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is month’s Herald follows up our series in the book of 1 John.  As you read, may you be 
strengthened in your belief, and may you increase in your love towards God and His children.  

     1....  Who Is Christ?  by Wayne Grudem.
     4.... e Manifest Love of God, by Martyn Lloyd-Jones. A meditation from 1 John.
     5....  An Advocate, by Charles Spurgeon.  A meditation from 1 John. 
    6....  Our Dwelling, by Charles Spurgeon.  A meditation from 1 John.
    7....  Song of the Month: All My Days (Beautiful Saviour), by Stuart Townend.

In the person of Jesus God physically 
entered into our world.  An infinite God 
came to live in a finite world.  The one 
who knew exactly how things were 
supposed to be came to a place where 
things obviously weren’t.  In Jesus God 
and man became one person, a person 
unlike anyone else the world has ever 
seen or will ever see.  Jesus Christ was, 
and forever will be, fully God and fully 
man in one person.  And that one person 
changed the course of history forever. 

Jesus - Fully Man

Jesus was fully and completely human.  
He was conceived in the womb of his 
mother by a miraculous work of the Holy 
Spirit.  This is made clear in Matthew 
1:18: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place in this way.  When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit.”   While many 
things could be said about this, one thing 
is clear: Jesus was born of a human 
mother.  His ordinary human birth affirms 
his humanity.

Just as we have a human body, so did 
Jesus.  As a child, he “grew and became 
strong” (Luke 2:40), as he grew older, he 
“increased in wisdom and in stature and 
in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52).  
He became “wearied” from a journey 
(John 4:6); after a fast, “he was 
hungry” (Matt. 4:2); and while on the 
cross, he said, “I thirst” (John 19:28).  His 
body was, in every respect, just like ours. 

Jesus rose from the dead in a physical, 
human body that was no longer subject to 
weakness, disease, or death.  As he told 
his disciples, who were astonished at the 
risen Christ, “See my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself.  Touch me, and see.  
For a spirit does not have flesh and bones 
as you see that I have” (Luke 24:39).  
Jesus continues to reside in this perfect 
but human body in heaven.

HERALD

By Dr. Wayne Grudem.  Author of many 
books including Systematic eology.

Who Is Christ?
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Jesus’ mind was like ours as well.  He 
went through a learning process as other 
children do. Luke for example, tells us he 
“increased in wisdom” (Luke 2:52).  Like 
a normal child, he learned how to do 
things such as talk, read, write, and eat.  
In his human nature he did not know the 
day he would return to earth, “But 
concerning that day or that hour, no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father” (Mark 
13:32). 

In addition, Jesus felt the full range of 
emotions: he “marveled” at the faith of 
the centurion (Matt. 8:10); he “wept” at 
the death of his friend Lazarus (John 
11:35); and he prayed to God “with loud 
cries and tears” (Heb. 5:7).  Before his 
crucifixion, he said, “My soul is very 
sorrowful, even to death” (Matt. 26:38) 
and “Now is my soul troubled” (John 
12:27). 

Jesus was like us in every respect but one: 
he was without sin.  That is why at the 
end of his life he could say, “I have kept 
my father’s commandments and abide in 
his love” (John 15:10).  That is why Paul 
refers to Jesus as “him...who knew no 
sin” (2 Cor. 5:21).  Peter tells us that 
Jesus “committed no sin, neither was 
deceit found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:22).  
John tells us that “in him there is no 
sin” (1 John 3:5).  Clearly, Jesus is “one 
who in every respect has been tempted as 
we are yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).  

Jesus had to be fully human to serve as 
our perfectly obedient representative.  His 
representative obedience as a man is in 
contrast to Adam’s representative 
disobedience.  Paul says that “as by the 
one man’s disobedience the many were 

made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made 
righteous” (Rom. 5:19).  If Jesus wasn’t 
fully human, his obedience in our place 
would be meaningless.

Just as Jesus had to be human to live in 
our place, he also had to be human to die 
in our place.  This was necessary because 
of our humanity.  As Hebrews 2:17 tells 
us, “He had to be made like his brothers 
in every respect, so that he might become 
a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people.”  If Jesus weren’t 
fully human, his death in our place would 
be meaningless.

In addition, Jesus’ humanity (as well as 
his deity) allows him to serve as the “one 
mediator between God and men” (1 Tim. 
2:5). It also means that as a man, he was 
“in every respect...tempted as we are” and 
so is able to “sympathize with our 
weaknesses” (Heb. 4:15).  “Because he 
himself has suffered when tempted, he is 
able to help those who are being 
tempted” (Heb. 2:18).

Jesus - Fully God

As we stated earlier, Jesus was conceived 
in the womb of his mother by a 
miraculous work of the Holy Spirit.  
Again, this is made clear in Matthew 
1:18.  Jesus’ virgin birth was a 
supernatural work of God.  Through the 
work of the Holy Spirit inside Jesus’ 
mother, Mary, the human and the divine 
were united in a way they never will be in 
any other person. 

The Bible clearly says that Jesus is fully 
God.  For example, Paul writes of Jesus 
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in Colossians 2:9, “In him the whole 
fullness of deity dwells bodily.”  In 
addition, when Jesus’ contemporaries 
called him “Lord,” they were employing a 
term that was used over six thousand 
times in the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament to refer to God or “the Lord.”  
Therefore, when the angels announced 
Jesus’ birth by saying, “For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:11), they were saying that the Lord God 
himself was born. 

When asked if he had seen Abraham, 
Jesus responded by saying, “Before 
Abraham was, I am” (John 8:57-58).  
Those who heard him say this “picked up 
stones to throw at him” (John 8:59), 
which is what any self-respecting 
religious leader would have done if 
someone claimed to be God.  They 
understood that Jesus was claiming the 
same title God claimed for himself in 
Exodus 3:14 - “I AM WHO I AM.”

In Revelation 22:13, Jesus says, “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end.” This is 
very similar to what God the Father said 
at the beginning of the same book: “‘I am 
the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord 
God, ‘who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty’” (Rev. 1:8). 

The prophet Isaiah affirms Jesus as the 
king who reigns forever - a role only God 
could fill: “Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no 
end” (Isa. 9:7).  That is why Paul said that 
Jesus is worthy of worship; “God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the father” (Phil. 2:9-11).  Jesus’ 
divinity is the reason God the Father says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him” (Heb. 
1:6).  

Jesus was fully God.  “In him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell’ (Col. 1:19).  If Jesus wasn’t fully 
God, he could not have borne the full 
penalty for sin for the whole world.  And 
if he didn’t bear the full penalty of sin for 
the world as a sinless man, there would be 
no valid payment for anyone’s sins, and 
nobody could be saved.

Jesus - Fully God and Fully Man

Jesus was fully God.  Jesus was also fully 
man.  He was fully both at the same time.  
The eternal Son of God took to himself a 
truly human nature.  His divine and 
human natures are forever distinct and 
retain their own properties even though 
they are eternally and inseparably united 
together in one person.  

This is probably the most amazing 
miracle of the entire Bible - the eternal 
Son of God, himself fully God, became 
fully man and in doing so joined himself 
to a human nature forever.  Jesus, a man 
unlike anyone else the world will ever see 
again, by eternally bringing together both 
the infinite and the finite, changed the 
course of history forever. 

is chapter, “Who is Christ,” can be found in 
Christian Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every 
Christian Should know, by Wayne Grudem.
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The Manifest Love of God 
by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

1 JOHN 4:9-10
 

 The apostle is anxious to remind us that God is actually manifesting 
that essential nature of His. He is love, but mercifully for us He has 
“manifested” that love, He has made it unmistakably plain and clear. So 
we can put John’s immediate argument like this: “If only you really 
understood this love, if only you knew something about it, then most of 
your problems and difficulties would immediately vanish.” So he 
proceeds to tell us something further about this great and wondrous and 
glorious love of God. 
 Surely we all must agree that this is something that is equally true  
of us. The more I study the New Testament and live the Christian life, 
the more convinced I am that our fundamental difficulty, our 
fundamental lack, is the lack of seeing the love of God. It is not so much 
our knowledge that is defective but our vision of the love of God. Thus 
our greatest object and endeavor should be to know Him better, and thus 
we will love Him more truly. Now John’s object is to help these first 
Christians to whom he writes in just this way, because he is quite sure 
that once they love God, they will love one another. 
 This is something we find running right through the Bible; the 
second commandment follows the first. The first commandment is, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. . . . And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matthew 22:37, 39). But you will never do 
the second until you have done the first; so we must start with the love of 
God. 

A THOUGHT TO PONDER

It is not so much our knowledge that is 
defective but our vision of the love of God. 

is devotional can be found in 
Walking With God, by Martyn Lloyd-
Jones.  Devotional date Nov 11.
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If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.

1 JOHN 2:1
 

 “If any man sin, we have  an advocate.”  Yes, though we sin, we 
have Him still.  John does not say, “If any man sin he has forfeited his 
advocate,” but “we have an advocate,” sinners though we are.  All the sin 
that a believer ever did, or can be allowed to commit, cannot destroy his 
interest in the Lord Jesus Christ, as his advocate.  
 The name here given to our Lord is suggestive. “Jesus.”  Ah!  then 
He is an advocate such as we need, for Jesus is the name of one whose 
business and delight it is to save. “They shall call His name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people from their sins.”  His sweetest name implies His 
success.  
 Next, it is “Jesus Christ” - Christos, the anointed.  This shows His 
authority to plead.  The Christ has a right to plead, for He is the Father’s 
own appointed advocate and elected priest.  If He were of our choosing 
He might fail, but if God hath laid help upon one that is mighty, we may 
safely lay our trouble where God has laid His help.  He is Christ, and 
therefore authorized; He is Christ, and therefore qualified, for the 
anointing has fully fitted Him for His work.  He can plead so as to move 
the heart of God and prevail.  What words of tenderness, what sentences 
of persuasion will the anointed use when He stands up to plead for me!  
 One more letter of His name remains, “Jesus Christ the righteous.”  
This is not only His character BUT His plea.  It is His character, and if 
the Righteous One be my advocate, then my cause is good, or He would 
not have espoused it.  It is His plea, for He meets the charge of 
unrighteousness against me by the plea that He is righteous.  He declares 
Himself my substitute and puts His obedience to my account.  My soul, 
thou hast a friend well fitted to be thine advocate, He cannot but 
succeed; leave thyself entirely in His hands.

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892), English preacher 
and pastor.   is devotional can be found in 
Morning and Evening, by Charles Spurgeon. 
Devotional date October 4.

An Advocate
by Charles Spurgeon
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Our Dwelling
by Charles Spurgeon

We dwell in Him.
1 JOHN 4:13

 
 Do you want a house for your soul? Do you ask, “What is the 
purchase?” It is something less than proud human nature will like to 
give.  It is without money and without price.  Ah!  You would like to pay 
a respectable rent!  You would love to do something to win Christ?  Then 
you cannot have the house, for it is “without price.”  Will you take my 
Master’s house on a lease for all eternity, with nothing to pay for it, 
nothing but the ground-rent of loving and serving Him for ever?  Will 
you take Jesus and “dwell in Him?”  See, this house is furnished with all 
you want, it is filled with riches more than you will spend as long as you 
live.  Here you can have intimate communion with Christ and feast on 
His love; here are tables well stored with good for you to live on forever; 
in it, when weary, you can find rest with Jesus; and from it you can look 
out and see heaven itself.  Will you have the house?  Ah!  If you are 
houseless you will say, “I should like to have the house; but may I have 
it?”  Yes; there is the key - the key is, “Come to Jesus.”  “But,” you say, 
“I am too shabby for such a house.”  Never mind; there are garments 
inside.  If you feel guilty and condemned, come; and though the house is 
too good for you, Christ will make you good enough for the house by-
and-by.  He will wash you and cleanse you, and you will yet be able to 
say, “We dwell in Him.”  Believer: thrice happy art thou to have such a 
dwelling-place! Greatly privileged thou art, for thou has a “strong 
habitation” in which thou art, ever safe.  and “dwelling in Him,” thou has 
not only a perfect and secure house, but an everlasting one.  When this 
world shall have melted like a dream, our house shall live, and stand 
more imperishable than marble, more solid than granite, for it is God 
Himself - “We dwell in Him.”

is devotional can be found in Morning 
and Evening, by Charles Spurgeon. 
Devotional date May 6.
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All My Days (Beautiful Saviour)

 
All my days, I will sing this song of gladness,

Give my praise to the fountain of delights;
For in my helplessness, You heard my cry,

And waves of mercy poured down on my life.

I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer,
I will sing of the land that never fails;

Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleared,
Of death defeated and life without end.

Beautiful Saviour, Wonderful Counselor,
Clothed in majesty, Lord of history;
You’re the way, the Truth, the Life.

Star of the morning, glorious in holiness,
You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion,

and You reign, You reign over all. 

I long to be where the praise is never ending,
Yearn to dwell where the glory never ends;

where countless worshippers will share one song, 
And cries of ‘Worthy’ will honour the Lamb!

Stuart Townend  Copyright © 1998 ankyou Music

A great congregational version of this song 
can be found on e Mandate: See What a 
Morning.  Kingsway Music 2006.



August Calendar

August 5, 2010
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis Game Night

August 6, 2010
9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering

6:00 pm   First Friday Prayer & Praise

August 12, 2010
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study   

7:00 pm Oasis Game Night

August 13, 2010
9:30-10:20  Friday Foundations 

10:30 UCCD church gathering 

August 19, 2010
7:00 pm Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis Game Night

August 20, 2010 
9:30-10:20  Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering 

August 26, 2010
7:00 pm  Thursday Bible Study

7:00 pm Oasis Game Night

August 27, 2010
9:30-10:20 Friday Foundations

10:30 UCCD church gathering 

1 John 
Recommended 

Reading

1. e Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God, by 
D.A. Carson.   Some think that if God is 
wrathful, he cannot be loving.  But the Bible 
teaches no such thing and Carson, in his slim 
book, helps readers understand the 
complexities of God’s love. AED 45.

2. Love in Hard Places, by D.A. Carson.  Carson 
explores how a Christians’ love for others can 
reflect God’s own love.  AED 45. 

3. It is Well, by Mark Dever and Michael 
Lawrence.  is book of sermons looks at the 
biblical idea of substitutionary atonement.  
AED 65. 

4. What is the Gospel?, by Greg Gilbert.  is is a 
very helpful, clarifying, introductory book on 
the good news of Jesus Christ.  AED 45. 

5. Finally Alive, by John Piper.  is book of 
sermons examines what the Bible teaches about 
being “born again.”  

6. Basic Christianity, by John R. W. Stott.  is is 
an excellent introduction to biblical 
Christianity.  

Phone: 
(04) 884 6623 
Email: 
info@uccdubai.com 
http://uccdubai.com
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