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H E R A L D
How to engage our friends and family with the true message of Christmas

T H E

CHR I S TMA S  S EA SON

It’s Christmas time! While the whole world shops and 
celebrates Christmas as a secular, fun filled, sentimental 
holiday, how can we as a church communicate the true 
message of the incarnation of God? is Christmas season, 
we would like to encourage you to evangelize your family, 
friends and neighbors using Carl Laferton’s little book called 
Christmas Uncut. is not only presents the gospel but also 
the foundational elements of a worldview in which the 
gospel makes sense. All this and more in…. 

this Issue:

1. e Word Became Flesh - Sam Storms
2. Caesar’s Palace & Christ’s Manger: Who Looks Like a King? - T. Wax
3. Christmas Uncut - Conversation With  Carl Laferton
4. A Christmas Message - Carl Trueman
5. Ten Questions to Ask at a Christmas Gathering
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e Word became flesh,
God became human,

the invisible became visible,
the untouchable became touchable,

eternal life experienced temporal death,
the transcendent one descended and drew near,

the unlimited became limited,
the infinite became finite,

the immutable became mutable,
the unbreakable became fragile,

spirit became matter,
eternity entered time,

the independent became dependent,
the almighty became weak,
the loved became the hated,

the exalted was humbled,
glory was subjected to shame,

fame turned into obscurity,
from inexpressible joy to tears of unimaginable grief,

from a throne to a cross,
from ruler to being ruled,
from power to weakness.

T h e  W o r d  B e c a m e  F l e s h 

Sam Storms is Senior Pastor at 
Bridgeway Church, Oklohoma City, OK, USA
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Consider Jesus of Nazareth alongside 
Caesar Augustus. At the time of Christ’s 
birth, Caesar had issued a call to the 
Roman world that everyone be counted 
and properly taxed. As he enjoyed 
luxurious accommodations in his Roman 
palace, he hoped to demonstrate his own 
greatness before a watching world by 
publicizing the great number of people 
under his domain. And yet in an 
unnoticed corner of Caesar’s kingdom, in 
a simple stable, sleeping in a feeding 
trough, the Son of God had come to show 
the glory of his Father.

e nature of infancy teaches us 
something about weakness, and it teaches 
us something about our God. Every 
Christmas we celebrate not Caesar’s 
triumphant census, but our Emmanuel: 
God with us.

e Apostle Paul tells us that Jesus made 
himself a servant. e infinite God 
enclosed himself in a woman’s womb for 
nine months. God the Son was wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and placed in a manger 
for a bed. God made himself vulnerable.

Picture Jesus, the firstborn above all 
creation, the one through whom God 
spoke the creation of the universe, sitting 
on his mother Mary’s lap, learning to read 
and write! Such mysteries can never be 

fully explained. But it is the story of God 
coming to earth – God’s being with us – 
that lies at the heart of the Christian 
worldview.

Imagine Caesar in his palace and Jesus in 
the manger. Which one looks more like a 
king?

What would you do if you were in 
Bethlehem at the time and you had to 
choose to pledge your allegiance to either 
a baby boy who excited a few rugged 
shepherds, or the ruler of the known 
world with an army of thousands at his 
command?

Who was more powerful? Caesar or Jesus? 
ings are not always as they appear.

Christians must have a radically different 
conception of power. Aer all, when Jesus 
was crucified, it appeared that he was 
dying as a weak man at the hands of the 
strong. Pilate appeared to have the 
authority and power. “We have no king 
but Caesar!” the people shouted.

Caesar ruled by conquering lands and 
subjugating people. Jesus conquered sin, 
death, and the grave by suffering and 
dying – by bearing the full weight of God’s 
wrath towards the evil of the world and 
then rising again to new life.

So who is your King? Who reigns over 
your life?

Trevin Wax is Managing Editor 
of e Gospel Project at 
LifeWay Christian Resources

Caesar’s Palace and Christ’s 
Manger: Who Looks Like a King?
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Trevin Wax, Managing Editor of the 
Gospel Project interviewed Carl Laferton 
who is the Senior Editor at  e Good 
Book Company. He is the author 
of  Promises Kept,  Good Question, 
and  Real Men, and co-author with Mark 
Dever of the forthcoming Loving Church. 
He is married to Lizzie, and they have a 
five-month-old baby, Ben, who mercifully 
is sleeping through the night! We hope 
that this interview will give you a snell 
peek preview of the book and tell you how 
to use it more effectively in your 
evangelism this Christmas season!

T r e v i n W a x ( T W ) :  W e l c o m e 
Carl.  Your  book on Christmas  reads like 
an extended tract – a booklet that corrects 
misconceptions about the Christmas story 
while getting to the root of what 

Christmas is all about. What are the 
challenges of working on a book like this, 
a book that has both Christians and non-
Christians in mind?

Carl Laferton (CL):  With Christmas, the 
challenge is to get people to hear the 
actual historical narrative. Most non-
Christians think they know the story –
donkey, innkeeper, three kings, and it’s all 
cute and cuddly and non-challenging – 
but actually, they know a made-up nativity 
play that has obscured the gospel.

Now, as Christians we know that 
Christmas is history, not a story, and we 
know there was no innkeeper or donkey, 
and an unspecified number of possibly-
not kings.  But  normally at Christmas I’m 
busy, and I’m over-familiar with the 
events, so they kind of wash over me and 
I’m not struck by the shocks, the twists, 
the uniqueness.

So the challenge is the same. We all think 
we know what it’s about. Familiarity can 
breed contempt. But the solution is also 
the same – simply to look again at the real 
events, to hold them up and marvel at 
them, and to see the gospel told through 
them. e gospel is brilliant!

I think the best books are the ones that 
show you the gospel from the Bible 
narrative and then get out of the way 

Christmas Uncut: A 
Conversation with Carl 

Laferton about Evangelism 

http://www.thegoodbook.com/
http://www.thegoodbook.com/
http://www.thegoodbook.com/
http://www.thegoodbook.com/
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
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while the reader is blown away by it. As a 
believer, I need to be excited and moved 
by the gospel this Christmas. And I need 
my non-Christian friends to be told and (I 
pray) excited and moved by the gospel this 
Christmas too. So with Christmas Uncut, 
I was trying to do that – not to do lots of 
apologetics or present a set of doctrines 
but to tell the biblical story, show the 
gospel, and get out of the way!

TW:  You do it well. I love how you 
emphasize the Bible story and only add 
little comments here and there to give 
some explanations where necessary. 
Speaking of apologetics, at the end of the 
book, you deal with some common 
objections – not only to the Christmas 
story but also what the story represents: 
who Jesus is and what He has done. What 
are some of the common objections you 
hear in evangelistic conversations? 

CL:  Yes, I deal with three “Yes, but…” 
thoughts I think will come into readers’ 
heads as they read:

Isn’t it all made up?

Was Jesus really the Christ?

Did He really rise from the dead?

I’ve deliberately kept them short. ey’re 
meant to show that the Christian faith is 
credible, not to be the last word in 
apologetics (in my experience with 
apologetics, there is no last word!).

But I deliberately put them at the back of 
the book because I want people to get to 
grips with the story and come face to face 

with Jesus and start thinking:  Wow, 
wouldn’t it be great if this were really true?

e best bit of advice anyone ever gave me 
about evangelistic conversations (other 
than “pray”!) was to talk about Jesus with 
people and to talk about the Gospel 
narratives. So in answering a question, I 
want to point someone to Jesus as the 
answer so that the conversation is 
centered on Jesus rather than on assent to 
a particular doctrine or intellectual 
argument about a specific issue. 
In Christmas Uncut, no one’s asking me a 
question, so I’m free to dive straight into 
looking at Jesus!

TW:  Do you find the same objections in 
the UK as we find in the US?

CL: I’ve not spent enough time in the US 
to know how exactly similar you guys are, 
but from talking to friends, it sounds like 
the non-Christian cultures on either side 
of the Atlantic are pretty similar. But 
whatever the culture, I would think that 
Jesus is the ultimate apologetic!

TW:  Absolutely! No doubt.  Do you see a 
trend toward longer, evangelistic booklets 
rather than simple tracts? 

http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
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CL:  I think there’s a bit of a gap at the 
moment, which  Christmas Uncut  is 
attempting to fill. A 16- or 24-page 
booklet is great in many ways (which is 
why e Good Book Company has 
produced dozens!), but it doesn’t give you 
space to let the narrative breathe, to lead 
people gently along through the story and 
show them the gospel. And if you give 
them out aer a church event where the 
gospel’s been explained, it’s oen only 
about the same length as the talk was!

en there are lots of books that are 
minimum 150 pages and oen over 200. 
And there are loads of people both in the 
UK and the US who simply don’t read 
books of that length, either because they 
weren’t brought up to or because they 
don’t have time to.

So I see  Christmas Uncut  not as a “long 
tract” but as a “short book.” Sixty-four 
pages means someone who doesn’t read 
much hopefully won’t think,  at’s too 
long for me or  I don’t have time for that, 
but it does give the reader time and space 
to think things through.

TW:  It seems that as Western societies 
have moved away from Christendom, 
those of us who want to evangelize 
suddenly realize we’ve got a lot bigger task 
before us. We’re not just giving the gospel 
but also the foundational elements of a 
worldview in which the gospel makes 
sense. Do you sense that too? If so, how 
do we need to rethink evangelism in light 
of the new reality?

CL:  e quest ion of gospel and 
foundational elements is one that I am 

grappling with. Having been a post-
Christian country for a little while now, 
the UK is “ahead” (not in a good way) of 
the US in this.

I suppose my main aim is to balance the 
two. In the UK, we have oen focused 
purely on worldview and apologetics, and 
actually it’s the gospel that is the power for 
salvation (which is why a course 
like Christianity Explored, simply working 
through the Gospel of Mark, is so great).

I wonder if evangelism is most effective 
when our lives provide the apologetic – 
when someone looks at us and thinks,  I 
would love to have their lack of fear/
worry/anger and their peace/forgiveness/
joy/etc. What is it that they so obviously 
have that I know I don’t?  When that 
happens, we are embodying the truth that 
the gospel worldview “works” in reality. 
at’s the ground on which the gospel 
message takes fruitful root.

I find 1 Peter 3:15 - ”Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the hope that you 
have” – hugely challenging, not so much 
in the sense of saying, “Do you have your 
answers ready?” as saying, “Does anyone 
ever actually ask you what it is that makes 
you attractively different”?

But I know that people far more wise and 
godly and experienced than me are 
wrestling with this, and I know I need to 
keep thinking about how to witness to the 
gospel in a way that can best be heard by a 
non-Christian.  Christmas Uncut  grows 
out of a lot of conversations that went 

http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://biblia.com/bible/1%20Peter%203.15
http://biblia.com/bible/1%20Peter%203.15
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wrong as well as a few that – in God’s 
grace – went okay!

TW:  What’s your hope for  Christmas 
Uncut?

CL:  at Christians buy it, read it, and 
g ive i t aw ay. We’ve d e l ib e r ate ly 
made Christmas Uncut as cheap as we can 
so that churches can give it away to guests 
at Christmas outreach events and services 
and so that individual Christians can give 
it as an extra Christmas present.

en, of course, my prayer is that as non-
Christians read, they are so wowed by the 
real events and the gospel that unfolds 
through those events that they come to 
know Jesus as their personal Ruler and 
Rescuer. I’d love to think that in 20 years, 
there will be people who can’t remember 
the name of the book (or the author!) but 
who, through reading  Christmas Uncut, 
came to know and love and live for the 
One that the book is pointing them to.

A Christmas Message 

Christmas is not what it used to be. At 
least that is the impression I have aer 
reminiscing for a few moments with the 
Ghost of Christmas Past. e food is just 
as good, I admit; and the drink, of course, 
is vastly superior. But the music has clearly 
gone into decline. No doubt this year 
Justin Bieber or Lady Gaga will inflict 
some synthetic tripe upon the world in a 
last minute attempt to lower the average 
quality of the overall cultural contribution 
of 2011. When I was small, we had the 
likes of Noddy Holder and Slade singing 
'Merry Christmas Everybody', Mud with 
their own version of 'It'll Be Lonely this 
Christmas' and, of course, the excessively 
hirsute glam rocker, Roy Wood, with his 'I 
Wish It Could Be Christmas Everyday.' 

Frankly, if Christmas now means extra 
Kardashian reality programs on the TV, 
even the ever-optimistic Roy Wood might 
want to reconsider exactly what it is for 
which he is asking in the song.

In fact, of course, there is a case to be 
made that Christmas, if not coming quite 
everyday in our culture, has certainly 
spread its influence throughout the year. 
When I was a child, another hallmark of 
the festive season was the appearance on 
television of adverts (that's 'commercials' 
in the US) for toys. ese typically started 
around October and vanished by the start 
of January. At that point, business returned 
to normal on the commercial channels: 
adverts for lawnmowers, men's hair dye, 
Cinzano and various detergents. e 
window for toy adverts was relatively 
narrow and seasonally specific.

Carl Trueman is Professor of Church 
History at Westminster eological 
Seminary, Philadelphia, USA 

http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
http://www.thegoodbook.com/christmas-uncut
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Today's world is very different. e astute 
television viewer may well have noticed in 
recent years that adverts for toys go on all 
year round, a point which is surely of 
some cultural significance. No longer is 
the toy market focused on Christmas; it is 
assumed that money will be spent on such 
things throughout the calendar year. 
Possibly even more important, however, is 
the fact that these toy adverts are oen 
targeted more at adults than at children. 
Whether it is giant TV sets, expensive cars 
or slick computers, the toys these days 
have an adult price tag and an adult 
market.

is Christmas-creep cultural shi seems 
to indicate three things about society: we 
have more money (or at least more access 
to credit) than was the case thirty years 
ago; we are increasingly obsessed with 
`treating ourselves'; and the boundary 
between adulthood and childhood has 
become blurred to the point of near 
erasure. It is the latter point which is most 
important.

Anyone who has ever had children will 
know that it is a most Augustinian 
experience. Few if any parents of a three 
month old find Pelagius and his ilk to be 
particularly persuasive on the matter of 
human nature. Indeed, it is very hard not 
to believe in original sin at 3 am in the 
wee small hours when your child is 
screaming his lungs out and there is 
nothing - no food, no toy, no activity, no 

person - which can stop him. Babies are 
the most brutally honest of human beings: 
it really is all about them; and they make it 
very clear that they both believe that and 
practice such with a vengeance.

Infants are, in fact, the very embodiment 
of self-love. ey want their immediate 
needs satisfied and they care nothing for 
anything or anybody else. Arguably, the 
process of growing up, of education in the 
broadest (and oldest) sense of the word, is 
the means by which the child comes to 
curb this utter self-centeredness through 
its need to be part of wider society.

is all makes the apparent regression to 
childhood by the adult population a rather 
worrying phenomenon.  e prevalence 
throughout the year of advertisements for 
toys marketed to grown-ups seems to 
witness to precisely this trend and should 
be a cause of some concern. I am typically 
not of the `it was so much better in the old 
days' school which always sees the past in 
a nostalgic light and the present as being a 
sorry shadow of lost greatness.  Yet I 
believe there has been a shi: my 
grandfather worked in a factory but never 
complained about the harshness and the 
tedium of the work because he found his 
meaning in providing for his family.  He 
was not a Christian but the focus of his life 
was not himself but his wife and 
children. Sure; his love terminated on the 
creature, not the creator, and so was still 
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wrong; but it was at least turned 
somewhat outward.

By way of contrast to the priorities of my 
grandfather, the rise of the toy-and treat-
obsessed society which wants the 
materialism of Christmas every day of the 
year reflect a society where individuals 
increasingly find their value and meaning 
in what they can do - or, more oen, buy - 
for themselves. is love is directed 
inwards to the gratification of the self. 
at is where value and meaning are 
found. at is where the restless heart is 
supposed to find rest, although the spread 
of Christmas to the whole of the year 
would indicate that such rest has proved 
elusive. In fact, the ubiquity of the 
Christmas spirit arguably witnesses to the 
extension of the Augustinian childhood of 
unrestricted, unapologetic and frequently 
unchecked self-love to the whole length of 
life and the very fabric of society. To adapt 
the Roy Wood lyric, we really do wish it 
could be Christmas everyday.

e irony of the Christian Christmas is 
that the Christ child comes not because of 
any need of his own or any desire to fulfill 
a selfish or inwardly directed want; this 
child, the child in the manger, considers it 
not robbery to be equal with God and yet 
humbles himself by taking the form of a 
servant in order to be obedient even to 
death on the cross. All of this is done for 
those who not only did not deserve it but 
who despise the very thought of grace. For 

the strong and the self-sufficient to be 
shown their need and to be delivered 
therefrom by a nobody who begins life in 
a manger and ends it on a cross is a 
profound insult to everything we hold 
dear. e world looks on - now as then - 
and see this all as so much childishness; 
the tragedy, of course, is that it is the 
unsuspecting world which is truly 
childish.

I wonder if it is coincidence that at the 
very moment when childhood - or, 
perhaps better, childishness - seems to be 
permeating society, atheism and the 
militant rejection of Christianity are 
becoming so trendy.  ere is nothing 
more childish than the repudiation of 
parental authority by those who are still 
dependent upon their parents for 
everything from food to shelter to 
clothing. As the fourteen year old kid with 
the body-piercing and mohawk  is still 
utterly dependent on his parents' money 
to buy him the torn jeans and the tee-shirt 
with the anti-authoritarian slogan spray 
painted on it, so those dependent upon 
God for their lives take a perverse and 
childish pleasure in denying his claims 
over their lives. And as the fourteen year 
old punk looks like a serious adult  role 
model to the twelve year old wannabe, so 
the angry atheism that sells so many 
books today looks like true maturity to the 
world at large. Yet it does not change the 
fact that, as Romans 1 tells us, such is 
really a move not towards maturity but 
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towards a fundamental denial of our 
humanity.

is should put our need to engage with 
atheists in perspective. Atheists do appear 
scary to the church, as the foul-mouthed 
kid with the leather jacket and the tattoo 
might well be an intimidating and alien 
presence in my neighborhood late at 
night; but all the expletives in the world 
do not change the fact that he is just a kid 
with attitude, not a serious challenge to 
my safety or well-being. Yes, we 
sometimes need to refute atheists in the 
same way we need to check unruly 
teenagers; but we should not waste too 
much time on such matters. e church 
also has adult work to be doing and 
dealing with kids should not distract us 
from that. Atheists come and atheists go; 
as far as I can tell, Mt. 16:18 continues to 
prove to be true.

e message of Christmas is the message 
of the cross: all our human conceptions 
are turned upside down; greatness is 
found in a manger and on a cross; the 
most powerful autonomous aspirations of 
men and women are in comparison to the 
baby Jesus but childish acts of meaningless 
defiance; atheism pretends to maturity; 
but from the perspective of the Bethlehem 
stable, it is but so much juvenile posturing

Like Roy Wood, I wish it could be 
Christmas everyday. I regret that that has 
come to mean the universal extrapolation 
of childishness to every area of life; but I 

rejoice that one day every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus is 
Lord. On that day, it will truly be 
Christmas everyday.

"Infinite, and an infant. 

Eternal, and yet born of a 

woman. Almighty, and yet 

hanging on a woman’s 

br e a s t. S u pp ort ing a 

universe, and yet needing 

t o b e c a r r i e d i n a 

mother’s arms. King of 

a n g e l s , a n d y e t t h e 

reputed son of Joseph. 

Heir of all things, and 

y e t t h e c a r p e n t e r ’ s 

despised son. Oh, the 

wonder of Christmas."

- C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892)
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Many of us struggle to make conversation 
at Christmas gatherings, whether church 
e v e n t s , w o r k - r e l a t e d p a r t i e s , 
neighborhood drop-ins, or annual family 
occasions. Sometimes our difficulty lies in 
having to chat with people we rarely see or 
have never met. At other times we simply 
don’t know what to say to those with 
whom we feel little in common.

Moreover, as Christians we want to take 
advantage of the special opportunities 
provided by the Christmas season to share 
our faith, but are oen unsure how to 
begin. Here’s a list of questions designed 
not only to kindle a conversation in 
almost any Christmas situation, but also 
to take the dialogue gradually to a deeper 
level. Use them in a private conversation 
or as a group exercise, with believers or 
unbelievers, with strangers or with family.

Of course, remember to pray before your 
Christmas gatherings. Ask the Lord to 
grant you "divine appointments," to guide 
your conversations, and to open doors for 
the gospel. May He use you to bring glory 
to Christ this Christmas.

Don Whitney is Associate Professor of 
Biblical Spirituality and Senior 
Associate Dean at e Southern Baptist 
eological Seminary in Louisville, KY

Ten Questions to Ask at a 
Christmas Gathering

1. What’s the best thing that’s happened 
to you since last Christmas?

2. What was your best Christmas ever? 
Why?

3. What’s the most meaningful 
Christmas gi you’ve ever received?

4. What was the most appreciated 
Christmas gi you’ve ever given?

5. What was your favorite Christmas 
tradition as a child?

6. What is your favorite Christmas 
tradition now?

7. What do you do to try to keep Christ 
in Christmas?

8. Why do you think people started 
celebrating the birth of Jesus?

9. Do you think the birth of Jesus 
deserves such a nearly worldwide 
celebration?

10.Why do you think Jesus came to earth?



December Calendar

December 13, 2012
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John.
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

December 14, 2012
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations.
10:30am UCCD church gathering.
7pm Carols in Dubai

December 20, 2012
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John.   
7pm Oasis (Youth Ministry) 
Christmas party

December 21, 2012
9:30-10:20am Friday Foundations. 
10:30am UCCD church gathering. 
6pm Members’ Meeting

December 25, 2012
10am Christmas morning service

December 27, 2012
7pm Thursday Bible Study. in 1 John 

December 28, 2012
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 

January 3, 2013
7pm Thursday Bible Study in 1 John. 

January 4, 2012
9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations. 
10:30 am UCCD church gathering. 
6pm First Friday Prayer and 
Praise

F r i d a y  F o u n d at i o n s

December 7 to December 28
9:30 am to 10:20 am

in Maranatha Hall Upstairs

Missions
 The risen Jesus Christ gave his followers the Great 

Comission -- to “go and make disciples of all 
nations.” How should we obey this climactic 

command here in Dubai? What does it mean for 
UCCD to be a “mission-minded church”? What is 

our vision for missions on Arabian Peninsula? 
During the 4 Fridays of December, we will consider 

how we together can be more faithful to the 
missionary mandate.

Carols in Dubai

Come sing your favorite carols and hear the 
Christmas story. Friday the 14th of December 

at 7 pm, DECC, Jebel Ali

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
mailto:info@uccdubai.com
http://uccdubai.com
http://uccdubai.com

