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By Pastor Trinidad Castañeda 

We have  
officially  
started our 
3rd year at 
S.A.Y. YES!  
We have started 

with 19 children, 

including 5 Kinder-

garteners, who are 

new to the program 

this year. The kids 

are so excited; it is won-

derful to see the smiles on 

their faces as they are 

coming in… every single 

one of them with such 

joy. We are looking for-

ward to another year full 

of activities, learning and 

growing in God’s Word.  

Thank you to all the vol-

unteers for the time, talent 

and treasure they have 

shared with these kids. 

Mrs. Pam [Schallock] and 

Mrs. Pat [Mossman], 

thank you for your com-

mitment to these kids and 

their families and for all 

your hard work.  

 

 

SJVOF hosted a Senior Scam Stopper 
Seminar on Tuesday, September 19.  Experts provided 

information on how to avoid and protect yourself from fraud 

against the elderly. Different types of fraud including home 

repair, identity theft, mail, auto repair, insurance, were dis-

cussed.  The seminar was free for seniors, their families and 

caregivers. 

 

The City of Arvin hosted its first annual Hispanic Herit-

age Fiesta and the grand opening of The Palmas, the new park 

in Arvin. The event took place on Friday and Saturday, Septem-

ber 22-23. SJVOF had a booth at the fiesta.  We did face paint-

ing and faith bracelets, and we passed out SJVOF information 

packets. 

We have had many questions concerning the numbers that we 

see weekly in the News & Notes and where we are with Beyond 

Our Horizon campaign.  We want to clarify what those num-

bers mean as well as to communicate where we are currently.  

Our budgeted giving for this year is $1,940,050.  If we take that 

number and divide it by the 52 weeks in a year, that equals 

$37,309.  That means to meet our budget for this year, we must 

average $37,309 per week.  Presently we are averaging $32,068 

per week.  At first glance, this does not look good, but keep in 

mind this is typical for this time of the year.  Giving typically 

increases October thru December then again in March and 

April.  If you look at the graph below, you can see we are 

$22,378 ahead of last year through August.   

Financial Update 

Mike Kinsey, Director of Finance & HR 

We have pledges of $6,030,387 for Beyond our Horizon.  As 

you can see from the chart below, we have received $4,308,313 

of the pledged amount.  We have also received $100,157 of 

funds given to Beyond Our Horizon that were not pledged. 

Every single S.A.Y. YES! child 
received a new pair of shoes 
thanks to Mrs. Chris of CRU 
Inner City, Bakersfield. 
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Reformation 101: 
Martin Luther was a Roman Catholic monk who, having extensively studied the 

Word of God, was moved to seek reform of abuses and false teachings in the 

church from within. After years of resistance (not to mention excommunication 

and the threat of imminent death), a break in the church happened that we call 

the Protestant Reformation. The first branch of the Reformation – those who fol-

lowed the Bible-based teachings of Luther – came to be known as “Lutherans.” 

Almost all other modern-day denominations (and non-denominations) later 

branched out from the Reformation.  

The core source for all Lutheran teaching is the Bible, and the central teaching  

is that we are saved by God’s grace alone, by faith alone, in Jesus Christ alone. 

Luther himself did not prefer the name “Lutheranism,” instead preferring the 

term “Evangelical,” which focuses on the proclamation of the good news about 

Jesus. Today there are about eighty million Lutherans worldwide, making them 

the third largest Protestant denomination.  

The LIFEgroup that meets at the Van Scharrel home 

(informal name: LIFEgroup – Bring the Kids!) decided 

this year to try to engage in one mission or service event 

per month. We do not always get much study done – there 

are a LOT of kids at LIFEgroup! – but it has been really 

fun to involve the kids in hands-on service.  

For September, we decided to “Bless the SPCA.” We 

gathered items from their donation list: towels, blankets, 

sheets, leashes, food bowls, and collars at LIFEgroup. On 

a Thursday after school, those whose schedules allowed 

met at the SPCA to deliver the items in person. The goal 

was to be a visible encouragement for the workers and 

volunteers at the SPCA who are so dedicated in caring for 

animals. It also gave us the chance to talk with them and 

hear their biggest needs; we found out it was bleach, de-

tergent, and sanitizing wipes. The plan is to gather up a 

huge amount of these items and to apply our Thrivent 

Cares gift card money to bless them a second time.  

The response from the staff at the SPCA was what we 

hoped; the kids were able to communicate a huge amount 

of support and en-

couragement. How 

can you not love see-

ing a bunch of kids 

carrying armloads of 

donations to you? 

And, of course, play-

ing with the dogs was 

a big hit! I would say 

we involved 20 or 30 

hands in this project, 

and we can’t wait for 

the next one! 

-Pastor Eric 

Celebrating the Reformation  
through Acts of Service  

#stjohns500hands 

sjlchurch.org/500hands 
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Winter Items Collection 
& Angel Tree Kickoff 

Blessing Bags are a continuing project of St. John’s Hearts In 

Service (H.I.S.) ministry.  A Blessing Bag is a plastic gallon bag filled with 
non-perishable food items and personal items such as toothpaste, soap 
and socks.  The bags are filled from contributions by individuals, LIFE-
Groups or other ministries such as St. John’s Student Ministry.  The filled 
bags are then distributed to individuals who handout the bags to homeless 
persons.   

For more information on how to participate in this project, call the office, 
665-7815, or stop by the HIS kiosk on Sunday morning. 

Our October project is to collect new/gently used sweatshirts/jackets/

knit hats/small blankets.  A sample of the small blanket will be on display 

starting in October.  These winter-time items will be distributed to homeless 

shelters in Kern County. We also welcome winter items for children, and will 

distribute those items to shelters that house children.  

Angel Tree kicks off November 19,  
the Sunday before Thanksgiving (so you have an  

opportunity to take advantage of Black Friday!). 

 

HIS served  
breakfast to 100 hun-

gry souls on September 2 

at St. Vincent de Paul 

along with the help of 20 

St. John’s volunteers.  

These awesome volun-

teers made hearty casse-

roles, provided salad, rolls 

and served hot meals 

along with prayers to 

those who came through 

the doors of the dining 

room.  This is always a 

popular event for volun-

teers.  We have two more 

dates scheduled in Janu-

ary and March for those 

who missed this event.  A 

huge thank you to those 

who participated! 

The HIS Team thanks all 

of you for your continued 

support! 

Andrea, Chuck, Debbie,  

Kimberlee, Kristin, Jan, 

and Jenny 

Ready, set, shop! 

It’s time to start gathering items 
for your shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child by Samaritan's 
Purse! These boxes filled with 
toys, coloring and picture books, 
combs and toothbrushes and 
many other items go out across 
the world and have reached over 
114 million children.  

The boxes contain fun items for 
the child and the Good News of 
Jesus in their own language.  
Liquids, toothpaste, candy and 
military items are not allowed.  

The cutoff date to return boxes  
is November 19. There is a $9 
donation per box to cover ship-
ping. The boxes are available 
Sundays in the church lobby. Call 
Mark Brinkmann, 837-1035, or go 
to samaritanspurse.org/occ for 
more information. 

Volunteers provided and served breakfast  
at St. Vincent de Paul.  Look for sign-ups  
to volunteer again in January and March.  

Operation 
Christmas Child 
is happening now!  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/?utm_source=OCC-Redirect&utm_medium=direct&utm_content=OCC-Redirect
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During the Scotland 

2017 Mission Trip, par-

ticipants filed updates 

and reports on their 

experiences and later 

reported to St. John’s 

following a 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday service.  The 

team served with mis-

sionaries John and 

Missy Perry whose 

family lives and serves in 

the city of Stirling. To 

have a sense of the par-

ticipant experiences, here are some 

of their Facebook postings:  

I also met a woman last night … 

(she) shared some recent spiritual 

experiences and a little about her life 

before she came to know the Lord 

and how knowing John and Missy 

have contributed to her spiritual un-

derstanding and growth.     Pam 

Today at the church in Stirling we 

handed out King James Bibles to 

tourists who wanted to accept our 

gift; we touched the world! … 

(People from) many countries now 

have a copy of the Bible!     Pam 

Making connections: "ran into" a 

musician (for the 2nd time since 1st 

meeting); so Missy was able to ex-

change contact info for future con-

tact...how friendships begin.     Joan 

As I reflect on our time in Scotland, 

I feel encouraged by the connections 

we have made, the friendships 

forged by our mutual love for the 

Lord, and the genuineness of the 

Scots.  There is a hunger for spiritual 

things and Missy and John are disci-

pling in a way that draws people to-

wards God's word and a desire to 

grow. Seeds have been planted, the 

St. John’s Mission Task Force 

hopes to assemble a team to travel 

to Texas or Florida to assist in the 

clean-up/rebuilding effort for those 

families impacted by the recent 

hurricanes. People with construc-

tion skills are needed, but others are 

also welcome. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering 

on such a team please, sign up at 

the Missions Kiosk in the Lobby or 

text Dena Mojo at 661-549-3273 or 

email jmojo@bak.rr.com. A date 

and location will be determined 

after interest is assessed.  

rooting and watering are being done 

and as the Holy Spirit works in lives, 

there will be abundant fruit in fertile 

soil.     Linda 

Tonight's ceilidh [pronounced kālē] 

was a success! Music is a universal 

language and so is laughter; we com-

municated well tonight with both. It 

was great to have people (outside the 

church) we've met in the community 

join in the fellowship & fun we 

shared. Kudos to the team ….  

Everyone contributed to tonight's 

great outcome.     Joan 

We, the team, have been reading 

Acts together as our morning devo-

tions. The early Christians lived 

communally. After these days with 

our team, I understand how it can be 

done! We eight have been together 

continually. I have nothing but 

thanks to God and admiration for the 

people on this team. It felt like the 

body at its best. We got along, 

worked hard, had fun, supported 

each other, learned of and from each 

other. People did what they were 

good at for the benefit of all. Over 

and over again we marveled at what 

God had woven together in making 
Get the latest mission news here: 
facebook.com/groups/SJLMinistries.missions/ 

us a team. We laugh about how on 

earth we will get along without each 

other when we get home!     Pam 

I wish what the Perrys do as mis-

sionaries and what they have done 

for us could be easily communicated.  

They love, seeing only the person. 

They are available without a sched-

ule. They give and receive with open 

hands. They share about God and 

His love without condemnation. 

They love God and are called to do 

what they are doing in Stirling.     

Pam 

Besides thanks to God and the Per-

rys, we want to also give our thanks 

and gratitude to our families, our 

church family, and all who have sup-

ported us prayerfully and financially 

on this mission.     Pam 

It feels like we have reached a new 

place as a congregation as God is 

entrusting us to go and disciple more 

and more of His people both at home 

and abroad.     Pam 

Snippets from the  
Scotland Mission  
Team Reports 

Scotland Mission Team front row: Joan Shackelford,  
Linda & Rick Cole, Sara Kinsey.  Back row: Tony  
Shackelford, Pam Schallock , Mike Kinsey, Larry Schallock 

mailto:jmojo@bak.rr.com
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St. John’s  

PUMPKINFEST 

Saturday, October, 28, 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

Celebrate  
Come to PUMPKINFEST! St. John’s Church, School, Children’s Center and  

surrounding neighborhood come together to enjoy games, food, and a time of  

celebrating the season as a community. This event transforms St. John’s campus.  

Non-scary customs are welcomed. Invite your friends, families and neighbors. 
 

Serve 
Serve at PUMPKINFEST. Help us show why St. John’s is the place to be. 

Supervise a carnival game (30-minute and 1-hour shifts), be part of the  

Set-up or Clean-up Team.  Do you like to bake?  We need cupcakes for  

the Cupcake Walk. There are so many different ways to get  

involved join us in serving our community. Sign up online at 

 

www.sjlchurch.org/pumpkinfest    
 

If you prefer to talk with someone, contact Lorraine Davis,  

665-7815 to volunteer. 
 

Donate 

PUMPKINFEST is a free event and all candy that is given out is  

donated by our church congregation and families from the school and  

Children’s Center. Without candy donations, kids go home with empty bags.   

Please consider donating a couple bags of candy for this great community event.   

Drop off candy at the bins found in the Worship Center, school and church offices.  
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High School Servant Event 

Sr. High Summer Mission Trip: Mexico 

 
It’s amazing that within a few 
hours drive exists a whole other 
world that many are completely 
unaware of. When someone thinks 
about Mexico, it is easy to think 
first about the dangers, the  
poverty, and how sad the overall 
experience must be to see.  
 

However, our group of high 
school students encountered so 
much more than we ever could 
have imagined! One of the very 
first apparent things we realized 
was the amount of joy the   
residents had for life. Despite 
obviously different standards of 
living, they were extremely  
happy for all they had. They 
were incredibly grateful that we 
would give up time from our own 
lives so that we could better 
their lives. 
 

Within the span of a long   
weekend, God used us to provide 
a home for a family in need, and 
they were blessed. We also 
walked away with better and 
blessed lives as well simply by 
answering God’s call to “Go.” Our 
prayer is if God calls you to go, 
that you answer Him with a 
joyful “Yes!” 
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Stay in the loop with SSM!  

Text @ssmjrhigh to 81010 to receive Jr. High updates. 

Text @ssmsrhigh to 81010 to receive Sr. High updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

All Jr. & Sr. High students are welcome to hang out, 

play games, and buy snacks during Garage hours. 
 

 Sun., Oct. 1 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Oct. 2  Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Oct. 4 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Oct. 8  Sunday Morning Remix 10:00 a.m. Service 

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Oct. 9 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Oct. 11 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Oct. 13-15 Forge Guys’ Retreat 

 Sun., Oct. 15 No Sr. High Youth Group 

 Mon., Oct. 16 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Oct. 18 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Oct. 22 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Oct. 23 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Oct. 25 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Oct. 29 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Oct. 30 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Nov. 1 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Nov. 5 Sunday Morning Remix 10:00 a.m. Service 

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Nov. 6 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Nov. 8 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Nov. 12 No Sr. High Youth Group 

 Mon., Nov. 13 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Nov. 15 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m.     

  Hume Winter Camp Registration Opens 

 Sun., Nov. 19  No Sr. High Youth Group 

 Mon., Nov. 20 No Garage Hours 

 Wed., Nov. 22 No Jr. High Youth Group 

 Sun., Nov. 26 No Sr. High Youth Group 

 Mon., Nov. 27 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Nov. 29 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Events take place @ The Garage  

(4500 Buena Vista Rd) 

Fear Factor 
Youth Group Teaching series this fall 

Hume Lake Winter Camp 
 

Jr. High Feb. 2-4, 2018 

Sr. High Feb. 16-19, 2018 
Registration opens November 15 

Registration closes December 31 
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How a building can change things... 

… At St. John’s 
The New North Education Building 

was dedicated to God’s glory in a 

ribbon cutting ceremony on August 

13 and opened for the first day of 

school August 15.  School has been 

in operation for several weeks.  

Teachers and students have had the opportunities to settle into 

their new spaces and establish new patterns. 

Some of the blessed changes this building has provided are: 

The Pre-Kindergarten classes now regularly visit the Library 

where they have books read to them by our librarian, Mrs. 

Kelly Pudiwitr. 

The Extended Care program has moved out of a cramped trailer 

that could only accommodate 25 children at a time.   With the 

60+ children who regularly attend Extended Care, having two 

large classrooms to enjoy has allowed for a better and expanded 

program. 

The two Spanish 

teachers no longer 

travel to class-

rooms carrying 

their teaching 

equipment with 

them.  They now 

each have a class-

room and the stu-

dents come to 

them for instruc-

tion.   

The JH Science 

teacher, Mr.  

Andrew Rathe, 

was overheard to 

say with the new 

science lab, he has 

already been able 

to include many 

lessons that he 

was not able to teach without a lab. 

Mrs. Amy Hoffman, who teaches Junior High Literature, asked 

her students to respond to the following question:  How has the 

addition of the New Education Building improved St. John's?  

Following are a couple of the responses:  

As a student of St. John’s for 11 years, I have seen so much 

growth in a school that started so small with such a loyal 

group of families. I am so grateful for this new building 

because it is great to see that the school is expanding their 

ways to share the news of Jesus with more and more peo-

ple. It is so great to have such nice new facilities and so 

many more blessings from God to start out the school year. 

I am so thankful for the enormous amount of room we

(continued on the lower, next column) 

… In Tanzania 
Construction has begun on the third classroom building at Ma-

kumira-Kilala Lutheran School, Usa River, Tanzania.  St. 

John’s has had the privilege of providing the funds for all of the 

buildings.  This new addition should be complete for students 

when they begin their new school year in January 2018.  Cur-

rently the school is operating out of seven classrooms for the 

children from three-years old through Grade Four.  In January 

Grade 

Five will 

be added.  

The three 

new class-

rooms will 

accommo-

date the 

three clas-

ses of 

young 

children.  

The Baby 

Class is for three-year olds.  The Intermediate Class is for four-

year olds and the Pre Unit class is for children in Kindergarten.  

The elementary students will continue to occupy the other 

classrooms. 

St. John’s continues to sponsor 2/3 of the children who attend 

the school.  We currently sponsor 201 children and hope to in-

crease that number by 30 children for the new school year. 

For more pictures and information about the school, visit our 

website www.sjlschool.org/news and our Facebook page Love 

Across Borders.  For information about the sponsorship pro-

gram, see the Sunday News & Notes or contact Patrice at  

pappold@sjlschool.org.  To learn more about the school, click 

on Meet the Staff at sjlchurch.org/tanzania.  

have been upgraded to. Blessings to the school and to the 

people who have built it from the ground up.  

Jilian Andreessen, 8th Grade  

The new education building has been an enormous blessing 

to me because I can learn “hands-on” in our new science 

lab and relax with a book in our new and expanded library.  

I am grateful for the opportunity to use these new facilities 

and am glad that others will be able to use them in the fu-

ture, too.  

Alor Sahoo, 8th Grade 

I am so grateful for the new education building. I have been 

here since kindergarten and have experienced many great 

changes in St. John’s. From tires in the playground, and the 

expansion in the Kid’s Connection, the new education 

building is such a blessing! God bless this school!  

Grace Breining, 7th Grade  

http://www.sjlschool.org/news
https://www.facebook.com/loveacrossborderstanzania/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/loveacrossborderstanzania/?fref=ts
http://sjlchurch.org/nnn
mailto:pappold@sjlschool.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/tanzania
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Hearts for Houston! –  
435 Hands in Mission! 

Recently we were put in 

contact with a Lutheran 

School in the Houston area 

that was beginning the re-

covery process after Hurri-

cane Harvey.  Mr. Peregoy 

consulted with Lutheran 

school officials in the Hou-

ston area about supporting a 

school in need.  He was con-

nected to Mrs. Judy Gerber, 

Head of Schools at Westlake 

Academy in NW Houston, to 

ask how we could help.  She 

shared the need to provide re-

sources to school families and 

her staff whose homes were hit 

hard by flooding – many with-

out adequate flood insurance.  

The ability to provide gift cards 

to her families to Target and 

Home Depot could make a big 

difference.   

We notified our SJLS commu-

nity that we would take a spe-

cial chapel offering if anyone 

wanted to contribute to this 

cause.  We collected funds to purchase gift cards totaling 

$5075!  The following week we mailed $2170 in addi-

tional donated cards along with hearts containing Bible 

verses chosen by our students.  At the September 15 chap-

el, we facetimed with Mrs. Gerber and were caught up on 

their recovery.   

We continue to pray for our new friends in Katy, Texas, 

and the common mission we share to transform lives!  

There are amazing stories from this school about God’s 

provision and blessings even in dire circumstances. We 

feel compelled to use this as an opportunity to teach our 

students how we respond to challenging events like  

Hurricane Harvey.  Thank you St. John’s for working  

together to make this difference! We thank 7th grader Vee 

Aggarwal and family for providing the hearts our students 

wrote their messages and Bible verses on. 

Superintendent Peregoy 
facetimed during chapel 
with Head of Schools 
Judy Gerber 
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HOW TO REACH US 
4500 Buena Vista Road 
Bakersfield, CA  93311-9702 
 Phone: 661-665-7815 
 Email: office@sjlchurch.org 
 Web page: www.sjlchurch.org  

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Articles may be submitted by mail, email 
(vmarlow@sjlchurch.org), or delivery to 
the church office.  Celebrate! is published 
six times per year.  Contact the office for 
deadline information.  Submitted material 
may be edited for space or content. 

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP 
Business card-sized sponsorships are 
$25 per issue and are subject to space  
availability and postal regulations.  
St. John’s is not promoting or endorsing 
the businesses shown herein. 

MINISTRY STAFF 
Dennis Hilken … Pastor 
 dhilken@sjlchurch.org 

Eric Van Scharrel … Pastor 
 evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org 

Trinidad Castañeda … Pastor 
 tcastaneda@sjvof.org 

Spencer Peregoy … Director of  
Operations, School Superintendent 
 speregoy@sjlchurch.org 

Cheri Mosley …  
Interim Director, Children’s Center  
 cmosley@sjlchurch.org 

Brian Scheller …  
Director, Worship and Music Arts 
 bscheller@sjlchurch.org 

Chris Cawthon …  
Director, Worship and Technical Arts  
 ccawthon@sjlchurch.org 

Lorraine Davis …  
Kidz Ministry Team Lead 
 ldavis@sjlchurch.org 

Stacey Persons …  
Kidz Ministry Team 
 spersons@sjlchurch.org 

Cary Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team Lead 
 choff@sjlchurch.org 

Dereem Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team 
 dhoff@sjlchurch.org 

George Bruick …  
Young Adult Ministry/Worship Arts 
 gbruick@sjlchurch.org 

Mike Kinsey …  
Director of Finance & HR  
 mkinsey@sjlchurch.org 

Dwayne Clemans, CSP …  
Facilities Manager 
 dclemans@sjlchurch.org 

Celebrate! is a  
bi-monthly publication of  

St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

If you haven’t been baptized and 

would like to be, or would like to 

talk to a pastor about baptism, 

contact Debbie at 665-7815 or 

dholbrook@sjlchurch.org. 

With great joy we welcome 

Addison Beaty 

Sandra & Samuel Bozarth 

Mariana Burger 

Colton Cattani 

Liam Hoffman 

Colby Lewis 

Jett Lewis 

Addison Hanssen Rivera 

Delilah Rossi 

Addison & Dominic Sparks 

Jameson Williams 

who in faith received God’s  

miraculous touch of grace 

through baptism. 

Worship Services 

Classic Grace Worship 
8:30 a.m. Sanctuary  

Family Worship 
10:00 a.m. Worship Center 

Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday 

Adult Bible Studies  

For the most up-to-date information 

on available groups, please see the 

News & Notes on our website at 

sjlchurch.org/nnn or call the office, 

665-7815. 

Have you ever wondered how to 

meet people or 

get connected at 

church?  

Joining a LIFE-

Group is a great  

way to do both.  LIFEGroups are 

small groups that meet weekly or  

bi-weekly and have Bible study to-

gether.  For information, go to 

sjlchurch.org/lifegroups or call  

Pam, 665-7815. 

 

EMBRACING WEIGHT LOSS GOD’S WAY 

Wellness Workshop 
 

October 7, 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 
Enjoy a host of speakers and friends who will encourage, equip,  

motivate and inspire you on your wellness journey.   
This event is open to anyone and everyone desiring a fitness boost.  

 

Special guest speakers: Helen Baratta  
Author of Restored! Embracing Weight Loss God’s Way &   

First Place 4 Health Director of Development  

Janet McHenry, Author & Speaker  
Michele Lawrence, Singer, Songwriter, Worship Leader  

 
Please join us for a day of faith, fun, food and fitness!  

COST: $25* (Lunch included)  Register online at firstplace4health.com. 
*Price goes up to $35 after 10/4/17.   Early Bird Exercise at 8:15 AM   

Contact Dotty Mellor for information at dorothymellor@att.net or 661-829-1068.  

mailto:office@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/
mailto:vmarlow@sjlchurch.org?subject=Celebrate!
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Check us out: facebook.com/groups/SJLCWomen 

Women’s Coffee 
Connection 
new location! 

Stop by for a cup of coffee or tea, 

fellowship and fun.  Get to know  

the other women of all ages at St. 

John’s.  We meet the third Thursday 

of each month 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 

Panera, Stockdale Hwy.   Bring a 

friend!   

St. John’s MOPS  
Mother of Preschoolers 

We meet two Thursdays a month from 

September-May, 9:00-11:00 a.m., in the 

Worship Center Lobby. We come to-

gether for support, great food, friend-

ship and to celebrate being moms. 

Nursery is provided.  For infor-

mation, contact Lorraine Davis, 665-

7815 or ldavis@sjlchurch.org. 

Meet Me at the Movies! 

Ladies of all ages— 

do you miss movies  

you would like to see 

because you don’t 

have anyone to see 

them with?  Come 

out to our “Meet Me at the Movies”  

Women’s Ministry event. Movies to 

be determined and suggestions are 

welcomed.  We meet for coffee or 

dinner after the movie.  Check the 

News & Notes or watch the SJLC 

Women’s Facebook group for  

details. 

Fun Fellowship Events & Bible Studies  

Opportunities to Make Friends,  
Learn, and Be Supported 

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org?subject=MOPS
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Our Seminarian’s Report 

You may support our seminary student by making a  
tax deductible payment through sjlchurch.org/giving,  

or by a memo notation on your check or the front  
of your envelope for “seminary education.” 

Hello St. John's! 

As many of you are 

aware, August and 

September means 

back to school. For 

Mikaela that has 

meant another 

school year with 

some outstanding 

changes. Her school 

was looking for 

someone to teach 

middle school half 

day since their other 

middle school teach-

er only teaches in the mornings. And since Mikaela's kindergar-

ten class only has four students, she got the job. So half way 

through the day, her kindergarteners join the first graders, and 

she goes upstairs to teach fourth, fifth, and sixth grades, just as 

she was finally settling into a routine in kindergarten. But the 

last two months have been a fun experience for her. Despite 

having to adjust to an entirely different way of teaching (she 

has to actually grade papers now!), she has had a lot of fun 

branching out and teaching older children. 

For me, back to school has meant actually sitting in a classroom 

once again after a year of not doing so. I have had to restruc-

ture, once again, how I think about what I am doing. It feels 

like trying to wrestle an octopus. However school makes you so 

busy learning that you don't have time to overthink these things, 

you just work until you've done all your homework. But, as 

awful as I'm making this sound, having the opportunity to once 

again learn from some of the most educated people in our Syn-

od has been a big blessing, and actually rather fun. 

Our time here in St. Louis is limited. And nowhere does that 

show more than in the beginning of the call process. Call Day, 

when those graduating from seminary find out what church they 

will be serving in, doesn't happen until April. Already we have 

been asked to attend meetings, fill out applications, and sign up 

for interviews. And this is just the beginning. More is yet to 

come. So as intimidating as the process is, at the same time, it 

will be good to finally not be in school, to finally be engaging 

full time in the ministry I have been preparing for these last 

eight years. 

Our move back to the Seminary hasn't been all work and no 

play. We have taken opportunities for ourselves to relax and 

enjoy being back in a big city. The Seminary is located right 

next to Forest Park, an enormous park set in the middle of the 

city that has a zoo, a history museum, an art museum, and so 

many other things all encircled and crossed over by running  

and biking trails. So shortly after we moved back, we saw the 

musical Newsies at the Muny, their outdoor theater. We also 

have begun running more, taking full advantage of the nearby 

trails. One other wonderful thing about being back in St. Louis, 

all of our friends who moved away during vicarage have moved 

back, and so we actually can spend time with them again. We 

have had campfires in the evenings as it has cooled down and 

gone on hikes. In general, between school and our fun activi-

ties, it has been nice to be back in St. Louis. 

I want to conclude with a thank you. As we approach the end of 

Seminary, I want to thank you especially for all of the support 

you have given me over the years, helping me out financially in 

both the undergraduate and graduate levels. All the support you 

have given us these last few years has been a huge blessing, and 

has really made all of this possible. Thank you so much. 

In the name of Christ our savior, 

Nicholas and Mikaela Duerr  
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Roberta Holzman, SRES, CRP 

“Around the block or around the 

world, if anyone you know wants to 

buy or sell a home, I can help.” 

DRE #01152909 

Coldwell Banker Preferred, Realtors 

relocation@cbbakersfield.com 
661.836.6210 direct 

661.747.4003 cell 

9100 Ming Ave #100 

Bakersfield, CA 93311 

mailto:relocation@cbbakersfield.com
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Celebrate Serve Donate 

St. John’s 

PUMPKINFEST 

Saturday, October 28 

4:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

It’s time for the St. John’s family to  

get together and create an event the  

whole community will enjoy.  

Join us and take part.  Go to sjlchurch.org/pumpkinfest 

sjlchurch.org/pumpkinfest
sjlchurch.org/pumpkinfest

