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Where is He leading
our next steps?

Bible
Study

Arvin Mission Update
Two months ago, Pastor Trini and the Castaneda
family departed Arvin. Many questions have been
asked, but more importantly, has anything happened
since?

Women’s Wednesday Night Bible Study—
Join us Wednesday evenings from 6-7:30 PM
in the Bride’s Room for a 6-week study along
with the entire church for the Red Letter
Challenge. Study begins April 11. For more
information, contact Jillian Fritch-Stump
(661.378.3503)

In one word? YES!
Worship continues in Arvin as a combination of lay
leadership from Bakersfield join to lead worship,
preach, lead music, and teach Sunday School. We are
incredibly grateful to these faithful volunteers. The
blessing in that worship attendance has not been
adversely affected throughout this transition.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study—Join us
beginning April 11 from 9-11:00 AM in the
Worship Center Lobby for our new study, A
New Song, which provides us with faith
narratives written by real women facing real
life issues. Study based on Biblical Psalms.
Childcare is provided. For information, contact
Cary Elliott (661.589.5293)

Bible study, youth mentoring, and community outreach
all continue throughout the week. Again, through
faithful leadership by many from both Arvin and
Bakersfield.
As we look at the present at St. John’s Valley of Faith,
God is continuing to provide for His people in amazing
ways. We thank God for this, as we have had to adjust
quickly to this new reality, and are continuously
learning as we go.

Save the Date!—The annual
Men’s Fishing Trip to June
Lake will be June 22-24th.
Sign-ups will open soon, so
mark your calendar! For more
information, call Clete Harper
(661.979.6488). Don’t miss
out on this awesome 3-day
weekend of fun and
fellowship!

As we look at the future for St. John’s Valley of Faith,
we have a combination of both “knowns” and
“unknowns”. We know Jesus is still Lord of His
Church. We also know that St. John’s Bakersfield has a
heart for mission and ministry in Arvin. What we do
not yet know is what leadership in Arvin will look like
moving forward. We continue to look for the names of
faithful ministry leaders nationwide (and even
internationally). However, we also know it could be
just as possible that the very answer we are seeking
may be to raise up leaders from within the ministry in
Arvin for service.

Don’t miss out!
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to stay
connected, be in the know, and see what’s
coming up!

The Holy Spirit continues to be at work, creating and
strengthening faith in Arvin. We will continue to seek
God’s guidance as we move forward together, and our
vision for kingdom work in Arvin would reflect His
vision.

Facebook.com/SJLCBakersfield
Or
@sjlcbakersfield
Have an event everyone needs to know about? Email the
details to llackey@sjlchurch.org now!
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Easter with Our Family
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Financial Update
Mike Kinsey, Director of Finance & HR

Serving Bakersfield

HIS (Hearts In Service) served breakfast
once again at St. Vincent de Paul on
March 17th. We had a great turnout and
fed (once again) over 200 hungry souls.
This was our final date for this particular
service project. All dates for the rest of
the year are filled! Praise God that there
are so many wonderful folks in
Bakersfield who are willing to feed these
homeless, hungry people. Our ongoing
projects include Just One More, where
you buy an extra item each time you
shop and add it to a blue “Just One
More” bag at home. When the bag is full
(bags available at our kiosk), bring it to
us. We are always in need of more
blessings bags—they are distributed
faster than we can build them! Life
groups are encouraged to assemble them
(take advantage of Thrivent Community
Action team grants). Lists of suggested
items are available at our kiosk. For
those of you who would like to donate to
our supply closet, we are in need of
Vienna Sausages, loaded potato soup
(Progresso), fruit pouches, pop-top fruit
cans, and beef jerky. We will soon be
starting the “Change for A Change” for
the Bakersfield Pregnancy Center on
Mother’s Day. Start collecting those
coins! HIS appreciates all of your
support, whether through donations,
service, or prayers. If you are interested
in joining our work, come to the kiosk
and introduce yourself. We welcome all
new members!
CELEBRATE!

On Easter Sunday, we celebrated the gifts of life, joy, and
salvation that Jesus won for us on the cross and within the empty
tomb. “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as
Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might
walk in newness of
life.” (Ephesians 6:4). It
is our duty, therefore, to
thank, praise, and serve
God through the gift of
time, the gift of talents,
and the gift of the
treasure that He has
given us. Our budgeted giving for this fiscal year is $1,940,050.
To meet our budget, we must average $37.309 in giving each
week. Since the last issue of Celebrate!, our weekly average
giving has decreased slightly to $34,349 each week. Offerings in
January and February were up slightly from the 2016/2017 fiscal
year by $5,004 and $12,342, respectively. We are currently
$29,434 ahead of giving over last fiscal year a this time.

As we celebrate completion of our final project of the Beyond our
Horizon capital campaign, we are tremendously blessed by the
outpouring of support for our
mission and ministry to the
Bakersfield community here at
St. John’s. While the building
projects are completed, we
continue to rejoice as funding
toward our pledges comes in.
We have pledges of
$6,030,387 for the projects of
Beyond our Horizon. To date,
we have received $4,701,211
of the pledged amount. This
means we have received 78%
of the pledged amount as of the end of February.
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What’s Happening on Campus?
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Every spring at SJLC we are thrilled to celebrate the completion of Confirmation for
another group of our youth. This year, we will celebrate twenty-six Confirmands at the
annual Confirmation Service on Saturday, April 14 at 11 AM in the Worship Center.
These young men and women will join 60+ years and hundreds of previous Confirmands
who have completed this year-long program which takes them deeper into their faith and
the specific tenants of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) that we belong to at
SJLC.
We have three goals for the Confirmation
program at SJLC to equip students to
fulfill their call into the church:
 Confirm your Baptism: Whether
baptized as infants or later in life,
Confirmation is an opportunity to
review and better understand the key
commitments we make to live a life
serving and worshiping Jesus Christ.
We focus on applying a deeper
understanding of these commitments,
so students understand the basis of
their Christian beliefs.
 Become a member of SJLC and
LCMS: We do not stand alone at
SJLC. We are a member of the
international church organization,
LCMS. We have specific beliefs,
based on scripture about the
Sacraments, Creeds, the Ten
Commandments, the Trinity, prayer,



Solas, the Church Year, tithing,
serving, forgiveness, love, marriage,
and more. Through the course of the
year, Confirmands learn that we at
SJLC, through the LCMS, specifically
believe about these topics from
scripture.
Become a Christian Leader: The
Holy Spirit works through all of us
for the glory of God. Often our youth
believe that to serve the Church as a
leader, they have to be in one of those
very public positions such as Pastor or
music leader. In fact, there are
countless opportunities every day for
our youth of all ages to share the love
of Christ and model what we believe
as Christians. We work to teach
Confirmands that leadership
opportunities for the Glory of God are
in front of them every day.

Confirmands spend the year applying
the first two goals of the class to
opportunities they have in their daily
lives to serve God as Christian
Leaders. This includes understanding
what they believe to effectively lead
prayer, knowing the differences
between Christianity and other faiths,
answering questions about SJLC/
LCMS, tithing of our resources and
time, offering forgiveness, trusting
God’s plan for our lives, inviting
others to church, attending church
regularly, reading God’s Word, living
a life of faith, dealing with
temptation, and serving the church
through serving others.
Please join us in congratulating the
Confirmation Class of 2018 (and their
families) on the completion of this great
step!

We celebrated Easter at SJ Kidz Ministry
with a Sunday School lesson declaring the
truth that Jesus is alive! God sent Jesus to
rescue us from the consequences of our sin.
This week, we want to be sure
that every child leaves knowing
how much God loves them and
made a way for them to have a
relationship with Him forever.
After Sunday School Families
enjoyed a fun Easter egg hunt.
He is Risen He is Risen Indeed!!

CELEBRATE!

6

April/May 2018

As a mom, I have gone
through the all of the
emotions between “I’m
ROCKIN this mom thing”
to “Who in the world
thought I should be a
mom?!” What helped me
survive the ups and downs of motherhood was
the group MOPS (Mother of Preschoolers) at
St. John’s. I could count on the monthly
gatherings of women to be a reminder that I
wasn’t alone and that I had access to women
who loved me and wanted to do life with me
and my family. If you are looking for a group
of women who will do life with you, come to
one or all of the next St. John’s MOPS
gatherings on April 12 & 26, or May 10 & 24.
You will enjoy brunch, crafts, and great
conversation with moms who are looking
forward to meeting you.
If you have any questions, contact:
Lorraine Davis 665-7815
ldavis@sjlchurch.org

Kidz 56 spent time on St. Patrick's Day serving at Bakersfield Pet Food
Pantry who’s mission is “...to help our community by providing temporary
assistance of pet food to families suffering financial hardships, low income
seniors, disabled and homeless individuals.” Kidz 56ers bagged dog food to
help with this mission. If you have a 5th or 6th grader who you would like
to get involved with Kidz 56, our schedule can be found on
www.sjlchurch.org/kidz56. Our next meetings will be April 20, May 5,
May 17, and May 18 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. at St. John’s! We can’t wait to
see you there!
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Check out these Hume Lake Winter Camp photos!

Sr. High Summer
Mexico Mission Trip
July 26-30, 2018
Cost: $625 (or $325*)
*After Mission Board subsidization for active SSM participants.
Come build a home for a needy family!
Open to graduated 8th graders-12th graders.
Passport required. Mandatory Pre-Mission
Meetings on June 18 & July 9.
Get Info & Register at:
sjlchurch.org/mexico
Registration Closes May 10!
Fundraising & Scholarships available.
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All Jr. & Sr. High students are welcome to hang
out, play games, and buy snacks during
Garage hours.
Wed., Apr. 4

Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 PM

Sun., Apr. 8

Sunday Morning Remix 10:00 AM
Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 PM

Jr. High Summer
District Youth Gathering
Get Info & Register at:
sjlchurch.org/dyg2018
Registration Closes May 10!
Open to incoming 7th graders to
graduated 8th graders! Cost: $375
Fundraising & Scholarships available.
Questions? choff@sjlchurch.org or dhoff@sjlchurch.org
or 661-665-7815

Summer: “Step up” to the
next grade level, starting
June 10! Sixth graders, we
welcome you into our SSM
family at this time!
Seniors, you’re still
welcome to participate in
SSM events throughout

Mon., Apr. 9

Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 PM

Wed., Apr. 11

Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 PM

Sun., Apr. 15

Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 PM

Mon., Apr. 16

Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 PM

Wed., Apr. 18

Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 PM

Sun., Apr. 22

Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 PM

Mon., Apr. 23

No Garage Hours due to SJLS
Golf Tournament

Wed., Apr. 25

Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 PM

Sun., Apr. 29

Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 PM

Mon., Apr. 30

Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 PM

Wed., May 2

Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 PM

Sun., May 6

Sunday Morning Remix 10:00 AM
Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 PM

Mon., May 7

Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 PM

Wed., May 9

Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 PM

Thur., May 10

Registration Closes for Summer Trips

Fri., May 11

6th Grade Only Garage Hours
3:15-5:00 PM

Sun., May 13

No Sr. High Youth Group due to
Mother’s Day

Mon., May 14

No Garage Hours due to Yosemite Trip

Wed., May 16

No Jr. High Youth Group due to
Yosemite Trip

Sun., May 20

No. Sr. High Youth Group
(Finals Week)

Mon., May 21

Last Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 PM

Stay in the loop with SSM!
Text @ssmjrhigh to 81010 to receive Jr. High updates.
Text @ssmsrhigh to 81010 to receive Sr. High updates.
CELEBRATE!
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SJLS Saints Make News Headlines
SJLS Saints dominate academic competitions throughout the valley and the state!
MathCounts – Congratulations to our MathCounts
championship team of Alysa Liu, Kabir Rahal, Alor Sahoo, and
Avya Shukla who came in 1st place overall at the Chapter
Competition at CSUB last Friday. Alor Sahoo finished as the
MathCounts Individual Champion and Avya Shukla finished in
third place. Harjaisal Brar finished 9th place in the Countdown
Round. In Riverside, our team ranked13th out of 34 teams! Alor
Sahoo ranked 3rd out of over 160 students and finished 2nd in
the Countdown Round. Thanks to Mr. Rabi Sahoo and Mrs.
Shanyfelt for their leadership! This is the third year in a row
SJLS has won the Chapter Championship.
Honor Band, Orchestra and Choir – We are
pleased to announce that the following students
were accepted to the Kern County Honor Music
Awards. Honor Band: Vee Aggarwal, Kailey
Churchwell, Benjamin Young and Honor
Orchestra: Sophie Khuu, Alysa Liu, and Sam
Wisnoff. Honor Choir: Devin Jackson, Ysabela
Oseda, and Ashley Tyre. Congratulations! This
is a great honor! They performed with other
Kern County students at the Kern County
Honor Music Festival on February 24.
5th Annual BCHS Knowledge Bowl
Champions! – Saturday, March 3, two
teams from St. John’s competed in the
BCHS Knowledge Bowl. Both teams
qualified and won the championship
match in their respective divisions –
Congratulations!
7/8th Team: Luke Dreyer, Sohie Khuu,
Alysa Liu, Claire Oberg, and Zach
Shanyfelt – Coach Jason Weiss
5/6th Team: Marcos Ikino, Danny Puga,
Luke Salvo, Lauren Trinh, and Emory
Vazquez – Coach Susan Howard

California History Day—Charlie Stump, a
7th grade Saint, recently placed first at the
California History Day competition for his
essay on “Harlem Hellfighters”. His essay
chronicled the story of the African-American
soldiers who served in the US military
during World
War II, and their
lasting impact
on our American
culture. Next
month, Charlie
will travel to
Sacramento for
the statewide
competition and
a chance to
qualify for the
national
competition.

Science Bowl – Three teams of
students in grades 6-8 competed at the
Central Coast Regional Middle School
Science Bowl at Cal Poly in San Luis
Obispo on March 3. Out of 17 teams,
amongst the final results shone some
amazing Saints! Our teams placed
wonderfully: 1st Place: Alor Sahoo,
Avya Shukla, Alex Puga, Ojas Sharma,
Kabir Rahal; 4th Place: Rhea Sharma,
Vaibhav Aggarwal, Harjaisal Brar,
Ashleen Mahal; 7th Place: Devon Shah,
Karan Kalha, Samya Sharma, Arhan
Aggarwal, Sameer Eppanapally, and
Mihir Patel. Our first place team will
compete at the national championship
in Washington D.C. in April! Thanks
to coach Rabi Sahoo for his dedication
and leadership! Congratulations,
students!

Kern County Science Fair – Congratulations to our Kern County Science Fair
participants! The results are:
Connor Ashton (7)—2nd place, Environmental Science | Rhea Sharma (7)—3rd place,
Molecular Biology | Harjaisal Brar (6)—1st place, Electronics | Anneliese Sullivan (5)
—2nd place, Thermodynamics | Seema Kalha (5)—3rd place, Behavior Science
|Peter Sullivan (6)—3rd place, Applied Mechanics | Danny Puga (6)—Honorable
Mention, Molecular Biology | Bellynda Trinh (6)—3rd place, Product Science | Alex
Puga (8)—1st place, Physics
Great job to Vincent Carnegie (6) and Michael Cassidy (8) who participated but didn’t
place. Way to go, Saints!
CELEBRATE!
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Just Roll With It
On Wednesday, March 14th, the 5th grade Saints presented their personally architected Skate Parks to potential “investors” and students. These
skate parks were the culminating activity in their Forces & Motion study,
designed for students to investigate various properties of force
and motion.
Students investigated friction,
potential and kinetic energy, and
gravity. They applied this and
built several individual obstacles
and, studying the effects these
had on a marble, the students
were then tasked with designing and
constructing their own custom skate
park, inclusive of many of the exciting
obstacles they had previously tested.
Each park was its own marvel, and
students enjoyed showing off their
work!

Everything is Seuss-tastic
We can’t believe it’s been a year, but on March 1st we celebrated our Parent Appreciation Breakfast.
This year’s theme was Dr. Seuss’ storybooks, in celebration of Dr. Seuss’ 114th birthday. As the tradition for
our breakfast, the junior high students and the church administrative team, help serve our wonderful families.
The families were treated to a yummy breakfast, which consisted of waffles, sausage and fruit. It was
delicious! We served 50 families from the Children’s Center. St. John’s Children’s Center had our annual
centerpiece contest. Each class makes their own centerpiece and the families get to judge which one is the
best. It was a tight contest this year; however, our Soaring Eagles Pre-K class came out victorious. Their
reward was a fabulous pizza party. A good time was had by all! We cannot wait for next year!
On April 3rd, St. John’s Children’s Center will begin registration for our Sensational Summer
Program. Each of our 9 week summer sessions will be filled with activities to transform the lazy days of
summer into the learning days of summer! Each session will provide the chance for your little ones to
experience theme related vocabulary words and facts, music, science, pretend play, creative art experiences,
counting, color and shapes, sounds, letter recognition, small group experiences, large group experiences, meet
old and new friends, experience on-site field trips, and most importantly, to have fun! Some of the themes
this year are: Space, Storybook Week, Robot Week, Animal Planet, It’s a Small World, Backyard Fun, Wild
West Week, and Pirate Week! Our summer enrollment is open to the community, ages 2-5 years. If you are
interested, contact Jackie at 664-9127, or visit our website for more information. Sjlchildrenscenter.org
By Cheri Mosley, Assistant Director
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Fun Fellowship Events & Bible Studies

Opportunities to Make Friends,
Learn, and Be Supported
Who We Are
Women’s Ministry is no longer a
“Board”. Instead, we are a TEAM!
We do not have appointed positions.
We will accept help in whatever
area ladies are gifted—join us for a
one-time event, or as much and as
often as you’d like to contribute! We
welcome your attendance, input, and
help!
Our meetings are the first Tuesday
of the month in the Bride’s Room in
the Worship Center, at 5:30 PM,
lasting no more than an hour. Please
come join us!
For more information, please contact Kristin Faure (661.342.5902),
Deb Wood (661.472.2443) or Jenny
Ballard (661.444.3604). We look
forward to seeing you!
Wonderful news! We have paid another grant! Yes, we paid Grant #12—Childcare
Scholarships for High School Parents—to St. John’s Lutheran Church, Fallon,
Nevada, for $6,600. The photo is a collage of the presentation that took place on
Sunday, March 11 at St. John’s to Mona Timmons, Director of Room to Grow Child
Care Center, and Pastor Alan R. Hilton. All the ladies of the LWML were also
present. Denise Moorman, St. John’s LWML President, presented the check. Next to
her is Sylvia Dankers, Treasurer for St. John’s LWML. It is a thrill to fund our faithful
ladies in Fallon. They sent their thank you’s to all who collect mites!
Speaking of collecting mites, by the end of February we funded Grant #12, Mission
Outreach to Children of N/A Single Mothers, a grant project at First Lutheran, Yuba
City, California, for $3,120. We are halfway to funding the roof on the preschool for
Messiah Lutheran
Church, Ewa
Beach, Hawaii,
Grant #14, then
only grants #15
and #16 to go!

LWML CNH
Convention
April 27-29
Join us for inspiration and fun!
Registration begins mid-February.
Fremont/Newark Doubletree Hotel

Check us out: facebook.com/groups/SJLCWomen
CELEBRATE!
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We want YOU on our “Tee-m”
Monday, April 23
The 24th Annual St. John’s Golf Tournament at Seven Oaks Country Club
will be here before we know it! We encourage you to register now as a
sponsor and/or player. Several sponsorship opportunities are still available.
This is a wonderful time to hit the greens together and raise funds to help keep
tuition costs low and support our financial assistance program. Register now
online at sjlschool.org/golf!
Not a golfer? Not a problem! You can also participate in this event in at least
three other ways!
1) 50/50 Opportunity—Tickets for a 50/50 Cash Prize Drawing are now
available for pre-sale. The cost is $20 for 1 ticket, or $100 for 6 tickets.
Tickets may be purchased in both the school and Children’s Center offices
(checks payable to SJLS). You need not be present to win! The drawing
will take place at the dinner following the Golf Tournament on April 23.
2) Dinner—Our Mexican-themed dinner is always deliciously-festive, and
follows the Golf Tournament at Seven Oaks on Monday, April 23.
Enticing raffle and auction packages will also be available for you to
peruse. This is a wonderful time for fellowship and fun! Ole! Dinner
tickets may be purchased for $25 per person. Click on the “REGISTER”
button at sjlschool.org/golf, or stop by the school or Children’s Center
offices to pick up your ticket today!
3) Free Dress for a Week—Is uniform gloom hindering those springtime
rainbows of self-expression? Lavish your student(s) with free dress for the
week of April 23-27! The cost of $125 for a single child, or $150 for all
siblings in a given family. Please make checks payable to SJLS and
submit to the school office. Free Dress is redeemable April 23-27 only.
Thank you for taking the time to support St. John’s Lutheran School and
Children’s Center! We look forward to the success of this year’s Golf
Tournament and Dinner Auction, and we couldn’t do it without your support!

MINISTRY STAFF
Dennis Hilken … Pastor
dhilken@sjlchurch.org
Eric Van Scharrel … Pastor
evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org
Spencer Peregoy … Director of
Operations, School Superintendent
speregoy@sjlchurch.org
Cheri Mosley …
Interim Director, Children’s Center
cmosley@sjlchurch.org
Brian Scheller …
Director, Worship and Music Arts
bscheller@sjlchurch.org
Chris Cawthon …
Director, Worship and Technical Arts
ccawthon@sjlchurch.org
Lorraine Davis …
Kidz Ministry Team Lead
ldavis@sjlchurch.org
Stacey Persons …
Kidz Ministry Team
spersons@sjlchurch.org
Cary Hoff …
Student Ministry Team Lead
choff@sjlchurch.org
Dereem Hoff …
Student Ministry Team
dhoff@sjlchurch.org
George Bruick …
Young Adult Ministry/Worship Arts
gbruick@sjlchurch.org
Mike Kinsey …
Director of Finance & HR
mkinsey@sjlchurch.org

Blessings Always,
Pattie Yee and Amanda Mojibi
Special Events Coordinator & Co-Coordinator, St. John’s Lutheran School

Baptisms

Dwayne Clemans, CSP …
Facilities Manager
dclemans@sjlchurch.org

HOW TO REACH US

With great joy, we welcome
Vivienne Berkovich

Callie Daddario

Desiree Mackall

Samuel Cawthon

Landon Daddario

Hailey Mackall

Ellie Cole

Bryce Howeth

Everleigh Zdarko

Ethan Cole

Austyn Mackall

Ezra Cole

Braedon Mackall

4500 Buena Vista Road
Bakersfield, CA 93311-9702
Phone: 661-665-7815
Email: office@sjlchurch.org
Web page: www.sjlchurch.org

SUBMITTING ARTICLES
Articles may be submitted by mail, email
(llackey@sjlchurch.org), or delivery to the
church office. Celebrate! is published six
times per year. Contact the office for
deadline information. Submitted material
may be edited for space or content.

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP

If you haven’t been bapƟzed and would like to be, or would like to speak
with a pastor about bapƟsm, contact Debbie at 661.665.7815 or via email at
dholbrook@sjlchurch.org.
CELEBRATE!
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Our Seminarian’s Report

Worship Services & Bible Studies

Hello, St. John’s!

Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday

The last two months can be defined by “anticipation”. April
24th is Call Day, and that is when we will learn where our first
call will be. Rumors, guesses, and stories of mythical churches
have been swirling though the concluding class, and at this
point it is a veritable hurricane. All of this has lent to a steadily
building tension amongst the students. And while all of this
anticipation is somewhat stressful, we are very excited to learn
about what God has in store for our future.
But focusing a bit more on the present, anticipation is still
applicable. On March 15th, Mikaela’s school had their
musical—of which she is overall in charge.—and so the months
of February and the first half of March were spent in practices
and rehearsals, teaching the kids all of the songs and
choreography as well as working on sets and blocking. All of
the hard work paid big dividends, and the musical was
astoundingly well done. As amazing as it was, it was somewhat
bittersweet knowing that we would not be back next year and
Mikaela would not be able to participate.
One other anticipation for us was our spring break. For the first
time, our spring breaks actually lined up! Since we have the
time now and don’t know when the next time we will have an
opportunity like this, we decided to take a vacation and go to
some new places. We decided that visiting some national parks
would be the perfect way to spend some time together. So we
spent a few nights in the Smoky Mountains, exploring some
very different mountains than the ones we are used to. On our
way out we stopped at Mammoth Caves in Kentucky to see one
of the largest
natural cave
systems in the
world. Both
were wonderful
opportunities to
see some of
God’s majestic
works in His
creation. It was
a great way to
get away from
all of the
different anticipations for a few days.
On a final note, if you are interested in following our Call Day
proceedings, the Seminary will be live streaming the call
service. If you would like to watch it, go to callday.csl.edu on
April 24th at 7:00 CDT (5:00 CA time) to learn where God will
be sending us to serve in His church. Otherwise, we will be
announcing it ourselves shortly after. Either way, we are
extremely grateful for all of the support you have given us over
so many years.
In the name of Christ our savior,

Classic Grace Worship 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary
Family Worship 10:00 a.m. Worship Center
For the most up-to-date information on available
groups, please see the News & Notes on our website
at sjlchurch.org/nnn or call the office, 665-7815.

-Nicholas and Mikaela Duerr
You may support our seminary student by making a
tax deductible payment through sjlchurch.org/giving,
or by a memo notation on your check or the front
of your envelope for “seminary education.”
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4500 Buena Vista Road
Bakersfield CA 93311-9702
661-665-7815
www.sjlchurch.org
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