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Prayers for the Parish 
 

For the Whole Church Catholic Archbishop William Laud 
 
Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church.  

Fill it with all truth, in all truth with all peace.  
Where it is corrupt, purify it;  

where it is in error, direct it;  
where in any thing it is amiss, reform it.  

Where it is right, strengthen it;  
where it is in want, provide for it;  
where it is divided, reunite it;  

for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son our Savior.  Amen. 
 
 

For the Parish William John Butler, 1818-1894, Dean of Lincoln 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven  
and earth, mercifully hear our prayers and grant to this parish all things needful for 
its spiritual welfare. Strengthen and confirm the faithful,  
visit and relieve the sick, turn and soften the wicked, arouse the careless, recover the 
fallen and restore the penitent. Remove all hindrances to the advancement of thy 
Word, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind  
in Jesus Christ, to the honor and glory of thy Name.  Amen.  
 
 
For the Unity of the Church Book of Common Prayer 
 
O almighty God, who hast built thy Church upon the foundation  
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the head cornerstone:  
Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit  
by their doctrine, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable  
unto thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
For Self-Dedication St. Anselm, 1033-1109 
 
O Lord our God,  

grant us grace to desire thee with our whole heart; 
that so desiring thee we may seek and find thee;  
and so finding thee may love thee,  
and loving thee may hate those sins  
from which thou hast redeemed us 
for the glory of thy Name  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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In Memoriam 
for the Faithful Departed 

 

Thomas Randolph Anderson 

Mary Virginia McClintock Crawford 

Samuel Jervey Dupre, III 

Grayson G. Hanahan 

G. Preston Hipp 

Joan Sams Hodgkiss 

Miriam Orvin House 

Marjorie Wells Jagar 

Dicksie Gregorie Johnson 

John Philip Kassebaum 

Dorothy Barnwell Kerrison 

William McIntosh, III 

Christine McDonald Moore 

Jocelyn Bull Notz 

Pamela Tovey Quattlebaum 

Jane Steele 

Mary Ann Webb Stender 

Edward Legare Thrower 

 
Father of all, we pray to you for those we love, but no longer see, especially those whom we 
remember before you now: Thank you for their friendship, their love, their examples; grant them 
your peace; let light perpetual shine upon them; and, in your loving wisdom and almighty power, 
work in them the good purpose of your perfect will, until we all, together with them, come to see 
you face to face; through him who has conquered death and reigns now as Lord of life, even Jesus 
Christ our risen Lord. Amen.  
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Agenda of Today’s Meeting 
March 5, 2017 

 
Call to Order 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
Appointments 

• Parliamentarian 
• Tellers 
• Recording Secretary 

 
Approval of Minutes of 2016 Annual Parish Meeting 

 
Rector’s Report 

 
Elections: 

• Four Vestry members (class of 2020) 
• Delegates to Diocesan Convention 

 
Presentation of Other Reports: 

• Senior Warden’s Report 
• Financial Report 
•  [Reports filed by Title (refer to 2016 Annual Report)] 

 
In Memoriam 

Announcement of Elections  

Old Business: 

New Business: 

Adjournment 

Closing Prayer and Benediction 
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Minutes of the 2016 Annual Parish Meeting 
April 17, 2016 

 
At 12:00 in the church Parish Hall the Annual Parish Meeting was called to order by the Rev. 
Bradley Wilson. 
 
Rev. Hank Avent opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
First order of business was to appoint Foster Gaillard as parliamentarian. 
Angela Clark and Lee Moore were appointed to act as talliers. 
Suzanne McCord was appointed as recording secretary. 
 
Motion to approve 2015 minutes was made by Lon Burris, seconded by Bill Thompson. Minutes 
were unanimously approved. 
 
Ballots for election of four vestry members were distributed. All six nominees for vestry stood to be 
recognized: Mara Brockbank, Lon Burris, Cary Chastain, Penn Hagood, and Sheryl O’Neal. No 
further nominations were made. The instructions were to vote for four of the nominees or less. 
 
Fr. Brad said that at this year’s Diocesan Convention there was a report on and continued discussion 
about joining ACNA (Anglican Church of North America). We will be having this conversation 
among individual parishes across the diocese over this next year. Jeff Miller, as our new Rector, will 
probably be having these discussions in adult forums. 
 
Next, we need to vote for four delegates to the 2017 Diocesan Convention. It is customary that the 
Jr. and Sr. Wardens are delegates, but we still need to elect two more. Do I have a motion to 
nominate delegates for 2017 Convention? Kitty Mullins moved and Catherine Jones seconded. All 
voted in favor of the motion to take nominations for two more delegates to represent St. Philip’s. 
 
Foster explained that we have already elected 2 of the 4 delegates. We also usually have 2 alternates. 
So, to elect 2 delegates and 2 alternates: We will take the top two vote-getters as the delegates and 
the next 2 vote-getters will be the two alternates. Everyone was instructed to vote for two of the 
following nominees: Myron Harrington, Mark Phillips, Dan Russler, Catherine Jones, Elizabeth 
Hagood, Mara Brockbank, or Charlotte Williams. 
 
Warden’s Report: presented by TJ Parsell. It has been an exciting and transitional year at St. 
Philip’s. Of course, we are most excited about Rev. Jeff Miller being selected as our new rector. 
Great thanks go out to Mark Philips and the other members of the Search Committee, for a job well 
done.  
And really just as exciting has been having Fr. Brad and Carol accepting our call as interim Rector. 
At this point, everyone gave Brad and Carol a standing ovation. He has really set a wonderful tone for us 
here. I am grateful to have had the opportunity to serve St. Philip’s. 
Fr. Brad added that only past vestry members and wardens can truly appreciate how much goes on behind the scene.  
 
The Rector’s Report: Fr. Brad gave his report at the Adult Forum earlier in the day.  
 
Parish Council Reports: Each vestry person comes forward to present their report. 
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Building and Grounds Report: presented by Bill Thompson. Main thing is that we are moving 
ahead with the Rectory. 
 
Communications Council Report: presented by Suzanne McCord. I encourage you all to go to 
our website often and make use of all the resources there for communication. Especially make your 
personal account and use the Church App for the directory and giving.  Go to our Facebook page 
and like it and share our news on your own Facebook. Give us your ideas and input. 
Communication works best when it goes both ways after all. 
 
Fellowship: (Edward Morrison) Brad congratulated Hank on his excellent job with First 
Wednesday Men’s Luncheon. Wish every church had one as successful. 
 
Financial Report: Presented by Jim Stelling. Thanked Clay Hershey and the stewardship committee 
for the fine job they did this year. On page 16 is the actual text summery and on page 17 is 
spreadsheet. Basically 2015 was a healing year in the financial health of our Parish. We went from an 
operational deficit of $80,000 in 2104 to an operational surplus of $237,000 in 2015. But this surplus 
was the result of many cuts with music and missions being reduced the most.  Of this “surplus” 
$207,000 was spent on grounds and property. When I realized that the Sanctuary was restored in 
1993, and ministry halls in early 2000, it was not surprising that it was time for some maintenance 
and repairs. The lawsuit has cost us dearly but it is an investment in the future. The 2016 budget 
reflects a modest increase and giving. We are very hopeful that we will be able to increase giving 
over the years.  Respectfully submitted. 
 
Outreach Council Report: presented by Maybank Hagood. Thanks to Bill McIntosh for his 
leadership with Local Missions and Gerry McCord with World Missions. We had significant cuts to 
world and domestic missions both budgets were cut 50%. It is true that St. Philip’s has not been a 
mission minded church. We are very hopeful with Jeff coming, that we will be able to rectify this. It 
is an honest assessment. Fr. Brad added that Gerry McCord has been offered a call to become a 
deacon. He will be ordained June 11th and I encourage everyone to attend. Deacons, like Jay 
Boccabello, are the exemplars, motivators and guide of the ministry. 
 
Parish Life Council: [Travis Dew] Fr. Brad encouraged everyone to find out more about Mere 
Anglicanism and be sure to attend. 
 
Pastoral Care Council: [Dana Heikes] Fr. Brad noted that the Stephen Ministry has not been 
functional since before his arrival, but at St. Helena’s it is thriving and he feels certain that it will get 
up and running once Jeff comes. 
 
Spiritual Formation Council: presented by Charlotte Williams. My report can be found on pages 
22, 23.  Thank you for sending your children to Sunday School and attending our Bible Studies. We 
all know we have a void in the 20 to 30-age range. But we are going to move toward filling that gap. 
And for those who just graduated from college. Laura and Preston Hipp are one example of having 
a bible study for that age group. 
 
Worship Council: presented by Elizabeth Bowles. My report is on pages 24 and 25. Most of the 
volunteers in my council work silently and behind the scenes, but we could not worship without 
them. All are invited to come join in and learn about these vital ministries. 
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Youth Council: Presented by Cynthia Patteson.  It is thriving under David’s leadership. Fr. Brad 
added that David, like most youth pastors, will not see most of the fruit of his ministry until about 
15 years from now. They will call and thank him when they are 30. Please pray for him and our kids. 
 
In Memoriam: Hank listed them by name and then he said a pray for them. We are standing on the 
shoulders of those who went before us. 
 
Voting results for delegates to the Diocesan Convention 2017: In addition to the Sr. and Jr. 
Wardens the delegates elected were Mark Philips and Charlotte Williams. The two alternates elected 
were Elizabeth Hagood and Catherine Jones. 
 
Voting results for the Vestry class of 2019: Lon Burris, Penn Hagood, Cary Chastain and Joanna 
Macmurphy. 
 
There being no further business, Fr. Brad called for the Motion to Adjourn. Catherine Jones so 
moved and Charlotte Williams seconded. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Suzanne McCord, Recording Secretary 
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The Wardens’ Report 
 

What a glorious year it has been in the life of St. Philips Church. From the advent of Jeff Miller’s 
ministry in May, to Andrew O’Dell’s call in July, to the Annual Meeting on March 5th, it seems that 
each week something new and exciting has taken place. 
 
At one of our first Vestry meetings, Jeff told us that his and our focus should be on “the Spiritual 
Health of our Congregation” and this focus would be based on sound “Teaching and Preaching” of 
the Gospel. This then became the charge for all Vestry decisions, i.e. “If we do this, will it promote 
the Spiritual Health of our Parish?” 
 
So, let’s look back over the past year. Jordan Gilbert has moved to Communications Director. 
Rachel Murphy has been hired as the Rector’s Assistant to allow Jeff and the clergy more time to 
tend to the “Spiritual needs of the Parish.” Amy Smith has been hired to reorganize and reinvigorate 
our Christian Education, thereby keeping and attracting young families to St. Philips. 
 
Bible Studies are flourishing; some new, some refreshed. Al Phillips’ confirmation classes continue 
to draw young confirmands from all over our community, providing opportunity to have them grow 
into young St. Philippians. The ECW and other councils and programs are active in our 
congregation as well. 
 
All this excitement and participation has resulted in an increase in attendance at both Sunday 
services, and the Adult Forum on Sundays has been a revelation of learning to many of us. As a 
result, annual giving is up which has allowed us to better care for the maintenance of our beautiful 
buildings and grounds, and at the same time, begin to restore certain program budgets that were 
previously reduced in prior years. 
 
To all of this we say, “Thanks be to God!” 
 
On behalf of the Vestry, we would like to thank you for allowing us to serve in these exciting times. 
It has been, and will continue to be, a glorious journey in the Christian life of St. Philips. 
 
Blessings to All, 
 
Jim Stelling, Senior Warden 
Bill Thompson, Junior Warden 
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Ministry Staff Reports 
 

The Rev. Andrew O’Dell, Senior Associate  
Needless to say, these have been an exciting first few months here at St. Philip’s, and I am eager to 
share a few “snapshots” of the progress that God has made possible. 
 
While all the priests on staff share in the ministry of preaching, teaching, baptizing, marrying, 
burying, and pastoral care, we each have a particular role in the overall team. We are currently in the 
process of defining these roles to respond to the needs of the parish for the season ahead, but in this 
first chapter, my primary role could perhaps best be described as “Chief of Staff” or “Executive 
Officer” for the Rector. As Jeff has said on numerous occasions, we work so well together because 
our gifts complement rather than duplicate each other. As Jeff has begun to share his near-term 
vision, it has been my great privilege to come alongside him to help bring the details of this vision 
into focus. The bulk of my time has been spent in identifying and pursuing the right persons to fill 
the roles of Executive Assistant to the Rector and Director of Ministry to Children and Families. I 
have also had the great privilege of working with Jordan as she has made the transition to Director 
of Communications. Likewise, I have been working closely with Angela Clark and Lee Moore as 
they have begun to shift their focus solely on the Day School. 
 
Assembling a new team is both exhilarating and demanding, but as in all things, God has provided 
better and more than we could have ever hoped for or imagined. Some of you have had an 
opportunity to meet Amy Watson Smith and Rachel Murphy in person, but for those who have not, 
it is with great joy that I share the news that God has provided mightily for us in these two women! 
It will take time for both to get “up to speed,” but already their presence has made such a difference 
to the entire team. 
 
Amy has begun to pray and think through how best to reshape Children’s Chapel so that we can 
engage our youngest members with the Good News of the Gospel. As I write this report, she is in 
Florida attending the Children’s Pastors’ Conference, where she plans to gather resources and 
inspiration for this year’s Vacation Bible School as well as next year’s Sunday School. Amy has also 
begun working with David Gilbert to develop a “cradle to college” plan for imparting the Gospel 
into the hearts of our children and youth. We have all seen how families can “drop through the 
cracks” as they make the transition from Children’s Ministry to Youth Ministry and Youth Ministry 
to Confirmation, so we want to be intentional about how we will walk with families all along the 
way. 
 
Along the same lines, my prayer is that God will foster a true sense of “team” among the entire staff.  
Of course, much of this will happen naturally as we all get to know each other, but, Jeff and I 
recognize that this will mean a new way of operating for the existing staff.  Our sense is that in 
recent years, they have operated with what we would call a “silo” or “bunker” mentality.  In other 
words, every member of the staff has been faithfully working within his own area (“silo”/ “bunker”) 
of ministry, but without necessarily being “mindful of and responsive to” the needs of other 
members of the team.  We are asking God, by His Holy Spirit, to change this culture so that there 
will be a sense of shared trust and ministry throughout the entire staff, and we invite you to join us 
in this prayer. 
The new year has given me the opportunity to teach our adult Confirmation Class. I cherish my time 
with the students and the honor of proclaiming, once again, the basic truths of our faith (they never 
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grow old!). What a thrill it is to equip participants so that they can understand not only what we 
believe but why we believe it! I have missed being in the classroom these past six months, and it is a 
joy to be “back in the saddle.” This confirmation class serves as one of several “front doors” to the 
church, where newcomers can get to know one another and begin to get connected to the larger 
body. As such, I always try to provide opportunities for small group discussion as part of every class.  
God willing, these opportunities will give newcomers a chance to form their first friendships at 
St. Philip’s. 
 
In “other news,” it has been a joy getting to know Brian McGreevy and, through our friendship, 
foster the connection between St. Philip’s and Porter-Gaud. As many of you know, Brian’s vocation 
as a Chaplain is both rich and challenging, and I know that his connection to St. Philip’s has been a 
source of immense encouragement to him. Brian invited me to serve as the presenter at a “mini 
Jesus Weekend” for his Porter-Gaud “vestry,” and it was my great privilege to spend those two days 
with his students at St. Christopher back in February. What a joy it is to proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ with these students. 
 
Finally, I wanted to share the happy news of God’s gracious provision in the form of a new men’s 
small group Bible study that I have had the privilege of facilitating. We have been meeting since 
August, and I have recently begun the process of handing leadership over to them so that I might 
“work myself out of a job.” St. Philip’s has been blessed with a generation of strong lay-leadership, 
and we want to continue that great heritage for generations to come. I recognize that we need to 
discern how we might foster new small groups. We want to provide others the opportunity to 
experience the transformative power of chewing on God’s Word with other believers. What a joy it 
is to be part of this group of men! 
 
In conclusion, I simply want to echo those words of Paul to the church in Philippi: “I thank my 
God every time I remember you.” Thank you for giving both me and my family the opportunity to 
serve here at St. Philip’s, and may God continue to work through each of us for the building up of 
his church and the blessing of this city! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Andrew 
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The Rev. Hank Avent, Assistant to the Rector  
The year 2016 has seen notable events in the life of St. Philips parish. How happy I was when The 
Rev. Jeff Miller (Rector) and The Rev. Andrew O’Dell (Senior Associate to the Rector) accepted the 
call to give spiritual leadership to St. Philips. They have been vigorously working taking stock of our 
capacities and needs and are getting us up to “cruise” speed, adjusting and adding staff as needed to 
facilitate St. Philip’s ministries. Many thanks to all of you who prayed for God to provide the right 
leaders for this new season. Please continue to pray for the Lord’s inspiration and protection over us. 

I have enjoyed serving periodically as both celebrant/officiant and preacher in weekly worship, 
celebrating the pastoral office for baptisms, marriages, and funerals, and making home and hospital 
visitations. In addition, I have enjoyed leading several weekly men’s small study groups. 

My work with the First Wednesday Men’s Luncheon and with training lay readers/chalice bearers is 
described under the reports with those titles elsewhere in the 2017 Annual Report. 

Finally, as you already know, I’ll be retiring this year on May 1. It has been a blessing to serve and 
become family with all of you here over the past 12 years. I'm so glad to have had the opportunity 
and blessing of living in Charleston and getting to know so many of you. At Jeff’s gracious 
invitation, I’ll continue to serve in a voluntary capacity, assisting, when scheduled, with Sunday 
morning worship and pursuing my interest in men’s ministry with weekly study groups and the 
monthly men’s lunches. I look forward to being with you in this voluntary capacity as long as God 
gives me the opportunity. Glo and I are so thankful for your love and support. 

The Rev. Marc Boutan, Assistant to the Rector  
The major highlight of 2016 is to be a part of the new team. I am referring to the staff leadership 
additions of the Revds. Jeffrey Miller as Rector, and Andrew O’Dell as Senior Associate. It is a new 
day at St. Philip’s Church! 
 
Other highlights of 2016 include my involvement and direction of the TEN35 service in the Parish 
Hall. This service occurred on Sundays simultaneously while Morning Prayer was the 10:30 a.m. 
service in the church. The experiment was held from January through May to see if another style of 
service—Holy Communion Rite II instead of Morning Prayer, with blended praise music and hymns 
on piano and guitar, less formal and briefer—was viable. It proved to work well, although we have 
chosen not to continue that option at this time. 
 
Future dreams include “The Carpenter’s Helpers.” This is not a new idea, since Dr. Mack Anderson, 
now deceased, used to do this. He offered some of his time as a handyman. I would love to be part 
of a group of men and women who would like to use their practical handy skills to help people 
within and outside the parish who could use something repaired at no expense except perhaps the 
materials. Single mothers, older people, widowed spouses would be the first place to look for those needs. 
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Music Ministry, Capers Cross, Organist/Choirmaster 
The year 2016 was filled with both the ordinary (worship services, weddings and funerals, Spoleto 
concerts, countless administrative details) and the extra-ordinary (children’s choir trip to England 
and Spain, and the installation of a new Rector). 
 
As announced earlier this year, my last Sunday as your organist-choirmaster will be May 28. There 
are many people who have helped me along the way, to whom I owe a debt of gratitude. My chief 
thanks must go to you, the wonderful people of St. Philip's, for the opportunity you have given me 
to serve you and God in this very special corner of his vineyard. 
 
Through it all, God’s steady hand was much in evidence. I am confident, given our leadership both 
on earth and in heaven, that exciting things are on the horizon for St. Philip’s Church. 
 
Music Ministry, Jolene Hethcox, Assistant Organist/Choirmaster 
During the year 2016, all of the children’s choirs of St. Philip’s spread the word of the Lord with 
joyful singing. The Cherub, St. Nicholas, and St. Cecilia Choirs continued to learn to sing joyfully at 
home and at church while the Canterbury and St. David Choirs prepared for their choir tour to 
England and Spain. On June 5, the Canterbury and St. David Choir sang a beautiful Piccolo Spoleto 
concert in preparation for their choir tour. Much work for the Lord was done abroad as the children 
fined tuned their singing skills and spread the light of Christ. 
 
As we move forward, the children’s choirs will continue to improve their skills in music literacy and 
musicianship to be able to offer only their very best unto the Lord. We are planning music literacy 
summer camps and a fall choir retreat to jumpstart our choir year in fall 2017. We are, of course, 
planning ahead for our choir tour in 2019. 
 
The children’s choir program continues to be thankful for the leadership of Jean Breza as the St. 
Cecilia Choir director. Jean has been strong supporter of our choirs, a mentor for me, and a constant 
help in conducting choirs whenever she was needed. She retired from conducting the St. Cecilia 
Choir in fall 2016.  
 
We are grateful to have brought on board our new St. Cecilia Choir director, former chorister, 
Alexandra (Zippy) Hood. We are all happy to have a St. Philip’s trained teacher and friend teaching a 
new generation of choristers. 
 
Our music department is blessed to have a wonderful support staff. We have two fabulous 
accompanists, Elwin Garrett and Anne Warf whose help during rehearsals and during worship 
services is invaluable. And we all rely on the exemplary work of the Assistant to the Music 
Department, Jane McGreevy. 
 
The Music Department of St. Philip’s continues to prosper under the guidance of our soon to be 
retired Director of Music, Capers Cross. We owe a debt of gratitude to him for his many years of 
service to the Lord and St. Philip’s Church and will be rejoicing with him at the 10:30 worship 
service, on the day of his retirement, May 28. 
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Children’s Ministry, Amy Watson Smith, Director of Ministry to Children and Families 
This has undoubtedly been a year of significant change in the life of St. Philip’s Church. Children’s 
Ministry followed suit when it was announced in late December 2016 that Amy Watson Smith 
would be joining the staff as the Director of Ministry to Children and Families. This staff change 
would allow Angela Clark and Lee Moore (who had been overseeing both the school and children’s 
ministry) to focus their attention and tremendous skills on the preschool program beginning in 
January 2017. St. Philip’s Preschool serves approximately 67 children from infants through age 3. 
 
During 2016, St. Philip’s Children’s Ministry continued as a busy and energetic ministry including: 
 
Sunday School: 
• Weekly classes for children ages 3 through 8th grade with an average Sunday attendance of 75.  
• Meet from September through May 
• “Bible in Life” curriculum by David C. Cook 
• Gifted and dedicated group of volunteer teachers: 

o 3s-4s: Jane Jilich and Franny Slay 
o K-1st Grade: Parent rotation including Meghan Norvell (co-coordinator), Emily Ford (co-coordinator), 

Emily Davis, Catherine Ray, Kate Mettler, Octavia Barrett, Courtenay Fain and Nevitte Morris 
o 2nd-4th Grade: Edward Morrison, MD 
o 5th and 6th Grade: John Kerrison, MD and Dan Russler 
o 7th Grade Confirmation Class: Al Philips and Sarah Marshall 
o 8th Grade: Clarke and Catherine Wallace 

 
Children’s Chapel: 
• Weekly gathering of children ages 4 through 3rd grade meet in the chapel during the 10:30 am 

worship service. 
• The children’s service includes prayers, birthday prayers, devotional, song and snack. Children 

return to the sanctuary during the announcements to sit with their parents. 
• Average attendance is 30 children. 
 
Vacation Bible School (VBS): 
• VBS was held June 20-24, 2016 and the curriculum used was Olympian by Reachout. 
• Approximately 110 children attended 
 
Special Events Throughout the Year: 
• Easter Egg Hunt held the Saturday before Palm Sunday attracts about 50 children and their families. 
• Teacher/Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon (May) 
• “Meet at the Movies” nights during the summer provide opportunities for casual family 

fellowship (4-5 families each event) 
• Cooking Camp (July) 
• Back-to-School celebration (September) 
• Kanuga weekend (fall) with 25-30 children attending program 
• Annual Poptarts Election Sunday (November) 
• Christmas Pageant (December) 
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Looking Ahead: 
As a newcomer to the parish and to the position of Director of Ministry to Children and Families, I 
will be spending the first months of 2017 assessing existing programs, learning about the culture of 
the parish and getting to know the children and families.  
 
Below are some of my priorities for 2017. 
• Parent Gatherings to meet parents and to learn about their hopes for the ministry (February). 
• Establish Parent Advisory Groups for each age-level to assist in improving ministry (August). 
• Create better communication with parents and families including newsletter (January), Facebook 

page and improved web page (summer) and Sunday morning communication through new 
check-in system (summer). 

• Implement manual check-in/check-out system on Sunday mornings to ensure the safety of our 
children (February). 

• Implement a computerized check-in/check-out system to be used on Sunday mornings. A mobile 
version will also be available to use for other events including VBS and Kanuga Weekend 
(summer). 

• Move location of Children’s Chapel to classroom(s) in Parish House to allow for more activity-
based lessons (February) and incorporate a monthly lesson on understanding the basics of 
worshipping as an Anglican (church season, liturgy, prayers, songs, etc.) with assistance of the 
clergy (August). 

• Select new curriculum for VBS which will take place June 19-22. 
• Cultivate, train and maintain a strong group of dedicated volunteers, teachers and nursery 

workers (throughout the year). 
• Refresh and upgrade classrooms and nursery in the Parish House (August). 
• Review current curriculum and make any necessary changes or additions (August). 
• Create opportunities during existing programs/events and create new opportunities for families to 

learn, worship and have fellowship (throughout the year). 
  



- 16 - 

Youth Ministry, David Gilbert, Youth Pastor 
The youth ministry has two meetings weekly, Middle School (6th-8th) grade and High School (9th-12th) 
grade. This year we had 64 gatherings. The average attendance was 45-60 students for our middle 
school gathering and 20-25 for our high school gathering. 
 
We have volunteer leaders, to whom I am eternally grateful, who help in the weekly operations of 
youth group: Polly Dickson, Will Hefner, John and Sarah Katherine Gottshalk, Evan Bailey, Will 
Friedman, Jack Gilchrist, Reid Gilchrist, and Fr. Brain McGreevy. 
 
Parents cook and help provide a meal for every gathering. 
 
Twelve Sr. High students and leaders went on our annual ski trip over President’s Day weekend last 
February. 
 
Once a month I go to a Diocesan meeting of youth ministers, called Fusion. There are about twelve 
of us who gather to pray, study theology, and share life together. 
 
Last summer we had weekly fellowship gathering of students and leaders who played in a beach 
volleyball league and we also had several fellowship outings to the River Dogs and Frankie’s Fun 
Park. 
 
We had 4 service projects in the greater Charleston area with an average attendance of 6-10 students 
at each project. 
 
This coming summer we are hoping to take a mission trip with our Sr. High students. 
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Buildings and Grounds 
(M.L. Love, Vestry Liaison) 

 
Property Committee (Bill Thompson, Chairman)  
It has been a busy year for the property committee. 
 
The Rectory has been renovated. 
 
The undercroft of the chapel was renovated for the flower guild to use and for classroom space. 
Extensive drainage was also added to prevent flooding. 
 
The Parish House trim and railings were painted. 
 
Ministries Hall porches were repaired and painted. 
 
A new landscape company for the churchyard was hired.  
 
David Grubbs is taking over as Chairman of the Property Committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Thompson 

 
 

Fellowship Council 
(Joanna Macmurphy, Vestry Liaison) 

 
First Wednesday Men’s Luncheon (Hank Avent, Director)  
Working in partnership with several downtown churches of differing denominations, the First 
Wednesday Men’s Luncheon exists to encourage and inspire local businessmen to rely on Jesus as 
their Savior and Lord and to glorify God by practicing biblical principles in their daily life and 
vocation. 
 
The luncheon is hosted in the St. Philip’s Parish Hall on the first Wednesday of each month from 
September through May. A one hour program (12 - 1 PM) of lunch and an inspirational testimony 
or teaching is offered. 
 
Special thanks go to several men and women: to Don McLaurin and Charles Waring who assist in 
the leadership and planning of this ministry and support it through prayer and personal service; to 
Guv Gottshalk and Bill Warlick who have served since 2009 as welcomers and name tag hosts; and 
to Ben Singleton who handles preparation of the room, Florance Anderson who handles sound and 
video service, and Connie Stahl who prepares the food. 



- 18 - 

Financial Resources Council 
(Lon Burris, Vestry Liaison) 

 
Finance Committee (Andy Anderson, Chair) 
Although our 2015 budget was very conservative both in terms of revenue growth and expense 
control, the 2016 budget assumed stronger revenue growth and higher expenses as new ministry and 
program settled in. Therefore, I’m happy to report that 2016 Annual Giving exceeded budget and 
grew 8.6% over 2016. Total budgeted revenues were similarly favorable to Budget and to 2015. 
 
Because expenses also remained well under budget, the operating side of our church enjoyed greater 
revenue than expenses, all of which was needed in order to cushion significant capital expenditures 
and other non-operating outlays, chiefly in connection with a nearly $400,000 renovation of the 
Church Street Rectory and of the Chapel. Although South State Bank has extended a term line of 
credit in that amount, specifically allocated to the Rectory and other large capital expenditure needs, 
it has not yet been necessary to borrow any funds under this facility, and our total debt for borrowed 
money is down from year end 2015. In short, the overall financial condition of St. Philips improved 
over fiscal 2015. 
 
Our budget for 2017 is encouraging, both in terms of continued growth in ministry and giving, 
enough to basically cover capital expenditures and scheduled payments on the remaining balance of 
our Wells Fargo term loan. In addition, we enjoy the back-up of un-borrowed lines of credit well 
into mid six figures, plus vestry-controlled, unallocated liquid assets modestly higher than the lines. 
 
Respectfully submitted with grateful thanks to the members of the Finance Committee, 
 
Ivan V. Anderson, Jr., Chair 
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Outreach Council 
(Maybank Hagood. Vestry Liaison)  

 
The Open Door Committee (Ed Pendarvis, Chair) 
Exciting things are happening at St. Philips Church. I am pleased and humbled to submit this report on 
the activity of the Open Door Committee. (formerly known as the Church Street Missions). We sadly lost 
our wonderful leader and Mentor, Bill McIntosh, III. However, building on his caring spirit, we were able 
to get the Vestry's permission to keep our Beautiful, Historic, "Happening" Church open to Visitors from 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
 
The Open Door Committee Volunteers; Fran Pritchett, Catherine Jones, Harold and Merrill Robling, 
Elizabeth Bowles, Scott Smith and Lynn Ellen Mcgaughey-Smith, Dr. Dan Ravenel, Dr. Jamie Ravenel, 
John Macmurphy, Lawrence & Nancy Hollingsworth, Tom Moore, and Ed Pendarvis are Wonderful 
Ambassadors for St. Philip’s Church. 
 
We have been very pleased with response of visitors from around the United States, from 
around the World and from around Charleston; they are very reverent, and they are appreciative of the 
opportunity to be a part of God's Church. Tommy Dew is producing an Historical Outline that will allow 
us the opportunity to answer more Historic Questions as we also share the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
 
Home Missions (Ben Hagood, Jr., Chair)  
During two meetings, this fall (October 20 and December 7), our Rector met with a representative group 
of former Home Missions leaders: Jane McGreevy, Ben Hagood, Jr., Lynn Land, Gerry McCord, Joanna 
Macmurphy, and Maybank Hagood, the Vestry liaison. 
 
Jeff commented that every church should consider whether its efforts fall into the category of “busyness” 
or making a “Kingdom Impact.” He asserted that each church congregation has unique gifts to do the 
work God intends for them. He reminded us that Christ taught us there will always be more ministry to 
do for the poor and the needy than we can individually accomplish. He suggested that we prayerfully ask 
the question, “Lord, what would you have St. Philip’s do?" He commented that we have the opportunity 
to complement the other churches in our community and should avoid duplicating ministry efforts. The 
group agreed to take this opportunity to pause our Home Mission efforts and to discern God’s current 
call on St. Philip’s for home missions and outreach. The group agreed to continue meeting with the 
Rector, consider an inventory of St. Philip's Strengths and Weaknesses, assess our community needs, and 
then recommend church-wide Home Ministry priorities to the Clergy and the Vestry leadership for 
consideration. 
 
Home Missions will continue with a 2017 budget, and the assembled team will complete the assessment 
during the first half of 2017. Subsequently, Ben Hagood, Jr. agreed to lead the Home Missions effort. 
Please pray for wisdom and clarity regarding our Home Mission efforts. Ben respectfully requests that the 
Vestry include Home Missions in the 2017 Budget for use after the discernment process is complete.  
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World Missions (Gerry McCord, Chairman)  
Our committee consists of 13 members, with individual members taking responsibility for contact with 
various mission projects. Our members are Ken and Pat Holden, Catherine Jones, Cynthia Patteson, 
Sunny Walker, Sam Robinson, Laurie Harrell, Susan Keller, Tammy Gottshalk, Clarke Wallace, John Paul 
and Suzanne and Gerry McCord. Our clergy liaison is Hank Avent, and our Vestry liaison is Maybank 
Hagood. The committee meets bi-monthly following the Sunday 10:30 service in the Parlor of 
Administration Building. 
 
LAMB – Honduras – representative – Susan Keller  
Suzy McCall – Honduras – representative – Susan Keller  
Honduras Medical Missions – representatives – Ken and Pat Holden  
Dufatanye Cooperative Rwanda / Martha Vetter – representative – Tammy Gottshalk  
Haiti – St. Jean Baptist Episcopal Church – representatives – Gerry & Suzanne McCord  
Water Missions – World Wide – representative – Sam Robinson 
 
LAMB & Suzy McCall - The God's Littlest Lambs Children's Home in San Buenaventura, Honduras is 
home to 70 boys and girls who have suffered from neglect and abuse. This ministry of LAMB is our most 
costly ministry - paying our caregivers, cooks, teachers, social worker, etc., is 60% of the program cost. 
Education, food, transportation, and clothing comes second. Suzy not only serves as Spiritual Director of 
LAMB, but she is Mom to many, many children. She has 7 children (5 girls and 2 boys) who are in her 
full-time care as well as 2-3 others at any time. 
 
Martha Vetter’s Ministry in Rwanda: Dufatanye Cooperative - The cooperative raises numerous 
vegetables, bananas, cows, goats, fish, and rabbits to provide food for the fifty-eight families and over 
250 children. These require different foodstuffs, grasses, fertilizer, water (using gas during dry seasons), 
workers from the cooperative and a few hired workers. In 2016, our most significant acquisition has been 
a sizeable used truck (bigger than a pick-up truck), which can carry large amounts of produce to the 
market in Kigali and then bring many resources back. Without a truck, the cooperative had to hire trucks 
and pay drivers and hired to transport goods back and forth to Kigali. This was very expensive. In 
addition, Martha assists numerous students who need financial assistance for school fees and living 
expenses. This includes four college students, four vocational students, one high school student and one 
elementary-aged student. 
 
Honduras Medical & Dental – Over 26 years of serving the Hondurans introducing many patients and 
families to Jesus in addition to addressing all realms of medical needs and healing through power of prayer. 
 
Haiti - Our Sister Church and Schools St. Jean Baptist for 23 years. St. Philip’s sends a team every June 
with our Mission of Presence to celebrate St. Jean Baptist Feast Day worshiping with our Haitian 
brothers and sisters. We also participate in mobile medical clinic with hand delivery of medical supplies, 
eye glasses, musical instruments sports and activity equipment for the children. St. Philip’s is the sole 
financial supporting partner for this Church community and schools on the island of Lagonave, Haiti. 

Water Missions - Water Missions was launched by former parishioners George and Molly Green. Gene 
Lesesne and Sam Robinson have been faithful volunteers, along with many parishioners. 

Christian Aid – Ellen Gray Maybank (former parishioner) is CA Donor Relations / Development 
Director. Her sister is a parishioner here with heart for missions. The WM committee and many 
parishioners feel called to support this mission. 
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Parish Life Council 
(Travis Dew, Vestry Liaison)  

 
ECW Board 2016-2017 
President: Nancy Egleston Past President: Jennie Richardson 
President Elect: Catherine Wallace Secretary: Roberta O’Shea 
Nominating: Dorothy Lancaster 
Spiritual Life: Tracy Chesson 
Fall and Spring Dinner: Patty Jones and Sarah Stuhr 
Advent Luncheon: Chase Wood, Katharine Bair 
Wassail Bowl: Angela Clark, Jessica Martin and Lee Moore 
Fall and Spring Confirmation: Kat Phillips 
Compassion Committee: Monti Hanger and Callie McLaurin 
Correspondence: Garden Frampton and Terese Dynjan 
Bereavement Guild: Anne Mular 
New Mothers: Amanda Ayers  
Greening of the Church: Caroline Burns and Neyse Barkley 
Tea Room: Emmie Hershey and Meg Manuel 
Tea Room Mentor: Travis Dew 
Deanery Director: Sara Hinkle Forbes 
Chef: Connie Stahl 
Vestry Liaison: Joanna Macmurphy 
 
ECW Board 2015-2016 
President: Jennie Richardson Past President: Caroline Burns 
President Elect: Nancy Egleston Secretary: Roberta O’Shea 
Nominating: Dorothy Lancaster 
Spiritual Life: Tracy Chesson 
Fall and Spring Dinner: Patty Jones and Sarah Stuhr 
Advent Luncheon: Chase Wood and Katharine Bair 
Wassail Bowl: Angela Clark, Jessica Martin and Lee Moore 
Fall and Spring Confirmation: Kat Phillips 
Compassion Committee: Monti Hanger and Callie McLaurin 
Correspondence: Garden Frampton 
Bereavement Guild: Mara Brockbank 
New Mothers: Amanda Ayers  
Greening of the Church: Neyse Barkley and Caroline Burns 
Tea Room: Emmie Hershey and Meg Manuel 
Tea Room Mentor: Travis Dew 
Deanery Director: Sara Hinkle Forbes 
Vestry Liaison: Edward Morrison 
 
The women of St. Philip's ECW is comprised of about 385 women and is currently led by Nancy 
Egleston. ECW has enjoyed a busy year of organizing several church events including the annual 
Tea Room, Fall and Spring ECW dinners, Advent Luncheon, Spring Confirmation reception, 
Wassail Bowl, Christmas greening and un-greening of the church, and the St. Philip's Staff 
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Appreciation Lunch. The ECW board also ministers to parishioners through several committees 
such as Bereavement, New Mothers, Compassion and Newcomers. 
 
The 2016 Tea Room was a success under the leadership of Emmie Hershey and Meg Manuel, 
raising nearly $16,100 to be divided in thirds to St. Philip's missions, choir and youth group. The Tea 
Room's success is definitely measured not only in the money raised for these important ministries, 
but also in fun and fellowship by parishioners as well as visitors. It takes nearly 200 volunteers to run 
the week-long Tea Room in capacities such as waiting tables, preparing and plating food, clearing 
tables, making homemade desserts and okra soup and operating the cash registers. Emmie and Meg 
are the co-chairs for the 2017 Tea Room which will be April 3-7 and are actively searching for new 
chairman to take over the 2018-2019 position. 
 
The Bereavement Guild is a committee of 10 women under the direction of Anne Mular. This 
group handles all the planning, logistics and labor involved in funeral receptions held at the St. 
Philip's Parish Hall. There were 12 funeral receptions in 2016. 
 
The Compassion Committee is run by Monte Hanger and Callie McLaurin and ministers to 
parishioners in need due to loss of a loved one, illness, injury or any parishioner who is walking 
through a challenging season. Monte and Callie have a list of over 60 women they reach out to when 
a St. Philip's parishioner is in need of a home-cooked meal. 
 
The New Mother's Committee is led by Amanda Ayers and delivers a meal to St. Philip's mothers 
who have recently had a baby. Amanda has a volunteer list of about 20 women who delivered 12 
meals in 2016. 
 
The Newcomer's Committee's efforts are to reach out to those who have expressed an interest in 
St. Philip's Church either by way of filling out a yellow card at church or by word of mouth. In 
addition to ministerial communication, a volunteer from a group of about 15 women will run a 
baked food or small food item by to welcome the potential member. 
 
Nearly 100 women have gathered together for fellowship, food and an inspiring message at the Fall 
ECW Dinner, Spring ECW Dinner and the Advent Luncheon. Speakers for 2016 included Sherry 
Bradshaw (Spring Dinner), Pringle Franklin (Fall Dinner), and Kathy Izard (Advent Luncheon). 
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Spiritual Formation Council 
(Penn Hagood, Vestry Liaison)  

 
Confirmation: (Al Phillips, Teacher) 
St. Philip’s is blessed to have a full, vibrant ministry in our 7th grade Confirmation class. The class is 
taught by Al Phillips with a host of dedicated helpers. These include: Sarah Marshall, Scott Cave, 
Potter Siebels, Parker Walters, Will Phillips and Parks Cochrane. There are fifty-one students 
meeting in the Tea Garden each Sunday morning at 9:15. Most of the students are St. Philippians, 
but some come from St. Michael’s and other local churches. Students will be confirmed by the 
Bishop in the Spring. 
 
Youth Ministry: (David Gilbert, Youth Pastor) 
St. Philip’s has an active youth ministry thanks to the energetic efforts of David Gilbert! The Junior 
High School program meets on Friday evenings and averages 50-60 students each week. The High 
School program meets on Sunday evenings and averages about 25 students. A number of volunteers 
help with the Youth Groups. They are: Polly Dickson, Will Hefner, John and Sarah Katherine 
Gottshalk, Evan Bailey, Will Friedman, Jack Gilchrist, Reid Gilchrist, and Fr. Brian McGreevy. 
According to David Gilbert: “I could not do what I do without them! They are invaluable and 
wonderful relationship builders.” The Youth Groups are praying about going on a mission trip this 
summer, possibly to either Haiti or Honduras. 
 
Children’s Ministry: 
St. Philip’s Children’s Ministry is in an exciting season of growth and transition. Angela Clark and 
Lee Moore have been faithfully shepherding the weekday Preschool, Children’s Church and the 
Sunday morning Children’s Program – a full plate! As our young families grow, St. Philip’s has a 
greater opportunity to share the joy of the Biblical story with our littlest lambs and expand this vital 
ministry. To help further that vision, St. Philip’s welcomed Amy Watson Smith as Director of 
Children’s Ministry in January. Amy will help build upon the ministry work that Angela Clark and 
Lee Moore have been doing so faithfully, allowing them to focus their full attention on the weekday 
Preschool. This trio of talented ladies means St. Philip’s Children’s Ministry is fully prepared “to 
equip and empower parents to take on their God-given responsibility to raise their children to love 
and serve the Lord.” A report from Amy Watson Smith as Director of Children’s Ministry is 
included with this annual report. 
 
Adult Education: 
St. Philip’s is blessed to have a variety of Bible Studies and other adult education classes offered 
during the week and on Sundays. 
 
Adult Education on Sunday mornings: 
The Rector’s Forum class, taught by Jeff Miller, recently concluded “The Sermon on the Mount” 
and is currently studying 2 Timothy. This teaching series is entitled “Guarding the Good Deposit.” 
Additionally, on Sunday mornings, Associate Pastor, Andrew O’Dell is teaching an Adult 
Confirmation class. In the fall, Pringle Franklin taught a class on “Hope and Healing in Marriage,” 
and, this spring, Pringle is leading a class on Meditative Prayer. 
 
Bible Studies, Men: 
Men’s Bible Studies are led by Guv Gottshalk, Hank Avent, John Kerrison, Dana Heikes, and 
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Richard Moore. Men’s classes meet weekly, Tuesday through Friday, early mornings, with two 
classes offered on Fridays. 
 
Bible Studies, Women: 
Jane McGreevy, Susan Clarkson Keller, Joanna Macmurphy and Suzanne McCord have been leading 
groups in a study of Women of the New Testament. These classes meet at varying times and in 
varying locations around the community to be more accessible to attendees. In addition, Marnie 
Kerrison teaches a class on Genesis, and Martha Vetter will be offering a Lenten study, “Truths 
from Lenten Treasures” beginning March 5. Pringle Franklin is organizing a “Centering Prayer 
Workshop” on March 9. Laura Hipp leads a Bible Study at her home on Sunday evenings for the 
20’s and 30’s age group. 
 
Rector’s Bible Study (The Rev. Jeff Miller, Rector) 
Jeff Miller teaches a lecture based study of the Book of Acts on Thursdays from 12:00-1:00.  Bag 
lunches are available. 
 
Cursillo (Suzanne McCord, Liaison) 
Suzanne McCord is the St. Philip’s liaison to Cursillo. Cursillo is patterned on Jesus’ example. He 
searched out and called a small group of potential leaders (pre-Cursillo); He trained them by word 
and example and inspired them with a vision (Cursillo Three-Day Weekend); He linked them 
together and sent them out into the world to bring the world to Him (Fourth Day). The goal of 
Cursillo is the goal of the Church: to bring all to Christ. Cursillo hosts three weekends a year at 
Camp St. Christopher. Due to several years of transition, St. Philip’s did not sponsor any candidates 
for Cursillo in 2015 or 2016. 



- 26 - 

Worship Council 
(Elizabeth Bowles, Vestry Liaison)  

 
Acolyte Guild (Colby Broadwater, Acolyte Master) 
This guild of youth who serve as acolytes consists of 44 4th -12th graders. They typically serve in 
teams of six or seven youth. They carry the two crosses, two torches, and then flags or banners, as 
well as assist the clergy at the altar-table. These young church members are doing a good job. 
 
I am grateful to John Blincow, Drake Rogers, Jay Davis, Langdon Hartsock, and Brendan O’Shea, 
who serve as our Acolyte Mentors, supervising each Sunday team. 
 
We conducted a training session during the fall for new acolytes, and gave them the Acolyte Manual. 
We need to replace one of the candle lighters/snuffers shortly in the main church and may need to 
order some more replacement vestments this spring. 
 
Altar Guild (Betsy Harvey, Altar Guild Directress) 
The purpose of the Altar Guild is to set the Lord’s Table for Communion services as well as keeping 
up with the supplies. We have 33 members who perform the following: Set up Communion for the 
Wednesday and Sunday services; additionally, we will do this for weddings and funerals if requested; 
we also set up for Baptisms. Additional duties include the care of the linens: washing, ironing, 
folding, etc. Some members serve by calling to remind members of their dates and duties of service; 
others polish the silver. It takes many moving parts to keep these services running smoothly. As 
Directress, it is my responsibility to schedule our guild members and order supplies as necessary: the 
bread, wine, candles, etc.  
 
We have recently had the 7 branch altar candelabra repaired, as well as have had the processional 
crosses cleaned and lacquered. The lector’s eagle will need to be cleaned and lacquered this year. 
 
We are always trying to recruit new members. So, do let me know if you know someone who would 
like to help. Along with providing a service to the church, it is a wonderful opportunity to visit with 
a relative or friend, particularly when the rest of your life is so busy. 
 
Flower Guild (Jane Jilich, Sarah Stuhr, Flower Guild Co-Chairs) 
This has been a very busy year for the Flower Guild. Our major news is our refurbished Flower 
Guild room under the Chapel following the flood of October 2015. It is now a dual-purpose space 
with a separate meeting room from our work space. We currently have 4 teams and 28 members. 
We are still trying to man a 5th Sunday team. Some members are on leave due to medical reasons. 
This past year, besides Sunday services, the Guild did special flowers for approximately 12 weddings, 
13 baptisms, and at least 7 additional events including Confirmation, an Institution service, and too 
many funerals. None of this, in addition to Easter and Christmas, could be done without our 
dedicated volunteers. We continue to look for new members to help with this wonderful mission. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jane Jilich and Sarah Stuhr, Co-chairs 
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Greeters (Ed Pendarvis, Head Greeter) 
Exciting things are happening at St. Philips Church. I am pleased and humbled to submit this report 
on the activity of the Greeter’s Committee. We asked for and got many new volunteers for the very 
Important and Fun Greeter's Committee, and we added the opportunity to serve in an additional 
location and time at the entrance to the Parish House for 9:00 a.m. Church programs and activities; 
in addition to the Church Service Greeters at the 10:30 am Services. The members of this 
Committee stepped up and we have the pleasure of Welcoming our members & guest to our 
services with a warm smile and sincere handshake ("fist-bumps for little Boys & Girls"). 
 
Lectors/Chalice Bearers (Hank Avent, Director) 
The lectors and chalice bearers for our Sunday worship services are parishioners who volunteer and 
are trained by The Rev. Hank Avent. St. Philip's office receptionist, Felicia Lescow, manages the 
weekly schedule for these ministry duties. In 2016, there were no new volunteers trained as chalice 
bearers or lectors. 
 
Ushers (Thomas Boulware, Head Usher) 
The Ushers consists of 66 folks who serve by greeting both newcomers and the regular faithful. We 
hand out the bulletins, collect the offerings during the Offertory anthem. The usher team at St 
Philips is doing well. We have added some new members to our team this year and have also lost a 
few. If anyone would like to become an usher please call me at (843) 270-9124. 
 
Wedding Guild (Julia Foxworth, Wedding Guild Directress) 
In 2016, we had 11 weddings at St. Philip's Church and lots of diversity to the wedding events 
themselves. We try to accommodate the Bride's wishes and keep in tradition the religious ceremony. 
We had one service that was in Spanish and English to accommodate the groom's family and native 
language. 
 
Capers will be sorely missed at St. Philip's wedding guild. He has provided musical atmosphere that 
enhances our ceremonies to make them joyful and elated. 
 
Our membership for the guild has grown to 22, 3 members which serve in an emeritus status, by 
leading occasionally and usually one wedding a year. It sounds like we have lots of members, but 
several members that have not signed up to assist in over a year and some in 5 
years. Our true champions are Joanna Macmurphy, Toni Rhett, Felicia Sperr and Cooper Ray. Our 
Newest Members are Darrah Catherman and Elizabeth Fishburne. We are still looking to grow 
Wedding Guild Leads, so Joanna and I are not splitting the duties. 
 
2017 looks to be another good year, with 9 wedding planned so far. We like the new policy issued 
about the wedding programs set fee no longer existing and we have already gotten positive feedback 
from parents. We look forward to serving the church in this ministry and please let us know how we 
can better serve the church. 
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