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is month’s Herald focus is on the UCCD Internship Program and our 2010-2011 
interns.

1.... UCCD Internship Program: Training Up Pastors and Church Leaders
3.... What Is the 10/40 Window?
4.... UCCD Pastoral Intern Profiles - Sascha Baer, Denis Boris, Raphael StoDomingo
7.... Song of the Month: It Is Well, by Horatio Spafford

In 2009 UCCD launched its Pastoral 
Internship Program with the goal of 
training church leaders to serve more 
fruitfully in local churches in this part of 
the world (the 10/40 window—see related 
article within).  While it is sad to see our 
former interns go, we are excited to see 
our new interns arrive!  For the next 9 
months they will be with us—observing, 
studying and serving in various ways.  
Here are some reasons why we are 
investing in these men.

1. e church is the appointed means for 
advancing the kingdom of God.  Jesus 
said, “I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.”  It is not 
seminaries or synods, but the church that 
possesses “the keys to the 
kingdom”  (Matt. 16:18-19).  As such, we 

are called to look for ways to advance the 
cause of the Christ wherever we can.

2. e church is called to equip others.  
e internship is aimed to “make disciples 
of all nations,” as Jesus commanded (Matt. 
28:19).  Paul instructed Timothy, “the 
things you have heard me say in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to 
reliable men who will also be qualified to 
teach others” (2 Tim. 2:2). is is what the 
internship is all about. 

3. Our location in Dubai—the hub of 
Southwest Asia—means that we have 
unique opportunities to serve strategic 
churches and ministries throughout the 
region.  Historically, UCCD has enjoyed 
natural connections with friends 
throughout the Middle East, extending 
over the Gulf into India and neighboring 
countries.  To equip pastors and send 

By John Folmar

HERALD

UCCD Internship Program: 
Training Up Pastors and Church Leaders 

in the 10/40 Window



  UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF DUBAI VOLUME II, ISSUE 9, SEPT 3, 2010

 PAGE 2

them into these regions is a priceless 
opportunity.

4. e 10/40 window is that part of the 
world between Morocco in the west and 
Indonesia in the east which has proven 
most resistant to the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  ere is a strategic priority for 
building churches in these regions 
because Jesus said, “is gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come”  (Matt 24:14).  
Since UCCD is situated in the very 
middle of this deprived geographic 
window, we have a particular stewardship 
for this, the greatest cause.

5. Since UCCD is one of the largest 
evangelical churches in the Middle East, 
we have the resources and the 
responsibility to be a blessing to other 
bodies of believers throughout the region.  
“From everyone who has been given 
much, much will be demanded” (Luke 
12:48).
 
6. Partnering with other pastors and 
churches in the region will strengthen us 
as a church.  A pastoral training 
environment will be beneficial as we grow 
and seek to plant churches in Dubai and 
neighboring emirates.  It should also 
remind us that we are part of a global 
movement - something greater than 
ourselves.

What Will the Interns Do?

Our goal is to unveil a biblical model for 
doing ministry as these men are exposed 

to the inner workings of our church.  In 
the process we desire to equip leaders for 
more fruitful ministry in the future.  e 
interns will:

1. Observe.  For better or for worse, much 
of pastoral training consists of watching 
how others carry out ministry both in and 
out of the home.  In their official 
capacities, the interns will attend staff 
meetings, elders’ meetings, all public 
services of the church, staff reading and 
prayer times, weddings, wedding 
rehearsals, funerals (if any), weekly 
service reviews, intern accountability and 
supervision times, U.A.E. Council of 
Evangelical Church meetings, and any 
spontaneous meetings that occur during 
the week. 

2. Study and Practice.  Much of the 
interns’ time will be spent reading 
subjects like systematic and biblical 
theology, pastoral leadership, spiritual 
formation and the church.  Reflection 
papers will be written and critically 
discussed among staff and elders.  Interns 
will listen to and compare sermons by 
different preachers, develop sermon 
outlines of their own, and receive 
practical training in preaching and 
teaching.

3. Engage.  Not all of the interns’ training 
will be theoretical. ey will attend Care 
Life Groups, help out with general office 
administration, 1-1 discipling, and 
schedule lunches with elders, leaders and 
other church members. ese times 
provide the interns with an opportunity to 
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learn about various aspects of the church’s 
history and life.

What Can You Do?

Please get to know these interns.  Invite 
them into your homes.  Take them to 
lunch.  Pray for them especially.  Share
your experiences and insight with them.  

We desire, by God’s grace, to expose them 
to a healthy church so that over time other 
healthy churches will be established in our 

part of the world.  Only through your 
prayer and support will this goal be 
achieved.

“You will do well to send them on their way 
in a manner worthy of God.” 

—3 John v. 6. 

“We ought therefore to show hospitality to 
such men so that we may work together for 

the truth.”
  —3 John v. 8. 

What is the 10/40 Window? 
e 10/40 Window is the rectangular area 
of North Africa, the Middle East and Asia 
between 10 degrees north and 40 degrees 
north latitudes.  Major world religions in 
part of the world include Islam, 
Hinduism, and Buddhism. An estimated 
4.08 billion individuals residing in 
approximately 7,030 distinct people 
groups are in the 10/40 Window. e 
10/40 Window is home to some of the 
largest people groups in the world who 
have never heard of the possibility to have 
a right relationship with God and 

forgiveness of sin through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ upon turning 
to Him for salvation in repentance and 
faith.

While the 10/40 Window constitutes only 
one-third of earth's total land area, nearly 
two-thirds of the world's people reside 
there.  Countries comprising the 10/40 
Window have at least 50% of their land 
mass within 10 and 40 degrees north 
latitude.
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Intern: Sascha Bär (Baer)    Family: Married to Julia.  
Languages:  German, English, Dari, French, Spanish.
Interests:  Sports, especially football and slacklining (similar to tightrope walking), playing the 
guitar and spending time with friends.
Testimony:   I am 24 years old and come from Stuttgart, Germany.  Since last August I have been 
married to my beautiful wife Julia.  I grew up in a Christian home and from early on I heard 
Bible stories and knew what the Christian message was all about. When I was four I gave my life 
to Christ. is early decision le an impression on my childhood years, in which I had a simple, 
childlike faith in God.  
 Going into my teens however things changed. My mindset had changed from God-
centered to self-centered. With the start of eleventh grade I went to boarding school in Pakistan, 
as my parents were aid workers in Afghanistan at the time. e school, although Christian, had 
been notorious for students becoming rebels and backsliding. Upon arriving at the school I was 
convinced I was just going to let happen whatever happened, even if it meant turning away from 
what I had been brought up with.  
 But I was never able to go through with my plan, because in the second week of classes our 
school was attacked by terrorists. ey wanted to kill as many expat staff and students as 
possible. During the attack as I was crouching under my desk, I made a deal with God: “Lord if 
you get me out of this I want to live my life for you.” 
 rough a series of miracles and his mighty hand of protection, God did get me out of that 
terrible incident, not only me but about 100 other students and teachers. Terribly however six 
local staff members laid down their lives that day. 
 Ever since this day I live in the knowledge that God is here and ever present even when 
things are going terribly wrong. Although life hasn´t always been smooth sailing, I know there is 
a God who cares, I know that I need a Savior who can rescue me from my helpless estate and I 
know that there is the Spirit who comforts me until I finally arrive at the place where there is no 
more hurt or sorrow. 

UCCD Pastoral Intern Profiles
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Intern:  Denis Boris.  
Languages: Russian, English, Arabic (classical Fusha).
Family: Married to Zhanara
Interests: Reading, fellowship with friends, learning languages, cooking.  Zhanara enjoys 
cross-stitching.
Testimony:  My name is Denis Boris. I am from Almaty, Kazakhstan. From my 
childhood I remember thinking about myself as a believer. All our family considered 
themselves as orthodox Christians, which meant we attended the Russian Orthodox 
Church on Easter and Christmas. We didn’t know anything about Christ. I remember 
reading the first five books of the Bible but I understood very little of them. I should 
say that I understood at least a little only due to the “Super book series” which was 
broadcasted at that time on TV. 
 In 2001 at the age of 20 I went to Egypt to study the Arabic language (it was part 
of a one-year student exchange program). During the time I was in Egypt my mother 
was watching a Christian satellite channel. She promised God to bring me to the 
church aer I came back to Kazakhstan. So she did just that.  She brought me to the 
evangelical church.
 I didn’t realize what happened when I accepted Christ. But I started reading the 
Bible and attending the church. I was receiving a lot of answers to very important 
questions. I liked it and thought that I never before could have imagined that the 
Bible was so interesting.
 e first sermon I remember was “What will you do with your life?” From that 
time on I decided to become a minister. It took me a long time aer this before it 
started coming to pass. I met my dear wife at church. We married in 2005.  
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Intern: Raphael StoDomingo
Languages:  English and Tagalog.
Interests: Reading, basketball, guitar, computer games, puzzles.
Testimony: I grew up in a Catholic home so I've always known about God in some 
way or form.  My mother was a believer and continued to teach me about Him and 
His Grace from a young age.  I was a "professing" Christian whose fruits showed 
otherwise.  I never really came to know Christ until I came to Dubai in 2007 and 
marveled at the work of His hands and got to see firsthand what God's been doing 
here.  When I returned home to Australia, God really awakened a passion to study 
Him and His Word.  God created avenues to surround me with godly people and 
bring me to a church where I was able to feed off them.  However, I still believed in the 
“works” for salvation model.  I was introduced to great authors and preachers such as 
A.W Tozer, Jerry Bridges, John Piper, John MacArthur and CJ Mahaney just to name a 
few.  It was aer listening to these godly men that God convicted me to realize that it 
isn’t about me and what I do for Him, rather it’s about His grace. God alone can 
transform me to bring Him Glory. 
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By Horatio Spafford, 1873



September
Sept 2, 2010.  Thursday.

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in the book 
of James.

Oasis (Youth Ministry) event: please 
contact Chris Lejeune at 050-690-6396 for 
more information.

Sept 3, 2010.  Friday.

9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering

6:00 pm   First Friday Prayer & Praise

Sept 9, 2010.  Thursday.

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James.   

Oasis (Youth Ministry) event: please 
contact Chris Lejeune at 050-690-6396.

Sept 10, 2010.  Friday.

9:30-10:20  Friday Foundations 

10:30 UCCD church gathering.  

Sept 16, 2010.  Thursday.

7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study in James. 

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry)

8:00 pm Oasis Surge Report

Sept 17, 2010. Friday.

9:30-10:20  Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering.  

Sept 23, 2010.  Thursday.

7:00 pm  Thursday Bible Study in James.

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry). 

Sept 24, 2010.  Friday.

9:30-10:20  Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering.  

Sept 30, 2010. Thursday.

7:00 pm  Thursday Bible Study in James.

7:00 pm Oasis (Youth Ministry).

Sept 31, 2010.  Friday.

9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations 

10:30 UCCD church gathering.  

FRIDAY FOUNDATIONS
9:30-10:20 am

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com

Beginning September 17:
1.Biblical Marriage. Does the Bible have much to 

say about marriage?  What does a biblical marriage 
look like?  How can your marriage grow in such a 
way that you glorify God together with your 
spouse?  Find out in this 6-week course led by Greg 
West and eo Aryee.

2. Two Ways To Live.  e message at the heart of 
Christianity is really quite simple--simple enough to 
be shared in a short conversation.  It is the message 
from the Bible about God and his Son Jesus.  It is 
about life and death, and the choice that we all face.  
is class taught by Jeremy Yong and Vaughn 
Marles will help you (1) to know the gospel 
thoroughly for yourself, and (2) to be able to share 
that gospel naturally, in your own words, with other 
people.

Membership Matters

Weekender
 September 17-18, 2010

Would you like to join the church?  Or are you 
simply interested in learning more about the 
church?  If so, please join us downstairs near the 
UCCD offices at DECC from: 

1.  Friday, 4:00 - 7:00 pm (followed by dinner)
2. Saturday, 9:30 am -12:30 pm

Please RSVP so we are able to provide appropriate 
material.  Office number (04) 884 6623.

mailto:info@uccdubai.com
mailto:info@uccdubai.com

