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is month's Herald includes an article on the proposed Statement of Faith, and articles by our 
recent Men’s and Women’s Ministry speakers, Sam Crabtree and Kathleen Nielson.
     1....Elders Propose New Statement of Faith, by John Folmar.
     3....Do Mature Christians Pursue Unity or Do ey Pursue Doctrine? by Sam Crabtree.
     4....Dubai is Not So Far Away, by Kathleen Nielson.

HERALD

From the beginning, the followers of Jesus 
Christ have been confessing their faith, as did 
Peter, who affirmed, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (Matt 16:16).  Timothy 
was commended by Paul for making the “good 
confession in the presence of many 
witnesses” (1 Tim 6:12).

Even today in Dubai, we are regularly called 
upon to make known our beliefs.  As we 
interact with Muslims, Hindus, and secularists
—people here oen want to know what we 
believe, and why we believe it.  us, we stand 
in a long line of disciples throughout church 
history who witnessed to the magnificent 
person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Who do you say Jesus is?  What would you say 
is the core of your theology?  Or do you have 
one?  Jerry Bridges has observed, “Everyone is 
a theologian, like it or not.  e atheist who 
says, ‘ere is no God’ is a theologian of 
sorts…” (Forward to DeYoung, e Good News 
We Almost Forgot, p. 9).

e local church is “the pillar and foundation 
of the truth” (1 Tim 3:15).  It is uniquely called 
to proclaim, defend and preserve the truth of 
the gospel.  is is why statements of faith have 

been so valuable throughout church history, 
and this is why the elders are proposing a new 
confession of what we believe.  A statement of 
faith is vitally important for UCCD to set out 
what we stand for and what binds us together 
from so many different backgrounds and 
nationalities. Over the next few weeks, the 
elders will be distributing and teaching on the 
proposed statement in hopes of clarifying our 
core beliefs and approving the statement at our 
May 6 members’ meeting.  (Alongside the 
proposed statement of faith, the elders have 
been working on a new church constitution, 
which we will be proposing to the 
congregation in the coming weeks.  Formerly, 
the statement of faith was a part of the 
constitution.  Now we are separating the 
documents for the sake of clarity.)  We urge 
you to reflect prayerfully on the statement of 
faith that will be distributed tonight, attend the 
Friday Foundations classes (March 11 and 18) 
that will expound on the statement, and grow 
in your ability to articulate the heart of your 
faith.

Why Does a Statement of Faith Matter?
What was the apostle Paul’s consuming 
ambition? “I want to know Christ,” he said.  
is was to the exclusion of all worldly 
concerns.  “I consider everything a loss 
compared to the surpassing greatness of 

Elders Propose New Statement of Faith

by John Folmar, Senior Pastor of UCCD.

“Who do you say that I am?” 
Matthew 16:15
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knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil 3:8, 10).  
If knowing Christ was so important to Paul, it 
should be to us, as well.  

A statement of faith is what a church believes is 
the core of revealed truth, the crux of the 
matter.  It is important to articulate to the 
world what the Bible actually says.  is is the 
role of a statement of faith—a distillation of 
primary, essential truths that must be agreed 
upon to function meaningfully as a local 
church.  

Obviously, a statement of faith is only a bare 
summary; much more could be said about the 
rich truths touched on.  None of the statements 
is meant to be exhaustive.  But we believe that 
the members of a local church should agree 
upon certain statements about the faith.  We 
must be in substantial agreement with core 
truths, or else our relationship is merely social 
as opposed to spiritual.

Statements of faith are important because they:
• Build unity in the church.  Especially in our 

multi-cultural setting, where we come from 
so many different nationalities and 
denominational backgrounds, it is crucial to 
be clear about what unites us.  It’s not our 
native language, or our ethnicity, or even 
our international-ness.  What unites us 
must be the gospel itself.  We desire to be a 
gospel-centered church, keeping it the main 
thing in our lives together.  But what is the 
gospel?  What are the essentials of historic 
Christianity that one must embrace at a 
bare minimum?   ey are contained in the 
statement of faith. 

• Protect the church.  Heretics claim to believe 
the Bible, but they oen resist written 
formulations of the faith.  “No creed but the 
Bible,” they insist.  Someone once said, “To 
arrive at the truth we must resist religious 
prejudices…We must let God speak for 
himself….Our appeal is to the Bible for 
truth.”  e problem is, he was a Jehovah’s 

Witness, and he said he believed the Bible. 
(Quoted in e Legitimacy and Use of 
Confessions of Faith, p. 3) 

• A statement of faith provides a measuring 
rod by which another’s faith claims can be 
measured.  We are to “hold fast the form of 
sound words” (2 Tim 1:13) and to “contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). 
Confessions of faith make such contending 
easier.  ey protect the sheep by keeping 
out wolves.  

Why Change Our Old Statement of Faith?
UCCD’s old statement of faith is a fine 
statement of evangelical principles.  ere is 
nothing in the statement that we disagree with, 
but we believe our faith can be more carefully 
and helpfully stated.  Aer several months of 
work, the elders have craed a new confession 
that should prove even more beneficial to the 
church.  For example:

• We believe the new statement is a stronger 
teaching document for the church.  e 
language is plain and non-technical, which 
is a valuable asset in our multilingual 
environment. But at the same time, the 
statement is more theologically robust and 
precise, addressing several contemporary 
issues carefully and biblically and omitting 
others that fit better in a church covenant 
(like the one we adopted two years ago).  

• We believe the new statement is a clearer 
articulation of our beliefs, which is vitally 
important in our international context.  In a 
world with thousands of false ideas of Jesus 
and thousands of false versions of the 
gospel, we need to be clearer about what we 
believe on primary doctrines.  In our fallen 
world, Christians will always disagree on 
secondary matters (e.g., the exact nature of 
the second coming of Jesus Christ).  
Secondary matters are important, but not 
primary or essential for salvation or life 
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together in a local church. A statement of 
faith, however, specifies primary doctrines 
which must be believed for genuine unity to 
exist in a local assembly.  e clearer we can 
be about these, the better.

Why should we be so concerned about 
delineating between the church and the world?  
It has become more common these days to 
dismiss statements of faith as divisive, or as 
building unnecessary walls separating the 
church from those outside. Churches that 
adopt a “lowest common denominator” 
theology may at first glance appear to be more 
welcoming to the outside world, but their 
distinctive witness—both in what they believe 
and how they live—will soon fade into the 
woodwork.

Drawing clear doctrinal lines is good for the 
church and for the world as the gospel is more 
clearly lived out.  We will celebrate gospel 
truths more dearly if we know them more 
clearly.  As G. K. Chesterton explained:

We might fancy some children playing on 
the flat grassy top of some tall island by the 
sea.  So long as there was a wall round the 

cliff’s edge they could fling themselves into 
every frantic game and make the place the 
noisiest of nurseries.  But the walls were 
knocked down, leaving the naked peril of 
the precipice.  ey did not fall over; but 
when their friends returned to them they 
were all huddled in terror in the centre of 
the island; and their song had ceased. 
(Quoted in DeYoung, Why We’re Not 
Emergent, p. 128).

 God has spoken clearly and revealed his 
truth to us.  Let us be a church that knows what 
we believe and why we believe it, and that 
rejoices in the knowledge and application of 
that truth.

e elders will distribute the proposed 
statement of faith tonight at the members’ 
meeting and teach on it during Friday 
Foundations at 9:30 on March 11 and 18.  In 
addition, there will be a congregational meeting 
to discuss the statement of faith on April 1 
before we vote on the proposal on May 6.

•

Do Mature Christians Pursue Unity or Do ey 
Pursue Doctrine?

is is of course a trick question, though not 
tricky. Paul's instructions are plain that we are 
to pursue both unity and doctrine. Further, 
pursuing both at the same time will be one 
indication that growth is occurring. "...till we 
all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 
men..." (Eph 4:13-14).

Some see doctrine as divisive, discordant, and 
disagreeable. Others see the avoidance of 
doctrinal clarity as the slippery slope to the 
church's undoing. So how can Christians grow 
in unity without compromising the church's 
foundations for unity, and yet simultaneously 
press for clarity in doctrine without becoming 
quarrelsome?

One way is by contending in love; that is, 
standing for truth in the face of error. "...but, 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the head - Christ..." 
(Eph 4:15). People who grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of Christ are the same ones 
becoming increasingly ready apologists for 

by Sam Crabtree, Executive Pastor of 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis.
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God's truth in order to graciously benefit 
God's people, balancing courageous firmness 
with tender love. One need not be a busybody 
nor a burdensome crank in order to correct 
someone for their sake. is is what Paul did 
in corresponding with the Galatians and 
Ephesians. He contended, but without being 
contentious. He fought the canker of seductive 
deception but not cantankerously. His was an 
attitude of pastoral contention, battling for 
doctrinal essentials but for the sake of the 
people in beholding God's glory. ere is a 
holy tenacity that defends truth, even at great 
personal risk.

Such contending for truth is pivotal if the aim 
of evangelism and missions is worship. 
Worship presupposes knowledge. To worship 
God in truth is to approach him on the basis of 
his self-disclosure. To get a wrong answer to 
the question "What is God like?" is to go down 
a path of ignorance or superstition or idolatry. 
Because "deficient worship displeases 
God" (J.I. Packer, Knowing Christianity, p. 
142), worship must be rigorously informed by 
revelation. "Untruth pollutes and disqualifies 
worship" (Bruce Lealad, in a seminar on 
worship renewal at the 1999 BGC annual 
meeting). ere will be little unity in corporate 
worship if we sweep away precision in 
understanding just which God it is we are 
worshipping.

"e increasing abandonment of truth and 
moral absolutes in our culture, as militant 
diversity threatens all firm conviction, has 
dramatically influenced the evangelical 
mindset. e political spin doctors who 
specialize in deflecting attention away from 
truth onto feelings and relationships and styles 
have their counterpart in the evangelical 
tendency to avoid doctrinal disputes by casting 
issues in terms of demeanor and method 
rather than truth. Serious disagreements are 
covered over, while vague language and 
pragmatic concerns preserve hollow unity at 
the expense of theological substance and 
Biblical clarity and power." (John Piper, God's 
Passion for His Glory, p.24)

e way to keep the second commandment 
(love your neighbor as yourself) is not by 
abandoning the first commandment (love God 
without reserve). Clarity on important things 
(i.e., God) is a means to unity. People who 
cherish the same truths find themselves 
unified, seemingly without effort. at's why 
we throw ourselves into things like Sunday 
School, small group Bible study, Fighter Verse 
scripture memory, courses offered as part of 
e Bethlehem Institute, biblical preaching, 
and rigorous personal Bible meditation - for 
unity and doctrine... and maturity.

Dubai Is Not So Far Away

My little video screen is tracing the 15-hour 
flight path home from Dubai to Atlanta. 
Interspersed with the other repeated pictures, 
in English and then Arabic, I see a jet with 
an arrow shooting from it—toward Mecca. 
We’re three hours from landing, so we’ve le 
Mecca far behind—6,475 kilometers (10,423 
miles), to be exact. In this plane full of 

diverse nationalities, including many Arab 
people, perhaps a good number are feeling a 
pull back toward that city that represents the 
heart of their faith. But I have seen in Dubai 
that many hearts of people from many 
different nations are being pulled toward the 
home that we find in Jesus Christ.

I wrote those words while returning, at the 
end of January, from a second visit to the 
United Christian Church of Dubai, having 
spoken at their biennial women’s 

by Kathleen Nielson.  e following is the 
February 9, 2011 blogpost from e Gospel 
Coalition website. 
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conference. UCCD is a thriving 
international congregation led by senior 
pastor John Folmar and a team of pastors 
and pastoral interns, all of whom share a 
relentless focus on the biblical gospel. ey 
are seeing the gospel transform hearts. Aer 
a week among the people of this church, I 
returned with a few observations that might 
both encourage and challenge those of us on 
the other side of the world from Mecca:

1)  Our UCCD brothers and sisters 
articulate the gospel clearly and oen. 
Having arrived a couple days before the 
conference (held at a hotel outside the city), 
I was able to attend several events at the 
extensive church center in the Jebel Ali area 
of Dubai. First came the women’s Bible 
study, ably led by Keri Folmar and a whole 
team of leaders. Small groups gathered all 
over the church to discuss a passage from 
James, and then all the women came 
together for an effective concluding 
teaching from one of the leaders. Almost 
like a bell ringing repeatedly, the message of 
God saving needy sinners through the life 
and death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ was articulated, to help explain what 
James means by faith . . . by the crown of 
life . . . by being brought forth by the word 
of truth. (e faith/works tensions in the 
book of James, by the way, felt less “tense” 
when embraced in clear light of the gospel 
as constant reference.)

It was evident, especially in the small group, 
that many different stages not only of 
learning English but also of learning the 
gospel were represented. is church has 
become evangelistically minded because 
they have so many seekers among them. Of 
course, they continue to have so many 
seekers among them because they are 
evangelistically minded. It was challenging 
to hear this same bell ringing in every 
church gathering I attended—not as just the 
opening notes of a song, or as extra notes 
supplementing the song, but as the most 

prominent part of the melody all the way 
through. ey really want the gospel clear, 
both for the many who are coming to 
understand for the first time and for all of 
them who are living surrounded by a 
culture dead-set against Christianity. ey 
are not condescending by repeating the 
essentials of what God has done for us in 
Christ; they are living on those essentials.

2)  Our UCCD brothers and sisters are 
glimpsing the fulfillment of God’s promise 
to draw all nations to himself. We know 
from Scripture that this is what God 
promised to do; it’s thrilling to see it 
happening so vividly. In the Bible study 
group I mentioned, I joined a circle of 
women who had come to Dubai (mostly for 
business-related reasons) from England, 
South Africa, Eritrea, Colombia, Mexico, 
India, Kazakhstan, Venezuela, and the 
United States (we were the minority!). e 
women’s retreat represented the same kind 
of diversity on a larger scale, with a more 
colorful assortment of clothes and faces and 
stories than in any group I have ever visited. 
At my table were two young women who 
had grown up with Muslim parents and put 
their faith in Christ, not without significant 
family struggle. e UCCD family is a 
warm and loving one partly because so 
many without their own extended families 
have come to value and depend on the body 
of Christ. Being there, you can’t help feeling 
you’ve stepped into Isaiah’s picture of all the 
nations streaming together up to the house 
of the Lord. To see it happening is a faith-
building experience. One sees as well God’s 
providential gathering of these nations in a 
place where they receive strong biblical 
teaching, so that many can then be sent 
back to their homelands to spread the good 
news.

3)  Our UCCD brothers and sisters are 
faithfully living out the life of the local 
church. I loved having the chance to see, 
there in Dubai, that my ministry among the 
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women was not an exciting diversion, 
different in quality from the normal life of 
the church. In fact, one of the reasons we 
had such a good time together opening the 
Word (looking into pictures from the gospel 
of John) was that the women and the whole 
congregation are being trained to know and 
study and love the Bible, week by week. In 
the all-church Bible study I attended, Pastor 
John wrote on a white board the next verses 
in their study of James (good coordination 
between the women’s study and all-church 
study!). He then proceeded to examine and 
mark up these verses with help from the 
gathered group—looking for main idea, 
repeated words, logical connectors, etc. 
How refreshing!

It wasn’t dramatic, like a feast with exotic 
flavors. It was more like a healthy, home-
cooked meal served up by one who knows 
just what will nourish and strengthen the 
ones he’s responsible to feed, week by week. 
It was the bread of life, and it tasted good. 
e group was able to develop applications 
from the concrete life of the church; they 
clearly digest and live out the Word in 
practical ways together. e people of 
UCCD have not tried to invade the Muslim 
culture through a series of dramatic events 
and appeals, as have many groups more 
oriented toward various versions of the 
“prosperity gospel.” is church has settled 
in and lived faithfully as the church, 
preaching and teaching and living out the 
Word. In the Friday morning worship 
service (held on the Muslim holy day, as 
that’s the day businesses close), the sermon 
was from a passage in Leviticus, part of a 
whole series from that book. God’s holiness, 
and God’s provision through the sacrificial 
system and ultimately through Christ, were 
explained with clarity and received with 
evident joy. What a challenging example of 
the church at work.

4) Our UCCD brothers and sisters keep 
track of us! By “us” I mean the faithful body 
of Christ doing God’s work both in the 
states and around the world—and visible 
especially through a group like e Gospel 
Coalition. John Folmar knows the TGC 
folks well, having le a lawyer’s career to 
study under Albert Mohler at Southern 
Seminary and to train under Mark Dever at 
Capitol Hill Baptist. He’s made it a point to 
bring speakers like Don Carson and Mark 
Dever and others over to Dubai. e UCCD 
congregation is encouraged to read widely 
and well, with a remarkable assortment of 
solid books provided in their Bible Society 
shop. At the retreat, I was interested to meet 
a woman who lives and works with her 
husband in Pakistan; they had met me via 
TGC’s blog, seen the retreat advertised on 
UCCD’s website, and decided that she 
should make the three-hour flight to Dubai 
to attend. It was a joy to see her refreshed by 
the fellowship, loving the teaching of the 
Word, and making all kinds of helpful 
connections with various other attenders. 
Dubai isn’t so far away! In cyberspace reality
—and, most important, in God’s reality—his 
people are all interconnected, all one, all 
over the globe. I am grateful for another 
chance to see and experience that oneness.

Mecca’s side of the world was le far behind, 
and I’ve re-entered a cold American winter! 
As oen happens, however, aer an overseas 
trip, I feel a pull toward that place—toward 
those UCCD sisters, especially, with whom I 
got to be the church, for a little while. ey 
showed me the church at work, in a sweet, 
strong, steady way. ey encouraged me to 
continue the work of the church here, in the 
paths God lays out before me. I hope these 
observations will pass on a bit of the 
challenge and encouragement that our 
UCCD brothers and sisters passed on to me. 
Soli Deo Gloria!
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CHANGES TO FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS SCHEDULE
March 11, 18, & 25

Maranatha Hall
9:30 am - 10:20 am

e UCCD elders are proposing a new Statement of Faith and Constitution in effort 
to clarify our core beliefs and practices. ese classes aim at expounding on the 
proposed statement, and clarifying articles from the constitution.

STATEMENT OF FAITH
Fridays, March 11 & 18

CONSTITUTION
Friday, March 25

April 1st, Friday Foundations will return to the regular scheduled classes of Old 
Testament Survey, and Apologetics & Worldviews.

MEMBERS’ MEETING
Friday April 1, 7:30 pm 

Please attend the upcoming Members’ Meeting on Friday April 1st immediately aer 
First Friday Prayer & Praise (FFPP) Service.

We will be discussing many issues including the proposed Statement of Faith and 
Constitution.  e 2011-2012 budget will also be distributed.   Members of UCCD 
will be voting on these matters at the May 6th Members’ Meeting following FFPP. 



March
Mar 3, 2011.  Thursday.

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry) 

Mar 4, 2011.  Friday.

9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations 

10:30 UCCD church gathering

6:00 pm First Friday Prayer & Praise

7:30 pm UCCD Members’ Meeting

Mar 6, 2011.  Sunday.

7:00 pm Muslim-Christian Dialogue

Mar 10, 2011.  Thursday.

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry)

Mar 11, 2011.  Friday.

9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering

Mar 12, 2011.  Saturday.

9:00-12:00 Men’s Retreat

Mar 17, 2011.  Thursday.

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James   

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry)

Mar 18, 2011.  Friday.

9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering

Mar 24, 2011.  Thursday.

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James 

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry)

Mar 25, 2011.  Friday.

9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com

BIBLICAL MANHOOD & 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP

2011 Conference with abiti Anyabwile

Discover what the Bible has to say about 
manhood, leadership and the connection 

between the two.

Deira City Centre Hotel Ballroom
Saturday, March 12th, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

abiti is the Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands. He has authored 
What is a Healthy Church Member as well as e Gospel 
for Muslims, and is the Christian speaker for the 
Muslim Christian Dialogue in Knowledge Village on 
March 6.

Dhs. 50 per person. Registration and payment 

MUSLIM-CHRISTIAN 
DIALOGUE

Sunday March 6th, 7:00 pm
Knowledge Village Auditorium, Dubai (Al Sufouh Rd, 
Near Palm Jumeirah).

“How can we find forgiveness from a Holy God?”

Speakers: abiti Anyabwile & Bassam Zawadi

A great event to invite your Muslim friends to!
Arabic translation will be provided.

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
mailto:info@uccdubai.com

