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THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS

is article on the resurrection of Jesus 
appears at the time of year when we are 
focusing on His birth, not His death and 
resurrection. To stop and think about the 
resurrection may seem like an 
unnecessary aside to the beautiful story of 
our Savior’s birth. 

To think only about the birth of Jesus, 
however, fails to do justice to the 
incarnation. It fails to consider the 
purpose of Jesus’ coming to earth. At the 

occasion of His birth, the angel said to the 
shepherds, “For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2:11). e meaning 
of Savior is clarified before His birth when 
the angel instructed Joseph: “You shall call 
his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). How will He 
save His people? Paul answers in 1 
Corinthians 15:3: “Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures.” And 
on the eve of His crucifixion Jesus Himself 
said, “But for this purpose I have come to 
this hour” (John 12:27). As we celebrate 
His birth, let us keep in mind that He 
came to die.

HERALD

Dr. Jerry Bridges is an author and speaker, 
as well as a part-time staff member at e 
Navigators in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Editorial:  e Passion Week draws near and people all over the world watch as 
Christians observe Good Friday and Easter. What makes Good Friday good? Why is the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ important to our faith? For all this and more see:

is month’s Herald...
1. e Resurrection of Jesus, by Jerry Bridges
2. He is Risen, by R.C. Sproul
3. Media Bias and the Resurrection of Jesus, by R. Fowler White
4. Our Fellowship in His Sufferings, by Martyn Lloyd-Jones
5. Sanctification in the Light of the Resurrection, by Martyn Lloyd-Jones
6. Books on the Cross of Christ, by Ligon Duncan
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is article, based on the account 
in Matthew 28:8–15, focuses, not on His 
birth or death, but on His resurrection. 
However, there is actually a seamless 
connection between the four major 
events of Jesus’ life: His birth, death, 
resurrection, and ascension. All four 
events stand or fall together. At the same 
time each event had its own unique role 
to play. What role, then, does the 
resurrection of Jesus play in the overall 
story of redemption? ere are at least 
four major truths about the resurrection 
that teach us about its absolute necessity.

First, it proved that Jesus was indeed the 
divine Son of God. Paul wrote that “[He] 
was declared to be the Son of God in 
power according to the Spirit of holiness 
by his resurrection from the dead” (Rom. 
1:4). Actually it was impossible for Jesus’ 
body to remain in the grave. Just as it was 
impossible for the divine nature of Jesus 
to die because God cannot die, so it was 
impossible for the human nature of Jesus 
to remain dead because of its union with 
His divine nature. Peter said on the day 
of Pentecost: “God raised him up, loosing 
the pangs of death, because it was not 
possible for him to be held by it” (Acts 
2:24). So it was not possible for Jesus’ 
body to remain in the grave. And in 
raising Him from the grave, God 
declared beyond all shadow of doubt that 
this Jesus whom lawless men crucified 
was indeed the divine Son of God.

Second, the resurrection of Jesus assures 
us of our justification. Paul wrote, “And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile and you are still in your sins” (I 
Cor. 15:17). If Christ were still in the 
tomb it would mean God’s wrath was not 
satisfied, and we would still stand guilty 
before God. But as Paul also wrote 
in Romans 4:25: “[Jesus] was delivered 
up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification.” It is not that the 
resurrection accomplished our 
justification — Jesus’ sinless life and sin-
bearing death did that — but rather it 
assures us of our justification. It was God 
the Father who raised Jesus from the 
dead (Rom. 8:11), and by that act God 
declared that Christ’s atoning sacrifice 
had been accepted. e penalty for our 
sins was paid in full. e resurrection 
was God’s declaration that He had 
cancelled the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands 
(Col. 2:14).

ird, the resurrection assures us that we 
serve a living Savior who even now is 
interceding for us. e writer of Hebrews 
wrote that He always lives to make 
intercession for us (Heb. 7:25). Paul was 
even more emphatic when he wrote, 
“Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the 
one who died — more than that, who 
was raised — who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for 
us” (Rom. 8:34). e One who died for 
us now lives to intercede for us. When 
you are going through struggles of any 
kind, be it adversity that you face, or sin 
you are struggling with, remember that 
Jesus is interceding for you. 
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Fourth, the resurrection of Christ 
guarantees our future resurrection. In his 
extensive treatment of the resurrection 
in 1 Corinthians 15:12–58, Paul wrote, 
“But in fact Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive. But each in his own order: Christ 
the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ” (vv. 20–23).

So as you celebrate the birth of Christ 
this Christmas, remember His birth is 
only the first of the four major events of 
His life. Not only can we say, “He is risen 
indeed,” but we can also say with Paul: 
“For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command. …And 
the dead in Christ will rise first. en we 
who are alive…will be caught up 
together with them…and so we will 
always be with the Lord” (1 ess. 4:16–
17). Maranatha! “Our Lord, come!” (1 
Cor. 16:22).

Friday, April 20, 6:00 p.m.
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Here is the watershed of human history 
where the misery of the race is 
transformed into grandeur. Here the 
kerygma, the proclamation of the early 
church, was born with the cry “He is 
risen.” We can view this event as a symbol, 
a lovely tale of hope. We can reduce it to a 
moralism that declares, as one preacher 
put it, “e meaning of the Resurrection is 
that we can face the dawn of each new day 
with dialectical courage.”

e New Testament proclaims the 
Resurrection as sober historical fact. e 
early Christians were not interested in 
dialectical symbols but in concrete 
realities. Authentic Christianity stands or 
falls with the space/time event of Jesus’ 
resurrection. e term Christian suffers 
from the burden of a thousand 
qualifications and a myriad of diverse 
definitions. One dictionary defines a 
Christian as a person who is civilized. One 
can certainly be civilized without affirming 
the Resurrection, but one cannot then be a 
Christian in the biblical sense. e person 
who claims to be a Christian while 
denying the Resurrection speaks with a 
forked tongue. From such turn away.

e resurrection of Jesus is radical in the 
original sense of the word. It touches the 
radix, the “root” of the Christian faith. 
Without it Christianity becomes just 
another religion designed to titillate our 
moral senses with platitudes of human 
wisdom. e apostle Paul spelled out the 
clear and irrefutable consequences of a 
“resurrectionless” Christianity. If Christ is 
not raised, he reasoned, we are le with 
the following list of conclusions:

1. Our preaching is futile.

2. Our faith is in vain.

3. We have misrepresented God.

4. We are still in our sins.

5. Our loved ones who have died 
have perished.

6. If all we have is hope, we are of all men 
most to be pitied.

ese six consequences sharply reveal the 
inner connection of the Resurrection to 
the substance of Christianity. e 
resurrection of Jesus is the sine qua non of 
the Christian faith. Take away the 
Resurrection and you take away 
Christianity.

HE IS RISEN!

Dr. R.C. Sproul is Senior Minister of 
Preaching and Teaching at Saint 
Andrew's, a Presbyterian congregation 
in Sanford, Florida.
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e military of ancient Rome really blew it. 
When it came to the resurrection of Jesus, 
the troops who guarded his tomb could 
have saved us all a lot of time and trouble by 
just giving up his dead body. One problem: 
they never did. ey didn’t because they 
couldn’t. And they couldn’t because, despite 
what you may have read, the resurrection of 
Jesus was and is a well-attested fact, perhaps 
the best-attested fact of antiquity.

Neither the Romans nor the Jews of Jesus’ 
day denied it. In fact, practically nobody 
denied it for 1,700 years. But now it’s 
fashionable to deny it or, at least, to cast 
doubt on it. Why? Has the evidence 
changed? No, the testimony of history is still 
the same. As omas Arnold, former chair 
of Modern History at Oxford University, 
once wrote, “I know of no one fact in the 
history of mankind which is proved by 
better and fuller evidence of every sort, to 
the understanding of a fair inquirer, than 
the great sign which God [has] given us that 
Christ died and rose again from the 
dead” (see his Sermons on the Christian 
Life: Its Hopes, Its Fears, and Its Close [6th 
ed.; London, 1859] 324).

Well, if the historical evidence is so clear, 
why do certain scholars and laypeople 
discount Jesus’ resurrection? For some it’s 
simply that they’re not informed about the 
facts. For many others, however, it’s because 
they have a bias against the miraculous. 
Both of these factors show up in certain 
media presentations on the resurrection.

Take, for example, the argument that, 
because there is a gap of 40 years between 
the first Gospel and the resurrection event 
itself, we can state nothing historical about 
Jesus’ resurrection. Is this 40-year gap a 
problem? Certainly not. e earliest New 
Testament documents — the apostle Paul’s 
letters from the late 40s and early 50s — 
testify that, while he was writing those 
letters, over 500 people who had seen the 
resurrected Jesus were still alive and talking 
about it. e point is, the apostle’s letters 
narrow the gap between the Gospel 
accounts and the resurrection event itself to 
about 20 years, and his testimony is 
unquestionably compatible with that of the 
Gospels. Is it true, then, that the compelling 
details about Jesus’ resurrection were 
nowhere to be found before the first Gospel 
was written? No, those details were publicly 
available in the witness of the early church 
and in the apostles’ earliest letters.

What about the Jesus Seminar’s claim that 
the idea of a physical resurrection was 
historically just one of several ways to give 

MEDIA BIAS AND THE 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS

R. Fowler White is associate professor of 
New Testament and Biblical Languages 
at Knox eological Seminary in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida. 
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meaning to Jesus’ life and death? Well, 
consider the source. Richard B. Hays, New 
Testament professor at e Divinity 
School of Duke University, minces no 
words about the Jesus Seminar: “most 
professional biblical scholars are 
profoundly skeptical of the methods and 
conclusions of this academic splinter 
group. … [T]heir attempt to present 
[their] views as ‘the assured results of 
critical scholarship’ is reprehensible 
deception” (“e Corrected Jesus,” First 
ings [May 1994] 47). It is time, isn’t it, 
that the media stopped taking the Jesus 
Seminar seriously?

Non-miraculous explanations of Jesus’ 
resurrection only rewrite the evidence to 
suit themselves. e fact is, only the 
miraculous explanation makes sense of all 
the New Testament evidence, the disciples’ 
transformed lives, and the early church’s 
phenomenal growth. Someone may say 
that the miraculous explanation is beyond 
the ability of the historian to prove. But 

this is only true if we start with the bias 
that the miraculous is not part of history. 
Even the disciples themselves were 
initially skeptical of Jesus’ resurrection — 
and they were convinced of it once they 
saw, heard, and touched Him in His 
resurrection body.

Finally, we have to ask, why do the media 
choose to cast doubt only on Christianity 
during its holiest seasons? As a friend of 
mine says, it’s how non-Christians in the 
media celebrate the holidays.

en again, would the media do the same 
to Islam during Ramadan or to Judaism 
during Passover? No, that wouldn’t be 
“fair.” Fairness is as fairness does. 
Discerning media watchers expect 
nothing less. Neither does Jesus, 
our resurrected Lord.
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OUR FELLOWSHIP IN HIS 

SUFFERINGS

at I may know . . . the fellowship of his 
sufferings.

P H I L I P P IA N S  3 : 1 0

I would now like to emphasize our 
fellowship in Christ’s sufferings, and our 
fellowship even in His death. Paul says in 
Philippians 3:10, “at I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death.” What great 
thoughts! We must work them out, think 
them out, and pray them out.

Paul put it another way in Colossians 1:24: 
“Who now rejoice in my sufferings for 
you, and fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his 
body’s sake, which is the church.” I do not 
pretend to understand that fully, but I do 
know that there is no higher statement of 
the doctrine of the union of the believer 
with His Lord. e apostle interprets his 
own sufferings in the flesh and in the body 
as, in a sense, filling up what remains of 
the sufferings and the afflictions of Christ 
Himself. Paul is bearing that in his own 

flesh. e result of the mystical union is 
that he enters into this mystical fellowship 
of the sufferings of Christ. ere were 
people living in the Middle Ages of whom 
it is said that they so meditated upon and 
contemplated their Lord and all that He 
had done for them that some of them even 
developed in their physical hands the 
imprint of nails, the stigmata. It is not 
impossible. Such things do happen.

But all I am concerned to emphasize is 
that the more deeply we realize the truth 
about this union between us and our 
Lord, the more we shall know something 
of the fellowship of His sufferings. In this 
world He was “a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah 53:3). at 
was because of the sin of the world. And 
because He saw the enmity of the human 
heart against His Father, it hurt Him, it 
grieved Him, and He suffered. ere is no 
more delicate test of our relationship to 
Him and our union with Him than the 
extent to which you and I know 
something of His suffering.

A THOUGHT TO PONDER 

e result of the mystical union is mystical 
fellowship with the sufferings of Christ.

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones was the minister 
of Westminster Chapel in London.
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SANCTIFICATION IN THE LIGHT OF 

THE RESURRECTION

. . . who was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justification.

ROMANS 4:25

It is only in the light of the resurrection 
that I finally have an assurance of my sins 
forgiven. It is only in the light of the 
resurrection that I ultimately know that I 
stand in the presence of God absolved 
from guilt and shame and every 
condemnation. I can now say with Paul, 
“ere is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 8:1) because I look at the 
fact of the resurrection. It is there that I 
know it.

You notice how Paul argues in 1 
Corinthians 15:17 when he says, “If Christ 
be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet 
in your sins.” If it is not a fact that Christ 
literally rose from the grave, then you are 
still guilty before God. Your punishment 
has not been borne, your sins have not 
been dealt with, you are yet in your sins. It 
matters that much: Without the 
resurrection you have no standing at all; 
you are still uncertain as to whether you 

are forgiven and whether you are a child 
of God. And when one day you come to 
your deathbed you will not know, you will 
be uncertain as to where you are going 
and what is going to happen to you. “Who 
was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification” (Romans 
4:25). It is in the resurrection that I stand 
before God free and absolved and without 
fear and know that I am indeed a child of 
God. So you see the importance of 
holding on to this doctrine and why we 
must insist upon the details of doctrine, 
and not be content with some vague 
general belief in the Lord Jesus Christ.

If you are concerned about your life in this 
world and the fight against the world, the 
first thing to do, says the apostle Paul, is to 
take an overall look at the great doctrine 
of the resurrection of our Lord.

A THOUGHT TO PONDER

Without Christ’s resurrection you have no 
standing at all.

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones was the minister 
of Westminster Chapel in London.
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BOOKS ON THE CROSS OF CHRIST

ese lists and the following select, 
annotated bibliography are intended for 
Christians who, having been edified by the 
wonderful pieces by J. I. Packer and Mark 
Dever in this little book, are thirst- ing for 
more good material that will aid them in 
deepening their understanding of the 
meaning and significance and 
consequences of the death of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. I hope that these reading 
suggestions will be helpful to many, not 
only in providing them with a “must read” 
list on the atonement, but also in 
providing them recommendations for 
other church leaders and members.

If you have no idea where to start, look at 
the following lists of suggestions. If you 
don’t know anything about the books in 
the various lists provided, take a look at 
the annotations to the full alphabetical 
bibliography following. In those 
annotations I hope to provide enticing 
and summarizing comments that will help 
draw you to books that will be helpful to 
your soul and ministry.

TEN ON THE ATONEMENT

Am I loopy enough to attempt to suggest a 
top-ten list of “must reads” on the 

atonement? Apparently so. e motivation 
is simple though: the annotated 
bibliography that follows may seem 
overwhelming to some, so this shorter 
“best-of ” list may help. is list of ten 
books leans to the popular and devotional 
side, but all the entries are sound and 
substantial. I’ve tried here to put them in a 
good order for reading.

1. Piper, John. Fiy Reasons Why Jesus 
Came to Die. Wheaton, IL: Crossway 
Books, 2006.

2. Mahaney, C. J. Living the Cross Centered 
Life. Sisters, OR: Multnomah, 2006.

3. Leahy, Frederick S. e Cross He Bore, 
e Victory of the Lamb, and Is It 
Nothing to You? Edinburgh: Banner of 
Truth, 1996, 2001, and 2004.

4. Ryken, Philip Graham, and James 
Montgomery Boice. e Heart of the 
Cross. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 
2005.

5. Warfield, Benjamin B. e Saviour of 
the World. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 
1991.

6. Morris, Leon. e Atonement: Its 
Meaning and Significance. Leicester: 
Inter-Varsity, 1983.

Ligon Duncan is the minister of First 
Presbyterian Church in Jackson, 
Mississipi, USA.
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7. Murray, John. Redemption Accomplished 
and Applied. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1955.

8. Stott, John R.W. e Cross of Christ. 
Leicester: Inter-Varsity, 1986.

9. Jeffery, Steve, Michael Ovey, and Andrew 
Sach. Pierced for our Transgressions. 
Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2007

10.Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, 2 vols. Translated by F. L. Battles. 
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1960 (see esp. 
1:464–534).

SHORT, POPULAR INTRODUCTIONS

If you are looking for a good launching 
point into the vast ocean of sound teaching 
available on the doctrine of the atonement, 
and you’d like to read something accessible 
that will give you a feel for the subject and 
be edifying at the same time, try the 
following. To find out more about them, 
read the annotated bibliography at the end 
of this section. I’m tempted to suggest that 
you read them in this order: Piper, then 
Shaw/Edwards, then Wells, then Bridges/
Bevington, and finally, Morris.

• Bridges, Jerry, and Bob Bevington. e 
Great Exchange. Wheaton, IL: Crossway 
Books, 2007. Jerry Bridges loves George 
Smeaton on the atonement, important 
work that this book popularizes.

• Morris, Leon. e Atonement: Its 
Meaning and Significance. Leicester: 

Inter-Varsity, 1983. ough more 
challenging than the other four books on 
this list, this is a worthy shorter volume.

• Piper, John. Fiy Reasons Why Jesus 
Came to Die. Wheaton, IL: Crossway 
Books, 2006. Designed for evangelistic 
use, this book can be read in little chunks. 
Chock full of devotional worth.

• Shaw, Ian J., and Brian H. Edwards. e 
Divine Substitute: e Atonement in the 
Bible and History. Leominster, UK: 
DayOne, 2006. In less than 150 pages 
Shaw and Edwards provide a sound 
biblical and historical introduction to the 
doctrine of the atonement.

• Wells, Tom. A Price for a People: e 
Meaning of Christ’s Death. Edinburgh: 
Banner of Truth, 1992. Wells’s book 
focuses on the biblical material. He is a 
Baptist pastor in Ohio.

SERMONS

Make a habit of reading and listening to 
sermons on the atoning work of Christ. 
ere is no better way to prepare to teach 
and preach and live the cross yourself. So 
read and listen to the masters preach the 
cross.

• Lloyd-Jones, D. Martyn. Romans: 
Atonement and Justification. Edinburgh: 
Banner of Truth, 1970. What can one say 
about Lloyd-Jones? John Piper listens to 
him! ese sermons contain powerful 
models for preaching atonement and 
justification.
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• Martin, Hugh. Christ for Us. Edinburgh: 
Banner of Truth, 1998. If you think 
Martin’s e Atonement is truth on fire 
(and it is!), then buckle your seatbelts for 
his preaching.

• Spurgeon, Charles H. Spurgeon’s Sermons 
on the Cross of Christ. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Kregel, 1993. e prince of preach- ers. 
Read anything and everything you can 
get by him, and make a beeline for the 
cross.

• Warfield, Benjamin B. e Saviour of the 
World. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1991. 
You’ll never be able to think about John 
3:16 in the same way again aer reading 
Warfield’s sermon.

PASTORAL APPLICATION OF THE 
DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT

Do you need help in seeing how the cross 
applies to life and ministry? Here are two 
good examples:

• Carson, D. A. e Cross and Christian 
Ministry. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books, 2004. Carson shows us how the 
cross works out (or should work out) in 
the church’s gospel ministry.

• Mahaney, C. J. Living the Cross Centered 
Life. Sisters, OR: Multnomah, 2006. Do 
you want the atonement worked into 
your bones? Read this.

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGIES

If you want to dip into some representative 
systematic theologies, but you don’t know 
where to start, here are five good entries 
with strengths all their own.

• Berkhof, Louis. Systematic eology. New 
Combined Edition. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 2006. Berkhof is hard to beat 
for historical overview, clear orthodox 
presentation, and discerning evaluation 
(see esp. 367–99).

• Boyce, James P. Abstract of Systematic 
eology. Hanford, CA: den Dulk 
Foundation. A classic, solid, Baptist 
presentation on the atonement (see esp. 
295–340).

• Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian 
Religion. 2 vols. Trans- lated by F. L. 
Battles. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1960. 
e fountainhead of the Reformed 
tradition. Do not miss Calvin on this 
topic!

• Grudem,Wayne. Systematic eology. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994. 
Probably the easiest to read of these five 
books. Great for use as a teaching outline 
on the subject (see esp. 568–607).

• Reymond, Robert L. A New Systematic 
eology of the Christian Faith. Nashville: 
omas Nelson, 1998. An extensive 
exegetical-theological treatment by a 
solid, conservative, con- temporary 
theologian (see esp. 623–795).



MONTH CALENDAR

April 12, 2012

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

April 13, 2012

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.

April 19, 2012

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

April 20, 2012

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.

6:00 pm. Members Meeting

          

April 26, 2012

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

April 27, 2012

10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
(Lord’s Supper)

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.

1:30 pm CLG Leaders’ Training

May 3, 2012

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

May 4, 2012

10:30 am UCCD church gathering

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.

6:00 pm First Friday Prayer and Praise 
(FFPP)

F R I D A Y  F O U N D A T I O N S

 Apr 6 to May 11, 9:30 am to 10:20 am

Worship God!
(Led by Anand Samuel and John Folmar)

When the apostle John fell face-down in the 
presence of an angel in Revelation 22, the 

angel responded by saying, “You must not do 
that! ... Worship God!”

What does it mean to worship God? Is 
worship just something we do on Friday 

mornings, or this there more to it why do we 
at UCCD worship the way we do?

Learn about worship in Spirit and truth, and 
UCCD’s approach to gathered worship, by 

attending this 6-week class.
 

Love One Another
(Led by Jim Fox and Richard Ngwisha)

Since Christianity is a community project, the 
New Testament is full of “one another” 

commands. How should these be followed in 
our church? Come and be challenged to love 
one another - not in the abstract - but in real 

life among the saints at UCCD.

Phone: (04) 884 6623 

Email: info@uccdubai.com

uccdubai.com

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
mailto:info@uccdubai.com

