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Editorial: ‘If you are a newcomer then we are delighted you are here !’ Sound familiar? 
Yup, you hear those words every Friday. But are we really delighted that non believers are 
attending our gathering? How should we welcome newcomers? Why should we be 
delighted? ....For all this and more, check out
is month’s Herald...

1....What Happened to all the Donuts ???!!- John R Welkner
2. ...Welcoming the Welcome Lady! - Anand Samuel 
3. ...With a Little Help From My Friends - Michael A.G Haykin

What Happened To All The 
Donuts?

Something’s Missing!

Serious pastry and coffee consumers may 
have noticed that something is now 
missing from the Sherbeck’s Cafe 
downstairs, namely, the pastries and the 
coffee.  Be at peace, caffeine and sugar 
addicts, there is a good reason for their 
disappearance. 

A few months ago, several members and I 
put our heads together and began 
thinking of some small changes that could 
be made in order to enhance our Friday 
morning fellowship, and give our church 
gatherings an even friendlier face.  One of 
the best ideas that surfaced was to move 
our beverages and snacks from the small 

cafe downstairs into the hall where our 
church gathers each Friday morning. 
From  the 7th of October, we’re putting 
this plan into action.  We trust this will 
facilitate greater fellowship, meaningful 
connections with newcomers, and good, 
sermon-fueled conversations.  Rather 
than scattering for the door aer the 
Friday gathering, we hope that many will 
choose to stay for a few minutes to enjoy 
some average coffee and excellent 
conversation!

Will It Work?

Is serving pastries in Maranatha Hall the 
magical key to creating the ideal, friendly 
church gathering?  Will coffee percolating 
in the back of the hall somehow unite our 
congregation in deep bonds of brotherly 
love? In a word, no, it will not.  e fact is, 
no amount of coffee or tea or cake, served 
from any corner of our building can 

HERALD

John R. Welkner is Associate Pastor at 
the United Christian Church of Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. 
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replace the friendly, gospel driven 
engagement of UCCD members lovingly 
reaching out to one another, to our 
friends and our guests.  It 
is our responsibility and our joy.  With 
that in mind, may I offer some Friendly 
Friday Morning Suggestions?

FFMS

1. It’s called the “BELL” principal: Be 
Early Leave Late.  at’s right, I’m 
aiming a loving challenge at all of the 
folks who arrive during the last song 
before the sermon and leave during the 
last song aer the sermon. For 
whatever reason, hatred of traffic jams 
or just plain laziness, you are depriving 
yourself of joyful fellowship, both 
before and aer the church gathering. 
Let me urge you, set the alarm back, 
arrive early and stay late.  Hebrews 
10:24-25 tells us that each time we 
gather we are to encourage one another, 
to “spur one another on to love and good 
deeds”.  is simply cannot be done 
without making the time to engage one 
another in friendly conversation.  I 
realize that this involves sacrifice.  Is it 
too great a sacrifice for you to make?

2. Be an Expositional Listener.  Make use  
of the sermon notes page in your 
bulletin, or even better, purchase a 
small notebook and take notes of the 
sermon each week.  Listen for, and 
write down the point of the passage 
preached.  en, write down some 
good questions or thoughts to share 
with others aer the sermon.

3. Look Out!  Be on the look out for 
newcomers, guests, or just people you 
don’t know.  Perhaps some of you have 
made the embarrassing mistake of 
greeting a “newcomer” whose been 
attending the church for 3 years.  I’ve 
made that mistake, more than once!  
Rather than asking folks if this is their 
first Friday at UCCD, may I suggest, “Hi, 
my name is _______ , how long have you 
been coming to UCCD?”  However you 
choose to start your conversations, be 
intentional, be friendly, “out do one 
another with brotherly affection” (Romans 
12:10 ESV)

Much more could be said and done, but 
we trust that God, in His graciousness 
will use us for His glory, and that as we 
hear His Word faithfully preached, we will 
be conformed more and more to image of 
His Son, who prayed this for us: 

“...I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message, that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be in us so 
that the world may believe that you have 
sent me.  I have given them the glory that 
you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one:  I in them and you in me. May 
they be brought to complete unity to let the 
world know that you sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me.” 
John 17:20-23
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One of the things you hear most oen 
repeated from the pulpit here at UCCD is 
to welcome newcomers. In a place like 
Dubai, we do want attendees to find our 
church a place of refuge where they might 
meet God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
Ushers and a welcome team can be a great 
asset to this cause. But isn’t it true that 
unbelievers begin to perceive something 
of our relationship with Jesus by the love 
we have for one another? 

“By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:35)

Red T-shirts, logos, flyers, banners and 
refreshments are great but ultimately the 
identifiable mark of a disciple to the 
outsider is the love Christians have for 
one another. is requires a power 
unknown to the non Christian and is only 
given to those indwelt by the Spirit. is 
display of love by a local community of 
believers not only puts redemption on 
display but assures us of salvation.

“We know that we have passed out of death 
into life, because we love the brothers. 
Whoever does not love abides in death.” (1 
John 3:14)

So what does all of this have to do with 
the idea of welcoming? Everything! 
Welcoming outsiders is important but 
welcoming insiders is hugely important! 
Welcoming members in a way that 
displays Christ like love and affection is 
not only a badge of discipleship but also a 
display of deep spiritual unity that loudly 
proclaims the mission of the church.

“I in them and you in me, that they may 
become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me” (John 17:23) 

God wants His love for His Son and His 
love for us in sending His Son to be 
showcased through Christian unity. I 
went up to a dear friend who was at the 
welcome stand last Friday and shook her 
hand saying, “I just wanted to welcome 
the welcome lady!” As important as the 
ministry of welcoming new comers is, I 
realized that this was even more so. I am 
commanded to do this. e person and 
work of Jesus Christ provides the rock 
solid foundation for reception, acceptance 
and welcome in a local church.

“erefore welcome one another as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God” (Rom 15:7)

Surely, Paul has more in mind here than a 
mere friendly handshake, which hardly 
means anything; at least to the watching 
world. No, he is speaking of a deeper, far 
more harmonious reception and 

Welcoming The Welcome Lady!

Anand Samuel is Assistant Pastor at 
the United Christian Church of Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. 
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acceptance of one another despite our 
ethnic or other differences. It is this kind 
of an acceptance that puts God’s glory on 
display. 

If we aim for mere friendliness, then we 
will be a superficial church, whose 
displayed love is like make-up that we put 
on for Friday morning. No, I am talking 
about Christ- exalting relationships that 
run deep like underground springs whose 
bursts spill over in an exuberant display 
of affection and unity. We are to welcome 
one another just as Christ welcomed us. 
What did we have common with the Son 
of God when he laid down His life for us 
and reconciled us to the Father? 
Absolutely nothing! Should we not in 
turn be more welcoming and accepting of 
those who worship Christ with us? 

When you see that person from CLG on 
Friday morning, the one you had a verbal 
wrestling match with the previous night, 
do you want to go and say hello?

When  you see your boss at church, do 
you want to greet him/her in the Lord as 
a co heir of grace or do you avoid him/her 
because you have had enough of him/her 
through the week?

What about your wife , the one whom 
you sit with during the service? Have you 
received her well and granted her access 
to your heart?

Does your welcome carry the feel of a 
mere formality or do you take a keen 
interest in one another’s spiritual and 

physical wellbeing? Do you welcome as 
Christ has welcomed you? 

Do you have the tendency to not greet 
Christians who are not like you ethnically 
or economically? Do you welcome the 
‘least of the brothers’? (Matt 25:40)

How about those who are weak in the 
faith? Are they of any interest to you?

Are you thinking about the glory of God 
as you welcome one another?

Welcome one another, especially the 
welcome lady!
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Our culture is not one that provides great 
encouragement for the nurture and 
development of deep, long-lasting, 
satisfying friendships. Such friendships 
take time and sacrifice, and the busy 
world of the early twenty-first century 
West, as a rule, is far more interested in 
receiving and possessing than sacrificing 
and giving.

What is especially disturbing is that 
western Christianity is little different 
from its culture. In C. S. Lewis’s 
remarkable little commentary on 
spiritual warfare written from the devil’s 
vantage point, e Screwtape Letters, 
Lewis imagines one letter from a senior 
devil, Screwtape, to his nephew 
Wormwood in which Screwtape rejoices 
over the fact that "modern Christian 
writings" offer "few of the old warnings 
about Worldly Vanities, the Choice of 
Friends, and the Value of Time." Lewis 
may or may not be right about the 
scarcity of Christian literature in the 
twentieth-century about "Worldly 
Vanities" and "the Value of Time." He is 
undoubtedly correct when it comes to the 
topic of friendship.

How different in this respect is our world 
from that of the ancients, both pagan and 
Christian. In the ancient world friendship 
was deemed so vitally important that the 
pagan philosopher Plato devoted an 
entire book, theLysis, as well as 
substantial portions of two other books, 
the Phaedrus and the Symposium, to 
discussing its nature. Aristotle, the other 
leading thinker of the classical Greek 
period, occupied two of the ten books in 
his major work on ethical 
issues, Nicomachean Ethics, with a 
discussion of friendship. For the ancient 
Greeks, friendship formed one of the 
highest ideals of human life. is was also 
true of the Romans.

e Scriptures on Friendship

While two out of ten books of Scripture is 
not devoted to the concept of friendship, 
we do come across,

1. reflections on friendship 
like Ecclesiastes 4:7-12;

2. marvellous illustrations of what 
friendship should be like, as with 
Ruth and Naomi or David and 
Jonathan;

3. and nuggets of advice about having 
friends and keeping them in that 
Old Testament compendium of 
wisdom, Proverbs. For example, "a 
friend loves at all times" (Prov. 
17:7).

With A Little Help From My 
Friends

Michael A.G. Haykin is Professor of 
Church History at the Southern Baptist 
eological Seminary, Louisville, 
Kentucky. is article is an excerpt 
from the original titled the same that 
appeared in the 9 marks E-Journal, 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ecclesiastes%204.7-12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ecclesiastes%204.7-12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2017.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2017.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2017.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2017.7
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ese texts leave the impression that the 
Bible regards friendship as a very 
important part of life. Sure enough, the 
Bible uses two consistent images in its 
representation of friendship.

1. e first is the knitting of 
souls. Deuteronomy provides the 
earliest mention of "a friend who is 
as your own soul" (Deut. 13:6)—
that is, a companion of one’s 
innermost thoughts and feelings, 
pointing to a concept of intimacy. 
is is well illustrated by Jonathan 
and David’s friendship (for 
example, see 1 Sam. 18:1, 3-4). 
Here we see ideas of strong 
emotional attachment and loyalty. 
Lazarus, Mary, Martha, and Jesus 
present a New Testament example 
of this kind of friendship in John 
11 (see esp. John 11:5,11, 35-36). 
In fact, "friend" naturally becomes 
another name for believers or 
brothers in the Lord (see 3 John 
15). e privileges and 
responsibilities of a biblical "soul 
mate," then, involve intimacy, 
loyalty, and a strong emotional 
attachment. us, it’s only natural 
that Jesus would use the language 
of friendship to refer to our 
ultimate loyalties—and his (John 
15:13-15)! Are we friends with the 
world, or God (James 2:23; 4:4)?

2. e second image that the Bible 
uses to represent friendship is the 
face-to-face encounter. is is the 
image used for Moses’ relationship 
to God: in the tabernacle God 

spoke to Moses "face to face, as a 
man speaks to his friend" (Exodus 
33:11; see also Numbers 12:8). e 
face-to-face image implies a 
conversation, a sharing of 
confidences, and, consequently, a 
meeting of minds, goals, and 
direction. In the New Testament, 
the apostle John tells a church that 
he’s tired of writing, but hopes to 
visit and talk "face to face, so that 
our joy may be complete" (2 John 
12). One of the benefits of face-to-
face encounters between friends is 
the heightened insight that such 
encounters produce. A proverb that 
highlights this idea is the famous 
one in Proverbs 27:17: "Iron 
sharpens iron, and one friend 
sharpens another."

Friendship in the Christian Tradition

It is instructive to observe that the spread 
of the church throughout the Roman 
Empire in the centuries immediately aer 
the death and resurrection of Christ did 
not negate this rich appreciation of 
friendship. Despite the Christian 
emphasis on showing love to all men and 
women—family, friends, acquaintances, 
even enemies—friendship continued to 
be highly valued. In fact, the emphasis 
placed on the unity in Christ of all 
Christians encouraged a high degree of 
spiritual intimacy that resembled and 
even surpassed the intimacy considered 
by Graeco-Roman paganism to be 
essential to the experience of genuine 
friendship.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut.%2013.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut.%2013.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam.%2018.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam.%2018.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2018.3-4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2018.3-4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.35-36
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.35-36
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/3%20John%2015
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/3%20John%2015
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/3%20John%2015
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/3%20John%2015
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.13-15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.13-15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.13-15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.13-15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%202.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%202.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2033.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2033.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2033.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2033.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Numbers%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Numbers%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20John%2012
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20John%2012
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20John%2012
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20John%2012
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%2027.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%2027.17
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Gregory of Nazianzus (c.329-389), a 
leading fourth-century Greek Christian 
theologian, could thus write of his 
friendship with Basil of Caesarea (c.
330-379) during their time together as 
students in Athens in the 350s:

In studies, in lodgings, in discussions 
I had him as companion….We had 
all things in common…But above all 
it was God, of course, and a mutual 
desire for higher things, that drew us 
to each other. As a result we reached 
such a pitch of confidence that we 
revealed the depths of our hearts, 
becoming ever more united in our 
yearning.

Given this estimation of friendship, it is 
no surprise that Gregory could also state, 
"If anyone were to ask me, ‘What is the 
best thing in life?’, I would answer, 
‘Friends’."

In the Middle Ages, Ælred of Rievaulx 
(1110-1167), an English Cistercian monk, 
penned a classic on this subject, Spiritual 
Friendship. For Ælred, genuine friendship 
must "begin in Christ, continue in Christ, 
and be perfected in Christ." And such 
spiritual friendship is to be highly prized:

in human affairs nothing more sacred 
is striven for, nothing more useful is 
sought aer, nothing more difficult is 
discovered, nothing more sweet 
experienced, and nothing more 
profitable possessed. For friendship 
bears fruit in this life and in the next.

At the beginning of the modern era, John 
Calvin (1509-1564), who has had the 

undeserved reputation of being cold, 
harsh, and unloving, also had a rich 
appreciation of friendship. e French 
Reformed historian Richard Stauffer 
reckoned that there were few men at the 
time of the Reformation "who developed 
as many friendships" as Calvin. Two of his 
closest friends were his fellow Reformers 
William Farel (1489-1565) and Pierre 
Viret (1511-1571). Calvin celebrated his 
friendship with these two men in his 
preface to his Commentary on Titus, 
where he stated,

I do not believe that there have ever 
been such friends who have lived 
together in such a deep friendship in 
their everyday style of life in this 
world as we have in our ministry. I 
have served here in the office of 
pastor with you two. ere was never 
any appearance of envy; it seems to 
me that you two and I were as one 
person.…And we have shown 
through visible witness and good 
authority before men that we have 
among us no other understanding or 
friendship than that which has been 
dedicated to the name of Christ, has 
been to the present time of profit to 
his church, and has no other purpose 
but that all may be one in him with 
us.

is brotherly friendship is expressed in 
the correspondence of these three men. 
Extant are 163 letters from Calvin to 
Farel, 137 from Farel to Calvin, 204 from 
Calvin to Viret, and 185 from Viret to 
Calvin. Not only do they frankly discuss 
theological problems and ecclesiastical 
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matters, they demonstrate much 
openness about the problems of their 
private lives.

To note but one example: On January 27, 
1552, Calvin wrote to Farel and chided 
him for reports that he had heard—true 
reports one must add—about the undue 
length of Farel’s sermons. "You have oen 
confessed," Calvin reminds his friend, 
"that you know this is a fault and that you 
would like to correct it." Calvin went on to 
encourage Farel to shorten his sermons, 
lest Satan use Farel’s failing in this regard 
to destroy the many good things being 
produced by his ministry.

Two Eighteenth-Century New England 
Friends

e importance of friendship in the 
Christian life continued to be intensely 
experienced and discussed in the early 
part of the modern era. Esther Burr 
(1732-1758), who lived in colonial New 
Jersey, unequivocally declared, "Nothing 
is more refreshing to the soul (except 
communication with God himself), than 
the company and society of a friend." As 
the mother of two children and the wife 
of Aaron Burr, the president of what 
eventually became Princeton University, 
Esther earnestly sought to know the 
presence of God in the hurly-burly of her 
daily life. As she did, she came to 
appreciate the fact that friends are a 
divine gi. Writing in her diary on 
January 23, 1756, she was convinced that 
"‘Tis…a great mercy that we have any 
friends—What would this world be 
without ‘em—A person who looks upon 

himself to be friendless must of all Cretures 
be missarable in this Life—Tis the Life of 
Life." For Esther, friends were one of this 
world’s greatest sources of happiness. 
Why did she value friendship so highly? 
Surely because she realized that Christian 
friends and conversation with friends are 
vital for spiritual growth.

Similar convictions are found in 
something she wrote the previous year on 
April 20, 1755, to her best friend named 
Sarah Prince:

I should highly value (as you my dear 
do) such charming friends as you 
have about you—friends that one 
might unbosom their whole soul 
too....I esteeem relegious 
Conversation one of the best helps to 
keep up relegion in the soul, 
excepting secret devotion, I dont 
know but the very best—en what a 
lamentable thing that tis so neglected 
by Gods own children.

Notice the connection between 
friendship and what Esther calls 
"relegious conversation." For the 
Christian, true friends are those with 
whom one can share the deepest things of 
one’s life. ey are people with whom one 
can be transparent and open. In Esther’s 
words, they are people to whom one can 
"unbosom [one’s] whole soul." And in the 
course of conversation about spiritual 
things the believer can find strength and 
encouragement for living the Christian 
life. In referring to spiritual conversation 
with friends as "one of the best helps to 
keep up relegion in the soul," Esther 
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obviously views it as a means of grace, 
one of the ways that God the Holy Spirit 
keeps Christians in fellowship with the 
Savior.

ese convictions regarding friendship 
were challenged the following year, when 
one of the college tutors, a Mr. Ewing, told 
Esther that "he did not think women knew 
what friendship was," since they "were 
hardly capable of anything so cool and 
rational as friendship." Esther lost no time 
in rubbishing his views. As she wrote in 

her diary, "I retorted several severe things 
upon him before he had time to speak 
again. He blushed and seemed confused…
we carried on the dispute for an hour—I 
talked him quite silent." 

Esther had evidently learned much from 
living in the house and under the tutelage 
of the greatest American theologian of the 
century, her father, Jonathan Edwards.



October Calendar

October 6, 2011

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in the 
book of James.

October 7, 2011

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.

6:00 pm  First Friday Prayer & Praise.

October 13 , 2011

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James.   

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

October 14, 2011

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.  

9:30-10:20 am Friday Foundations.

October 20, 2011

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James. 

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

October 21, 2011 

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.  

9:30-10:20 am  Friday Foundations.

October 27, 2011

7:00 pm  Thursday Bible Study in James.

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry). 

          

October 28, 2011

10:30 am UCCD church gathering.  

9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations.

FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS
9:30-10:20 am

1. Cross-Cultural Evangelism (September 9th- 
October 14th). Are you equipped to share the 
good news to people from other religious 
backgrounds? Dubai’s religious diversity 
opens the door for many gospel 
conversations. Attend this 6-week class and 
grow in your ability to share the message of 
Jesus faithfully, while avoiding common 
misunderstandings and cultural missteps. 
Led by: Jom Fox and Chad Little.

2. Church History (September 9th- December 
2nd) e Holy Spirit has been working in the 
church through the centuries. To learn 
church history is to see how Jesus Christ has 
been working on His bride to present her to 
Himself in the end, “in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
may be holy and without blemish” (Eph 
5:26-27)  Led by: Ken Harman and Anand 
Samuel.

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: 
info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
mailto:info@uccdubai.com

