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ST. JOHN'S TO HOST THE GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
For the past several years, leaders from St.
John's and throughout the Kern County
community have attended the Global
Leadership Summit locally, hosted by Valley
Baptist Church. This year, Valley Baptist was
ready for a break and we were ready for a
new challenge. Thus, the hosting baton has
been passed on to St. John's.
Last year, approximately 650 people
attended the Bakersfield satellite summit-an increase from the prior year's attendance
of 450 and again a prior count of 250. Even if
attendance drops with the location change,
we can still anticipate hundreds of guests on
our campus. So what does this mean for us
as a church family?
We need you to volunteer!
We have the opportunity to be good and
gracious hosts for our community, and that
means we need volunteers to greet guests,
serve coffee, direct traffic, and overall provide
a warm Bakersfield welcome to those in
attendance. Volunteers will not get to watch
as much of the Summit as those who
register to attend, but volunteers pay no fees.
We invite you to attend!.
If you have never before been to the GLS, it is
a fantastic opportunity to hear from a variety

of leaders, both from within the Christian
church as well as the secular world. This
year's lineup includes Christian voices John
Maxwell, Craig Groeschell, and Erwin
McManus, and secular leader Apple VP
Sheela Heen alongside other authors,
philanthropists, and corporate leaders. As a
host church, we are able to offer those from
within our ministry entrance to the two-day
conference for only $50.
The best part of GLS is the conversations!
Every year, the group we bring to GLS gets to
learn together, gather together to process
what we've heard and learned, and
ultimately grow together. These
conversations are priceless, as is our time
together!
We are excited to bring this event to our
campus, and look forward to your
attendance. More information on attending
or volunteering is available at
sjlchurch.org/gls.
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SJVOF S.A.Y. YES ENDS ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR
S.A.Y. Yes has completed its third year at

by the Librarian, who also told a funny

St. John's Valley of Faith Church in Arvin.

story with a lot of group participation. Our

Twelve wonderful volunteers from our own

field trip to the library acquainted us with

St. John's mentored 25 children (up from

the many summer activities scheduled at

our original 12 in 2016) through a program

the Arvin branch of the Kern County

that included Bible study, food, outdoor

Library, and each child was sent home with

activities, crafts, and social skills.

an application for a library card. We hope

Two special events brought our year to a

that the children will be able to take

close, the first being our annual Sports Day,

advantage of the excellent opportunities

where our group competed with other

available at the library this summer while

S.A.Y. Yes groups in Bakersfield. Events

they are on vacation from S.A.Y. Yes!

included various sports games, as well as

Looking forward to our year starting this

Bible verse memorization. Our children

fall, please consider joining us as a mentor.

enjoyed the weeks of preparation, and

The children are a joy, and the camaraderie

proudly placed second in the competition.

among mentors is unsurpassed. For further

The second closing event was a field trip to

information, contact Pam Schallock

the Kern County Library in Arvin, where

(661.396.1015) or Pat Mossman

children were led on a tour of the library

(661.304.6115).

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP
Business card-sized sponsorships are
available at $25 per issue, and are
subject to space availability and
postal regulations. St. John's does not
promote or endorse the businesses
shown herein.
SUBMITTING ARTICLES
Articles may be submitted via mail,
delivery to the church office, or
email (llackey@sjlchurch.org).
Celebrate! is published six times per
year. Contact Linda Lackey for
deadline information. Submitted
material is subject to editing for
space or content.

BAPTISMS
With great joy, we welcome
Jason, Olivia, Cameron, &
Tessa Ashurst
Linda Lackey
Chloe & Hazel Mayo
Reign Mendoza
Lyanna Murphy
Jack Pierce
Colby Reich
Lorelie Sanchez

If you haven't been baptized and would like to be,
or would like to speak with a pastor about
baptism, contact Debbie at 661.665.7815 or via
email at dholbrook@sjlchurch.org.
Ready to schedule your baptism? Schedule it now
at sjlchurch.org/baptizeme

will be starting up formal rehearsals again in

BRIAN SCHELLER

MUSIC NOTES

August, so please join us! For information,
please contact me at bscheller@sjlchurch.org.
This summer, I am looking for soloists, small
ensembles, and instrumentalists that would
like to enhance our worship. Please email or

As we wrap up our year in music ministry, a huge
THANK YOU to all our musicians who led and
enhanced our worship through songs, special
music, and shining the light of Christ. I am
deeply grateful for the gifts you freely share on a
weekly basis with our church. Thank you for
using your time and talents to worship our Lord
through music! We have special music because
of our volunteers, so if you have a heart for
singing, playing instruments, or ringing
handbells, we would love to have you join us. We

MIKE KINSEY

IT ALL ADDS UP

call the office so we can schedule a gettogether for musicians.
As we look into the future. the Worship and
Music Arts program will be reviving the Boar's
Head Christmas Festival! A leadership
committee has been formed, and we look
forward to reaching out to our community to
share the story of our Savior's birth. Dates for
the Festival have been set for November 30,
December 1, and December 2. Look for more
information and ways to volunteer in future
News and Notes and Celebrate issues!

The ministries of St. John's have the privilege of
serving as witness of what God has done for
sinners, and of sharing that message with others
as His ambassadors. Standing on His Word,
holding onto His promises, and responding to His
command, we go with the message that He has
entrusted to us. Through the gifts of our time,

SUNDAY GIVING AT A GLANCE
16-17 YTD 1,640,361
17-18 YTD 1,593,089

talents, and treasures, we are able to share the
Good News of salvation to our community and to
the world.
We continue to make strides in completing the
fiscal year in the positive. The average weekly
giving has improved to $36,154. This is still short

April 16-17 $212,593
April 17-18 $246,961

of our budgeted weekly giving average of $37,308.
Help the mission and ministry of St. John's to
continue to be strong by helping us end our fiscal
year on budget. For contributions to count in the

March 16-17 $254,924
March 17-18 $143,850

2018 fiscal year, they must be in the office or
postmarked by June 30, 2018.
We rejoice that the construction phase of our
Beyond Our Horizon campaign is now complete,
and the new facilities are fully in use by our
ministries. We have received approximately 80%

Pledges Owed
21%

of pledged funds to date!
Members have also contributed over $47.000
unpledged gifts to Beyond our Horizon, bringing

Pledges
owed
21%

our total to over $100,000 unpledged gifts since
the campaign's start. We have borrowed from our
line of credit to pay our bills from construction,
but will pay back this amount from pledges

Pledges Paid
79%

received.
Remaining pledge balance statements will be
mailed out towards the end of July. Questions
about giving or pledges can be sent to myself or

Pledges Paid

Michelle Fox.
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missions
afar
2018 Scotland Mission
Team

The 2018 Mission team headed to Stirling, Scotland, is double the
size of last year's team. After the potential of last year's team was
realized, the Perry family felt a larger team could magnify the
outreach and evangelism opportunities presented in Scotland. The
2017 Stirling Mission Team reported the many ways they served in
Scotland, so what does this mean for St. John's?

Making Disciples
How does one go and make disciples, as Jesus
commanded? How does one apply what has
been learned? There is no better way than to
apprentice under those who are actively
making disciples. Being an apprentice allows
one to learn and do. Working under the Perry
family missionaries, the 2017 team learned how
to employ friendship evangelism in a largely
post-modern country. As the team worked
under the Perry's in the beginning, they soon
came to realize they were working with them.
Making friendship evangelism connections
themselves with the fire of the Holy Spirit,
brand new connections were made.
While the original eight team members from last year's team will return to Scotland this
year, they'll be taking with them eight new team members from St. John's who will learn
how to effectively disciple, and how to employ friendship evangelism, and perhaps also become trainers of
disciples such as the Perry's were with the 2017 team. Our congregation has learned from the Red Letter
Challenge that Jesus asks us to go and multiply disciples, as happened in the early Christian Church. While
limitations from physical to financial to other commitments prevent many from being able to serve as part of
the 2018 Scotland Mission Team, what our 2018 team learns and brings back to St. John's can be learned,
practiced, and taught throughout our church family. Relationship evangelism opportunities are here for
everyone--and the 2018 Scotland Mission Team plans to demonstrate what they learn on this trip upon their
return.
As the 2018 Scotland Mission team prepares for their departure, we ask that you continue to pray for and
support them as they now begin to study and train their hearts and minds for this trip.

& missions
at home
Arvin Red Letter Challenge

The St. John's Mission Task Force has a challenge to all of SJLC LIFEGroups (or to any individual who would like
to live the Red Letter Challenge): Pick an upcoming month to attend the 10:30 AM bilingual worship services at
St. John's Valley of Faith, and attend these services for the entire month. Because of the timing of the bilingual
service in Arvin, you can still attend our 8:30 AM service in Bakersfield and make it to Arvin with time to spare.
Your participation at SJVOF would be very much appreciated by our congregation in Arvin, and will increase the
feeling of support. Feel free to bring some treats and engage in fellowship after service. It's a great time to make
some new friends within our family!

From my perspective...

I went on my very first mission trip to Minot, ND in April
2013 (and again in August 2013). It was an awesome
experience, and when the Houston opportunity came up,
I couldn't wait to sign up to help people rebuild their
homes due to Hurricane Harvey.
At our first team meeting, I was pleased to see two of the
people I had gone to Minot with. I soon found out that
the housing arrangements would be different--a school
classroom at a church instead of cabins with 2-3 women.
A lot outside of my comfort zone, but I wasn't going to
let that stop me.
We ended up working on 2 houses a few blocks from
each other, in Katy, TX. The devastation was unreal-this particular area was flooded due to a levee release.
Our team consisted of six volunteers from SJLC, and 2
others from WA joined us.
The mission trip was indeed a blessing--being part of a
team helping people rebuild their homes, and getting to
know other volunteers, sharing meals, and devotions.
Many thanks to Salem Lutheran for the roof over our
heads and our meals. To God be the Glory.

Going on a mission is a life changing event. The first
change? Making the decision, through prayer, to go on
the mission. This is both exciting and scary--exciting
because you are going out and following Christ's
command to love (help) our neighbors. Scary because of
the unknown. However, through prayer and the
understanding that you are not expected to know
everything, the fear is quickly replaced by excitement.
There is a natural uncertainness in going on a mission,
but just being there and showing love is sufficient--and
the rest will follow.
A case in point, during our trip to Houston, our team
was assigned to work at a site where the owner had been
let down by other volunteer groups and various
government agencies. He was reluctant of any help, but
we left being called part of his family--through Christ's
love.
Mission trips can be rewarding to the people you are
helping and those you are helping. In His Service.

- Sam Vorhees
- Pam Roberts
(To read the full, life-changing mission stories of Pam and Sam, please visit sjlchurch.org/missions)

SUMMER NEWS

LOVE

God

|

LEARN

about

God

|

LEAD

friends

to

know

God

M-OSCARS PARTY
Our M-Oscars Party was a
fun spin on an Oscars
Awards Ceremony, only a
M-Oscars awards beautiful,
amazing moms! This year's
MOPS was overflowing with
M-Oscar winners! What a
fun year! Curious about our
St. John's MOPS group? Visit
sjlchurch.org/mops.

Every year we celebrate absorbing a a new 4th-turning-5thgrade generation into Kidz56! At the same time, we proudly and
sadly wring out our 6th graders and send them off to our SSM
program. Sponge night is a night of fun, celebrating an
awesome 2 years!
For more information about Kidz56, visit sjlchurch.org/kidz56.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL 2018
Discovering Jesus from
Eternity Past to
Eternity Future
Wouldn't it be amazing to
travel back in time and
witness epic events in history?
Imagine the thrill of meeting
great heroes of the faith, like
Abraham, Moses, or Gideon. Or the fun of experiencing life in ancient cultures like Rome. Or
the fascination of watching famous inventors make discoveries that change the world.
Now imagine traveling through time and meeting the most important man ever--a man who
was not just a man, but also God. One who turned the world upside down. Who existed
outside of time.
We'll do just that as we embark on TIME LAB. We'll use words beginning with "C" to help us
remember that Jesus, our forever faithful, loving, caring promise-keeping Lord, has been with
us always!

CLASSROOM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
sjlchurch.org/vbs_volunteer
Preschool and nursery services available for volunteers

VBS @ Arvin
We are planning to have a Gadget-tastic
family Vacation Bible School program at our
campus in Arvin. We're talking about 4 days
of learning how we are Uniquely Wired and
Wonderfully Made by God for His plan and
His purpose!
And with crafts, food, and music, it's hard to
not get excited about!
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Parent Volunteers
SSM needs you! Volunteers with willing
hearts who love students and the Lord are
needed both regularly and periodically for
jobs big and small. Contact Cary or Dereem
for more info.
Student Volunteers
Students in grade 7 or higher (and parents,
too) can volunteer to help at Vacation Bible
School, July 16 - 20! Sign up at
sjlchurch.org/vbs.

Facebook @ SSM
Insta us @stjohnsstudentministry

PRAYERS PLEASE
Please continue to pray for our SSM Summer
trips to Santa Cruz, CA, and Tijuana, Mexico:
That God would protect our travels, bless
our fellowship, and empower us to live
differently upon our return home to
Bakersfield!

Coming Events
JUNE 10

Sunday morning Remix Bible Class - 10 a.m. service
Sr. High Game Night @ The Garage - 6 - 8:00 p.m.

JUNE 13
Jr. High Game Night @ The Garage - 6 - 7:30 p.m.

JUNE 20

Jr. High Rush Night @ Rush Airsports - 6 - 7:30 p.m.

JUNE 22 - 25

Jr. High District Youth Gathering Trip - Santa Cruz, CA

JUNE 24

Sr. High Movie Night @ The Garage - 6 - 8:00 p.m.

JUNE 27
Jr. High Movie Night @ The Garage - 6 - 8:00 p.m.

Summer STEP UP to the
next grade level starts
June 10! 6th graders, we
welcome you to our SSM
family! For seniors,
you're still welcome to
participate throughout
the summer!

JULY 1 - 4

SSM Fireworks Fundraiser @ SJLC

JULY 8

Sunday morning Remix Bible Class - 10 a.m. service
Sr. High Movie Night @ Edwards Theater

JULY 11

Jr. High Laser Tag Night @ Respawn - 6 - 7:30 p.m.

JULY 15
Sr. High Laser Tag Night @ Respawn - 6 - 7:30 p.m.

JULY 18

Jr. High Escape Room Night @ Bakersfield Escape Room
6 - 7:30 p.m.

JULY 22
Sr. High Escape Room Night @ Bakersfield Escape Room
6 - 7:30 p.m.

JULY 26 - 30

Sr. High Mexico Mission Trip - Tijuana, Mexico

Stay in the loop with SSM

@ssmjrhigh for Jr. High
@ssmsrhigh for Sr. High
Text code to 810101 for updates!

June 10 & July 8

Jr. & Sr. High
Bible class
During 10 AM Service

CONGRATULATIONS

god's blessings to the following eighth
grade graduates:

grads!

Jilian Andreesen

Sydney Carrieri

Devin Jackson

Jacob Nopoles

Zachary Shanyfelt

Georgia Anderholt

Michael Cassidy

Scandra Jouda

Seidy Nieto

Ojas Sharma

Tori Anderson

Kailey Churchwell Abby Khoury

Claire Oberg

Avya Shukla

Rita Aziz

Corey DeBoer

Alex Little

Ysabela Oseda

Zale Smidt

Faith Bentz

Maggie Gless

Alysa Liu

Nicholas Palencia

Allie Stoner

Logan Berkowitz

Jake Hagerson

Ashleen Maha

Alex Puga

Bellynda Trinh

Kaiden Bowman

Kade Hagerson

Emma Meek

Andrew Quintana

Ashley Tyre

Alexis Brown

Kristina Herera

Hannah Meger

Kabira Rahal

Colin Walker

Abigail Carr

Elise Hoffman

Isabel Mejias

Alor Sahoo

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

For the past four years, SJLS has hosted a
recognition breakfast of coffee, fruit, and donut
holes for all of those who have volunteered for
any area of the elementary school during the
year. Over 150 invitations are mailed for this
event.
Our volunteers consist primarily of parents and
grandparents of students, but many other
friends are also seen around campus
throughout the year. We truly could not
operate without their helping hands!

DRIVING EDU ATION:
TANZANIA S NEW BUS
C

'

This school year, 316 children are attending MakumiraKilala English Medium School. The 116 pre-primary
children are three through five years old. There are 200
children in the primary school (grades 1-5). The people of St. John's are
sponsoring 232 of enrolled children.
The children use a wide variety of transportation methods to get to and
from school, but many of the students walk or are packed into vehicles.
Because the school is located along a major highway, these methods of
transportation are less than safe.
Early in 2017, a group from St. John's visited the school and witnessed
the goings and comings of the children to school. We voiced our concern to Head of School, Rev. Joel Malaki.
While he agreed the safety of the children was a deep concern for him, without the ability to purchase a bus,
there was no solution in sight. The team brought the need for a bus to the 2017 A Bountiful Affair, which was
then included as a live action item. Within minutes, the money was raised to purchase a bus for the school.
On May 21, 2018, we received the following message from Pr. Joel:
"I have good news. The School bus is with us since yesterday on 21 May 2018. Today our students drive with
the bus to school. We give thanks to God who enabled us. we also send to you and people of St. John's in
Bakersfield, California for your support. teachers, students and all workers are sending to you God's blessings.
Thanks,
Pr M. Joel"

Children's Center
Sign up for
summer fun
There's still room for this year's
summer program! Each 9-week
session will be filled with activities
to transform the lazy days of
summer into the learning days of
summer!
From space to storybooks to the
wild west, the kids will learn and
have fun each week! Our
enrollment is open to any child in
the community ages 2-5. Contact
Jackie at 661.664.9127, or go to
sjlchildrenscenter.org now.

On May 11th, we honored all the center's
mothers and grandmothers with a special
concert and treat. The children sang songs and
presented special gifts. We were so blessed to
have about 150 mothers, grandmothers, and
even dads in attendance.
Our Pre-K class put on their annual patriotic
concert on May 17th. They sang a variety of
patriotic songs and even recited facts about our
great country. We also honored all of our
veterans, law enforcement officers, and first
responders--we salute you and the sacrifices As we close the school year, we say goodbye to all our wonderful families and
wish them a blessed summer vacation!
you make for us!

Thanks to all who sponsored, contributed, and
participated in our day on the greens fore a purpose
Gold Sponsors

Cart Sponsor

S.C. Anderson, Inc | The Meger Family |
DCM Assets Management, LLC

Par 3 Sponsors

Silver Sponsor

Swanson Engineering, Inc | BCHS

JD Rush Company

Lunch Sponsor

Red/Black Sponsors

Barber Honda

Broken Yolk Cafe | Andrew C. Dreyer, DDS,
MS | Grimmway Farms | Mission Bank

Closest to the Pin
PPI Equipment Rentals (Men's) | Valley
Perforating Co. (Women's)

Hole in One Sponsor
Infiniti of Bakersfield

Driving Range Sponsor
Southwest Contractors

SJLS

Servicemaster at Bakersfield - The Mueller
Family

Dinner Sponsor
Atul Aggarwal MD Cardiology Clinic

All Volunteers, community supporters and donors, tee sign sponsors,
and I (HEART) SJLC contributors:
17th Street Cigar Co. | Kan Pai | Pandol Wines | Temblor Brewing Co | The
Tower Restaurant | Dignity Health | Frito-Lay | PepsiCo | MR Box, Inc | Pearson
Realty | Seaco Technologies | Spencer & Rhonda Peregoy | Process
Instruments & Controls | Vtech Support, Inc. | Bruce & Molly Buscana | George
and June Demos | Mike Fackler | Charlotte Vaughan | Jorge Villaluenga | Scott
& Cheryl Rossi | Bob & Charlotte Brandt

Welcomes

New Superintendent

This summer, Spencer Peregoy will bequeath leadership
of our schools to Superintendent Evan Anwyl. This will
be the first time in several years that a superintendent of
our schools has children at St. Johns. Riley will be joining
our seventh grade ranks this fall, and Timothy will be
entering fifth grade. Becca, Mr. Anwyl's wife, is a Speech
Language Pathologist, who will likely work locally in the
public education system.
The Anwyl family will be moving to Bakersfield this July
from Livermore, CA. They have spent the last five years at
Our Savior Lutheran School. Prior to that, Mr. Anwyl led a
school in Elk River, MN.
Mr. Anwyl boasts a great track record of leadership in
quality schools, as well as influence in the broader field
of education. We are excited for the culture he will help
cultivate as St. John's aims to raise up students who
excel not merely in academics, but also in life and faith.
Welcome, Anwyl family!

mite
boxes
L W M L

2 0 1 8

-

2 0 2 0

Thank you to everyone who brought
their Mite Boxes on Mite Sunday!
Please feel free to bring your boxes on
any Sunday. New Mite Boxes are
available at either of the Information
Centers, or at the Women's Ministry
Kiosk.

Because of your generous giving, all 2016 - 2018 Mite grants were paid.

LWML CNH

2018 - 2020 Grant Payment Order
1) Outreach to Chico State/Butte College Students

$2,200

2) K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry

$5,000

3) Ministry to Adults with Developmental Disabilities

$3,300

Redeemer Evangelical, Chico, CA

Light of the Valley, Elk Grove, CA

Redeemer, Atascadero, CA
4) New Hmong Ministry Plant in Fresno

Redeemer, Fresno, CA

$3,674

For a full list and detailed information on 2018-2020 grants, visit the website at
sjlchurch.org/mite
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Dear St. John's,
We have a lot of exciting news to share with
you this month (though I might guess that you LAW OFFICES OF LEON R. HARRIS III, ESQ. APC
may have heard much of it from my mom
already)! For those of you to whom the
LEON R. HARRIS III SBN: 111073
grapevine has not reached, on April 24, Call
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Day, Mikaela and I found out that I would be
MAYTE IVIE
receiving a call as Associate Pastor at Hosanna
PARALEGAL
Lutheran Church in Mesa, AZ. In my role there,
1144 7TH STREET
WASCO, CA 93280
I will be mainly focusing on family ministry,
serving the families in the congregation, as
PHONE: 661-240-5926
FAMILY LAW
FAX: 661-240-5929
well as serving those who attend our
ESTATE PLANNING/PROBATE
preschool (in addition to standard pastoral
CRIMINAL DEFENSE
EMAIL: LRH3ESQAPC@AOL.COM
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
MIVIELRH3@OUTLOOK.COM
duties such as preaching, leading Bible
studies, etc). It is very exciting, and I cannot
wait to begin serving there.
Our personal news is just as (if not more)
exciting! For a while now, it has been known
that we are expecting our first baby in late
September. We will be having a boy named
Josiah Timothy, and are beyond thrilled to say
that everything looks healthy and normal, and
we are excited to have our family grow as we
begin our new stage of life at Hosanna.
At this point, I want to say thank you to all of
you at St. John's. Over the last eight years your
prayers and financial support have been a
huge blessing. To me, St. John's will always be
home, and I cannot thank you enough for all
you have done for me.
On June 10, I will be officially ordained into the
office of the holy ministry. It is a momentous
occasion that will take place at St. John's, and I
would appreciate each of you attending.
In the name of Christ our Savior,
Nicholas and Mikaela Duerr.

