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WHAT'S NEW AT SJVOF
DESIGN

BAPTISMS AT ST. JOHN'S
With great joy, we welcome:
Alera Castillo
Cali & Kolton Collins
James Evans
Sierra Fox
Asher Paulk
Maverick Rathe
MaryEllen Smith
Forrest Starrett
Brooklyn, Noah, & Thomas Taylor
If you haven't been baptized and would like
to be, or would just like to speak with a
Pastor about baptism, contact Debbie at
661.665.7815 or via email at
dholbrook@sjlchurch.org.
Ready to schedule your baptism? Schedule
it now at sjlchurch.org/baptizeme

BIG NEWS. EVERY MONTH.
Next time you stop by SJVOF for
Sunday morning service, don't
forget to pick up their monthly
newsletter. That's right! SJVOF
will have their own monthly
newsletter starting September
2, 2018!
EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY
Due to the very generous
donations provided by SJLC and
SJVOF members leading up to
the July 15 Food Distribution at
SJVOF, an Emergency Food
Pantry has been established!
SJVOF members are developing
the guidelines that will be used
to meet the emergency food
needs of fellow members, as
well as other Arvin community
members. These food baskets
contain staples such as rice,
beans, canned veggies, and
frozen chicken, and can provide
for a family of four for up to 5
days.

SAY YES TO THE FOURTH
YEAR OF SAY Y.E.S.!
The SAY Y.E.S. program is about
to begin it's fourth year! This
year's activities began on
August 23, 2018, with a SAY YES
Mentor Luncheon, hosted by
Pam Schallock. During the
luncheon, Pam provided an
overview for the upcoming
year's SAY YES goals, which will
include a greater emphasis on
academics. Participant
enrollment is currently
underway.
Those seeking information
regarding registration, or those
interested in participating as a
mentor, should contact Pam
Schallock, Pat Mossman, or
Erika Narvaez. The program will
officially begin on Thursday,
September 13, 2018 with
normal hours of 3:00 pm to
5:00 p.m.

CONNECTIONS
Connections, a pre-membership
requirement, is a class that assists
prospective SJLC members with
identifying and understanding our
desire and mission as a church.
Attendees of Connections are not
obligated to become members after
class.
Our next connections class will take
place on Saturday, September 22,
2018 from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at
the Event Center. Lunch and snacks
will be provided for all participants.
Please contact Pam Roberts at
661.665.7815 if you are interested in
attending!

KNOW MORE?
TELL MORE!
Send us your story... recommend
a story ... be part of the SJLS Story!
Email submissions to:
communications@sjlchurch.org

BACK 2 SCHOOL
WHO ARE THE SAINTS OF 2018 / 2019?
This year, we at St. John's welcomed 430 students to our campus on August 15, 2018. Of
those 430 students, 86 are brand new to the St. John's Lutheran School family of Saints.

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY

St. John's Lutheran School welcomed some

amazing new staff to the family this year. Here's what three of them want you to know!

Mrs. Sc an lon
I've been married for 26 years (we met at BC)
and my daughter, Lexi, is a sophomore at
Pepperdine University. I've been in Christian
education for ~ 17 years. I love, love, love (!)
books and coffee--can't get enough of either
one! This is a dream job, being surrounded by
books and kids to whom we can install a
passion for learning and reading. PLUS, we
get to talk about God (and it's totally legal).

Ms. Green
I am blessed to be an aunt
to a nephew named Joshua
and a niece named Emily.
In my free time, I love to
visit them in Burbank. I am
also a dog mom to a puppy
named Winston. I am
passionate about showing
God's love, and about
teaching His word to
children. I am so excited to
join the St. John's Lutheran
School Family.

Mrs. Ouellette
I've been married 12 years and we have 3
girls: Kaylee, Kylie, and Kennedy. In my free
time, I love reading and like to workout and
do fitness competitions. I'm originally from
Boston, and played softball in college. I am
a Boston sports fan through and through.
I've always had a passion for teaching little
ones, and am thrilled for an amazing school
year!

"It is not
good for
man to be
alone" - God

LESSONS
WITH A LIFE
GROUP

WITH LONGEVITY
BY PASTOR ERIC VAN SCHARREL
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LESSONS WITH A LIFE GROUP
morning studies, and LIFEgroups.
This year is no different. Our goal is that every
person connected to the ministry of St. John's
would have the opportunity to connect to
God's word beyond Sunday morning. Not know
more, but to know God deeper.

Long-running relationships like this are rare
blessings. Or, maybe not. Because our
LIFEgroup has only been together three years,
not thirty-one. And we've seen people go
through some stuff, too--both blessings and
difficulties.

THE LONGEST-RUNNING LIFEGROUP

LIFE TOGETHER IS HARD

A few months ago, I had a chance to speak with
a few people from the longest-running
LIFEgroup at St. John's. They started as a
"covenant group" (kind of like Vegas - we pledge
to meet together, and what happens in
covenant group stays in covenant group - but
hopefully a little more wholesome) back in 1987.
A lot has happened in the world since 1987, but a
lot has also happened in the lives of those in the
group.
I had a chance to look at a slideshow of pictures
of that group. It's a snapshot of their life
together. And it hasn't been all roses. There
have been a few funerals in the past thirty-one
years. And cancer scares and hospitalizations.
But there have also been weddings and vow
renewals and trips and golf outings. And time in
God's Word. And times where they rolled up
their sleeves and served together.

It's easy to gather together and worship with a
few hundred people. It's much harder to invite
them into your life. To let them see the inside
of your refrigerator. To risk them looking for a
knife and seeing what's in your "junk drawer"
(you know you have one). To share a prayer
request, trusting others to glimpse something
that pains your heart or keeps you up at night.
To surround yourself with other people that
aren't just like you. To let them see your heart,
what breaks it, and what gets you out of bed in
the morning.
This is life together, and this is what we're
inviting you to experience. Because as hard as
life together can be, after God made a
companion for man, the only thing that wasn't
good - isolation - was made complete ...

JESUS
"...God saw all that He had made,
and it was very good."

Last night, the team met for dinner--our first meal since returning from
Stirling, Scotland. It was so good to be together again (although we
missed the three who couldn't join us). When you are part of a mission,
your team becomes another family.
While listening to the team's recollections of seeing God's hand at work in
Stirling, someone also shared seeing His hand during our pre-trip
preparation here at home. I was happy to hear that some of this year's
team experienced what Tony & I did last year--that when you give with the
right intention, you feel like you receive more than you give. Last year's
trip was in the middle of our cancer journey, and I can't talk about one
without the other. God gave me so many of His love notes before and
during last year's trip that recalling them brings back the awe of how... no
matter how many people there are in this world... God loves each so much
that He wants to make Himself known and to show His love to each and
every one of us just like He's done for me, time and again, in the most
difficult times in my life.
Missy Perry shared YWAM's mission statement with us: "To know God
and make Him known." Whenever I talk about John and MIssy, I get chills.
I get chills because they live their faith every day in a way I'm still aspiring
to do. To get to be a small part of that alongside them is an amazing
blessing. I saw God working through each team member, sometimes in
ways they had no idea of how much of a blessing they were.

FOLLOW
"When you are
part of a mission,
your team
becomes another
family"

ME

Reflection by Joan Shackelford
The most fascinating thing that happened to me in Scotland was the
friendship I formed with a woman visiting Stirling from another country.
"Maria" came up to me on the 2nd day of the King's Fayre, and we
spoke a very long time before her fiancee, "George" joined the
conversation, followed by my husband Tony. We must have talked for 30
minutes before Maria and George left with a tentative plan to meet that
night at a pub.
When we arrived at the pub, Maria and George were already waiting for
us. We talked and connected so well that I felt like Maria was a long-time
friend. We visited for quite a while that night, and found we had some
special things in common. I was able to share with Maria how God had
carried me through the journey with Tony's cancer last year--speaking
faith, hope, and love. Pub ministry in Stirling is a real thing!
Maria doesn't Facebook, but George does, so we "became friends" and
have since kept in touch via email. Even though I don't know her stance
on faith yet, I think the day will come that I do. And I pray that whatever
God is doing between us, that He blesses our friendship. He has already
blessed me with at least four new friends from around the globe, and
closer friendships with more of my friends in Scotland and at St. John's.
Coming home, Sara said she really wanted to live with INTENTION
every day, as John and Missy do. The sermon the following Sunday
echoed that goal and the truth that all of us are on a mission field every
day. That truth hit home again today at the movie theater. I was wearing
a Celtic cross I bought in Sterling. The attendant said to me, "I like your
necklace" and then pulled a similar cross pendant from under his collar.
We visited briefly, and it was a cool reminder to me that people are
always watching. That walking the walk is so much more important than
talking the talk. In light of that, Jesus' command to follow me is a daily
choice all of us are called to make.

In the middle of our time in Stirling, Scotland, John and Missy
asked me to be the speaker at Church. It was a complete
surprise to me. After having spent time with them and being
prayed for by the time, I accepted...albeit very reluctantly.
I had done a lot of speaking in former churches for women's
ministries, but I could never relax and I had always prepared
way ahead of time. This time, as I sat down to put my
thoughts together, I found they just flowed. For the first time,
when I spoke at the church the following Sunday, I was the
calmest I had ever been while speaking publicly. I felt the
Holy Spirit as I spoke with the congregation.
I shared that my childhood was not at all typical, and yet
despite that, I learned in life to reach out to others who were
like me and those who were not at all like me. At the end, I
challenged the entire congregation to not give up reaching
out to those in the community. To reach out with the goal that
they would find people being drawn to Christ.
Following the service, the members of the church came up to
thank me. Some even with tears in their eyes. What
happened next was a confirming miracle! An elderly
gentleman came up, gave me a hug, and kissed me on the
cheek.
One day, during a team meeting with John and Missy, some
of those whom they had befriended and were encouraging
their spiritual walk came to meet with us. By the end of the
meeting, we went around introduced ourselves. Missy asked
each person to seek out someone in the group to have a
one-on-one with. I was drawn to a young Scottish mother
there, and we had a wonderful time getting acquainted and
praying for and with each other. Reaching out, in friendship
evangelism, has allowed me the chance to meet others
whom I may have never become acquainted.

REACH
"...reach out
to others who
were like me,
and those
who were
not at all like
Reflection byDale Arnesen
me"

OUT

St. John's Lutheran Church was blessed to support 16
missionaries who traveled (the long way) from LAX to
Edinburgh for full immersion in Friendship Evangelism with
the Perry Family in Stirling, Scotland. The opportunities were
endless, and the relationships and conversation started will
likely last a lifetime.
Having safely landed back in the United States, our Stirling
Scotland Mission team of 2018 has shared some wonderful
reflections of their adventures, the lessons they will carry
with them, and some opportunities they hope the future will
hold.

YOU DON'T WANT
TO MISS THIS
National Youth Gathering (July 9 - 16 - Minneapolis, MN).
This national event is only held once every three years, and features opportunities for spiritual
growth, service, fellowship in the greater church body, travel to a different state, and much
more! Join in worshipping, learning, and fun adventures with 25,000+ other Christian teens!
Open to students who have completed 8th - 12th grades by summer of 2019.

BE BRAVE RETREAT
SSM Fall Retreats are coming up!
Forge Guys' Retreat (November 2 - 4, 2018)
Rooted Girls' Retreat (November 9 - 11, 2018)
Extraordinary opportunity to grow a deeper faith with Bible speakers,
worship, and special activities in a "guys-only" and "girls-only" setting!
Guys who are currently in 7th - 12th grades are invited to Forge, and
girls who are currently in 7th - 12th grades are invited to Rooted.

YOUTH SERVICE
Sunday, September 30, is our youth-led Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.! St. John's Student Ministry participants are in
charge of the various worship elements during the service. We'd really love to get everyone involved, so contact
Dereem (dhoff@sjlchurch.org or 661.665.7815) to get plugged into your role!

REMIX BIBLE CLASS
Join other Junior High and High School students for age-level REMIX Bible classes during the
10:00 a.m. service on select Sundays!

(ESPECIALLY IF YOU
MISSED THIS)
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Stay in the loop with SSM
@ssmjrhigh for Jr. High
@ssmsrhigh for Sr. High
Text code 810101 for updates
Find us on
Facebook
@SSM
Insta us
@stjohnsstuden
tministry

...IMPORTANT FUTURE DATES...
Friday, October 19

NYG/Forge/Rooted Registration

Saturday, October 27

Pumpkinfest / Youth Fundraiser

November 2 - 4, 2018

Forge Guys' Trip

November 9 - 11, 2018

Rooted Girls' Trip

AWANA 2018-2019
SEPTEMBER 5 - APRIL 10
St. John's AWANA is a mid-week ministry
committed to reaching children with the
Gospel of Christ and teaching them to know,
love, and serve God. AWANA blends Bible
teaching, Scripture memorization, and TONS
of FUN! Join us next week!
REGISTRATION: sjlchurch.org/awana
HOW OLD? 3 years old and potty trained
through 6th grade
COST: Yearly sign up fee of $35 per child, and
$10 per child if parent volunteers for the year.
Fee goes towards clubbers books, badges, and
jewels that for their AWANA vest or t-shirt.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Each class needs 2+
parent volunteers. Volunteers listen to verses
and rotate children through Bible Story taught
by Kidz Ministry Team, game time led by
Games Team, and snack time.

KIDZ 56 KICK-OFF
SEPTEMBER 14 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
St. John's Kidz 56 is for 5th and 6th graders. It has
the 4 basic things all pre-teens want: eating FOOD,
making FRIENDS, having FUN and lending a HAND.
We get together two Fridays a month.
All kids receive a t-shirt ($5 donation requested), a
place to develop lasting friendships, and an
opportunity to make a difference in Bakersfield
through service projects. Bring a car-load of kids to
every meeting!

MOPS
If you are a mother of a preschooler and you are
looking for a group of moms to do life with, we are
the group for you! Not only will we be there when
you're on fire and getting things done, we'll be there
for you when your fire is so dim you can't see your
way.
We meet two times a month on Thursdays. Childcare
is provided while mothers meet. Ladies, enjoy a
lunch, craft, group discussion, and a lot of laughter
with the occasional tear. There is an annual fee paid
to MOPS International ($31.95) and a $5 donation for
each MOPS meeting you attend. Register now for St.
John's MOPS at sjlchurch.org/mops. Contact Lorraine
Davis for questions at 661.665.7815 or
ldavis@sjlchurch.org.

"Never let the fire go out ... when you hope, be joyful. When you suffer,
be patient. When you pray, be faithful. Share with God's people who are
in need. Welcome others into your homes." - Romans 12:11-13

VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL

TIme Lab VBS warped us through the Bible
where we learned that Jesus was with God
and the Holy Spirit from the beginning of
creation through HIs time on earth as a man,
and one day, we will be with him in Heaven
where he is preparing a place for us. These
truths were reinforced throughout the week
as kids took part in crafts, snack, classroom
lessons, science activities, and worship.

hcruhC narehtuL s'nhoJ .tS

THE JOY OF THE LORD IS YOUR
STRENGTH. NEHEMIAH 8:10

What a summer!
The Women's Ministry has had a busy
summer indeed! In July, a Thrivent Service
Project was created for a VBS Coffee Bar,
and 450 coffee drinks were served to treat
the VBS staff and parents dropping off
children for their week of fun-filled
activities.
In early August, Women's Ministry hosted a
paint night attended by 32 women. Lots of
love, laughter, and fellowship were present.
Our group painted a beautiful cross! If you
missed this opportunity, look for another
paint night to be scheduled soon!
Fall Bible studies will be starting shortly. If
you need a recommendation for a study to

join, please stop by the Women's Ministry
Kiosk... our team would love to help with
information on studies and upcoming
events!
Join the Women's Ministry Facebook page
or follow up on Instagram at SJLC Women
to get up-to-date information on what's
happening and what's happening next.
Want to get involved? Curious to know
what's going on behind the scenes? Join
our team (we have many opportunities to
help)! We meet the first Tuesday of each
month at the church. Please call Kristin
Faure for more information (661.342.5902)
or stop by our Kiosk on Sunday!

Current Studies
Experiencing the Heart of Jesus by Max Lucado
This is an ongoing group that you are welcome to join at any time!
Contact Sue Hall for details (661.205.7761)

Galatians by John MacArthur
This is an ongoing group that you are welcome to join at any time!
Contact Judy Fanucchi for details (661.663.4177)

Discerning the Voice of God by Priscilla Shirer
Study began on Wednesday, August 22, 2018.
Please contact Jillian Fritch-Stump for more details (661.378.3503)

To everyone
who helped
make GLS at
SJLC a
success...
CA Insurance 0I56145

...THANK
YOU!

is a publication of St. John's Lutheran Church,
Bakersfield.
St. John's creates and utilizes a wide variety of media
each week, including photographs and audio/video
recording of worship and other events, both on and off
campus. By attending St. John's events, you agree that
St. John's may use your image(s) in photo or video for
informational and archival purposes in publications, on
social media, and digital media. If you would prefer that
your image not be used, please notify us in writing prior
to your image being used.
Questions or submissions for our website, social media,
and other publications can be directed to
communications@sjlchurch.org

LAW OFFICES OF LEON R. HARRIS III, ESQ. APC

LEON R. HARRIS III

SBN: 111073

ATTORNEY AT LAW

MAYTE IVIE
PARALEGAL

FAMILY LAW
ESTATE PLANNING/PROBATE
CRIMINAL DEFENSE
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

1144 7TH STREET
WASCO, CA 93280
PHONE: 661-240-5926
CELL: 661-619-5744
FAX: 661-240-5929

EMAIL: LRH3ESQAPC@AOL.COM

I want to continue to receive a mailed copy of Celebrate! Please
continue to send them to me at:
I'd like to see more! Please read my
suggestions below on what I think the
Celebrate! should cover:

Name

Address

City

State

Email

Mobile No.

ZIP

CELEBRATE.
ANYWHERE.
SHARE.
EVERYWHERE.
email: communications@sjlchurch.org
to be placed on the e-copy mailing list, and start
reading Celebrate! from the comfort of... anywhere!

So you prefer a paper version of Celebrate! Fill out the form above and mail or drop off at the church office:
St. John's Lutheran Church | Attn: CELEBRATE! | 4500 Buena Vista Road | Bakersfield, CA | 93312

SJLCHURCH.ORG/CELEBRATE

Saturday, November 3, 2018

$60 per person / $750 table of 10
SPONSORSHIP PRESALE BEGINS
9/17/18
GENERAL TICKET SALES BEGIN
10/1/18
coming home

