a 
well-earned rest!

Spend your summer maximizing your 
fruitfulness for Christ’s kingdom. Based on 
John Piper’s book “Don’t Waste Your Life”, 

these classes explain that summer is for seeing, 
savoring, and sharing the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pray for our Church plants.

RAK Evangelical Church
www.rakchurch.com

Pray for Josh and Jenny Manley as they rest 
and prepare for another busy season of 

ministry ahead. Pray also for Sascha and Julia 
Baer as they vacation in Germany. Ask that the 

Lord would bless the congregation with 
increasing fruit of the Spirit and power in 

evangelism.

Grace Evangelical Church Sharjah

Pray for Anand Samuel and Vaughn Marles 
and their families as they prepare to begin this 
work. Pray that the Lord would raise up many 

faithful laborers. Pray that they would be 
obedient to God’s word and have much joy in 

the Holy Spirit.

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
Web:  www.uccdubai.com


