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By Pastor Trinidad Castañeda 

Changing Lives at 
SJVOF in Arvin 

We had a wonderful, awesome, fantastic, glorious, amazing, incredible, over the top, 
blessed time at VBS this year!  We had tons of fun, food and KIDS, TOO (80)! We began 

every evening with dinner and we served about 130 people, including kids, volunteers and 

parents. We want to thank ALL volunteers and everyone who helped put this program to-

gether. It takes a lot of work and time to put a VBS like this together. A special Thank You 
to Mrs. Lorraine and Mrs. Stacey, God has blessed both of you with a wonderful gift...  

teaching His children.  I pray that God continues to bless you and all the children who will 

learn God’s Word through you.  We look forward to 2018!    Photos courtesy of Eric Steele 

We are eagerly anticipating the start of our 3rd year of S.A.Y. YES!, a bibli-
cally-based afterschool program. Can you believe it?  We have finished two 

years and are about to begin our third.  What a wonderful blessing this pro-

gram has been to the Arvin community.  But not only to them, but to us as a 

congregation; we have come to know many families through the S.A.Y. YES! 
program.  I am happy to say that as of today, 3/4 of our S.A.Y. YES! kids  

attend our worship services on Sunday with their families! This year we  

finished the school year with 19 children and we are looking forward to what 

God has in store for us this coming school year.   

Thank you to ALL who volunteer, we could not do any of this without you 

and a special thank you to Mrs. Pam Schallock and Mrs. Pat Mossman who 
both work so hard to put this program together for an ENTIRE school year! 

Incredible! Thank you! 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Volunteer to help Thursday afternoon 

each week during the school year.  
For information, contact  

Pat Mossman, 304-6115. 

S.A.Y. YES! helps children & brings families to church 

Snow-much Fun! 
Operation Arctic 
VBS explored the 
coolest book on 
the planet— 
the Bible  
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From Pastor D. on behalf of our Strategic Leadership Team, 

Dear St. John’s family, 

We are honored to share the good news that Mr. Brian Scheller has 
accepted our invitation to serve here.  His time is shared between 
Traditional Worship Arts and School Music. 

Brian, his wife Sara, and son Braden will be joining us as soon as 
logistics allow.  Please offer up prayers of thanks and ongoing sup-
port for their transition from St. Louis. 

Here is his acceptance letter 

Dear Rev. Hilken, Rev. Van Scharrel, Mr. Peregoy, &  

congregation members, 

Greetings and peace be with 

you through our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ! 

Thank you so much for all 

your prayers and kind 

words throughout this pro-
cess of prayer, reflection on 

God’s Word, discussion, 

and deliberation as Sara, 
Braden, and I reflected on 

where the Holy Spirit was 

leading us to serve.  This 

process has not been an easy 
one for us and has resulted in many sleepless nights, tears, and just 

general wondering what God has in store for us. 

I am eternally grateful to you all at St. John’s Lutheran Church and 
School for graciously welcoming my family and me to your minis-

tries, answering numerous questions, and lifting us up in prayer 

throughout this process.  God has truly blessed your ministries and it 

is evident that Christ is shared in the Bakersfield community and 

your ministries are a bright light in our dark world. 

We have deliberated and have been led by the Holy Spirit to accept 

your Call to serve as Director, Worship and Music Arts at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church and School!  We believe that my gifts and talents 

will fit well and help share the light of Christ further in the Bakers-

field community. 

Please pray for the ministries of Lutheran High School North and 

Immanuel Lutheran Church & School as they begin the task of 

searching for the people that will serve them in the future in our ab-

sences.  Pray for Sara, Braden, and me as we say goodbye to our 
ministries, family, and friends in the St. Louis area.  Pray that we are 

able to sell our home quickly and bless our transition to the Bakers-

field area.  We will continue to lift you all up in prayer, rejoicing in 

the fact that in Christ, we are one. 

In Christ, 

Brian M. Scheller 

New Director of Worship & Music Arts 

You are invited  
to attend a FREE 

SENIOR 
SCAM 

STOPPERSM 

SEMINAR 
 

Hosted by 

Assemblyman 
Rudy Salas 

with representatives from  
Kern County Aging and 
Adult Services and the  

Arvin Police Department 

 
Tuesday, Sept. 19 

10:00 a.m.–12 Noon 
St. John’s 

Valley of Faith 
500 Campus Dr. 

Arvin, CA 
 

Learn how to protect  
yourself from various types 

of fraud. Seniors, their  
families and caregivers  

are welcome to attend. 

Brian and Sara Scheller with son Braden 
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Though HIS took a small summer break from projects due to 

summer vacations, we did donate a car load of clothing and 

toiletry items to the Kern Rescue Mission.  We also met and 

decided on projects for the next six months. 

Right now school is on our radar, and along with 

that comes backpack and school supply sales.  

We are asking that you purchase extra supplies 
(you can use our blue "Just One More” bags) to 

donate to the Kern County students who 

are in need of new supplies! If you are a 

teacher and know of students in need, we 

will help you with supplies. 

We will serve breakfast at St Vincent de Paul on Saturday, Sep-

tember 2.  We will have volunteer signups to purchase/prepare 

breakfast items, as well as a sign-up for those willing to serve. 

July 12, 2017  

I am writing to share my appreciation to 

the Hearts In Service group for their 

efforts in the Blessing Bag Ministry.  I 

carried a Blessing Bag around for sever-
al weeks half heartedly keeping an eye 

out for a likely recipient.  Then one Sun-

day, my wife and I picked 

up a second bag with the 

intention of not going 

home until we had found 

two homeless recipients. 

It was one of those hot 

Bakersfield days and we 

headed for California and 

Oak streets where we had 

seen street folks in the past.  
Basically we looked for 

shopping carts with the 

usual collection of recycla-

bles and we found a wom-

an lying on a shady grassy 

spot next to her cart.  I went 

over and she was covered 

with blankets (in this heat?) with only 

her face sticking out which was made up 

like those zombies you see in the zombie 

films, kinda of scary. I asked her if she 
was OK, to no reply, so I announced that 

I had a gift for her from our church. She 

still did not respond so I laid the bag 

next to her and left, quickly.  (Weird, but 

keep reading; one more bag to go.)  

From California and Oak streets, we 

headed down to Costco on Panama 

Lane.  On the southside of Panama Lane 

in the shade was a bench at a bus stop. 

My wife spotted a person sitting there 

with a shopping cart as we passed by -
going in the opposite direction.  Since 

there was no stopping or parking on 

Panama Lane, at the next 

intersection I turned into a 

neighborhood and found a 

place to park.  I grabbed 

my Blessing Bag and 

hoofed it back down Pana-

ma Lane to the bench.  As I 

got closer I could see that 

this was indeed a homeless 

person with the customary 

shopping cart.  

The person sitting there 

was a woman, very dishev-

eled looking and definitely 

homeless. Then I noticed 

that she had only one leg.  

A prosthesis, such as you 

see on veterans, was in 

place of the missing leg.  It was hard to 

judge her age because of such a ravaged 

look, but I would estimate she was in 
her 50s.  She was sitting there looking 

and shuffling some official looking, but 

very wrinkled, papers in her hand. She 

looked up at me and noticed the Bless-

ing Bag in my hands and with a hopeful 

look said, "I'm homeless!"  I said, "I 

know, and I have a gift for you from our 

church" and before I could even hand it 

to her, she broke out into tears.  It was so 

pitiful that I started to tear up too.  I 

managed to choke out a wish that things 

would get better for her, I think I said 
"God bless you" and turned around and 

walked away distressed that I could 

think of no more to do for her.  My wife 

and I have looked for her since then hop-

ing to give her another bag, but so far 

have not seen her.  I think of her often.  

It was one of the most heartfelt experi-

ences I have had in my life.  Thank you 

H.I.S.  

"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 

receive mercy."  

-Anonymous  

In October we will be gathering blankets (watch for sales, we 

will display a sample), gloves, gently-used and new jackets, and 

warm hats. These will be distributed to shelters in the area.  

LIFEGroups have been doing an awesome job of keeping 

us supplied with Blessing Bags (with the help of 

Thrivent money), for that we are always grateful! 

As of this date, we have not received notification of 

how much St. John’s collected for the Bakersfield 

Pregnancy Center through our Baby Bottle  
campaign. We are still accepting bottles from 

those who have procrastinated! 

Thank you from the HIS Team, 

Debbie, Jenny, Jan, Chuck, Kristin, Kimberlee, and Andrea 

How Will You Participate in the H.I.S. Fall Projects?  

Two Blessing Bags 
A Personal Story  

Blessing Bags are a project of 

St. John’s Hearts In Service 
(H.I.S.) ministry.  A Blessing Bag 
is a plastic gallon bag filled with 
non-perishable food items and 
personal items such as tooth-
paste, soap and socks.  The 
bags are filled from contributions 
by individuals, LIFEGroups or 
other ministries such as St. 
John’s Student Ministry.  The 
filled bags are then distributed to 
individuals who handout the bags 
to homeless persons.   

For more information on how to 
participate in this project, call the 
office, 665-7815, or stop by the 
HIS kiosk on Sunday morning. 

Blessing Bag assembly 
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Life-changing Adventure! 
Serving as a Stephen Minister changes lives. 
Training begins August 17.  You’re invited to join us!  

By Leslie Devitt, Stephen Ministry Leader 

Stephen Ministry is a highly 

confidential, Christ-centered 

program that equips and em-

powers lay caregivers—called 
Stephen Ministers—to provide 

care to people who are hurting.  

Stephen Ministers are lay peo-
ple—Christian men and wom-

en—trained to provide one-to-

one care to people experiencing 
a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or 

terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military deploy-

ment. 

Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life. Their commonality? 
A passion for bringing Christ’s love and care to people during a time 

of need.  From its beginnings in 1975 with Dr. Kenneth Haugk, the 

lay ministry program now has caregivers in 12,000 congregations 
around the world.  Stephen Ministry started in a Lutheran church, 

but today it is in many different 

Christian congregations global-

ly. 

Stephen Ministry has been a 

part of St. John’s for many 

years.  If you have considered 
being part of this ministry, we 

would like to personally invite 

you to a life-changing, training 
adventure beginning Thursday, August 17, 6:30 p.m.  Not only will 

you enlighten yourself with this training, you will be well equipped 

to assist others during difficult times. 

Upon completion of the training, you will be commissioned to serve 
as a Stephen Minister, providing care to someone who requests it, 

and often meeting with him or her for approximately one hour a 

week.  He or she might be experiencing a loss, an illness, a signifi-
cant life change, or just need someone to talk with.  Often caregivers 

do telephone care as well. 

The training is every Thursday evening begin-
ning August 17 and runs until the week before 

Thanksgiving.  We will take a break during the 

Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s holi-

days and resume the beginning of January, com-

pleting the training in February. 

Please prayerfully consider joining your St. John’s Stephen Ministry 

Team.  Help us care for hurting people.  Feel free to contact any of 
the leaders with questions.  Call Debbie in the church office,  

665-7815, to sign up or have one of the Stephen Ministry Leaders 

contact you for further information. 

www.facebook.com/SJLCBakersfield/ 

Operation Arctic VBS, Germany Reformation Tour, 
SSM Jr. High Hume San Diego trip, and St. John’s 
Children’s Center Car Wash Fundraiser were recent 
Facebook posts.  Check it out and LIKE us!   

http://www.facebook.com/SJLCBakersfield/
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Thank you to all of our families who sent their  

children and to our volunteers who made it pos-

sible to teach them that the “Bible is the Coolest 

Book on the Planet.” It is God's breathed word 

and we want them to: 

   Learn It! Love it! Live It!    

 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.  

2 Timothy 3:16 
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Kidz 56 is a great place for energetic, fun-loving pre-teens in grades 5 & 6! Students can “hang out” with 

friends their own age and dig deeper into the word of God; we encourage friendships and inclusiveness.  

We want every student to feel included and be a part of a program they want to come to and can be proud of!  

We are also committed to creating an open and honest environment where we encourage students to ask 

questions and discover real answers.  We accomplish this by playing fun, messy games, having fun parties, 

talking about growing up and growing in faith, and participating in community service projects to make the 

world a better place. 

We hope each student will connect with others and make friendships that will continue in their future as  

they graduate through our student ministry programs.  For more information, contact Lorraine Davis,  

ldavis@sjlchurch.org or 661-665-7815. 

REGISTER for AWANA at www.sjlchurch.org/awana 

St. John’s AWANA is a mid-week ministry committed to reaching children with the Gospel of Christ and teaching 

them to know, love, and serve God. AWANA blends Bible teaching, Scripture memorization, and tons of fun.  Join us! 

AGES:  4 years old by September 1 through 6th grade. 

YEARLY SIGN UP FEE:  $35 per child or $15 per child if a parent volunteers for the year.  This fee goes towards 

clubbers books, badges and jewels that are placed on their AWANA vest or T-shirt.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Each class needs 2+ adult volunteers.  Volunteers listen to verses and rotate children 

through Bible Story taught by Kidz Ministry Team, game time led by Games Team, and snack. 

For more information, contact Lorraine Davis, ldavis@sjlchurch.org or 661-665-7815. 

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/awana
mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
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JUNIOR HIGH  
Mystery Room Night 

Pool Party 
Incoming JH Students 

SENIOR HIGH  
Ice Cream Challenge 
Pool Party 
Service Night  
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All Jr. & Sr. High students are welcome to 
hang out, play games, and buy snacks 

during Garage hours. 
 

 Sun., Aug. 20 SSM Fall Programming Resumes 
  Sunday Morning Remix @ 10:00 a.m.  

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Aug. 21 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Aug. 23 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Sat., Aug. 26 Infusion NIGHT 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Aug. 27 No Sr. High Youth Group 

 Mon., Aug. 28 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Wed., Aug. 30 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Sept. 3 No Sr. High Youth Group 

 Mon., Sept. 4  No Garage Hours 

 Wed., Sept. 6 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Sun., Sept. 10  Sunday Morning Remix @ 10:00 a.m.  

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Sept. 11 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Wed., Sept. 13 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Sept. 17  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Sept. 18 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Wed., Sept. 20 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sept. 22-24 Rooted Girls’ Retreat 

 Sun., Sept. 24 No Sr. High Youth Group 

 Mon., Sept. 25 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 Wed., Sept. 27 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 

Events take place @ The Garage  

(4500 Buena Vista Rd) 

 

INFUSION DETAILS ON BACK PAGE 

ROOTED  

GIRLS’ RETREAT 

September 22-24, 2017 

Guys’ RetReat 

October 13-15, 2017 

Fear Factor 
Youth Group Teaching series coming this fall 

Stay in the loop with SSM!  
Text @ssmjrhigh to 81010 to receive Jr. High updates. 

Text @ssmsrhigh to 81010 to receive Sr. High updates. 
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Our New  
Library 
The much-anticipated 

St. John’s School  

library and media cen-
ter is in the final stages 

of completion.  Former-

ly the school library 

held over 10,000 titles 
in a portable room on 

the far north end of the 

campus.  Most of the 
titles in the library have been contributed through the 

school’s “Birthday Book” program.  This program was 

introduced by librarian Laura Fanucchi.  Librarians fol-

lowing her, including Tina Cecala, Elizabeth Marchetti, 
and current librarian Kelly Pudiwitr, have all continued in 

this much-enjoyed tradition at St. John’s.  Students are 

Check Out What’s New at SJLS!  

eager to discover whose birthday book they are reading 
when they open their selections to the special nameplate at 

check-out.  In addition to being a special recognition of 

each student during their birthday month, this program 

contributes approximately 300 newly-released titles to the 
library annually.  With this success in inventory growth, 

the move to the library is not only an exciting time for 

students, teachers, and families, but a much needed one, as 

well. 

The new location will not only have an immense amount 

of shelving to hold this growing collection, but will also 
have many other amenities.  This new space has a special 

reading corner for lower grades and a comfortable, invit-

ing seating area for upper grades and adults.  There is a 
large workroom for the librarian to prepare birthday 

books, plan author visits and activities, and arrange book 

fairs.  The circulation desk is large enough for the librari-

an to incorporate student assistants who desire to learn 
how the library works.  Lastly is the addition 

of a media center with student work stations 

which allow for collaborative projects and re-

search to be completed. 

This much-desired new library and media cen-

ter will be providing the space and resources to 

take our campus “Beyond Our Horizon!” 

 

Our New Teachers 

K-2 Music and  
Junior High Handbells 

Mrs. Kathy Ruiz will join our music department to teach 
K-2 music and junior high handbells. Kathy Ruiz is excit-

ed and proud to be a part of SJLS and a member of SJLC.  

Kathy, originally from Kansas, moved to Bakersfield in 
2013 along with her husband, Leo, and their children, 

Mariana and Christian.  She began playing bassoon pro-

fessionally while in high school and graduated from 

Wichita State University and then University of Michigan 
for grad school.  Kathy has played in a number of orches-

tras, including the renowned New World Symphony in 

Our library, science lab and classrooms are almost  
ready for our students and groundwork has begun on  
the cafeteria/conference center.  
To find out about our Beyond Our Horizon Capital  
Campaign, go to sjlchurch.org/horizon.  

http://www.sjlchurch.org/horizon
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Miami Beach, Florida, and 
most recently the Pasadena 

Symphony. She met her hus-

band when she was an assis-

tant professor at Bowling 
Green State University in 

Ohio. After moving to LA, she 

played in the recording studios 
on a number of movies includ-

ing Tangled, Tron: Legacy, 

and Jack Reacher. 

Fun facts: Kathy is an avid 

reader, enjoys vegetable gar-

dening and can't wait to share 

figs from her new fig tree! 

4th Grade Teacher  

Mr. Aaron Longmire from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is our  

new 4th grade teacher. 

He graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran College in Mil-

waukee and spent his first four years teaching there, one 

year at Academy of Excellence and the last three years at 

Mount Olive Christian Day School.  

Aaron was born in Napoleon, Ohio, in 1991 and lived 

there for ten years before his family moved to Green Bay, 

Wisconsin, where his parents still reside. His father, 
Duane, currently teaches 

fourth grade and is entering 

his thirty-eighth year of teach-
ing and his mother, Kari, is 

also entering her thirty-eighth 

year as a music teacher, choir 
and hand bell director, and 

organist. 

Aaron has two older siblings, 

Sarah and Ben. Sarah lives in 
Traverse City, Michigan and 

is a deaconess and kindergar-

ten teacher. Ben lives in 
Willmar, Minnesota, (about 

one hundred miles west of the 

Twin Cities) with his wife, Natalie, and their twenty-

month-old daughter, Mabel; he works as a concrete engi-

neer. 

In his free time, Aaron enjoys being outdoors, playing 

sports (especially soccer), biking, and other such activi-
ties. He also enjoys reading, especially history and theolo-

gy. He was raised as and still is a Packers, Badgers, Brew-

ers, and Bucks fan. Aaron is excited for the opportunities 
and experiences that St. John’s, Bakersfield, and Califor-

nia will have for him. 

St. John’s Children’s Center had a fabulous summer.  Our 
summer program was nine weeks of exciting activities 

transforming the lazy days of summer to the learning days 

of summer.  The Center averaged 90 to 100 children dai-

ly.  Each session provided a chance for the Center’s chil-
dren to experience theme-related vocabulary words and 

facts, music, science, pretend play, creative art experienc-

es, meet old and new friends, experience on-site field 
trips, and most importantly, to have fun.  All activities for 

our summer sessions were carefully planned to be devel-

opmentally appropriate and are the building blocks our 
children need to give them a head start in the coming 

school year.  

Some of the wonderful themes St. John’s this summer 

were:  Wacky Water Week, Jungle Week, Fairy Tale 
Week, Animal Planet Week, Around the World Week, 

Patriotic Week, Wild West, VBS “Operation Arctic” and 

Circus Days.  We had visitors from the Bakersfield Fire 
Department, CALM, Cinderella, No Kill Kern and the 

Kern County Sheriff’s Posse.  

Center Hosts Purple Ribbon  
Press Conference 

St. John’s Children’s Center was honored to host the an-
nual “Purple Ribbon Press Conference.” Kern County 

designated the month of July as “Purple Ribbon Month” 

to educate and increase awareness of the dangers of leav-
ing children unattended in or around motor vehicles. The 

conference started with Pastor Eric Van Scharrel offering 

a welcome and a prayer. Our 3-5 year olds sang two 

songs and School Superintendent Spencer Peregoy ended 
our press conference, which included two demonstrations 

(Continued on page 12) 

Mr. Aaron Longmire  

Mrs. Kathy Ruiz  

Summer Sizzles at  
St. John’s Children’s Center; 
Fall Preparations Underway 
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HOW TO REACH US 
4500 Buena Vista Road 

Bakersfield, CA  93311-9702 
 Phone: 661-665-7815 
 Email: office@sjlchurch.org 

 Web page: www.sjlchurch.org  

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Articles may be submitted by mail, email 

(vmarlow@sjlchurch.org), or delivery to 
the church office.  Celebrate! is published 

six times per year.  Contact the office for 

deadline information.  Submitted material 
may be edited for space or content. 

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP 
Business card-sized sponsorships are 
$25 per issue and are subject to space  
availability and postal regulations.  

St. John’s is not promoting or endorsing 
the businesses shown herein. 

MINISTRY STAFF 
Dennis Hilken … Pastor 
 dhilken@sjlchurch.org 

Eric Van Scharrel … Pastor 
 evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org 

Trinidad Castañeda … Pastor 
 tcastaneda@sjvof.org 

Spencer Peregoy … Director of  
Operations, School Superintendent 
 speregoy@sjlchurch.org 

Cheri Mosley …  
Interim Director, Children’s Center  
 cmosley@sjlchurch.org 

Brian Scheller …  
Director, Worship and Music Arts 
 bscheller@sjlchurch.org 

Chris Cawthon …  
Director, Worship and Technical Arts  
 ccawthon@sjlchurch.org 

Lorraine Davis …  
Kidz Ministry Team Lead 
 ldavis@sjlchurch.org 

Stacey Persons …  
Kidz Ministry Team 
 spersons@sjlchurch.org 

Cary Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team Lead 
 choff@sjlchurch.org 

Dereem Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team 
 dhoff@sjlchurch.org 

George Bruick …  
Young Adult Ministry/Worship Arts 
 gbruick@sjlchurch.org 

Mike Kinsey …  
Director of Finance & HR  
 mkinsey@sjlchurch.org 

Dwayne Clemans, CSP …  
Facilities Manager 
 dclemans@sjlchurch.org 

Celebrate! is a  

bi-monthly publication of  
St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

If you haven’t been baptized and 

would like to be, or would like to 

talk to a pastor about baptism, 

contact Debbie at 665-7815 or 

dholbrook@sjlchurch.org. 

With great joy we welcome 

Colton Cattani 

Addison Hanssen Rivera  

Addison Sparks 

Dominic Sparks 

Jameson Williams 

who in faith received God’s  

miraculous touch of grace 

through baptism. 

Worship Services 

Classic Grace Worship 
8:30 a.m.   Sanctuary  

Family Worship 
10:00 a.m.   Worship Center 

Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday 

Adult Bible Studies  

Several new studies begin this fall.  

For the most up-to-date information 

on available groups, please see the 
News & Notes on our website at 

sjlchurch.org/nnn or call the office, 

665-7815. 

Have you ever 

wondered how to 

meet people or 
get connected at 

church?  

Joining a LIFEGroup is a great  
way to do both.  LIFEGroups are 

small groups that meet weekly or  

bi-weekly and have Bible study to-

gether.  For information, go to 
sjlchurch.org/lifegroups or call  

Pam, 665-7815. 

of vehicle safety with children. This 

event was attended by the Kern 
County Department of Human Ser-

vices, First 5 Kern, California High-

way Patrol, Bakersfield Police De-
partment, Kern County Fire Depart-

ment, Channels 12, 23, and 17, and 

parents of St. John’s.  It was a great 
way to bring attention to a good 

cause and our little ones were excel-

lent ambassadors for 

Christ.   

Our successful car 

wash and bake sale 

earned $700 for our 
Tanzania children.  

This mission was our 

focus last year and 
will continue to be our focus this 

year.  Look for another car wash and 

Children’s Center Summer 
(Continued from page 11) 

 

bake sale coming this fall! 

It has been a busy summer and now 

St. John’s Children’s Center is in 

preparation for our 2017-2018 school 

year.  St. John’s Children’s Center 
strives to offer a high quality early 

childhood education that is grounded 

in Christ.  Our Center is currently 
full for the 2017-2018 school year, 

with around 170 children attending. 

St. John’s Children’s Center believes 
the development of each child is a 

God-inspired process 

and that it is our re-

sponsibility as educa-
tors to ensure every 

child is offered the 

opportunity for suc-
cess. We look for-

ward to a wonderful 

year and pray God’s 
many blessings on our Center,  

elementary school, and church. 

mailto:office@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/
mailto:vmarlow@sjlchurch.org?subject=Celebrate!
mailto:dhilken@sjlchurch.org
mailto:evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org
mailto:tcastaneda@sjvof.org
mailto:speregoy@sjlchurch.org
mailto:cmosley@sjlchurch.org
mailto:bscheller@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ccawthon@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
mailto:spersons@sjlchurch.org
mailto:choff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dhoff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:gbruick@sjlchurch.org
mailto:pburzlaff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:mkinsey@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dclemans@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dholbrook@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/nnn
http://www.sjlchurch.org/lifegroups


 

CELEBRATE! 13 AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

More events on the horizon. Watch for details.  

• Fifth Friday Family Night 

• Third Thursday Single Ladies 

• Second Saturday starting August 12 

• Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas – Dec. 2 

Go to facebook.com/groups/SJLCWomen 

Women’s  
Coffee  
Connection! 

Stop by for a cup of coffee or tea, 

fellowship and fun.  Get to know  
the other women of all ages at St. 

John’s.  We meet the third Thursday 

of each month 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 
Starbucks, 10610 Stockdale Hwy,  

by Jared Jewelers. Bring a friend!   

Several New Women’s Studies will start soon   
Check the Sunday News & Notes for topics, dates and times!   
 

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study starts September 6! 
Join us for a brand new year of studying God’s Word, pray-

ing, singing and fellowship. Whether you have been coming 

for years or for the first time, you will find sisters in Christ 

who help each other grow in the Word and in friendship. 

We will start the year exploring the book of Matthew,  

from the God’s Word for Today study series. The apostle 
Matthew writes his gospel to proclaim to the world that its 

promised Savior has come. He shows Jesus as the King who 

gives life, salvation, comfort and hope; and He invites us to 

trust in Him as we apply His Word and live as His people.  

The “Kick-Off Coffee” is on September 6, and Bible study will continue every 

Wednesday, 9:00-11:00 am. Free child care is available. For more information, 

call Cary Elliott, 589-5293. 

Hostesses, sign up now! 
 

Hostesses will host a table of 8, 7 guests 

and themselves.  Hostesses provide  

tableware, glassware, decorations.  The 

sky is the limit, from fine china to paper 

party goods, let your creative spirit fly! 
 

Contact Cheri Mosley,  

663-8151, cmosley@ sjlchurch.org. 

Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas 

St. John’s MOPS  
Mother of Preschoolers 

St. Johns’ MOPS meets twice a 

month starting Thursday, September 
14, 9:00-11:00 a.m. in the Worship 

Center Lobby.  We come together 

for support, great food, friendship 

and to celebrate being moms. Nurse-
ry is provided.  For information, con-

tact Lorraine Davis, 665-7815 or 

ldavis@sjlchurch.org. 

BRUNCH     Saturday, Dec. 02, 9:00-12:00 noon  

Inspirational Speaker, Music, Opportunity Baskets 

Great day for ladies of all ages to fellowship and prepare their hearts for Christmas 

Meet Me at the Movies! 

Ladies of all ages—do 
you miss movies you 

would like to see be-

cause you don’t have 

anyone to see them 
with?  Come out to 

our “Meet Me at the Movies” Wom-

en’s Ministry event happening the 
first Sunday afternoon of each 

month.  Movies to be determined 

and suggestions are welcomed.  We 

meet for coffee or dinner after the 
movie.  Watch the SJLC Women’s 

Facebook group for details. 

Fun Fellowship Events & Bible Studies Starting Soon… 

Opportunities to Make Friends,  
Learn, and Be Supported 

mailto:cmosley@%20sjlchurch.org
mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org?subject=MOPS
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Our Seminarian’s Report 

Specializing in  
Corporate Relocation,  
New Construction and Resale  

Roberta Holzman, SRES, CRP 

DRE #01152909 

Coldwell Banker Preferred, Realtors 

relocation@cbbakersfield.com 
661.836.6210 direct 

661.747.4003 cell 

9100 Ming Ave #100 

Bakersfield, CA 93311 

You may support our seminary student by making a  
tax deductible payment through sjlchurch.org/giving,  

or by a memo notation on your check or the front  
of your envelope for “seminary education.” 

Hello St. John's! 

This summer has 

been a time of  

alternating be-

tween  
very busy times 

and significant 

down times. Mi-

kaela and I have 

had many camps 

this summer that 

we have been working at. In June, especially for Mikaela, 

things got very busy. Her school has a summer camp, and they 

requested that the teachers help out if possible, so Mikaela 

worked two weeks of camp, driving in to St. Louis every day to 

teach kids ranging from two years old to fifth grade. She would 

spend the rest of the day in her classrooms working on cleaning 
up from the last year of school and preparing them for the next 

school year.  

On the week Mikaela had off between those two weeks of  

summer camp, Immanuel had VBS. Mikaela and I ran the story 

telling station together, telling large groups of children the  

Bible story of the day, and I was in the opening and closing 

skits as the king, which meant I wore a ridiculous getup all 

week, including boots, a cape, and a crown. However, the kids 

seemed to have the best time. Another summer camp that has 

kept me busy is Immanuel's Upward Basketball camp. As part 

of my duties as vicar I was put in charge of running this camp 
for first through sixth graders, giving the kids an opportunity to 

learn about basketball and about Jesus at the same time. It was a 

lot of work, but the kids had a wonderful time, and I had one 

father tell me his daughter wanted go buy a basketball hoop 

after camp was over.  

What made the camp extra work for me is that for the week and 

a half before it began, my supervising pastor was leading a 

church trip to Germany for the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-

mation. This meant I was left in charge with Bible studies to 

run and church services to plan. It was a very full couple of 

weeks, but also very fulfilling. Other than those bursts of high 

activity, our summer has been relatively quiet. Mikaela has 
been slowly packing up our house for our move back to the 

seminary in early August. We have taken some time to relax at 

home. But more fun, we have been able to take some fun trips 

this summer. At the end of June, we took a short trip to Omaha 

and Des Moines just to explore some of the Midwest. Some 

highlights were meeting a bounty hunter with a love of the  

Cardinals baseball team, discovering Omaha's bike-sharing 

program, and visiting Riverside, Iowa, the future birthplace of 

Captain James T. Kirk. We also have a trip to Washington, 

D.C., and the surrounding area planned. We are traveling with 

Mikaela's sister and her husband for our week long excursion. 

We are very excited about this trip. 

We are also excited to move back to St. Louis for our last year 

of seminary. While we have greatly enjoyed our time here at 

Immanuel and will miss all the people, we are both excited to 

see our friends who have also been away on vicarage as well.  

I am excited to learn more of what I feel like I have missed over 

the last year. And we are looking forward to finally settling 
down after vicarage and fully being able to engage in the life of 

a church. 

We would like to close with a thank you. You at St. John's have 

been very supportive of us, both financially and emotionally, 

and we just want to tell you that we greatly appreciate all that 

you have done for us. Thank you. 

In the name of Christ our savior, 

-Nicholas and Mikaela Duerr 

mailto:relocation@cbbakersfield.com
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