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Editorial: Ramadan is over. Plenty of folks now believe that all their accumulated good 
works will earn them sufficient favor before God. Several years ago one man rose against 
the most powerful human institution in the world and opposed precisely this idea. We get 
to read his story in this issue....For all this and more, check out
is month’s Herald...

1....Martin Luther: Pathfinder of the Reformation - Michael AG Haykin
2. ...Get to Know our New Interns! 
3. ...Kingdom Work in Lucknow: Hear from our Former Intern, now Assistant Pastor!

MARTIN LUTHER: PATHFINDER OF 
THE REFORMATION

   In the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam there 
is a painting done by a seventeenth-century 
Dutch painter titled simply "e 
Candlestick.” It depicts all the leading 
Reformers-including some voices for 
reform from the Middle Ages, men such as 
John Wycliffe (d. 1384) and Jan Huss (d.
1415)-gathered around a table upon which 
a single, shining. candle burns. e 
painting graphically portrays the main 
achievement of the Reformers: the 
unveiling of the light of the gospel in 
Europe aer a long eclipse and period  of 
spiritual darkness. Post Tenebras, Lux 
("Aer darkness, light” ), the words carved 
in stone on the Reformation wall in 

Geneva, could well serve as a title to this 
painting. Before we look at the light that 
was unveiled, though, it is necessary to 
look briefly at the spiritual darkness which 
prevailed in western Europe in the late 
Middle Ages, that we might appreciate all 
the more the unveiling of the gospel in that 
benighted time.

THE SPIRITUAL DARKNESS OF THE 
LATE MIDDLE AGES
   It is important to note, first of all, that 
when Martin Luther and the other 
Reformers protested against the church of 
their day, the main thrust of their attack 
was directed against the superstition and 
man made religion of the medieval Roman 
Church. Late medieval men and women 
had a deep concern with death and 
judgment, a concern that was an outgrowth 
of what is known as the Black Death. A 
particularly powerful outbreak of the 
bubonic plague in the 1340s, the Black 
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Death, slew around 40 percent of the 
population of western Europe. On the eve 
of the Black Death, for instance, the 
population of England and Wales stood 
between 4 million and 5 million.
By 1377, successive waves of the Black 
Death had reduced it to 1.5 million. e 
plague found ready soil in the unsanitary 
conditions of medieval society, for as one 
historian has put it, the Middle Ages was "a 
thousand years without a bath"! Where 
could security be found in face of such 
massive death? e "saints" were one 
answer that men and women turned to, 
especially as their holy power was thought 
to be preserved through their relics. 

   is is a prime example of medieval 
superstition. It was believed that the relics, 
i.e., parts of the bodies of "saints" and holy 
objects, had various innate powers which 
could aid their owner or bearer. e origin 
of such an idea lay back in the Roman idea 
of holiness as comprising something 
spatial. A person who lived a holy life 
accumulated holiness, as it were, in his 
body-and the body continued to radiate 
holiness aer his/her death. us, a part of 
the saint's body could become a channel 
for transmitting this holiness, or act as a 
reservoir of holiness. 
   
   By the Middle Ages the preservation and 
sale of relics was big business. For example, 
aer the murder of omas Beckett on 
December 29, 1170, in Canterbury 
Cathedral, his body was placed before the 
altar, where the monks kept watch all night 
to collect any more blood that flowed from 
his wounds. Later, some of the poor of 
Canterbury came and dipped rags in the 

blood of the martyr; one used such a rag to 
supposedly cure a paralyzed wife. Another 
of the Beckett relics was reportedly used to 
put out a fire. Affixed to the end of a long 
pole, the owner of the home used the pole 
to drive away the flames by pointing it at 
the conflagration. Ultimately this 
confidence in relics was a confidence in the 
saints. us a key question raised at the 
time of the Reformation was, "Who saves-
Christ alone? Or Christ and the saints?" 

   Alongside this emphasis on the saints was 
a growing reverence for Mary. Especially 
from the twelh century onward, there was 
a rapid expansion of the cult of Mary. For 
example, a synod in Paris in 1210 required 
knowledge of ''Hail Mary' by all believers 
along with the Creed and Lord's Prayer. In 
1349-the year of the Black Death-
flagellants revealed that Mary had 
succeeded in preventing the end of the 
world, which God had scheduled for 
September 10 of that year. us, there 
arose in the late Middle Ages a contrast 
between Christ the Judge and Mary the 
merciful intercessor. Again, the Reformers 
posed this question to their 
contemporaries: "Who saves us-Christ or 
Mary?"

   Late medieval reflection on the way of 
salvation was also clouded in spiritual 
darkness. A number of late medieval 
theologians emphasized on the basis of 
such passages as "Draw near to God and 
He will draw near to you" (James 4:8), and 
"Return to Me ... that I may return to 
you" (Zech. 1:3)-that a person who did his/
her best on the basis of his/her natural 
ability would be rewarded with grace by 
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God. If that person then cooperated with 
this grace-which was given regularly 
through the sacraments-he or she would 
eventually win the reward of eternal life. In 
this understanding of salvation, one could 
initiate one's own salvation. But, the 
Reformers asked, "What saves us-faith 
alone, or faith and works? Grace alone, or 
grace and works?" 

   One final characteristic of late medieval 
Roman Catholicism that needs to be 
mentioned is the authoritarianism and 
corruption of the papacy: Boniface VIII, 
pope from 1294 to 1303, declared in the 
papal bull Unam Sanctam (11/18/1302) that 
outside the visible church of Rome "there is 
neither salvation nor remission of sins." He 
compared the church to Noah's Ark. Just as 
the ark had but one helmsman, Noah, so 
the church has only one pilot, Christ, and 
the one who acts on His behalf, that is, 
Christ's vicar, namely, the apostle Peter, and 
Peter's successor, the pope. us, Boniface 
can conclude: "It is altogether necessary to 
salvation for every human creature to be 
subject to the Roman pontiff." Yet, at the 
same time as this pompous declaration 
there was immense corruption in the papal 
palace: nepotism, sexual immorality, 
worldliness to the core. And this corruption 
permeated the church. us, there was a 
saying in France: "If you want to go to hell, 
become a priest."

MARTIN LUTHER: EARLY YEARS, 
1483-1514
ere were voices raised in protest at this 
spiritual darkness-John Wycliffe and the 
Lollards, for example, or Jan Hus and the 
Hussites-but a lasting Reformation did not 

occur until Martin Luther was raised up as 
a pathfinder of reform in the second decade 
of the sixteenth century. 

   Luther was born in Saxony in 1483, the 
eldest son of a fairly successful 
businessman, Hans Luther, who was the 
owner of several mine shas and copper 
smelts. Hans wanted a better life for his son 
than he had, so he sent him when he was of 
age to Erfurt University. According to 
Heiko Oberman, the world's foremost 
authority on Luther, "ere is hardly any 
authenticated information about
those first eighteen years which led Luther 
to the threshold of the University of Erfurt."

   Martin graduated with a M.A. in 1505. 
His father encouraged him to go on to get a 
master's degree in law, but on July 2, 1505, 
Martin had an experience that changed the 
entire course of not only his life, but the 
history of the West. He had been home for 
the summer and was returning to Erfurt on 
foot when, about half a mile from the city 
gates of Erfurt, a storm broke. 

   under clouds had built up, and 
suddenly the lightning flashed, a bolt 
striking dose to Martin, knocking him to 
the ground. ough unhurt, in terror he 
shouted out, "Beloved St. Anne! I will 
become a monk." St. Anne was the patron 
saint of miners; Martin had heard prayers 
to her throughout his childhood perhaps 
more than to any other saint. In later years 
he described himself at the moment when 
the lightning struck as "walled around with 
the terror and horror of sudden death."
Fieen days later, on July 17, 1505, Luther 
knocked at the gate of the Augustinian 
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order in Erfurt and asked to be accepted 
into their monastic ranks. When he later 
told his father of his decision, his father 
was quite angry and asked Martin, "Do you 
not know that it is commanded to honor 
father and mother?" Luther's response was 
that his terror in the thunderstorm had-led 
him to become a monk. "I hope it was not 
the Devil," his father replied. Later Luther 
recognized that this choice was a sinful 
one-"not worth a farthing," because it was 
done against his father's will and out of 
fear. en he added, "But how much good 
the merciful Lord has allowed to come of 
it!" As John Piper comments, 'We see this 
kind of merciful providence over and over 
again in the history of the church, and it 
should protect us from the paralyzing 
effects of bad decisions in our past. God is 
not hindered in His sovereign designs from 
leading us, as He did Luther, out of 
blunders into fruitful lives of joy." 

   And so Luther became a monk, a 
member of the Order of Augustinian 
Eremites, one of the strictest monastic 
orders in Europe. He entered the 
Augustinian monastery at Erfurt to find 
peace and salvation. But for nearly ten 
years genuine peace eluded Luther. He 
feared that God might have predestined 
him to destruction. He oen imagined 
Christ sitting in judgment on him at the 
Last Day. In fact, at Wittenberg, where 
Luther was now reading, there was a stone 
carving of Christ as Judge with two swords 
coming out of His mouth. Because of its 
terrible severity, Luther could not bear to 
look at this image, and hurried past it on 
his way to daily prayer, shielding his eyes 
with his hand. 

   To find peace with God, Luther zealously 
confessed every sin he could think of. He 
confessed every day, sometimes up to six 
hours a day. For every sin to be forgiven, 
there had to be confession. Luther had been 
taught that the moment the priest 
whispered in the confessional, "I now 
absolve thee," all his sins were forgiven. But 
Luther was never certain that he had been 
fully forgiven. Always present was the fear-
Have I confessed every sin? en came a 
discovery even more startling and 
distressing to Luther- humans commit sins 
that are not even known to them. But how 
could these be confessed if they were not 
known? Luther redoubled his efforts and 
threw himself into all night vigils and long 
seasons of fasting-all to find forgiveness 
and peace with God. As he once said: 

I was indeed a pious monk and kept the 
rules of my order so strictly that I can say: If 
ever a monk gained heaven through 
monkery, it should have been I. All my 
monastic brethren who knew me will testify 
to this. I would have martyred myself to 
death with fasting, praying, reading, and 
other good works had I remained a monk 
much longer!

Luther sought to find peace with God 
through such works, but he was troubled 
by an overpowering fear of God's 
judgment. Again, listen to his words:
ough I lived as a monk without reproach, 
I felt that I was a sinner before God with an 
extremely disturbed conscience. I could not 
believe that he was placated by my 
satisfaction. I did not love; yes, I hated the 
righteous God who punishes sinners, and 
secretly, if not blasphemously, certainly 
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murmuring greatly, I was angry with God, 
and said, "As if, indeed, it is not enough, that 
miserable sinners, eternally lost through 
original sin, are crushed by every kind of 
calamity by the law of the decalogue, without 
having God add pain by the gospel and also 
by the gospel threatening us with his 
righteousness and wrath!" us I raged with 
a fierce and troubled conscience.

And again: 

When I was a monk, I made a great effort to 
live according to the requirements of the 
monastic rule ... nevertheless, my conscience 
could never achieve certainty but was always 
in doubt and said: "You have not done this 
correctly. You were not contrite enough. You 
omitted this in your confession." erefore 
the longer I tried to heal my uncertain, weak, 
and troubled conscience with human 
traditions, the more uncertain, weak, and 
troubled I continually made it.

   e law, recall, requires perfection. In 
plainer language Luther later stated of 
himself at this time, "lf I could believe that 
God was not angry with me, I would stand 
on my head for joy." 

By 1514 Luther had obtained a doctorate 
and had been installed as professor of 
biblical theology at the relatively young 
University of Wittenberg. During that year 
he was teaching a course on the Psalms. In 
his lectures and studies he came to Psalm 71 
and was struck by the psalmist's cry in verse 
2, "In y righteousness deliver me, and 
rescue me." Now, for Luther, the 
righteousness of God spoke of judgment, 
not deliverance. Mystified by the psalmist's 

language, Luther decided to study what the 
Scriptures had to say about this phrase, "the 
righteousness of God." He was thus led, in 
the providence of God, to Romans 1:16-17: 
"I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 
'But the righteous shall live by faith:" Again, 
let us read his testimony: 

At last, by the mercy of God, meditating day 
and night, I gave heed to ... the words, 
namely, "In it the righteousness of God is 
revealed, as it is written, 'He who through 
faith is righteous shall live'" (Rom. 1: 17). 
ere I began to understand that the 
righteousness of God is that by which the 
righteous lives by a gi of God, namely by 
faith. And this is the meaning: the 
righteousness of God is revealed by the gospel, 
namely, the passive righteousness with which 
merciful God justifies us by faith, as it is 
written, "He who through faith is righteous 
shall live. " Here I felt that I was altogether 
born again and had entered paradise itself 
through open gates.

MARTIN LUTHER AND SOLA FIDE
Now what was Luther's discovery? Namely 
this: that the righteousness of God in this 
Pauline text is not an attribute of God, but 
that righteousness which God imputes to 
the person who puts his or her trust 
(fiducia) in Christ. is was the decisive 
discovery of the Reformation. Prior to this 
experience Luther knew that he could never 
obtain the righteousness God demanded in 
His law, and that one day he would be 
bound to face the withering wrath of God. 
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By this experience, though, Luther realized 
that salvation was not at all a matter of his 
attaining the perfect standard of 
righteousness which God demanded, but 
simply, by faith, clinging to and relying 
upon Christ's righteousness. For Christ 
alone, among all men and women, has 
never sinned, He alone has lived a life of 
perfect righteousness. 

   Luther's discovery was that salvation from 
God's wrath was to be found by simple 
trust in Christ's death for sinners- that at 
the cross Christ takes all responsibility for 
the believer's sins-past, present, and future-
and that to the one who truly believes God 
imputes, that is, reckons as the believer's, 
Christ's righteousness. 

   Luther would have heartily agreed with 
the following second-century description of 
this absolutely central truth: 

God ... gave his own Son a ransom for us, the 
holy for the lawless, the pure for the evil, the 
righteous one for the unrighteous, the 
incorruptible for the corruptible, the 
immortal for the mortal. For what else but 
His righteousness could have covered our 
sins? In whom was it possible for us who are 
ungodly and lawless to have been justified 
except in the Son of God alone? Oh the sweet 
exchange! ... Oh, the unexpected benefits! 
at the iniquity of many should be hidden 
in the One Righteous Man and that the 
righteousness of One should justify many 
who are godless! 

What Luther realized was that salvation 

was not a matter of Martin and his 
righteousness, but of God and His 
Righteousness, nor a matter of Martin's work 
but God's work. ... Martin realized that the 
meaning of Christianity was not a matter of 
works of merit, pilgrimages, fastings, good 
works, etc., but a simple capitulation in faith 
to God's work of salvation [in Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified].

   Again, here is Luther describing what 
justification by faith alone means. 

I, Dr. Martin Luther, the unworthy 
evangelist of the Lord Jesus Christ, thus think 
and thus affirm:-that this article, viz, that 
faith alone, without works, justifies before 
God, can never be overthrown, for ... Christ 
alone, the Son of God, died for our sins, but 
if He alone takes away our sins, then men, 
with all their works, are to be excluded from 
all concurrence in procuring the pardon of 
sin and justification. Nor can I embrace 
Christ otherwise than by faith alone; He 
cannot be apprehended by works, But if 
faith, before works follow, apprehends the 
Redeemer, it is undoubtedly true that faith 
alone, before works, and without works, 
appropriates the benefits of redemption, 
which is no other than justification, or 
deliverance from sin. is is our doctrine; so 
the Holy Spirit teaches and the whole 
Christian Church. In this, by the grace of 
God, will we stand fast. Amen. 

Notice what Luther is saying here: We are 
justified by faith alone, faith in Christ's 
death for sinners. Our works do not enter 
the picture at all when it comes to being 
made right with God. us "faith" itself is 
not to be considered "a work." e faith we 
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exercise is itself a gi from God, a creation 
of the Holy Spirit. And in the final analysis, 
our faith only justifies because it lays hold 
of Christ, who is, in the words of Michael 
Horton, "inexhaustible in riches of 
righteousness." Our faith is oen weak, but 
it is the unconquerable strength of Christ's 
righteousness, not the strength of our faith, 
that keeps us in a right standing before 
God. Or put another way, for Luther, 
salvation "from first to last ... is a gi of the 
grace of God, a gi actualized in the 
atoning work of Christ, applied 
individually by the Holy Spirit and 
appropriated by faith."

   It is oen maintained that Luther's view 
of faith inevitably leads to indifference to 
good works. But this is a very unjust 
accusation. Luther's occasional unguarded 
utterances about good works must be 
understood in connection with his whole 
teaching and character. In his own forcible 
language which expresses his true view, 

Faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing 
and it is impossible that it should not do 
good without ceasing; it does not ask 
whether good works are to be done, but 
before the question is put, it has done them 
already, and is always engaged in doing 
them; you may as well separate burning and 
shining from fire, as works from faith. 

Genuine faith manifests itself by 
subsequent obedience.

FINAL WORDS
Among the last words Luther wrote before 
his death in 1546 were the following found 
in a note on his desk: "We are beggars. is 

true." To the end Luther was aware that 
when it came to salvation he was a beggar, 
utterly and totally dependent on Cod's 
grace and mercy. In his explanation of 
Galatians 1:11-12, he recounted: 

I recall that at the beginning of my cause Dr. 
Staupitz ... said to me: It pleases me that the 
doctrine which you preach ascribes the glory 
and everything to God alone and nothing to 
man; for to God (that is clearer than the 
sun) one cannot ascribe too much glory; 
goodness, etc. is word comforted and 
strengthened me greatly at the time. And it 
is true that the doctrine of the gospel takes 
all glory, wisdom, righteousness, etc., from 
men and ascribes them to the Creator alone, 
who makes everything out of nothing.

Our study of Luther's great discovery is 
well summed up by a passage from e 
Orthodox Catechism, drawn by the London 
Calvinistic Baptist pastor, Hercules Collins 
(d. 1702), and which is a revision of e 
Heidelberg Catechism: 

[Faith] is not only a knowledge, whereby I 
surely assent to all things which God hath 
revealed unto us in His Word, but also an 
assured trust kindled in my heart by the 
Holy Ghost, through the gospel, whereby I 
make my repose in God, being assuredly 
resolved that remission of sins, everlasting 
righteousness, and life is given not to others 
only, but to me also, and that freely through 
the mercy of God for the merits of Christ 
alone.
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My name is Vaughn Marles. Many of you know 
me because I have been a member since April 
2009, and you've probably seen me at the food 
court, at some point. I consider it an immense 
privilege to participate in the pastoral internship 
program these next 9 months because it was at 
UCCD that I first came to know Jesus Christ, 
and you have all been my family since then. 

I first came to UCCD in March 2008 as an open 
minded atheist with my mother who is a 
believer. Although it seemed like I was 
successful in the real-estate boom, in reality my 
life was a personal and moral mess; I felt empty 
and dark in my inner being. When I heard the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit revealed 
that God existed and that I was a corrupt and 
evil sinner, deserving God's anger and 
punishment in Hell.

 I then started to become disgusted by my own 
behavior. Several members of UCCD held out 
the good news to me on so many occasions in 
so many ways. ey loved and cared for me - a 

stubborn unbeliever. I came to see a living 
example of the best news I could ever hear: that 
God loved me and sent His own Son in human 
flesh to be punished in my place for my sin. God 
showed me mercy when I didn't deserve it. I 
repented from my sin and believed on Jesus 
Christ as Savior and sovereign Lord on 
December 17, 2008. 

Since then I have served the church in leading 
the music team and in teaching some Friday 
Foundations classes. I enjoy getting to know 
new people who come to UCCD and I 
particularly enjoy speaking about Jesus to those 
who do not know Him. I want to do this 
internship because I feel that God is leading me 
to pursue full-time service in a local church. 
Please pray for me that in the midst of so much 
good learning and experience I would not be 
puffed up in knowledge, but would help to 
build up UCCD in love (1 Cor 8:1).

UCCD’S  NEW  PASTORAL INTERNS

VAUGHN
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HAGOP 

My name is Hagop Jacob Tchobanian. I was 
born in the Middle East but most recently hail 
from Toronto, Canada. e Lord saved me 3 
years ago from a life of partying, alcohol, and 
drug abuse. e Spirit was convicting me but I 
was suppressing the truth by delving deeper into 
alcohol and drugs.  e morning aer a night of 
heavy partying, I arose to realize that the hound 
of heaven had not let loose and I opened a Bible 
for the first time in God knows how long. I don’t 
remember where I started reading in Matthew 
but I arrived at those glorious words in chapter 
6:24 “No one can serve two masters, for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and Mammon.” 

ese words had me undone and light shone 
into my heart for the first time. I was born again 
by the imperishable seed. By His grace, I never 
touched cocaine again and my addictions were 
broken and in the following months I read the 
New Testament approximately 10 times, and 
prayers were being answered for the smallest 

requests. I was finally alive and in love with His 
Word. 

A year later on July 15, 2009, I felt called to be a 
pioneer church planter as I read “thus I make it 
my ambition to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ has already been named, lest I build on 
someone else’s foundation, but as it is written 
‘ose who have never been told of Him will 
see, and those who have never heard will 
understand.’ ” (Rom. 15:20-21 ESV). During 
this time, I became very zealous for missions, 
especially while reading “In the Shadow of the 
Almighty” on the life Jim Elliott. 

Ever since then my heart burns specifically for 
the unengaged people groups, because no one 
ever came to share the Gospel with me, so I’m 
jealous for His Name to be proclaimed among 
those people groups that no one else will go too.
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Roxy 
My name is Roxy Jerry and I have been a 
member of UCCD since 2009. I grew up in a 
nominal Christian family and used to attend a 
South Indian Church. My story doesn’t start on 
a particular day. God was sovereignly 
orchestrating every single day, person and 
situation in my life for the day which He had 
ordained for me to know Him through the 
Gospel of His Son. I was part of the Focus 
(Fellowship of Christian UAE Students) Team 
while I was studying at University, but I was not 
sure about the message of the Gospel. I prayed 
the sinners prayer in July of 2006, but was not 
sure exactly how Christ’s death applied to my 
life. e only thing that was clear to me was that 
I was a terrible sinner and dead in my sins.

I started developing an interest in media, 
especially Christian media at that time. I figured 
that the best way to investigate Christianity was 
to make a documentary on the life of Jesus. I 
thought it best to get a perspective of 
Christianity from every denomination 
including Catholic. But as I began to attend 
UCCD and began to hear Gospel saturated 

sermons, something felt different. I was 
experiencing what I read in the New Testament 
and there was great joy in this message of hope. 
My dear friend Lenny Muthiah who was the 
Pastoral assistant at the time, introduced me to 
John Folmar. I began to tell John about my 
desire to become a Christian film maker. He 
then said something that I will never forget- 
“You should be a Christian before you become a 
Christian film maker”. at very moment, he 
explained the Gospel to me and God graciously 
opened my heart to see the truth and the 
richness of the Gospel – Christ died for my 
sins!! 

I began to read my Bible with new eyes and 
understood and applied it like never before. 
Many brothers from UCCD have invested in my 
life sacrificially and I’m thankful to all. My 
prayer is that I would use the most of my time 
during the internship to study and observe – 
God’s plan for His glory.
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Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ,

We praise God for you and thank God every 
time we remember you. We have been really 
encouraged by your support and prayers.

Happy and I have been thinking of you and 
have been meaning to write to you for the 
past few weeks but have had the most tiring 2 
months since we got here. We have had guests 
visiting us in June and July followed by a 
string of hospital visits. JJ and I have been 
down with viral fever for the past 3 weeks. 
He’s on medication but has become extremely 
irritable and clingy. Josh is now sick because 
of mosquito bites. 

Its tough but God is good and faithful. He has 
provided all our needs. We appreciate the 
Mission Committee for sending us six 
months support at a time. is helps us pay 
our medical bills.

Happy is busy looking aer the kids and 
teaching at Sunday school. She has her hands 
full with regular housework as well. A 
particular challenge has been our leaky roof 
and the rains have not let up. She has to clean 

and dry things everyday. Please pray that the 
Lord would give her strength.

I am working every day, as there is always 
work to do. Construction work at the church 
is on full swing and various aspects of 
pastoral training are conducted everyday. I 
teach Bible studies at the church every 
Wednesday and am currently preaching 
through the first epistle of Peter every Sunday. 
Please pray for me that the Lord will give me 
insight and wisdom to preach His word.

Barabanki has been hit by a flood and we are 
reeling under this for the past 3 weeks. Every 
other day, we leave at 7am with folks from 
church and travel 150 kms to the surrounding 
villages to see how we can be of help to the 
flood affected villagers. Such circumstances 
open doors of opportunity to share the 
Gospel in an unreached community. We are 
thinking of planting a church there, Lord 
willing. Please pray for the work here. 

With much love and gratitude,

Shekar, Happy, Joshua and Jeremy,

KINGDOM WORK IN LUCKNOW



September Calendar

September 1, 2011

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in the 
book of James.

September 2, 2011

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.

6:00 pm   First Friday Prayer & Praise.

September 8, 2011

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James.   

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

September 9, 2011

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.  

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.

September 15, 2011

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James. 

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

September 16, 2011 

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.  

9:30-10:20 am  Friday Foundations.

September 22, 2011

7:00 pm  Thursday Bible Study in James.

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry). 

          

September 23, 2011

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.  

9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations.

6:00 pm Conference Day 1

 “Deep Refreshment from the Past”

September 24, 2011

9 am Conference Day 2

“Deep Refreshment from the Past”

FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS
9:30-10:20 am

1. Cross-Cultural Evangelism (September 9th- 
October 14th). Are you equipped to share the 
good news to people from other religious 
backgrounds? Dubai’s religious diversity 
opens the door for many gospel 
conversations. Attend this 6-week class and 
grow in your ability to share the message of 
Jesus faithfully, while avoiding common 
misunderstandings and cultural missteps. 
Led by: Jom Fox and Chad Little.

2. Church History (September 9th- December 
2nd) e Holy Spirit has been working in the 
church through the centuries. To learn 
church history is to see how Jesus Christ has 
been working on His bride to present her to 
Himself in the end, “in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
may be holy and without blemish” (Eph 
5:26-27)  Led by: Ken Harman and Anand 
Samuel.

3. Membership Matters (September 9th-
October 7th) Are you committed to the body 
of Christ? is class is for both those 
interested in joining UCCD and those who 
simply want to know more about who we are 
as a church. We will consider our Statement 
of Faith, Church Covenant, Church 
Leadership and more. Led by Various Elders.

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: 
info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com
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