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HERALD
Editorial:  Are you one of those Christians who loves Jesus and wants to evangelise, but 
doesn’t know how? Don’t know where to start? Does one need to have a special feeling or 
training in order to begin a conversation about Jesus?

For all this and more see this month’s Herald...

1. A Simple Evangelism Outline, by Donald Whitney
2. Ten Questions to Turn a Conversation to the Gospel, by Donald Whitney
3. A Lingering Obligation, by Tom Ascol
4. e Missing Motive, by Eric Alexander
5. What Evangelism Isn’t, by Mark Dever

A Simple Evangelism Outline

Many Christians think they cannot 
adequately share the gospel unless they've 
had formal training in evangelism. I'm for 
evangelism training, but training is not 
necessary before you can tell someone 
about Jesus and give your own testimony 
about how you came to know Him. 

In John 9 we read of a man born blind 
who, within an hour aer his conversion, 
is witnessing to Ph.D.'s in religion (the 
Pharisees). Obviously, he'd had no 

evangelism training, but he was able to 
talk about Jesus and his own conversion. 
As Martyn Lloyd- Jones used to say, aer 
being saved and aer hearing countless 
presentations of the gospel in sermons, if 
Christians still believe they cannot 
evangelize without massive amounts of 
training, then either they've heard very 
poor preaching or they've been very poor 
listeners. 

However, it does boost one's confidence in 
sharing the gospel to know a general 
outline of what to say and to have some 
appropriate verses of Scripture committed 
to memory. 

Donald S. Whitney is Associate 
Professor of Biblical Spirituality at the 
Southern Baptist eological Seminary, 
Louisville, KY, USA
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Several years ago I developed an outline to 
hang my thoughts on, along with at least 

two key verses for each section. I don't 
follow it woodenly in every situation, for 
each evangelistic encounter is unique. And 
sometimes I condense it a bit. But having a 
full presentation of the gospel ready on my 
lips does give me a sense of direction and 
a feeling of preparedness. You're welcome 
to adapt the outline for use in your own 
personal evangelism.

1. ere is one God, He is the Creator, 
He is holy, and He is worth knowing.

See Deuteronomy 4:39; Isaiah 46:9; 
Genesis 1:1; 1 Peter 1:16. Such a God is 
worth our pursuit!

2. Everyone is a sinner separated from 
God.

See Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:2. We have 
no idea how unholy we are in 
comparison to God.

3. ere is a penalty for sin.

See Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27; 
Romans 14:10; Mt. 25:46. e penalty is 
judgment and Hell.

4. Jesus paid that penalty for all who 
believe.

See Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 3:18. Jesus took 
God's judgment so believers could have 
mercy.

5. No one can earn God's forgiveness 
and favor.  

See Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5. We're not 
saved by our works, but by faith in 
Jesus' work.

6. We should respond with repentance 
and faith.

See Mark 1:15; John 3:16. We should 
turn from sin and turn to Jesus for 
forgiveness.

7. We can have assurance of eternal life 
with God.

See 1 John 5:13. Jesus' resurrection and 
God's Word assure believers of 
forgiveness.

Responding to this great message from the 
Bible.  

A. It is not only right for you to live for 
the God who created you and owns 
you, but you will find your greatest 
fulfillment only when you fulfill the 
purpose for which you were made, and 
that is to know God and live for Him. 

B. Do you believe this great message of 
the Bible? Genuine belief in its truth is 
demonstrated by turning from living 
for yourself and believing that because 
of His death and resurrection Jesus 
Christ can make you right with God.  

C. Are you willing to express repentance 
and faith in prayer to God right now?
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Ten Questions to Turn A 
Conversation to the Gospel

Many Christians suffer with unnecessary 
fears about sharing their faith. Once they 
finally get a conversation turned to the 
subject of the Gospel, however, most 
believers find that they're able to manage 
quite well.

Much of the time the biggest problem is 
simply moving a conversation from 
small talk to "big" talk, the biggest 
subject of all—the Gospel.

In the opposite column are a list of 
questions that can help. Some of them 
aren't original with me, though I don't 
recall where years ago I first heard the 
ones I've borrowed. I've found that the 
last one opens more doors for the 
Gospel in the widest variety of 
situations. 

• When you die, if God says to you, "Why 
should I let you into Heaven?", what 
would you say? Are you interested in 
what the Bible says about your answer? 

• If you were to die tonight, where do you 
think you would spend eternity? Why? 
Are you interested in what the Bible 
says about this? 

• Do you think much about spiritual 
things? 

• How is God involved in your life? 

• How important is your faith to you? 

• What has been your most meaningful 
spiritual experience? 

• Do you find that your religious heritage 
answers your questions about life? 

• Do you have any kind of spiritual 
beliefs? If what you believe were not 
true, would you want to know it? Well, 
the Bible says . . . . 

• To you, who is Jesus? 

• I oen like to pray for people I meet; 
how can I pray for you? 

Donald S. Whitney is Associate 
Professor of Biblical Spirituality at the 
Southern Baptist eological Seminary, 
KY. U.S.A
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A Lingering Obligation

In 1792 a little-known shoe cobbler 
published a book in which he argued that 
the Great Commission remains a duty for 
every generation of Christians. Within two 
years the author, William Carey, le his 
native England and became a missionary 
to India. Today he is widely regarded as 
the father of modern missions.

Carey’s An Enquiry into the Obligations of 
Christians to use Means for the 
Conversion of the Heathens is one of the 
most pivotal writings in the history of 
world evangelization. e first section of 
this brief work focuses on Jesus’ words 
in Matthew 28:18–20: “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations (ethnē, which refers to people 
groups), baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”

ough it may seem self-evident to us 
today, in the eighteenth century many 
Christians assumed the opposite — that 
Jesus laid this responsibility exclusively on 
the original apostles. Such thinking cut the 
nerve of any kind of missionary impulse.

Carey was unconvinced by the 
conventional wisdom of his day. He and 
some of his closest friends had been 
stirred by a reprint of Jonathan 
Edwards’ Humble Attempt, which was a 
call for prayer for revival issued by the 
New England pastor and leader of the 
First Great Awakening in 1747.

In 1784, Andrew Fuller, John Sutcliff, and 
John Ryland Jr. joined Carey in setting 
aside the second Tuesday of every month 
to fast and pray for “the revival of real 
religion, and the extension of Christ’s 
kingdom in the world.” ey were joined 
later by a fih pastor, Samuel Pearce.

For eight years these men met, fasted, and 
prayed together once a month. On 
October 2, 1792, the same year that Carey 
published his book, while meeting in the 
home of a deacon’s widow, these men led 
in the formation of the “Particular Baptist 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
Amongst the Heathen.” e next year, 
Carey sailed to India and lived the rest of 
his life making Jesus Christ known to 
people who had never before heard the 
gospel. He never returned to 
his homeland.

e modern missions movement was 
launched by a fresh consideration of and 
humble submission to the Great 
Commission. Carey argued that these 
words of Jesus place on his followers an 

Tom Ascol is pastor of Grace Baptist 
Church; Cape Coral, FL, USA.
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obligation that remains until the end 
of history.

e nations belong to Jesus Christ. ey 
are the inheritance that has been granted 
to him from the Father (Ps. 2:8). He has 
shed His blood to redeem people from 
“every tribe and language and people and 
nation” (Rev. 5:9). 

How can we remain indifferent when 
confronted with our Lord’s commission to 
go and make disciples? It has been nearly 
two thousand years since He gave us this 
commandment, and still the obligation 
has not yet been fulfilled.

Today missiologists tell us that there are 
nearly six thousand people groups 
comprised of one and a half billion 
individuals le in the world who have 
virtually no gospel witness available to 
them. Yet, our Lord’s command is simple 
and clear. As His disciples, our 
obligation remains.

As Carey argued, the promise of Christ 
underscores the extent of His command. 
His pledge to be with His disciples “to the 
end of the age” indicates that they remain 
obligated to fulfill His commission until 
His return.

Every Christian shares the responsibility 
to make disciples for Christ. at is, we 
are all to be involved in the work of 
evangelism. Some will engage this work 
more directly and forcefully than others 
(as did Phillip, Barnabas, Paul, and other 
New Testament church leaders), but all are 

obligated to promote and support efforts 
to see unbelievers become believers in 
Jesus Christ.

Acts 8:4 says that the early Christians were 
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria 
because of persecution in Jerusalem and 
“went about preaching the word.” As verse 
1 indicates, these were not the leaders but 
were regular members of the church. ey 
were heeding Christ’s commission 
wherever they went.

e church at Antioch felt the weight of 
this obligation when the Holy Spirit 
directed them to send Barnabas and Paul 
to foreign cities to preach Christ. is 
resulted in many people being converted 
in Pamphylia and Galatia. As also 
happened in Paul’s later missionary 
journeys, the new disciples were organized 
into churches who then joined the effort of 
fulfilling the Great Commission. 

Here we are two thousand years later and 
the task is unfinished. ere are still 
people to be saved and whole people 
groups who are unevangelized. Our Lord’s 
commandment to make disciples remains, 
and His promise to be with us as we do is 
still secure. 

e obligation to enter into this work yet 
remains to those of us who name the 
Name of Christ. May this generation of 
believers be found faithful to this calling.
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The Missing Motive

I am notoriously bad at remembering 
anniversaries, and last year it was quite a 
surprise to discover that 2008 marked the 
fiieth anniversary of my ordination to 
the Christian ministry. Not that the 
occasion was other than memorable. 
Indeed it was a very special day for many 
reasons. But I am bound to say that the 
truly unforgettable part of a moving 
service was one of the statutory questions 
put to me by the presbytery: “Are not zeal 
for the glory of God, and a desire for the 
salvation of men, so far as you know your 
own heart, your great motives and chief 
inducements in seeking this ministry?” I 
had to answer, “ey are.”

For the past fiy years that question has 
haunted me, especially as I have climbed 
the steps of various pulpits to preach, or 
attended the ordination service of others, 
or as I have reviewed the year each 31st of 
December. Abraham Kuyper, that 
extraordinary Dutch theologian who 
became the prime minister of his country, 
points out that the Reformation slogan is 
not just Deo gloria, butsoli Deo gloria. It is 
a passion for the glory of God as the sole 
motive of everything.

Now in recent years I have been troubled 
by the tendency in the evangelical church 
to be more taken up with methods rather 
than motives. So I frequently hear of 
conferences where brethren meet to share 
insights into new and better methods by 
which we may fulfill our ministry. I’m sure 
they are very valuable, and I hope I am not 
so naïve as to think that methods are 
unimportant in God’s work. But I have 
almost never heard of a conference where 
brethren have met together before God to 
ask each other: “In all honesty, what are 
the compelling motives that determine the 
direction of my ministry?”

Yet Jesus laid great stress on motives: “I 
seek not my own will but the will of him 
who sent me” (John 5:30). Looking back 
over His ministry He says, “I have glorified 
you by finishing the work you gave me to 
do” (John 17:4). e glory of the Father 
was the terminus of everything for Jesus. 
ere was nothing beyond this. And He 
means it to be so for us.

at is why it is such a serious thing to rob 
God of His glory. He will not share that 
glory with another just because He 
cherishes His own glory above everything 
else and is jealous of it; it is the motive of 
everything He does (Isa. 48:11). Paul tells 
us that the Father’s motive in exalting 
Christ to the highest place and giving Him 
a name that is above every name is “the 

Eric J. Alexander is former senior 
pastor of St. George’s-Tron parish 
church in Glasgow, Scotland. 
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glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:11). If we 
have any other end in view, then quite 
simply we will labor without the blessing 
of God.

Zeal for the glory of God as the 
controlling motive of our thinking and 
working will deeply affect at least four 
areas of our life in the evangelical church. 
ey are worship, evangelism, unity, and 
church growth.

Worship
What makes worship in heaven so 
remarkable and so different is that there is 
only one desire among God’s people there, 
and that is to bring glory to God and to 
the Lamb (see Rev. 4:11; 5:11–14). Our 
worship here on earth is intended to be a 
preparation for that pure and perfect 
worship in the glory. Yet, I suspect that in 
our concern to make our worship 
acceptable to those who come to our 
churches, we are more interested in their 
acceptance than God’s pleasure. e one 
quality that equips us to worship God in 
spirit and in truth is a hunger for 
His glory.

Evangelism
If you ask members of an evangelical 
church what the motives for evangelism 
are, they will almost certainly respond 
with two accurate and acceptable answers. 
One would be the Great Commission, and 
the other would be the condition of the 
lost who are without Christ. But neither of 
these is the ultimate motive. e ultimate 

motive is that throughout the world there 
are places where God is being robbed of 
His glory: in our own street, at our place 
of work, in professions and governments 
— wherever we turn it is true that men 
and women have “worshiped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever” (Rom. 1:18–32). ]

Unity
e reason Jesus brings together in John 
17 the glory of the Father and the Son and 
the unity of the disciples in the church is 
that the motive deriving from the former 
is the only effective way of securing the 
latter. Unless our entire motivation is set 
on fire by an overwhelming desire for the 
glory of God — all wills bowing in the 
same direction, all hearts burning with the 
same flame, all minds united by the same 
obedience — we shall never know the 
unity for which Jesus prays.

Church Growth
How is God most glorified in the growth 
of the church? Not primarily by growth in 
numbers but by growth in depth and in 
quality — growth in the knowledge 
of God.

So we really do need to allow that question 
to haunt us: “Are not zeal for the glory of 
God and a desire for the salvation of men, 
so far as we know our own hearts, our 
great motives and chief inducements in 
seeking this ministry?” God help us in the 
last day to reply, “ey were.”
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What Evangelism Isn’t

I remember as a little child hugging my 
father's leg at a gas station only to realize it 
wasn't his leg I was hugging. I was 
embarrassed! It was a case of mistaken 
identity.

In the matter of evangelism, I'm 
concerned about a number of things that 
people take to be evangelism that aren't. 
And this case of mistaken identity can 
have consequences more serious than 
mere embarrassment. Let me mention five 
things mistaken for evangelism.

Imposition

Probably the most common objection to 
evangelism today is, "Isn't it wrong to 
impose our beliefs on others?"

Some people don't practice evangelism 
because they feel they are imposing on 
others. And the way evangelism is oen 
done, I can understand the confusion! But 
when you understand what the Bible 
presents as evangelism, it's really not a 
matter of imposing your beliefs.

It's important to understand that the 
message you are sharing is not merely an 
opinion but a fact. at's why sharing the 

gospel can't be called an imposition, any 
more than a pilot can impose his belief on 
all his passengers that the runway is here 
and not there.

Additionally, the truths of the gospel are 
not yours, in the sense that they uniquely 
pertain to you or your perspective or 
experience, or in the sense that you came 
up with them. When you evangelize, you 
are not merely saying, "is is how I like to 
think of God," or "is is how I see it." 
You're presenting the Christian gospel. 
You didn't invent it, and you have no 
authority to alter it.

Personal Testimony

One of the classic testimonies was given 
by a blind man Jesus healed. When he was 
questioned aer Jesus healed him, he 
responded, "Whether he [Jesus] is a sinner 
or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I 
was blind but now I see!" (John 9:25). e 
man disregarded the menacing threats of 
those more honored and respected than he 
in order to give this verbal witness to the 
power of God. It's a wonderful, powerful 
testimony, but it's not evangelism. ere is 
no gospel in it. e man didn't even know 
who Jesus was.

An account of a changed life is wonderful 
and inspiring thing, but it's the gospel of 

Mark Dever is Senior Pastor of Capitol 
Hill Baptist Church, Washington D.C. 
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Jesus Christ that explains what it's all 
about and how it happened.

Social Action and Public Involvement

Being involved in mercy ministries may 
help to commend the gospel, which is why 
Jesus taught, "Let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven" (Matt. 
5:16). Displaying God's compassion and 
kindness by our actions is a good and 
appropriate thing for Christians to do. But 
such actions are not evangelism. ey 
commend the gospel, but they share it 
with no one. To be evangelism, the gospel 
must be clearly communicated, whether in 
written or oral form.

When our eyes fall from God to humanity, 
social ills replace sin, horizontal problems 
replace the fundamental vertical problem 
between us and God, winning elections 
eclipses winning souls.

Apologetics

Other people mistake apologetics for 
evangelism. Like the activities we've 
considered above, apologetics itself is a 
good thing. We are instructed by Peter to 
be ready to give a reason for the hope that 
we have (1 Pet. 3:15). And apologetics is 
doing exactly that. Apologetics is 
answering questions and objections people 
may have about God or Christ, or about 
the Bible or the message of the gospel.

Answering questions and defending parts 
of the good news may oen be a part of 
conversations Christians have with non-
Christians, and while that may have been 
a part of our own reading or thinking or 
talking as we came to Christ, such activity 
is not evangelism.

Apologetics can present wonderful 
opportunities for evangelism. Being 
willing to engage in conversations about 
where we came from or what's wrong with 
this world can be a significant way to 
introduce honest discussions about the 
gospel.

By far the greatest danger in apologetics is 
being distracted from the main message. 
Evangelism is not defending the virgin 
birth or defending the historicity of the 
resurrection. Apologetics is defending the 
faith, answering the questions others have 
about Christianity. It is responding to the 
agenda that others set. Evangelism, 
however, is following Christ's agenda, the 
news about him. Evangelism is the 
positive act of telling the good news about 
Jesus Christ and the way of salvation 
through him.

e Results of Evangelism

Finally, one of the most common and 
dangerous mistakes in evangelism is to 
misinterpret the results of evangelism—
the conversion of unbelievers—for 
evangelism itself, which is the simple 
telling of the gospel message. Who can 
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deny that much modern evangelism has 
become emotionally manipulative, seeking 
simply to cause a momentary decision of 
the sinner's will, yet neglecting the biblical 
idea that conversion is the result of the 
supernatural, gracious act of God toward 
the sinner?

When we are involved in a program in 
which converts are quickly counted, 
decisions are more likely pressed, and 
evangelism is gauged by its immediately 
obvious effect, we are involved in 
undermining real evangelism and real 
churches.

e Christian call to evangelism is a call 
not simply to persuade people to make 
decisions but rather to proclaim to them 
the good news of salvation in Christ, to 
call them to repentance, and to give God 
the glory for regeneration and conversion. 
We don't fail in our evangelism if we 
faithfully tell the gospel to someone who is 
not converted; we fail only if we don't 
faithfully tell the gospel at all. Evangelism 
itself isn't converting people; it's telling 
them that they need to be converted and 
telling them how they can be.

Food for thought ...

"Evangelism and theology for the most part go separate ways, and the result is 
great loss for both.

When theology is not held on course by the demands of evangelistic 
communication, it grows abstract and speculative, wayward in method, theoretical 
in interest and irresponsible in stance.

When evangelism is not fertilized, fed and controlled by theology, it becomes a 
stylized performance seeking its effect through manipulative skills rather than the 
power of vision and the force of truth.

Both theology and evangelism are then, in one important sense, unreal, false to 
their own God-given nature; for all true theology has an evangelistic thrust, and all 
true evangelism is theology in action." 

- J.I. Packer
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P l e a s e  P r a y  f o r  t h e  R A K  C h u r c h  P l a n t

UCCD staff at the site where land has been granted.

Josh and Jenny Manley have 
agreed to move to the UAE to 
plant UCCD’s new church in 
Ras Al Khamaih.
Please pray for the following:
• at the Manleys would 

have a smooth transition
• For wisdom for the UCCD 

elders
• at God would provide the 

financial resources
• at evangelical Christians 

in RAK would be 
strengthened

• at the new church would 
reach the peoples of RAK 
for Christ.

Friday, June 15, 6:00 p.m.
UCCD Members’ Meeting Agenda

1. Prayer and Church Covenant
2. Ministry Report
3. Elders’ Report

A.Elders Nomination
B. Elder Resignation
C. Deacon Nomination
D.Deacon Resignations
E. Membership

1. Care List
2. Church Discipline
3. Members to be Removed
4. Members to be Added

4. Finance Report
5. Comments by the Senior Pastor
6. Any Other Business
7. Close in Prayer



Month Calendar
June 7
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Surge Training (Youth Ministry).

June 8
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

June 14
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Surge Training (Youth Ministry).

June 15
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.
6:00 p.m Members’ Meeting

June 21
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Surge Training (Youth Ministry).

June 22
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

June 28
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study
7:00 pm Surge Prayer (Youth Ministry).

June 29
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.
The Lord’s Supper

June 30 - July 9
Surge trip to India

July 5
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

July 6
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.
10:30 am UCCD church gathering.
6:00 pm First Friday Prayer & Praise (FFPP)

F r i d a y  F o u n d at i o n s

 May 18 to June 22, 9:30 am to 10:20 am

How to Give Away Your Faith
(Led by John Welkner and Sascha Baer)

e Gospel of Christ is powerful to save us 
and to change us! Many of us know this, yet 
when confronted with the Biblical command 
to go and share this gloriously good news we 
oen find ourselves paralyzed with fear, or 

fumbling for some new techniques.

e call of the faithful Christian is the call to 
faithful evangelism. Come to this six week 
class to be fueled for faithful evangelism.

Battling Unbelief
(Led by Anand Samuel, Leye Falade, and 

Andy Davies)

What are we believing in when we sin? e 
gospel of Jesus Christ cuts the roots of the sins 

that ensnare us, like: pride, impatience, 
covetousness, bitterness and lust.

Learn how the promises of God in the gospel 
can help you battle the unbelief that lies at the 
heart of these sins and live lives to the glory of 

Christ.

Phone: (04) 884 6623 

Email: info@uccdubai.com

uccdubai.com


