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HERALD
Editorial: 

Why is it so hard to serve others who are not like you? What did Jesus say about serving 
one another? How should this look in the life of a local church? For all this and more see 
this month’s Herald...

1. e Heresy of Self Centeredness, by John Macarthur
2. at ey May be One, by Carl Robbins
3. e Discipline of Serving, by Don Whitney
4. Your Church and Your Life Planning by Jonathan Leeman
5. Mercy Ministry by Elliot Grudem
6. Church Shopping by Carl Trueman

The Heresy of Self 
Centeredness

Self-centeredness has no place in the 
church. at ought to go without saying. 
But from the dawn of the Apostolic era 
until today, self-love in all its forms has 
plagued the fellowship of the saints. A 
classic early example of out-of-control 
self-centeredness is seen in the case of 
Diotrephes. He is mentioned in 3 John 9–
10, where the Apostle says: “I have written 
something to the church, but Diotrephes, 
who likes to put himself first, does not 
acknowledge our authority… . He is talking 

wicked nonsense against us. And not 
content with that, he refuses to welcome the 
brothers, and also stops those who want to 
and puts them out of the church.”

Diotrephes aspired to be the preeminent 
one in his assembly (perhaps even beyond 
that). erefore, he perceived everyone 
else with any teaching authority — 
including the beloved Apostle — as a 
threat to his power. John had written a 
letter of instruction and encouragement 
to the church, but because of Diotrephes’ 
desire for personal glory, he rejected what 
John had to say. He evidently withheld 
John’s letter from the church. He seems to 
have kept its very existence a secret; 
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perhaps he even destroyed it. us, John 
wrote his third inspired epistle in part to 
tell Gaius about the earlier 
letter’s existence.

In effect, Diotrephes’ selfishness made him 
guilty of the most pernicious kind of 
heresy: he actively suppressed and 
opposed Apostolic doctrine. John, 
therefore, condemned Diotrephes on four 
counts: he rejected Apostolic teaching; he 
made unjust accusations against an 
Apostle; he was inhospitable to the 
brethren; and he excommunicated those 
who did not agree with his defiance of 
John’s authority. In every conceivable 
sense, Diotrephes was guilty of the darkest 
heresy, and all his errors were the fruit of 
his self-centeredness.

In our fleshly, fallen state, we are all beset 
with a tendency toward selfishness. It is no 
minor infraction, no petty character flaw, 
and no small threat to the soundness of 
our faith. Diotrephes illustrates the truth 
that self-love is the mother of all heresies. 
Every false teaching and every rebellion 
against God’s authority is ultimately 
rooted in a fleshly desire to have 
preeminence — in effect, to claim for 
oneself the glory that properly belongs to 
Christ. Every heretic the church has ever 
seen has tried to supplant God’s truth and 
God’s authority with his own 
overblown ego.

Indeed, self-centeredness itself is heretical 
because it is the very antithesis of 
everything Jesus taught or exemplified. 
And it produces seeds that give rise to 
every other heresy imaginable.

erefore, there is no room for selfishness 
in the church. Everything about the 
gospel, everything the church is designed 
to be, and everything we learn from 
Christ’s example strikes a blow at the root 
of human pride and self-centeredness.

Koinōnia
As a matter of fact, the biblical 
descriptions of fellowship in the New 
Testament church employ the Greek 
word koinōnia. e gracious spirit that 
word describes is the polar opposite of 
egocentricity. Variously translated as 
“fellowship,” “sharing,” “communion,” 
“partnership,” and “contribution,” the word 
is derived from koinos, the Greek word for 
“common.” It connotes the ideas of 
sharing, community, joint participation, 
sacrifice for the sake of others, and the 
giving of self for the common good.

Koinōnia is one of the four core activities 
that drew the early church together: “ey 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and the fellowship [koinōnia], to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 
2:42). e heart of “fellowship” in the New 
Testament church was service and sacrifice 
for one another, not festivity or social 
functions per se. e word itself made that 
clear in Greek-speaking cultures. It is used 
in Romans 15:26 to speak of “some 
contribution for the poor” (see also 2 Cor. 
9:3). In 2 Corinthians 8:4, Paul commends 
the churches of Macedonia for their 
“taking part [koinōnia] in the relief of the 
saints.” Hebrews 13:16 says, “Do not 
neglect to do good and to share [koinōnia].” 
Clearly, self-centeredness is hostile to the 
biblical notion of Christian fellowship.
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e One Anothers
at fact is further stressed by the many 
“one anothers” in the New Testament. We 
are commanded to “love one 
another” (John 13:34–35; 15:12, 17); “not 
pass judgment on one another any longer, 
but rather decide never to put a stumbling 
block or hindrance in the way of a 
brother” (Rom. 14:13); “pursue what makes 
for peace and for mutual upbuilding” (v. 
19); and “live in such harmony with one 
another … [and] welcome one another as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God” (15:5, 7). We are told to “bear one 
another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2); to “be kind to 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another” (Eph. 4:32); and to be “submitting 
to one another out of reverence for 
Christ” (5:21). In sum, “Do nothing from 
rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than 
yourselves” (Phil. 2:3). ere are many 
similar New Testament commands 
governing our relationships to one another 
within the church. All of them call for 
selflessness, sacrifice, and service to 
others. Combined, they definitively rule 
out every expression of self-centeredness 
in the fellowship of believers.

Christ as the Head of His Body, 
the Church
at’s not all, though. e Apostle Paul 
commonly compared the church to a body 
with many parts but just one head: Christ. 
Immediately aer emphatically affirming 
the deity, eternality, and absolute 
preeminence of Christ, Paul wrote, “He is 

the head of the body, the church” (Col. 
1:18). God “put all things under his 
[Christ’s] feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, which is his 
body” (Eph. 1:22–23). Individual 
Christians are like body parts, existing not 
for their own sakes, but for the good of the 
whole body: “e whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love” (Eph. 4:16).
Moreover, each part is dependent on all 
the others, and all are subject to the Head. 
e Head alone is preeminent, and 
beyond that, “if one member suffers, all 
suffer together; if one member is honored, 
all rejoice together” (1 Cor. 12:26).
Even the seemingly insignificant parts of 
the body are important (vv. 12–20): “God 
arranged the members in the body, each one 
of them, as he chose. If all were a single 
member, where would the body 
be?” (vv. 18–19).

Any hint of selfishness is a betrayal of not 
only the rest of the body but also the 
Head. at imagery elevates humble 
selflessness to high virtue in the church — 
and it completely rules out self-
centeredness of every kind.

Slaves of Christ
e slave language of the New Testament 
likewise underscores this truth. Christians 
are not only members of a body, subject to 
one another and called to the fellowship of 
sacrifice. We are also slaves of Christ, 
purchased by His blood, owned by Him, 
and therefore accountable to His lordship.
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I wrote a whole book on this subject. 
ere is a tendency, I fear, to try to tone 
down the terminology Scripture uses 
because — let’s face it — the imagery of 
slavery is offensive. It was no less 
disturbing in New Testament times. No 
one wanted to be a slave, and the 
institution of Roman slavery was 
notoriously abusive.

Nevertheless, throughout the New 
Testament, every believer’s relationship 
with Christ is portrayed as a master-slave 
arrangement. at entails absolute 
submission to His lordship, of course. It 
also rules out every hint of pride, egoism, 
independence, or self-centeredness. is is 
simply one more reason no brand of 
selfishness has any legitimate place in the 
life of the church.

Jesus Himself taught this principle clearly. 
His invitation to prospective disciples was 
a call to total self-denial: “If anyone would 
come aer me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow 
me” (Luke 9:23).

e twelve were not swi to learn that 
lesson, and their interaction with one 
another was peppered with disputes 
about who was the greatest, who would 
have the chief seats in the kingdom, and 
similar expressions of selfcentered 
bickering. So on the night of His betrayal, 
Jesus took a towel and basin, and He 
washed the disciples’ feet. His admonition 
to them on that occasion is a powerful 
argument against every whisper of 
egocentrism in the heart of any disciple: 
“If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash 

one another’s feet. For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do just as I 
have done to you” (John 13:14–15).
It was an argument from the greater to the 
lesser. If the eternal Lord of glory was 
willing to take up a towel and wash His 
disciples’ filthy feet, then there is no way 
those who claim to be His disciples should 
seek preeminence for themselves. Christ is 
our model, not Diotrephes.

I cannot close without pointing out that 
this principle has a particular application 
for those in positions of church leadership. 
It is an especially vital reminder in this era 
of superstar religious leaders and young 
pastors who act like rock stars. If God has 
called you to be an elder or teacher in the 
church, it is not for your own celebrity and 
self-aggrandizement. It is for His glory. 
Our commission is to “proclaim not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your [slaves] for Jesus’ sake” (2 
Cor. 4:5).

Food for thought ...

“ere is within each of us an enemy 
which we tolerate at our peril. Jesus 
called it ‘life’ and ‘self,’ or as we would 
say, the self-life. To allow this enemy to 
live is, in the end, to lose everything. 
To repudiate it and give up all for 
Christ’s sake is to lose nothing at last, 
but to preserve everything unto life 
eternal.”           
                                ― A.W. Tozer
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That They May Be One

No Christian would say he is for division in 
the church. Divisiveness stands condemned 
(1 Cor. 1:10). Even the newest believer 
knows that we are given warnings not to 
tolerate those who would cause division 
(Rom. 16:17–18; Titus 3:9–11). And any 
church that has division will certainly not 
be a healthy, growing church.

Conversely, we know that the New 
Testament reveals a strong emphasis on 
unity and community in the church. As 
believers we have a declared unity:

• e church has one 
Head: Ephesians 1:22–23.

• Christ is building one 
church: Matthew 16:17–18.

• e church has one foundation: 1 
Corinthians 3:11.

• All believers have a “sevenfold 
unity”: Ephesians 4:4–6.

• All barriers to unity have been broken 
down in the Gospel: Ephesians 2:11–19.

ose are the objective realities. But how 
do these objective realities work into our 
practice ? How do we come to the place 
where we are united in the same mind and 
the same judgement (1 Cor. 1:10)?

We need to recognize that unity, peace, 
agreement, community, and cooperation 
do not come naturally to us. What does 
come naturally to us is alienation and 
disunity. In fact, it can be easily 
demonstrated that our culture is running 
headlong away from community. In Robert 
Putnam’s book Bowling 
Alone (Simon & Schuster, 2000) we have a 
piercing analysis of the breakdown of 
relational culture. Trends over the last 
twenty-five years include a 58% decline in 
those attending club meetings, a 33% 
decline in family dinners, and a 45% 
decline in having friends over. Americans 
belong to fewer organizations that meet 
face-to-face, we know fewer of our 
neighbors, and we even bowl alone (not on 
teams). Indeed, several cultural factors are 
at work to drive us farther away from 
community: the transiency of our society, 
rootlessness, the Internet, the technological 
transformation of leisure, and many 
other things.

Yet regeneration and conversion change 
our bent toward alienation (Eph. 2:11–20). 
Instead of viewing ourselves as loners and 
strangers and individualists hiding from 
others, we must now view ourselves as part 
of a “holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9).

In the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
26:1, we are instructed: “All saints…being 
united to one another in love….have 
communion in each other’s gis and 
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graces, and are obliged to the performance 
of such duties, public and private, as do 
conduce to their mutual good, both in the 
inward and outward man.” Our confession 
is not overstating the case when it uses the 
language of “obligation.” For this is exactly 
what the New Testament frequently does in 
its “one-anothering” imperatives. 

Listen to a smattering of these obligatory 
mandates: we are commanded to love one 
another (John 13:34–35; 15:12); we are 
commanded to welcome one another 
(Rom. 15:7); we are ordered to encourage 
one another (1 ess. 5:11); we are 
mandated to show hospitality to one 
another (1 Peter 4:9); we are told to be kind 
to one another (Eph. 4:32); we are 
commanded to outdo one another in 
showing honor (Rom. 12:10); we are 
ordered to pray for one another (James 
5:16); we are told to bear one another’s 
burdens (Gal. 6:2); we are mandated not to 
grumble against one another (James 5:9); 
we are commanded to serve one another 
(Gal. 5:13) and to bear with one another 
(Col. 3:13).

Unity and community will not “just 
happen” in your congregation. e body 
will only grow in unity as we obey these 
“one-anothering” commands. is is akin 
to a marriage-loving unity, which doesn’t 
just appear overnight! It happens as a man 
and a woman care for one another through 
hard times, as they serve one another, as 
they speak gracious words to one another, 
as they overlook a thousand small slights, 

as they forgive each other, and as they use 
all the other “means of unity.” Just so, your 
church will only grow healthy and strong as 
they practice 
 “one-anothering.”

How can you and your family help the 
growth of your local congregation in unity? 
Here’s a plan for this month:

Week One: plan to show hospitality to 
another family in the church, call them now 
and invite them over for Sunday lunch.

Week Two: plan to encourage three people 
in your church that you know 
are discouraged.

Week ree: strategize on where you can 
serve. Yes, it will cost you time and energy, 
but you will be building the unity of 
the body. 

Week Four: spend time each day praying 
for different members of your church — the 
church’s children, the deacons, the senior 
citizens, the elders, the teachers and Bible 
study leaders, and finally pray for your 
pastor and his sermon preparation.
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The Discipline of Serving

Why write about the discipline of serving? I 
know most other disciplines sound much 
more interesting. Meditation on Scripture 
appeals to our desire for spiritual depth. 
Fasting can strike us as a challenge to a 
rugged, self-denying discipleship. But 
serving? It sounds so mundane, 
even demeaning.

Enter Jesus and the gospel. Jesus declared, 
“e Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many” (Matt. 20:28). God works through 
the gospel of Jesus in part to make people 
like Jesus. As Jesus came not to be served 
but instead had the heart of a servant, so 
those who believe the gospel of Jesus are 
given Christlike hearts of servants.

e gospel of Jesus Christ transforms 
enemies of God into servants of God. e 
Holy Spirit still works through the gospel 
to turn those who serve their idols (such as 
wealth, career, sports, sex, house, land, and 
so on) into servants of God, just as He did 
in the apostle Paul’s day, when the 
missionary wrote to some relatively new 
Christians: “You turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God” (1 ess. 1:9).

One way the gospel turns sinners into 
servants is by humbling their pride. 
rough the gospel, people see that God is 
holy and that each of us deserves His wrath 
for breaking His law an infinite number of 

times. e gospel shows us what Christ did 
for sinners and how blessed we are to be 
received into His kingdom and family. As a 
result of understanding this incomparable 
message and experiencing God through it, 
people willingly serve Him and His gospel.

So one of the clearest indications that a 
person has believed the gospel of Jesus is 
that his selfish desire to be served begins to 
be overcome by a Christlike desire to serve. 
He starts looking for ways to do something 
for Christ’s church, especially in ways that 
will serve the gospel.

e transformation in a person’s nature 
that God effects through the gospel also 
turns selfish people — interested only in 
serving themselves and being served by 
others — into people who, in the words of 
the apostle Peter, want to “serve one 
another” (1 Peter 4:10). e gospel opens 
believers’ eyes to see needs they never saw 
before and changes their hearts to have a 
new compassion and willingness to meet 
those needs.

As the Holy Spirit permeates people’s 
character with the effects of the gospel, 
they increasingly develop a mindset of 
serving in every part of life. ey begin to 
consider their daily occupation in terms of 
how useful it should be in the service of 
others instead of simply how it enlarges 
their wealth or reputation. ey give more 
thought to serving the members of their 
families. ey want to know that their 
churches are stronger because of 
their service.
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It has been said that everyone wants to be 
a servant, but no one wants to be treated 
like one. rough the gospel, however, the 
Spirit of Christ enables believers to endure 
ill treatment and to continue serving, 
because ultimately they serve others not 
for human recognition but out of love for 
God and a desire to glorify Him with 
their service.

Serving is one of those practices — 
perhaps like giving — that we intend to do 
but which, without discipline and 
intentionality, we do much less than we 
propose. Because service is oen 
“work” (seeEph. 4:12), our flesh remains 
prone to avoiding it even aer we embrace 
the gospel.

e gospel change in a believer’s heart is 
instant, but not complete. Although our 
souls are redeemed and our sins forgiven, 
the final change — in which even the 
presence of sin is removed — doesn’t 

occur until we see the Lord (1 John 3:2–3). 
Until then, the development of a servant’s 
heart, which was created by grace, must be 
cultivated by Spirit-filled discipline lest 
our growth in grace become stunted.
Before concluding, let’s be reminded that 
serving God or His people is not a 
substitute for knowing and believing the 
gospel. While it’s true that Jesus is our 
great example of servanthood, He did not 
come to earth, live, and die just to teach us 
to be more servanthearted. No one makes 
himself or herself acceptable to God by 
trying to emulate Jesus’ example of service. 
No one can serve so much or so well as to 
be sufficiently righteous before God. We 
must understand and believe the gospel of 
God to be right with God.

Has the gospel you believed given you a 
servant’s heart? Is your service rooted in 
the gospel?

Food for thought ...

A startling thing has happened among Western Christians. Many of us 
habitually think and act as if there is no eternity—or as if what we do in this 
present life has no bearing on eternity…Being oblivious to eternity leaves us 
experts in the trivial, and novices in the significant. We can name that tune, 
name that starting line-up, name that actor’s movie debut, name that country’s 
leading export, and detail the differences between computer models or types 
of four-wheel drives. None of this is wrong,of course, but it is certainly 
revealing when we consider that most Christians, let alone the general public, 
do not even have an accurate picture of what the Bible says will happen to us 
aer we die. We major in the momentary and minor in the momentous. 

– Randy Alcorn
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Your Church and Your Life 
Planning

A friend recently emailed me asking how 
he should weigh leaving his church to take 
a job in another city. I told him that he was 
“free in Christ” to stay or go but that I 
loved his factoring his local church into the 
decision. Well done. Too oen, it’s easy to 
make life’s “big decisions” just like a non-
Christian would, giving no regard to how it 
will impact our membership in our local 
churches. We consider a job offer in 
another city with scant regard for whether 
that city has a healthy church. We consider 
a possible marriage partner without asking 
whether the person has a track record of 
loving and serving Christ’s body.

Let me look at the matter another way. We 
fail, when confronted with such decisions, 
to seek counsel from the brothers and 
sisters in our congregations who know us 
well — oen because we have not sought 
meaningful relationships in the first place.

We don’t consider the impact our going 
will have on others — the children we’ve 
been teaching in Sunday school or the 
fellow people who depend on our 
weekly encouragement.

We face many difficult decisions about how 
to raise our children: Am I disciplining too 
much? Not enough? Should we home 
school? Public school? But we do not avail 

ourselves of older and wiser parents in 
the congregation.

You get the picture. If you are a Christian, 
it’s worth asking whether you include your 
church in your life planning. I mean 
“include the church” in two ways: do you 
consider it as a factor in your thinking, and 
do you actually involve the people in your 
decision making?

God has given all of us a wonderful gi in 
other Christians who have weaknesses and 
strengths, talents and resources, that 
complement our own. Whatever gi we 
have, we have it for the common good (1 
Cor. 12:7; 1 Peter 4:10). We’re to build one 
another up to maturity (Eph. 4:13; 1 ess. 
5:11;Jude 20–21). Maturity in Christ is a 
group project, which is why our 
discipleship should occur primarily in and 
through the local church. Christian love 
and obedience put on flesh there.
For instance, Philippians 2:1–11 says to 
“consider others better than [ourselves]” and 
to “look to the interests of others.” en it 
tells us to have the same attitude as Christ, 
who became man, made Himself a servant, 
and went to die on the cross. Let me see if I 
can apply these verses by fleshing out one 
example of a big life decision: which home 
to buy or apartment to rent.
If you are able, “consider others better than 
yourselves” and “look to the interests of 
others” by living geographically close to the 
church. When a person lives within 
walking distance of a church or clumps of 

Jonathan Leeman is Director of 
Communications at 9 Marks, 
Washington DC, USA.
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members, it is easier to invite people to 
one’s house for dinner, to watch one 
another’s children while running errands, 
and to pick up bread or milk at the store for 
one another. In other words, it is just plain 
easier to integrate daily life when there is 
relative — even walkable — 
geographic proximity.

When choosing a place to live, Christians 
do well to ask some of the same questions 
that non-Christians ask: What are the 
costs? Are there good schools nearby? But a 
Christian also does well to ask additional 
questions like these: Will the mortgage or 
rent payment allow for generosity to 
others? Will it give other church members 
quick access to me for discipleship 
and hospitality?

During my family’s last move, the question 
of living near the church came down to a 
choice between two houses, both of which 
were affordable but very different 
otherwise. House 1 was newer, better 
designed, more attractive, did not need 
repairs, and was less expensive. But it was a 
thirty-minute drive from the church 
building and near no other church 
members. House 2 was older, draier, in 
need of several repairs (such as a rotting 
front porch and an occasionally flooding 

basement), and it was more expensive. But 
it was only a fieen-minute drive from the 
church building and, more important, 
within walkable proximity of a dozen (now 
two dozen) church families. I sought the 
counsel of several elders, all of whom 
advised me to prioritize church 
relationships. is actually meant choosing 
the older, less attractive, more 
expensive house.

ankfully, we did, and it has been 
enriching for our whole family. My wife 
interacts with the other mothers almost 
daily, and our children with their children. 
I met with one brother every weekday 
morning to pray and read Scripture for a 
year and a half. And our church families 
can work together in serving and 
evangelizing our neighbors.

Must a Christian move close to other 
members of his or her church? No, the 
Bible doesn’t command this. We’re free in 
Christ to live wherever we want. But this is 
one concrete way to love your church — to 
consider others better than yourself and 
look to their interests.

Did the Son of God submit Himself 
geographically for the church’s good? He 
le heaven. Now, let’s put on the same 
attitude our Savior put on for us.

Food for thought ...
"All the saving events and all the saving blessings of the gospel are means of getting obstacles 
out of the way so that we might know and enjoy God most fully. Propitiation, redemption, 
forgiveness, imputation, sanctification, liberation, healing, heaven - none of these is good 
news except for one reason: they bring us to God for our everlasting enjoyment of him.... 
And people who would be happy in heaven if Christ were not there, will not be there. e 
gospel is not a way to get people to heaven; it is a way to get people to God."

 - John Piper
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Mercy Ministry

Christ has given His church deacons to 
lead the church in its ministries of mercy. 
Deacons serve those in the church by 
ministering to people in their times of 
need. ough deacons lead in this area, 
ministries of mercy are also the 
responsibility of every Christian.

Providing mercy to those in need is oen a 
challenging task. It involves giving of 
yourself. I think that Paul understood this, 
for he encouraged those who were 
providing care for others not to grow weary 
in doing good (Gal. 6:9).
Yet we can quickly grow weary of doing 
good for a number of reasons. I’ll 
mention three:

First, it can be frustrating. Ministries of 
mercy are oen aimed at those in dire 
straits. ere’s no guarantee that our 
investment of time or money will result in a 
life change. ere’s no guarantee we will see 
any change happen. Sometimes we see 
progress. Other times we see regress. And 
more oen than not, we see progress 
quickly followed by regress.

Second, there’s potential for failure. We 
may give money to the wrong person. We 
may get scammed or cheated. We may pay 
to feed someone’s addiction. People won’t 
make good on their promises or live up to 
their potential.

ird, it makes us feel foolish. Ministries of 
mercy have a way of taking us into places of 

deep personal insecurity and asking us to 
give from places we feel the least qualified 
to give. How can we help the woman who 
gave birth to a dead baby, the young 
mother dying of cancer, the older, home-
bound couple who can’t seem to scrape 
together enough money to pay their light 
bill, or the young man who suffers from a 
mental disorder that keeps him from 
getting steady work? Oen it just seems 
easier to ignore the problem. Keep people 
at a distance. Send off a check. Pretend we 
don’t see or don’t care.

Mercy ministry is tough. But it’s good. 
When we participate in ministries of 
mercy, we are reminded in a real way of 
people’s need for a savior. We soon realize 
we aren’t that savior.

at’s one of the reasons doing mercy is so 
beneficial. It reminds us that there are 
problems in this world we can’t solve with 
hard work or money. e sin outside of us, 
the sin in others, and the sin in our lives 
means that this side of Jesus’ return, there 
will be poverty. People will suffer. ere 
will be needs.

It also reminds us that we serve a God who 
is committed to eliminating that poverty, 
that suffering, those needs — forever. His 
son died and rose from the dead, 
guaranteeing a better day is yet to come 
(Rev. 21:3–4). When we meet another’s 
need, we are reminded to hope for that day 
to come.
Doing mercy also serves as a wonderful test 
of our hearts. Passages like 2 Corinthians 
8:9, James 2:14–17, and 1 John 3:16–

Elliot Grudem serves as executive 
pastor at Vintage 21 Church in Raleigh, 
NC, USA.
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18 indicate this. Our doing mercy — or not 
doing mercy — demonstrates our grasp 
and application of the gospel. It helps us 
see the things in our heart that we worship 
and hold dear.
If you are being merciful, praise God. You 
are showing others the mercy He has 
shown you. If you aren’t being merciful, 
seek to grasp the mercy that is yours in 
Christ. Consider what it means that Jesus 
le heaven, came to earth, and died on a 
cross — for you. Ask God to help you 
grasp the mercy He showed you in Christ. 
Ask yourself; If this is the mercy I’ve 
received, how can I not be merciful to 
others? How can this mercy help me be 
merciful to others?

God commands us to be merciful (James 
1:27). When we show mercy, we glorify 
God by imitating Him and giving 
expression to the mercy He’s given us.
Here are four practical ways to practice 
mercy within your church.

Give to a benevolence fund. Jesus said that 
what you do with your money is a good 
indication of the things you really value. If 
you want to be merciful and want your 
church to be known for its mercy, commit 
your money to help those in need.

Get involved in ministering mercy to those 
in need. Don’t simply abdicate your 
Christian service to the deacons. Find 
places of need. Ask how the Lord has gied 
you to care for those needs. Meet those 
needs. Get direction from your deacons 
and elders if needed. Get involved in a way 
that fits whom God has made you to be 
(Rom. 12:3). If you are skilled at carpentry, 
use that skill instead of trying to cook a 
meal. If you can train people to work or 

help them get jobs, do that instead of filling 
boxes at the food pantry.

Make mercy ministry part of your small 
group or Sunday school class. Pool your 
money to have funds on hand to meet 
needs that arise in your group. Use the 
financial and people resources in your 
group to meet needs that you know of 
through your networks. Don’t abdicate 
what you can handle; don’t foolishly take 
on what you can’t meet.

When Paul shared the story of his calling 
and training with the apostles, they 
confirmed he was not called to preach a 
different gospel. ey approved of his 
calling and of his theology. ey did 
encourage him, though, to do one thing: 
“Remember the poor.”

Paul’s response? “e very thing I was 
eager to do” (Gal. 2:10). By God’s grace, 
may the same be true for us.

Food for thought ...

“Fellowship involves sharing 
what we have with others. One 
of the most valuable things we 
can share is ourselves: our time, 
our talents, and our energies in 
serving one another in the 
Body of Christ.” 

—Jerry Bridges
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The Church and Idolatry

“Now set your mind and heart to seek 
the LORD your God” (1 Chron. 22:19). All 
sin is idolatry because every sin is an 
exercise in trust of something or someone 
other than the one true God to satisfy, 
fulfill, or bless. It is not difficult to see how 
violations of commandments two through 
ten are automatic violations of 
commandment one. is truth reveals that 
the hottest “worship war” going is the one 
taking place daily in the sanctuary of our 
own hearts. But we must wage this war 
because none of us is a bystander to 
idol worship.

In Isaiah 44:12–17, we find a powerful and 
revelatory description of just how easy it is 
to slip into idolatry. We see in the passage 
that ironsmiths are simply working their 
tools over the coals, fashioning them with 
their hammers. Carpenters measure out 
cuts and notches. Artists capture the 
physical form in sketches and sculpture. 
Men chop down trees to build houses, then 
they plant more trees to replace them. ey 
build fire, bake bread. Ah, look at what 
we’ve created.

e transition is seamless from everyday, 
workaday living to “he makes a god and 
worships it; he makes it an idol and falls 
down before it” (v. 15). Of the same fire he 
has used for warmth and cooking, the 
workman says, “Deliver me, for you are my 
god!” (v. 17).

e move is subtle. e switch from 
ordinary human achievement to blasphemy 
requires no explanation. It just flatout 
happens. Isaiah 44:12–17 demonstrates that 
there is only one step to becoming an 
idolater, and it is simply to mind your 
own business.

e implication for our churches is huge. 
On Sundays, our sanctuaries fill with people 
seeking worship, and not one person comes 
in set to neutral. We must take great care, 
then, not to assume that even in our 
religious environments, where we put the 
Scriptures under so many noses, that it is 
Jesus the exalted Christ who is 
being worshiped.

Every weekend in churches everywhere, 
music is performed to the glory of human 
skill and artistry. Once upon a time, I sat 
through a little ditty in a church service in 
which the congregation was led to sing, “I 
can change the world with these two hands,” 
and the question struck me like a lightning 
bolt: “Who exactly am I worshiping 
right now?”

Likewise, every weekend men and women 
file into church buildings in order to exult 
in the rhetorical skill of their preacher, to 
admire him and think of their church as his 
church, not Christ’s church. Many of us file 
in each week to enjoy the conspicuous 
spiritual exercises of our brethren. We 
worship the worship experience; we tithe 
with expectation of return from heaven’s 
slot machine; we dress to impress; and we 
serve and lead to compensate for the 
inadequacies in our hearts that only Christ 

Jared Wilson is pastor at Middletown 
Springs Community Church, VT, USA.
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can fill. Every weekend, hundreds of 
preachers extol a therapeutic gospel from 
the pages of the same Bible where the real 
gospel lies. We are not exempt, as too oen 
our affections are poured totally into 
doctrine with only vague admiration 
reserved for doctrine’s Author.

A church will become idolatrous in a 
heartbeat because it’s already there. So, we 
cannot set our worship on autopilot. We 
cannot mistake the appearance of busy 
religiosity for worship in spirit and truth. 
We see in Exodus 32:5 that even the 
worshipers of the golden calf ascribed their 
worship to the covenant Lord Yahweh.

e gospel imperative, then, is to return 
again and again to the gospel indicative. 
Our first duty is “gospel obedience” (Rom. 
10:16; 2 ess. 1:8; 1 Peter 4:17), which is to 
stand at attention to Christ upon the 
gospel’s “tenhut.” Our hearts and minds 
flow through the rut of idolatry, but the 
deliberate proclamation of Jesus at every 
possible turn will force us off our idolatrous 
course. Martin Luther advises us:

I must take counsel of the gospel. I must 
hearken to the gospel, which teacheth me, 

not what I ought to do, (for that is the proper 
office of the law), but what Jesus Christ the 
Son of God hath done for me: to wit, that He 
suffered and died to deliver me from sin and 
death. e gospel willeth me to receive this, 
and to believe it. And this is the truth of the 
gospel. It is also the principal article of all 
Christian doctrine, wherein the knowledge of 
all godliness consisteth. Most necessary it is, 
therefore, that we should know this article 
well, teach it unto others, and beat it into 
their heads continually.

Tim Keller elaborates: “So Luther says that 
even aer you are converted by the gospel 
your heart will go back to operating on other 
principles unless you deliberately, repeatedly 
set it to gospel-mode.”

e proclamation of the good news of Jesus 
and the extolling of His eternal excellencies 
is always an interruption, always a 
disruption. It alone will bring the sword of 
division between where even our religious 
hearts are set and where they ought to be. 
For this reason, we cannot go about 
minding our own business any more. We 
must mind God’s (Col. 3:1–4).

Food for thought ...

“We should not think of our fellowship with other Christians as a spiritual 
luxury,an optional addition to the exercises of private devotions. Fellowship is 
one of the great words of the New Testament: it denotes something that is vital 
to a Christian’s spiritual health, and central to the Church’s true life...e 
Church will flourish and Christians will be strong only when there is 
fellowship.” 

—J. I. Packer
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Church Shopping

(is is an imaginary conversation between 
two demons on how to undermine the local 
church)

Dear Stolas,

You ask in your letter about the key to 
undermining the church as quickly as 
possible. is is scarcely rocket science, but, 
as you ask, we will try to enlighten you.

At the heart of Christianity is the body of 
Christ — the church. e church is to be 
marked by the mutual love, self-giving, and 
commitment of her members. Aer all, to 
borrow an image from the frightful Paul of 
Tarsus, what use is a body where the 
different parts are disconnected, or working 
against each other, or constantly being 
transplanted from one part to another? We’d 
be looking at a body on life support or on a 
slab in the morgue before long.

So what you need to do is encourage the 
Christians under your care to think of 
church as a shopping mall. Tell them to 
drop in here and there to sample the 
merchandise; if they do not like it, 
encourage them to move on to the next 
shop — I mean, “congregation of the saints“ 
— to see if the product there is any better. 
ese days, men and women are what they 
buy — from shoes to religious faith. And 
remind them of their constitutional rights 

as individuals — they are free, remember, 
and entitled to pursue happiness as they 
define it.

And don’t forget the church leaders in all of 
this. Even as you encourage the people to 
move from church to church, you need to 
remind the pastors that their livelihoods 
depend upon customer retention and 
satisfaction. Don’t let them forget that it’s 
the collection plate that pays their salaries, 
and they had better keep the people happy 
or face the consequences. ey need to find 
out what the people want and how they like 
it, and make sure they get it just that way: 
nothing too taxing theologically; no 
application; and certainly no calls for 
commitment. And they should only rant 
against those outside the church that 
everyone fears anyway. Nothing will keep 
people on board but not really committed 
as much as the perception of a common 
perceived foe.

Hope these tips help. Let us know how you 
get on, though our observation is that you 
will find your work already 95 
percent accomplished.

Your Master, 
Legion

Carl Trueman is professor of Historical 
eology and Church History at 
Westminster eological Seminary, 
Philadelphia, USA.



Month Calendar

August 9

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

August10

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

August 16

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

August 17

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

August 23

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

August 24

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 

August 30

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

8:00 pm Surge Report Service

(All are invited!)

August 31

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

The Lord’s Supper

September 6

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

September 7

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

6:00 pm First Friday Prayer & Praise (FFPP)

F r i d a y  F o u n d at i o n s

August 10 to September 7, 9:30 am to 10:20 am

Hard Questions
(Upstairs in Maranatha Hall)

Phone: (04) 884 6623 

Email: info@uccdubai.com

uccdubai.com

Ramadan is a great time to have spiritual 
conversations with our non-Christian 
friends.  As we talk with our friends 

about matters of faith, some questions 
arise again and again.  We’ll focus on 
several of these during the next few 

weeks.  Come and be challenged as we 
tackle some of the hard questions that 

people are asking today.

August 10  
How Can ere Be Just One True Religion?

August 17
What Is Predestination?

August 24 
How Could a Good God Allow Suffering?

August 31
Sexual Ethics - What’s the Big Deal?

September 7
How Could a Loving God Send People to Hell?


