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By Pastor Trinidad Castañeda 

We are looking forward to our  
Children’s Christmas Program! 
SJVOF kids have been eagerly working and putting in a 

lot of effort to make this program a great success again 

this year. This is our 3rd Christmas program at SJVOF. 

We have been greatly blessed and have enjoyed watching 

and hearing these wonderful kids sing. THEY ARE 

AWESOME! 

You are ALL invited to come join us at  
St. John’s Valley Of Faith 

Sunday, December 17, at 5:00 p.m.  
All are welcome and encouraged to 

come and hear our SJVOF kids sing!  

 

We passed out 40 Thanksgiving 
baskets Sunday, November 19. 

Baskets donated by 

St. John’s Bakersfield 

and SJVOF families 

were gifted to our 

SJVOF families and 

to our S.A.Y. YES 

families. THANK 

YOU TO ALL who 

donated and gave of 

their time and treas-

ure to bless a family 

this Thanksgiving. 

Blessings to ALL! 

 
Our LHMI (Lutheran Hispanic  
Missionary Institute) has resumed for our sec-

ond semester.  We currently have five students under the 

direction of Rev. Schlak from El Paso, Texas, via Skype. 

LHMI is a leadership program that helps and trains  

students to work in mission within the church, and it also 

can be used as a stepping stone toward ordination. Classes 

are held every Friday from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Please keep 

our students in your prayers. 

Just to give you updates on our 
S.A.Y. YES program: Our enrollment has 

gone up to 23 children; we started with 19 in the begin-

ning of the school year. Our program has been so richly 

blessed through these past three years both by our stu-

dents and our great volunteers! Thanks to ALL! 
 

The Castaneda Family went to  
Israel this past October!  
And WOW! TALK ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE OF A 

LIFETIME! What a blessing it was for our entire family! 

Traveling through Israel and visiting so many holy sites 

was quite extraordinary and at times overwhelming. Our 

minds would instantly travel back to Scripture and it sud-

denly became so real and palpable… I don’t know, it’s so 

hard to explain. There are no words that can truly ever 

describe to you the experience of being where our Lord 

and Savior had been; there are none. This truly will be the 

highlight of 

our lives as a 

family and a 

blessing we 

will carry 

with us the 

rest of our 

lives!  

Your Invitation to  
Our Christmas Program  

and We’re Counting  
Our Blessings 
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Over the past several years, a school has risen out of the 

dust in Usa River, Tanzania. In a partnership that has sur-

passed all expectations, the ministry of St. John’s has not 

only built a school, but also sponsors the cost of attend-

ance for well over two hundred students! 

Earlier in 2017, a group of four from St. John’s traveled 

to visit the school, to see with their own eyes the progress 

that has been made, and to clarify a future vision for the 

school. For a week in November, two of the leaders from 

Tanzania traveled here to see our ministry and further 

strengthen our partnership.  

While here, Pastor Joel sat down with many leaders to 

share his thoughtful perspective.  

“Our school is St. John’s school,” he begins. “Not only 

the buildings, but the student sponsorships.”  

Currently, an additional classroom building is under con-

struction, adding needed space to the school that adds a 

new grade level each year and which will be adding 

“level 5” starting in January.  

“The new kindergarten building is being built,” says Joel. 

“This week they are doing the roofing. The school is still 

very young. After the kindergarten building is completed, 

we will have 10 classrooms. Our plan is to have one 

classroom per grade.”  

Joel is not content to have just a school.  

“We want to have a school which is good, not a school 

just with the name of school, but a quality one, and also 

manageable. We could have many more students, but we 

want to run it well.” 

The next project to be completed is a dining hall. Current-

ly, food is cooked outside. The dining hall is started, and 

the walls are about 40-percent complete. The room will 

eventually be used for the morning devotion, and for as-

semblies.  

But the most urgent need was for a school bus. The stu-

dents walk to school a considerable distance along busy 

roads; it is a dangerous proposition.  

So, St. John’s leaders made a plan. At “A Bountiful  

Affair,” where the major fundraising night usually ends 

with “Fund-A-Need,” where donations have been made in 

past years to build the track, buy Chromebooks, and equip 

the science lab, this year had a different focus: Tanzania. 

One of the school families, the Bashirtash family, agreed 

beforehand to match up to $30,000 in gifts. Over a period 

of a few minutes, gifts of $5,000, $2,500, $1,000, $500, 

$250, and $100 poured in as fast as auctioneer Mike 

Griggs could rattle off paddle numbers.  

When the donations 

and match were add-

ed up, the total 

amount pledged was 

staggering: $80,500. 

It is enough to buy a 

bus – actually two – 

with money poten-

tially left over for 

other projects at the 

school. What an 

amazing outpouring 

of love and generosi-

ty! For more infor-

mation, go to sjlchurch.org/fundaneed. 

Joel and Alice spent the week at St. John’s visiting with 

student sponsors and ministry leaders, observing in class-

rooms and worship planning, and sharing conversations 

and meals with our people. On their last day at the school, 

we held an assembly in order to present gifts from our 

ministry and to pray for these faithful leaders as they re-

turned home. 

For more information on the amazing things happening at 

the school in Tanzania, go to sjlchurch.org/tanzania.  

God is doing amazing things, and He is working through 

you!   

Tanzania: We bought a bus! 

ABA co-coordinator Amanda Mojibi, Tanzania Head Teacher 
Alice Nanyaro, Superintendent Spencer Peregoy, K-4 Principal 
Patrice Appold and Tanzania School Director Pastor Joel  
Malaki.  Not shown ABA Coordinator Pattie Yee.   

Learn about our Tanzania school at 
https://www.facebook.com/
loveacrossborderstanzania/ 

Elite Auctions & Fundraising Services  
chief auctioneer Mike Grigg 

http://sjlchurch.org/fundaneed
http://sjlchurch.org/tanzania
https://www.facebook.com/loveacrossborderstanzania/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/loveacrossborderstanzania/?fref=ts
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A Busy Year!  

Angel Tree marks the end of our busy year 

at HIS. We have over 182 children with 

gifts coming their way on December 16. 

We want to thank all the super generous 

folks who buy these gifts, wrap them up so 

fancy and beautifully, and then help deliv-

er them to all these sweet children. We 

even had some on our list that will be born 

just before our delivery date! It's a wonder-

ful ministry: from praying over the lists, 

connecting with the guardians of the chil-

dren who are so humble and thankful, to 

gathering and distributing the gifts.  Thank 

you so much for your time and generosity 

to this important ministry. 

We will have another opportunity to serve 

brunch at St. Vincent de Paul in January. 

Watch for announcements. Last week we 

gathered all the donated blankets, warm 

jackets, and beanies and delivered them to 

St. Vincent de Paul. They were much ap-

preciated.  

We have been truly blessed with LIFE-

Groups assembling Blessing Bags. They 

are hard to keep in stock....so many  

encounter hungry souls every day. When 

we get too busy, Cary and Dereem and 

their Student Ministry youth groups write 

notes of encouragement and pray over the 

Blessing Bags as they assemble them.  

We really appreciate their enthusiasm  

and helping hearts! Thank you to all who 

donated! 

Soon we will have Busy Bags available at 

each Information Center. These are for 

those with young children to keep them 

entertained during church services. No 

need to sign them out, just grab one and 

return it to the stand when you leave. We 

put a variety of activities in them.  Feel 

free to offer suggestions/comments on 

what you like or don't like. 

For those who missed the Baby Bottle  

total, we raised over $4,000. Our goal was 

$3,000! Good job St. John’s. 

Financial Update 

Mike Kinsey, Director of Finance & HR 

As the end of the year approaches, we find it a good time to reflect on 

the gifts we have been blessed with.  We continue to be amazed and 

blessed with the generous hearts of the people of St. John’s.   

Budgeted giving for this year is $1,940,050.  This means to meet our 

budget for this 

year, we must 

average $37,309 

per week.  Since 

the last issue of 

Celebrate!, our 

weekly average 

giving has gone 

up $1,000 to 

$33,066 per 

week.  Tradi-

tionally, we re-

ceive a larger 

portion of our 

giving through 

the month of 

December.  We 

are currently 

$29,420 over 

last year at this time. 

We also want to remind everyone, per IRS rules:  Donations must be 

delivered or mailed on or by December 31, 2017, to claim a charitable 

contribution deduction for 2017.  Checks placed in the church offering 

on the first Sunday of 2018 will not be applied to 2017 contributions, 

even if the check is post dated to 2017.  However, checks that are  

written, mailed and postmarked in 2017 will be deductible in 2017.  If 

you have any questions, please contact the Finance Office, 665-7815. 

We have had pledges of $6,030,387 for Beyond our Horizon.  To date 

we have received $4,485,758 

of the pledged amount.  This 

means we have received 

74% of the amount pledged 

as of 10/31/17.  In addition, 

individuals who have not 

pledged have given 

$143,950 to Beyond Our 

Horizon. This makes the to-

tal funds received to date 

$4,629,708. 

We are thankful for your 

support of the ministries of 

St. John’s in Bakersfield and 

our missions throughout the 

world.  
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Get the latest mission news here: 
facebook.com/groups/SJLMinistries.missions/ 

What is the most fulfilling thing you’ve done lately?  

More specifically, what’s the most fulfilling thing you’ve 

done for someone else?  I’d have to say that providing a 

home for a fellow human being ranks right up there.  

Amor Ministries is an agency based in San Diego that 

provides opportunities for individuals or groups to build 

simple, basic housing for our neighbors in Mexico and 

South Africa.  Amor meets the tangible needs of the poor 

as a vehicle to share the love of Jesus with families and 

help keep them together.  In addition to homes, Amor 

gives food, 

clothing, back-

packs filled with 

school supplies, 

Christmas pre-

sents, winter 

relief items like 

blankets and 

jackets, and  

water filters.  

Pastors recommend 

families for homes, 

and continue to visit 

each family, build-

ing a relationship and teaching them about the love of 

Christ.   

In 1980 Scott and Gayla Congden had both visited the 

same Mexican orphanage. They founded Amor Ministries 

to fill the need that they saw first hand.  Since its begin-

ning, more than 19,000 homes have been built by over 

300,000 volunteers. 

Churches across the United States send teams every year, 

and earlier in October, St. John’s invited people to volun-

teer.  Covered with prayer, a team of 12 people traveled 

from Bakersfield and gave up a weekend to build a house 

in Tijuana.  Thankfully, our group included experienced 

team members who had been on Amor trips in the past, as 

well as a contractor. 

We crossed the border on Friday morning after spending 

the night on the gym floor of St. Paul’s Lutheran in  

Pacific Beach.  After setting up our camp, we were es-

corted to the build site to begin. The 12’ by 27’ cement 

pad was already in place, poured earlier by local workers 

with cement donated by the Mexican government. Every-

thing needed for the build was on site, a large chest of 

tools, lumber, nails, cement, etc.  The team immediately 

set to work, 

sawing and 

hammer-

ing. While 

that was 

going on, 

sheets of 

black paper 

were being 

cut to size 

for the 

roof. At the 

end of the 

day, fram-

ing for the 

four out-

side walls and one inside wall were completed. Oh, and 

without power tools of any sort. The residents are ex-

pected to finish the inside of their home themselves, and 

see that it can be done without “fancy” equipment.  The 

neighbors came by and were pleased to see their good 

friend Francisca was getting a home.  They had taken a 

collection and had bought her a toilet and additional 

doors and windows. Back at camp, we showered with our 

solar showers and enjoyed dinner, and afterwards we re-

viewed the day around a small but lively campfire.   

Saturday was long and productive.  The roof was framed, 

the walls were stood up, and OSB put on the walls. 

Around lunch, the neighbors who had stopped by the day 

before brought a delicious grilled chicken meal, more 

than enough for us. Elias, our build facilitator, said it was 

unusual for neighbors to provide meals for the workers. 

Afterwards, chicken wire for the stucco was nailed and 

stretched, windows installed, and the roof was completed 

with black paper, tar paper and cool tar.   

Sunday the trim around the roof was completed, the rest 

of the windows and doors installed and the first coat of 

stucco put on.  We gathered at the end of the day to pre-

sent Francisca with a cross, a Spanish Bible, and the keys 

to her new home.  Her whole face lit up as we prayed to-

gether and not many eyes were dry.   

Seeing the joy in Francisca’s eyes from the time we ar-

rived till the time we left made a huge impression on me.  

I’m convinced God made us to have a heart to serve.   

Providing Francisca with a home left me physically tired, 

humbled to see her joyfulness, and fulfilled more than I 

can say. 

By Monica Tudor 

Reprinted from  

Kern County Valley Ag Voice 

Oct. 2017 

Building a Home in Mexico with Amor 

St. John’s October Amor  
Mission Team 

Francisca, age 92, along with her son 
Richardo, age 50, thank a mission team 
member for her new home.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SJLMinistries.missions/


 

CELEBRATE! 6 DECEMBER/JANUARY 2017-18

Christmas Party 
When: Friday, December 15, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Where: St. John’s Gym 
What to Bring: Unwrapped toy to donate  
What to Wear: Christmas socks  
What to Expect: Dinner, games, crafts and a merry  
time had by all! 
? contact Lorraine    ldavis@sjlchurch.org  

St. John’s Kidz Ministry, through Kidz 56, is  

taking 5th and 6th graders to Forest Home Winter 

Camp. It’s a weekend designed for kids to build a 

stronger faith in Christ, deepening their walk with Him.   

 

WHEN: January 12-14 

WHERE: Forest Home Christian Camp 

 40000 Valley of the Falls Drive 

 Forest Fall, CA 92339 

 www.foresthome.org 

COST: $225 PER CHILD  

REGISTER for CAMP TODAY 
www.sjlchurch.org/kidz56 

SJ Kidz 56 babysitting service project was a huge success. 

5th and 6th graders were paired up with a child, and it was 

their job to take care of that child for the whole night. They 

kept them safe on the playground, served them dinner, 

showed them how to make the crafts, and during the movie 

served popcorn and hot cocoa. Great job, SJ Kidz 56ers! 

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
https://www.foresthome.org/
http://www.sjlchurch.org/kidz56
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St. John’s PUMPKINFEST 

 

AWANA is a great mid-week activity for the whole family. Everyone has a lot of fun, volunteers 

and kids alike. At AWANA, we are committed to reaching children with the Gospel—teaching 

children to know, love, and serve Jesus. It is never to late to join. We meet on Wednesday nights 

6:00-7:30 p.m. Contact Lorraine Davis for upcoming meeting information, 665-7815 or  

ldavis@sjlchurch.org. 

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
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Rooted Retreat Student Reactions: 
 

Going on the Rooted retreat was important to my faith walk because… 

It’s a way to take a breather on everyday life and focus on God, which makes my faith stronger. –Hannah B. 

I learned to let go of fear and have trust and faith in God. –Abby F. 

It put me back on track and helped me focus on God. –Kierstin A. 

It reinforced the importance of my faith and allowed me to have a full weekend  

in God’s presence to focus on it amidst the stresses of day to day life. –Aubrey W. 

The most important “takeaway” that I learned on the Rooted retreat was… 

Jesus is our anchor and always trust in the Lord, choose faith over fear and worship over worry.- Cayelyn S. 

My self-worth is not determined by what I do. - Tori A. 

To trust God. –Hadley M. 

Forge Retreat Student Reactions: 
 

Going on the Forge retreat was important to my faith walk because… 

I learned how sin could cause my life to fall apart. –Grant B. 

It taught me that God will never fail me. –Gavin M. 

It taught me what a man of God is, acts, speaks, etc. –David M. 

It gave me steps to follow God. –Jacob Y. 

It gave me time to be alone with God and talk. –Luke D. 
 

The most important “takeaway” that I learned on the Forge retreat was… 

Anchors never fail and no matter what you do, Jesus won’t fail you. –Zach S.  

I learned why I believe. –Dawson B.  

We are being forged by God, and are apprentices who need to teach others. –Colin W. 

We need to ask God for forgiveness. –Jacob B. 

Sunday Morning Remix  
 Jr. & Sr. High Bible Class 
October 8 & November 5 
During 10 a.m. Service 

When we meet: 
 

Jan 21  Feb 11  Mar 11 
Apr 8  May 6 
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Stay in the loop with SSM!  

Text @ssmjrhigh to 81010 to receive Jr. High updates. 

Text @ssmsrhigh to 81010 to receive Sr. High updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

All Jr. & Sr. High students are welcome to  

hang out, play games, and buy snacks  

during Garage hours. 
 

 Sun., Dec. 3 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Dec. 4 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Dec. 6 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 10 Sunday Morning Remix 10:00 a.m.  

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Dec. 11 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Dec. 13 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 17 SSM Christmas Parties 

  Jr. High 4:00-5:30 p.m. 

  Sr. High 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Dec. 18 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 31 Registration Deadline for Hume  

  Lake Winter Camp  

 Sun., Jan. 7 Sr. High Youth Group resumes  

  6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Jan. 8 Garage Hours resume 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Jan 10 Jr. High Youth Group resumes  

  6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Jan. 14 No Sr. High Youth group because of 

  Club 56 Trip 

 Mon., Jan. 15 No Garage Hours because of Holiday 

 Wed., Jan. 17 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Jan. 21 Remix 10:00 a.m. 

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Jan. 22 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Jan. 24 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Jan. 28 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Jan. 29 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Jan. 31 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Events take place @ The Garage  

(4500 Buena Vista Rd) 

SSM Christmas Parties 
December 17 

Jr. High  4-5:30 p.m. 
Sr. High  6-8 p.m. 

@ The Garage 
 

Food, drinks, & games provided.  
Come in your ugliest  

Christmas sweater or hat!  
Bring a snack or treat to share: 

Last names A-M: bring a salty snack 
Last names N-Z: bring a sweet treat 

Hume Lake Winter Camp 
 

Jr. High Feb. 2-4, 2018 
Cost: $275 

 

Sr. High Feb. 16-19, 2018 
Cost: $325 

 

Registration closes December 31 
 

Visit sjlchurch.org/hume 

for more info! 

http://www.sjlschool.org/hume
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What makes SJLS “Uniquely Better”? 

By Spencer Peregoy 

Superintendent 

In August, our ministry 

staff attended the  

Global Leadership 

Summit which was 

broadcast from Willow Creek Community 

Church in Barrington Heights, IL.  Andy Stanley 

was one of the outstanding speakers of this two-

day event.   

As the pastor of a large and influential church in 

Alpharetta, Georgia, Stanley was sharing what it 

means to be “Uniquely Better” and how it applies 

to organizations. There are hundreds of churches 

in Alpharetta, but the leadership of his church 

was able to identify specific characteristics that 

set them apart from the others and allow them to 

continue to impact people and communities over 

20 years.  

Stanley encourages organizations to ask the ques-

tion: “who would miss us and what would be 

missed if we no longer existed?” He also empha-

sizes the need for continual improvement and 

reminds listeners that evaluation is necessary to 

“get better”. We brought his podcast to our 

teaching staff to reflect on what makes SJLS 

“Uniquely Better,” and we shared many charac-

teristics to appreciate: 

• Friday Chapel/Worship/Assembly time  

celebrates our identity as a Christian com-

munity 

• Teachers that actively love God and love kids  

• Cultural and economic diversity values everyone 

• A strong focus on God’s love, grace and mercy 

• A focus on the whole child – Body, Mind, Spirit   

• Quality family relationships – longevity provides a 

“second home” for our community  

• High expectations in all that we do 

• Parental support and good follow-through from 

school to home 

• Parental involvement in all aspects of the school – 

spirit of teamwork to support our students 

• A wide variety of opportunities are offered for kids 

to shine in quality activities 

• Excellent facilities –  function well to meet the  

various needs of our community  

• A strong and healthy church and school relationship 

that has sustained SJLS for generations 

It takes an entire village at St. John’s to help make our 

school “Uniquely Better.”  I encourage you to listen to 

Andy’s Podcast titled “Lessons From the First 20 Years.” 

Scenes from Friday Chapels 
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Women’s Coffee 
Connection 
new location! 

Stop by for a cup of coffee or tea, 

fellowship and fun.  Get to know  

the other women of all ages at St. 

John’s.  We meet the third Thursday 

of each month 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 

Panera, Stockdale Hwy.  Bring a 

friend!   

St. John’s MOPS  
Mother of Preschoolers 

We meet two Thursdays a month 

from September-May, 9:00-11:00 

a.m., in the Worship Center Lobby. 

We come together for support, great 

food, friendship and to celebrate be-

ing moms. Nursery is provided.  

Questions? Contact Lorraine Davis,  

665-7815 or ldavis@sjlchurch.org. 

Meet Me at the Movies! 

Ladies of all ages— 

do you miss movies  

you would like to see 

because you don’t 

have anyone to see 

them with?  Come 

out to our “Meet Me at the Movies”  

Women’s Ministry event. Movies to 

be determined and suggestions are 

welcomed.  We meet for coffee or 

dinner after the movie.  Check the 

News & Notes or watch the SJLC 

Women’s Facebook group for  

details. 

Fun Fellowship Events & Bible Studies  

Opportunities to Make Friends,  
Learn, and Be Supported 

Women’s Ministry 
Prepares Our Hearts 
for Christmas 

By Leslie Devitt 

Women’s Ministry Chair &  

Preparing Our Hearts for 

Christmas Committee Chair 

 

Saturday, December 2 was an 

exciting day as Women’s 

Ministry hosted the Second 

Annual Preparing Our Hearts 

for Christmas event.  This 

year the event was a brunch 

with food catered by Moss-

man’s Catering: a variety of 

quiches, fruit, and potatoes, 

with lots of coffee and orange 

juice.  Mossman’s also pro-

vided servers, and we enjoyed 

assistance from St. John’s 

youth including Club 56. 

Once again Hostesses signed 

up to decorate tables in their 

own Christmas style and act 

as hostess to seven or eight other ladies.  There are many talented and creative 

ladies among us.  Snowflakes, gingerbread houses, angels, you name the 

Christmas theme, and it was there. 

St. John’s Lutheran School Advanced String Orchestra under the direction of 

Sue Dockweiler provided lovely music as well as a Christmas Carol sing-a-

long.  After their performance, the kids enjoyed hot chocolate and Christmas 

cookies. 

Our speaker was Cindy Steinbeck of Voices of the Vineyard Ministries.   

Cindy hails from Paso Robles, where her family owns and operates Steinbeck 

Vineyards and Winery.  Cindy is a lovely and inspirational speaker who has 

authored several books including The Vine Speaks, The Rock Speaks and 

Grapes of Grace. 

The ever-popular Opportunity Baskets were a huge hit once more.  There was 

a variety of wonderful baskets and items to win for either the ladies themselves 

or to use as Christmas gifts later in the month. 

A huge thank you to the Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas Committee and 

the St. John’s members and staff who all worked together for months before 

the big day to make the day such an enjoyable and memorable event.  A spe-

cial thank you to the Decorating Sub Committee lead by Jan Lundy for their 

beautiful decorative creations in the lobby and stage areas.  

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org?subject=MOPS
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HOW TO REACH US 
4500 Buena Vista Road 
Bakersfield, CA  93311-9702 
 Phone: 661-665-7815 
 Email: office@sjlchurch.org 
 Web page: www.sjlchurch.org  

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Articles may be submitted by mail, email 
(vmarlow@sjlchurch.org), or delivery to 
the church office.  Celebrate! is published 
six times per year.  Contact the office for 
deadline information.  Submitted material 
may be edited for space or content. 

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP 
Business card-sized sponsorships are 
$25 per issue and are subject to space  
availability and postal regulations.  
St. John’s is not promoting or endorsing 
the businesses shown herein. 

MINISTRY STAFF 
Dennis Hilken … Pastor 
 dhilken@sjlchurch.org 

Eric Van Scharrel … Pastor 
 evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org 

Trinidad Castañeda … Pastor 
 tcastaneda@sjvof.org 

Spencer Peregoy … Director of  
Operations, School Superintendent 
 speregoy@sjlchurch.org 

Cheri Mosley …  
Interim Director, Children’s Center  
 cmosley@sjlchurch.org 

Brian Scheller …  
Director, Worship and Music Arts 
 bscheller@sjlchurch.org 

Chris Cawthon …  
Director, Worship and Technical Arts  
 ccawthon@sjlchurch.org 

Lorraine Davis …  
Kidz Ministry Team Lead 
 ldavis@sjlchurch.org 

Stacey Persons …  
Kidz Ministry Team 
 spersons@sjlchurch.org 

Cary Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team Lead 
 choff@sjlchurch.org 

Dereem Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team 
 dhoff@sjlchurch.org 

George Bruick …  
Young Adult Ministry/Worship Arts 
 gbruick@sjlchurch.org 

Mike Kinsey …  
Director of Finance & HR  
 mkinsey@sjlchurch.org 

Dwayne Clemans, CSP …  
Facilities Manager 
 dclemans@sjlchurch.org 

Celebrate! is a  
bi-monthly publication of  

St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

If you haven’t been baptized and 

would like to be, or would like to 

talk to a pastor about baptism, 

contact Debbie at 665-7815 or 

dholbrook@sjlchurch.org. 

With great joy we welcome 

Wesley Chandler-Goodman 

Ben Ha 

Amanda Rayos 

Michael Rossi 

Hudson Weiss 

who in faith received God’s  

miraculous touch of grace 

through baptism. 

Worship Services 

Classic Grace Worship 
8:30 a.m. Sanctuary  

Family Worship 
10:00 a.m. Worship Center 

Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday 

Adult Bible Studies  

For the most up-to-date information 

on available groups, please see the 

News & Notes on our website at 

sjlchurch.org/nnn or call the office, 

665-7815. 

Have you ever wondered how to 

meet people or 

get connected at 

church?  

Joining a LIFE-

Group is a great  

way to do both.  LIFEGroups are 

small groups that meet weekly or  

bi-weekly and have Bible study to-

gether.  For information, go to 

sjlchurch.org/lifegroups or call  

Pam, 665-7815. 

Check us out:  

facebook.com/groups/
SJLCWomen 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
brought their 
Mite Boxes.  
We still have 
eight district 
projects to 
fund. 

Wednesday Morning  
Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

Worship Center Lobby 

Join us on Wednesday mornings for 

study, song, prayer 

and fellowship! 

Kona with Jonah, 

part of the Coffee 

Cup Bible Series, 

is a four-week 

study began  

November 29 on 

the book of Jonah. 

Seeing God's love 

for the murderous people of Nineveh 

will bring us face to face with the One 

whose mercy extends even to the most 

despicable and help us realize our own 

need to embrace radical forgiveness. 

Beginning January 17, our study will 

be God’s Word for 

Today: Proverbs. 

This ten-week 

study (1/17 

through 3/21) pro-

vides an in-depth 

exploration of the 

wisdom of the 

Lord… wisdom 

that is more pre-

cious than any 

worldly wealth.  

For information, call Cary Elliott,  

589-5293. Free childcare is available. 

Women’s Ministry 

mailto:office@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/
mailto:vmarlow@sjlchurch.org?subject=Celebrate!
mailto:dhilken@sjlchurch.org
mailto:evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org
mailto:tcastaneda@sjvof.org
mailto:speregoy@sjlchurch.org
mailto:cmosley@sjlchurch.org
mailto:bscheller@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ccawthon@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
mailto:spersons@sjlchurch.org
mailto:choff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dhoff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:gbruick@sjlchurch.org
mailto:pburzlaff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:mkinsey@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dclemans@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dholbrook@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/nnn
http://www.sjlchurch.org/lifegroups
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SJLCWomen/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SJLCWomen/
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Our Seminarian’s Report 

You may support our seminary student by making a  
tax deductible payment through sjlchurch.org/giving,  

or by a memo notation on your check or the front  
of your envelope for “seminary education.” 

Rather than tell 

you that school is 

going the same as 

it always has 

been (busy, but  

manageable), I 

figured I would 

rather tell you 

about the fun 

things going on 

in our lives.  

In the middle of 

October, we took 

a trip to Chicago 

to go see a musi-

cal that was 

showing there 

and to explore 

Chicago, which Mikaela visited in high school, but I’ve 

never been. It was a fun, if soaking wet weekend, and we 

got to see some fun things like the Bean and take a walk 

on the Navy Pier. It was extremely fun to get out and ex-

plore some of the things around us.  

Thanksgiving, however, was the opposite. We decided, 

since we only had a couple days off, to stick around the 

seminary and have a quiet weekend. It was quite a nice 

time to take off from school before the end of term began 

and the Christmas season really kicked into gear. 

One note, we will be visiting family in California for 

Christmas, and while we are there, I will preach at St. 

John’s the Sunday after Christmas. So if you are around, 

come and hear what your years of support have done for 

me. 

Thank you so much, and see all of you in December! 

In the name of Christ our savior, 

Nicholas and Mikaela Duerr 

Pass your paper Celebrate! on to a friend! 
 

See all the photos in color and click on links at 

sjlchurch.org/celebrate 

http://sjlchurch.org/celebrate
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