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By Pastor Trinidad Castañeda 

Happenings at 
SJVOF in Arvin 

S.A.Y. YES! completes 2nd year 

We have officially ended our second year of our S.A.Y. YES! 

program! It was a wonderful year full of excitement and lots of 

blessings. We had 19 children attend the program this year and 

wonderful volunteers!  

We also had a championship year! Our children participated in a 

Sports Day competition that consisted of different types of chal-

lenges: races, treasure hunt, and memory Bible verse challenge. I 

am very proud to say our Arvin Kids WON FIRST PLACE! 

They brought the trophy home with great 

pride and beat all the S.A.Y. Yes! Bakers-

field Centers! What a great blessing for 

these wonderful kids; they learned about 

team work and how to push yourself to do 

your very best and the reward that comes 

from it.  

Thank you to all the volunteers, parents 

and coaches; we could not have done this 

without you. God’s blessings to every sin-

gle one of you, and we look forward to see 

what the Lord has in store for us next year! 

Growing the Kingdom 

On May 6, we celebrated three more baptisms at SJVOF. We are 

so thankful to God for His continued blessings! Since we arrived 

in Arvin, we have seen a great number of children come to their 

Baptismal Pact - 19 to be exact. What a wonderful and beautiful 

blessing God has provided to His children through baptism! We 

continue to pray for God’s continued blessing upon these pre-

cious children and their families. 

We are ready!  
VBS is June 5-9 

We are a few days away from celebrating our 

3rd VBS at SJVOF. We have 80 children regis-

tered so far and we are looking forward to a 

great time. We know God has awesome bless-

ings in store for us this year!  

Thank you to Mrs. Lorraine and Mrs. Stacey 

for all your hard work and dedication to our 

VBS here in Arvin. And a GREAT THANK 

YOU to ALL the volunteers! 

Celebrating Easter &  
Mother’s Day 

On Easter Sunday, April 16, we celebrated two 

First Communions! Blessings to Bryan Baltazar 

and Kitzya Rivera and to their families. 

We had a Mother’s Day Celebration on Sun-

day, May 7. We had a bilingual service with 

both our English- & Spanish-speaking groups 

coming together. St. John’s Celebration Choir 

shared their wonderful talents with us. This was 

one of the most beautiful services we have had 

here in Arvin! I want to thank Ms. Karissa and 

everyone who shared their talents! Thank you! 

We also had Mrs. Lorraine join us to help kick 

off VBS!  And to finish the day off, the SJVOF 

men cooked for all the moms and congregation! 

They provided a wonderful lunch! (They start-

ed grilling carne asada at 8:00 a.m.!) It was 

wonderful time! 
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“I’m fascinated by other cultures, how we’re the same and 

how we’re different.” 

Larry Schallock serves on our Mission Task Force. He has seen how St. 

John’s has grown more hands-on in missions over the decades. In the pro-

cess, he has also seen how different mission relationships have fallen into 

our laps by God’s divine appointments, from the ministry in Arvin to Tanza-

nia, Poland to Romania. This is also true in Scotland, where he is traveling 

this summer as part of a group of eight people who are starting with a lot of 

unknowns to see how they can be a support to the Perry family and the over-

all church in Scotland.  

“I thought I was going there to do something for them; they 

changed me.” 

Patrice Appold has been on two trips to our school in Tanzania. She has 

seen the people of  St. John’s respond to the challenge of physically building 

and then supporting this school in an ongoing way.  As is often the case in 

missions, peoples’ response has surpassed all expectations. Our projections 

had us sponsoring 120 students by now; instead, we are currently supporting 

the education of 201 students (and counting). Appold sees the difference in 

the people who have gone on trips and engaged in missions; it gives a wider 

view of ministry, as well as the insight that people everywhere have the 

same need: to be loved, cared for, and to know the Lord. “Once you go 

there, you can’t be the same. They value the things that we should value: 

education and worship. Thousands of people will walk for miles…to wor-

ship.” 

Appold, too, has seen the change over the years at St. John’s. “The thing 

that amazes me here is whatever God places before the people here, they 

respond – and not in a stingy way. How else could we have all these minis-

tries outside of us that have people committed and involved in an ongoing 

way? People see what’s happening in Arvin and Tanzania and elsewhere, 

and they want to be a part of that.” 

“After you get back is when God really puts you to work.”  

Gayle Piescer talks about the light bulb that goes on – not just for people 

who receive the message, but also for those who go. There is a great deal of 

preparation that happens before a trip: mostly preparing your heart, and 

learning to tell your story. The trips themselves build faith, trust and rela-

tionships.  

The Holy Spirit moves us from thinking and observing to 

doing. 

That is the message of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit makes disciples into apos-

tles – those who learn into those who are sent. The Spirit calls us to a bigger 

hope, gathers us into a bigger church, and send us into the world. This sum-

mer, teams will “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 

creation” (Mark 16:15). As part of something bigger, we will pray for them, 

send them, and celebrate what God will do through them as they return. In 

the process, we realize that all those life-changing things that happen all 

around the world can and do happen right here, as well.    

Romania  
June 6-21 

Children to Love  

Orphanages 

Poland  
July 11-25 

English Bible Camp 

Scotland 

Aug 3-14 

Perry Family Support 

Mexico 
Amor 

July 27-31 

House Building Trip 

SSM Youth Group Trip 

outgoing 8th graders, 

current high school  

students & parents 
Registration Deadline: July 9 

Mexico 
Amor 

Fall 2017 

House Building Trip 

St. John’s 
Mission  

Task Force 
current trips 
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School  
Classroom  
Building 

• Occupancy goal is  

August 1 

• Building is in the  

interior drywall  

and exterior stucco 

phases 

• Large library media 

center with shelving 

for books, comforta-

ble seating and tech-

nology work stations 

• Science classroom 

with lab stations, 

sinks and classroom 

desks 

“Just in case  
you missed it…” 

Sanctuary Expansion 
• Sanctuary re-dedicated on Palm Sunday, 

April 9 

• Stained glass window depicts “I AM” 

statements from Gospel of John 

• Expanded occupancy from 280 to 600 

• Awe-inspiring traditional worship space  

• Improved intelligibility for the spoken 

word 

• Flexible space for a wide variety of  

concert events 

Photos by Dan Spiva  
and Vicky Marlow 

Lobby Expansion 
• Fits the remodeled worship space in size and function 

• Still in the process of design and furnishing 

• Sacristy (robing room for pastor, elders, acolytes) provides 

adequate storage and function for worship preparation 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Yesterday I graduated from Concordia Seminary St. Louis with 

a Master of Divinity. I’ve been certified to be a pastor in the 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. I’ve accepted my Call to be 

the Religious Instructor and Campus Pastor at Sierra Lutheran 

High School in Carson City, Nevada! 

The past eight years have been amazing. In 2009, I graduated 

from high school, left Bakersfield and went to Concordia Uni-

versity Irvine. When I began school there, the last thing I want-

ed to do was become a pastor. Pastors have to work holidays 

and I was hoping to get those off. (People who are good at liter-

ature call this statement “foreshadowing.” Which means: 

“Watch out! This is a hint as to what will happen later in the 

story.”) But I began taking classes and I realized 

how much I didn’t know about the Bible, the 

Christian faith, and even Jesus. So, I kept taking 

more and more classes, and I began to realize 

that our faith in Jesus is the most important 

thing. I realized that helping people grow in their 

faith was something that I could get excited 

spending my life doing. I studied Greek, He-

brew, Theology, History, and received an intro-

duction to the pastoral ministry. In 2013, I grad-

uated from Concordia Irvine.  

In the fall of 2013 I started my education at the 

Seminary. I suppose I should specify. I attended 

Concordia Seminary St. Louis. There is another 

seminary, which is in Indiana. But I have school 

pride so I call the St. Louis Seminary, “The 

Sem.” These past four years have been very enlightening. (As 

you would hope of a seminary education!) At each level of my 

education I’ve learned how much more there is to learn! Yet 

there is much you cannot learn from books. Which is why vic-

arage is so important. I did my Vicarage in Macomb, MI. I 

loved it. I was blessed by a congregation who was willing to let 

me come practice the pastoral ministry on them. I was blessed 

by a senior pastor, Greg Griffith, who patiently guided me 

through the nuances of being a pastor. I was blessed to be with 

folks who were excited to care for their community and offer 

them the good news of Jesus and His love for us all. I learned, 

or rather was reminded, that I will never be done learning. Life 

itself is in constant change and therefore one new learning ex-

perience after another. I love learning, so I find this to be an 

exciting prospect.  

On April 26, I received a call to Sierra Lutheran High School in 

Carson City, Nevada, as the Religious Instructor and Campus 

Pastor. I’m going to head off the questions that almost always 

follow this statement. “Did you expect this?” Yes, I interviewed 

with them and so knew it was a possibility. “Did you want 

this?” Yes, I love teaching and am greatly excited for the minis-

try that I’ll be doing at Sierra Lutheran High School. “So are 

you…like, a pastor? Or are you a teacher?” Yes. I have a call to 

Sierra Lutheran High School and I’ll be an ordained pastor. I 

won’t be a pastor in a traditional parish setting, but I’ll still be 

preaching and teaching the gospel of Jesus. The difference is 

simply the context and medium 

in which I’ll be doing “The Pas-

toral Ministry.”  

So, what exactly will I be do-

ing? Teaching! (This is where 

the foreshadowing comes back 

around…I’ll be working a 

school schedule which largely 

has holidays off. Ha!) I’ll be 

working with a few of the other 

teachers to implement a new 

theology curriculum. For the 

first year, most of my time will 

be spent making sure the new 

curriculum gets 

off to a great 

start. To do this 

I’ll be teaching 

the bulk of the 

theology courses. Both things I’m greatly excited 

for. One of the problems that the Church is fac-

ing is that our young people are leaving the 

church in droves. What excites me is that I’ll be 

able to work with some of these young people to 

help them stay in the church. I want to help them 

understand what it is we believe, why we believe 

what we do, and why it is so important to be a 

follower of Jesus. I feel like as a teacher, I’ll 

have the opportunity to make a difference in the 

lives of these young folks.  

Throughout all these years, my St. John’s family (You!) have 

been very supportive. Your support, materially (financial aid) 

and spiritually (your prayers and encouragement) have been 

vital to my completion of both my undergraduate and seminary 

programs. Because of how encouraging you have been to me, I 

want to invite you to my ordination. This is the culminating 

ceremony in the education and training of pastors. It is at this 

ceremony that the candidate becomes a pastor. The office of the 

ministry is conferred upon the candidate through the church. 

Because you have been there for me these past years, I want to 

invite you to be a part of this final step. My ordination is on 

June 11 at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. There will be a reception 

following the service. I would be honored if you came for this 

last step in my formal pastoral education.  

One final point, even though I’m moving to Nevada, I will nev-

er forget you, your ministry and your heart for Jesus. I have 

been blessed to see how you love each other, care for each oth-

er, and support one another. I’ve also seen how you care about 

your community and are committed to sharing the gospel of 

Jesus with those who are in your lives. My hope is that I can 

take that love with me and care for those in my life with the 

same devotion that you do. May God bless you in your lives 

and ministry. 

In Christ,  

Almost Pastor Mark Duerr 

St. John’s member, almost Pastor Mark Duerr  
shares parting thoughts. Ordination is June 11. 

...I began to realize 
that our faith in 
Jesus is the most 
important thing.  
I realized that 
helping people 

grow in their faith 
was something 
that I could get 
excited spending 

my life doing. 
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June theme:  
Creativity—imagining 

what you could do because 

you are made in God’s  

image. 

July theme:  
Uniqueness—every 

child is uniquely wired 

by God.  

July 17-21, 2017 

8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Children and volunteers 

can register online at 

www.sjlchurch.org/vbs 

(Photos from May’s Sunday School)  
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SSM Summer Trips:  
Scholarships available. Spots are limited and reserved on a first-come/first-serve basis with a non-refundable $100 deposit. 

For outgoing 6th and 7th graders: 
Hume San Diego Summer Camp 

June 18-23, 2017   Cost: $550  

Registration Deadline: June 1 
Sun, sand, fun and games, as well as the opportunity to 

grow a deeper faith with Bible speakers and worship!  

Go to sjlchurch.org/hume for more info or to register. 

For outgoing 8th graders 
and current  

High School students: 
Mexico Mission Trip  

July 27-31, 2017  

Cost: $325** 

Registration Deadline: July 9 
 

Build a home from the ground up for a 

needy family! Willing hearts are needed, 

on-the-job training provided! Parents are 

invited! Go to sjlchurch.org/mexico for 

more info or to register.  

**Passport required. Cost is $325  

for active SSM participant after  

$300 Mission Board subsidization.  

Summer Youth Group 
A different event each week, and free snow cones at Youth Group!  

Bring yourself, your Bible, and a friend to earn points toward a free milkshake! 

Jr. High High School 
Wednesday Nights, 6:00-7:30 p.m. @ The Garage 

June 14  Summer Kick Off Pool Party 

June 21  No Youth Group (Jr. High summer trip) 

June 28 Game Night (Snack Shop open; 

 free snow cones) 

July 5  Movie Night (Free popcorn & snow cones) 

July 12  Mystery Room (Snack Shop open;  

 free snow cones) 

July 19  RUSH Air Sports Night 

Off until school resumes. 

Sunday Nights, 6:00-8:00 p.m. @ The Garage 

June 11 Summer Kick Off Pool Party 

June 18 No Youth Group 
 (Jr. High summer trip) 
June 25  Game Night (Snack Shop open; 

 free snow cones) 

July 2  Movie Night (Free popcorn 

 & snow cones) 

July 9  Service Night (Snack Shop open; 

 free snow cones) 

July 16  Mystery Room (Snack Shop open; 

 free snow cones) 

July 23  RUSH Air Sports Night 

Off until school resumes. 
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Stay in the loop with SSM!  
Text @ssmjrhigh to 81010 to receive Jr. High updates. 

Text @ssmsrhigh to 81010 to receive Sr. High updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

All Jr. & Sr. High students are welcome to hang out, 

play games, and buy snacks during Garage hours. 

 
Thur., June 1  Deadline to register for Jr. High Summer Trip 

Sun., June 4  No Sr. High Youth Group  

Wed., June 7  No Jr. High Youth Group  

Sun., June 11  STEP UP SUNDAY!  

   6th Graders welcomed to Jr. High 

   8th Graders welcomed to Sr. High 

   Sunday Morning Remix @ 10:00 a.m. service 

  Sr. High Summer Kick Off Pool Party  

   6:00-8:00 p.m.  

   Dierks’ home, 13400 Paisley Ct, 93314 

Wed., June 14  Jr. High Summer Kick Off Pool Party 6 

   6:00-8:00 p.m.  

   Visser’s home, 15148 Henderson Ave, 93314 

Sun., June 18-23  Jr. High Hume San Diego Summer Camp Trip 

Sun., June 18  No Sr. High Youth Group 

Wed., June 21  No Jr. High Youth Group 

Sun., June 25  Sr. High Youth Group: Game Night  

   6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wed., June 28  Jr. High Youth Group: Game Night  

   6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Sat., July 1-4  SSM Fireworks Fundraiser  

Sun., July 2  Sr. High Youth Group: Movie Night  

   6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wed., July 5  Jr. High Youth Group: Movie Night  

   6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Sun., July 9  Sunday Morning Remix @ 10:00 a.m. service 

  Deadline to register for Sr. High Mission Trip 

  Sr. High Youth Group: Service Night  

   6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wed., July 12  Jr. High Youth Group: Mystery Room  

   6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Sun., July 16  Sr. High Youth Group: Mystery Room  

   6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wed., July 19  Jr. High Youth Group @ Rush Air Sports Night  

   6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Sun., July 23  Sr. High Youth Group @ Rush Air Sports Night  

   6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wed., July 26  No Jr. High Youth Group 

Thur., Jul 27-31  Sr. High Mexico Mission Trip 

Sun., July 30  No Sr. High Youth Group 

Events take place @ The Garage (4500 Buena Vista Rd) 

* Off campus. Contact Dereem for address.  

         SSM Summer 
     Kick-Off 
       Pool Party 

 
High School: June 11 @ 6:00-8:00 p.m., 

Dierks’ home, 13400 Paisley Ct, 93314                   
 

Jr. High: June 14 @ 6:00-8:00 p.m.,  

Visser’s home, 15148 Henderson Ave, 

93314 
 

Free BBQ & fun! Bring your friends to this 

summer’s first big bash! 

(Modest swimwear, please.) 

Fundraising Opportunity:  
Fireworks Booth 
Want to earn money to send your  

student on awesome SSM trips during the 

year? Take part in our Fireworks Booth 

Fundraiser! Students can get involved by 

pre-selling vouchers, and adults age 18+ 

can work shifts in our SSM fireworks booth 

July 1-4 to earn funds for your student. 

Shift sign-ups begin the first week of June. 

Parents: Volunteer to help with  
SSM Programs! 
SSM needs you! Volunteers with willing hearts and who 
love students and the Lord are needed regularly or  
periodically for things as simple as making milkshakes. 
Training provided! Contact Cary or Dereem to volunteer. 
Students: Volunteer to help with VBS! 
Students in grade 7 or higher (and parents, too) can volun-
teer to help with Vacation Bible School on July 17-21.  
Go to sjlchurch.org/vbs for more info and to register. 



 

CELEBRATE! 10 JUNE/JULY 2017

Each year in May, our Kindergarten students learn about two 

significant historical figures, Orville and Wilbur Wright, as part 

of their science and history curriculum. They learn how these 

brilliant aviation pioneers started out in a bicycle shop and how 

they accomplished the first successful airplane flight which 

lasted for a short 12 seconds. They learned that it is important 

to not give up and keep trying until they are successful. To cele-

brate the Wright brothers’ accomplishments, the kindergarten-

ers have a day where they have the opportunity to build and fly 

their own airplane. 

Additionally, since the Wright Brothers first started off in a 

bicycle shop, the kindergarten students were able to choose 

Sixth Grade Goes Solar 

Sixth grade finished out the school year 

with a ton of energy- solar energy that is! 

As part of the energy unit in science class, 

the sixth graders learned about several 

renewable energy resources including 

wind, hydroelectric, biomass, nuclear, 

geothermal, and many students’ favorite, 

solar energy.  

For one of the final activities of the unit, 

students built their own solar ovens and 

actually cooked in them. With some basic 

guidelines and directions, students de-

signed and constructed ovens on their own 

or with a partner.  On Friday, May 19, 

equipped with oven thermometers, stu-

dents tracked the temperature efficiency of 

their oven designs. The students got to 

choose whatever they wanted to cook, as 

long as the food was safe to eat raw...just 

in case.  Some popular food choices were 

pizza and s'mores.  

On the last week of school, a representa-

tive from A-C Electric met the students at 

the new solar array on St. John’s campus.  

Students took a tour, checked out sample 

panels, held silicon rocks, and learned 

from the expert how the array works. 

One thing is for sure, after all this solar 

exposure, their future is bright!  

various “wheels” to be brought in to school. Before setting off 

on their “wheel” adventure, California Highway Patrol officer 

Scott Whittaker demonstrated the control an officer has to have 

on his motorcycle as well as offering sound advice about bicy-

cle safety. Officer Whittaker discussed the importance of wear-

ing protective gear and how to be safe around cars. 

Finally, to finish of the day, they had a visit from a Kern Coun-

ty Raceway Park sprint car racer. Jim Coffey, a long time veter-

an of the racing community, shared with the students insight 

about the importance of staying in school, how math and sci-

ence relates to driving a car, and the necessary safety equipment 

required for drivers. 

Hard work resulted in sweet rewards!  
Solar oven popular food choices were pizza and s’mores.   

Wings & Wheels Teach Perseverance and Safety 
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Track 

On May 6, the Kern 

County Track Meet was 

held at Liberty High 

School. Zach, Grant and 

Quinn Buckey represent-

ed St. John’s and did ex-

tremely well, finishing in 

the top four. Quinn took 

1st in the High Jump with 

a jump of 4’00” and 3rd 

in the Long Jump with a 

jump of 12’02”. Grant 

took 1st in the Shot Put 

with a put of 32’08” and 

1st in the Discus with a throw of 81’. Zach took 4th in the 

Discus with a throw of 118’07”.  

Grant and Zach went on to compete in the Valley School 

Track Meet in Clovis on May 13.  Grant Buckey won the 

Valley Championship in Discus with a PR throw of 96'4".  

He got 4th in the Shot Put with a throw of 34'. Zach Buckey 

got 5th in Discus with 111'. Well done, boys! 

National Science Bowl 

 

The 23rd Annual SJLS Golf Tournament & Dinner  
Auction was a wonderful success! Highlights include: 

28 foursomes, a player shot a hole-in-one,  
140 dinner guests, and awesome volunteers! 

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

JD Rush Company 
DCM Assets Management, LLC 

S.C. Anderson 
PIC Process Instruments & Controls 

RED/BLACK SPONSORS 
The Broken Yolk Café 

Mission Bank 
Grimmway Farms 

Wayne Long & Co., Certified Public Accountants 
Capital Dental Group 

ServiceMaster at Bakersfield - The Mueller Family 
Advanced Women’s Health Center 

HOLE-IN-SPONSOR 
Infiniti of Bakersfield 

CLOSEST TO THE PIN SPONSOR 
Men’s & Women’s 

PPI Equipment Rentals 
Valley Perforating Co. 

PAR 3 SPONSORS 
J. Noble Binns Plumbing Co., Inc. 

Swanson Engineering, Inc. 

DRIVING RANGE SPONSOR 
SWC Southwest Contractors 

CART SPONSOR 
BeldenBlaine 

LUNCH SPONSOR 
Delano Chevrolet 

DINNER SPONSOR 
Atul Aggarwal MD, Cardiology Clinic 

23rd Annual St. John’s 
Lutheran School & Children’s Center 

Golf Tournament  
& Dinner Auction 

Congratulations to our Science Bowl Team that finished in 

the top 12 teams in last week’s national competition. SJLS 

received a check for $1000 for their efforts. Thank you to 

the outstanding leadership of Mr. Rabi Sahoo and Mrs.  

Sumeet Bhinder-Brar. They had a wonderful experience 

during their weekend in Washington, D.C. 

Summer Office Hours  - Please call! 

The school office is open 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. during the 

summer months. Please give us a call to confirm that some-

one is present to help you with your specific questions. 

2017-2018 School Year Start Dates 

July 22 Dennis Uniform Sale 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Gym 

August 9 Parent Orientation 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 Junior High Parent Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

August 10 Supply Drop-off 

August 14 First Day of School! Opening Chapel 8:45 a.m. 

Our team pictured L-R is Avya Shukla, Alor Sahoo, 
Ishaan Brar, Jonathan Ipe and Alex Puga.  



 

CELEBRATE! 12 JUNE/JULY 2017

If you haven’t been baptized and 

would like to be, or would like to 

talk to a pastor about baptism, 

contact Debbie at 665-7815 or 

dholbrook@sjlchurch.org. 

With great joy we welcome 

Ashleigh Dickinson 

Logan Rayos 

Erica Willsey 

who in faith received God’s  

miraculous touch of grace 

through baptism. 

HOW TO REACH US 
4500 Buena Vista Road 
Bakersfield, CA  93311-9702 
 Phone: 661-665-7815 
 Email: office@sjlchurch.org 
 Web page: www.sjlchurch.org  

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Articles may be submitted by mail, email 
(vmarlow@sjlchurch.org), or delivery to 
the church office.  Celebrate! is published 
six times per year.  Contact the office for 
deadline information.  Submitted material 
may be edited for space or content. 

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP 
Business card-sized sponsorships are 
$25 per issue and are subject to space  
availability and postal regulations.  
St. John’s is not promoting or endorsing 
the businesses shown herein. 

MINISTRY STAFF 
Dennis Hilken … Pastor 
 dhilken@sjlchurch.org 

Eric Van Scharrel … Pastor 
 evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org 

Trinidad Castañeda … Pastor 
 tcastaneda@sjvof.org 

Spencer Peregoy … Director of  
Operations, School Superintendent 
 speregoy@sjlchurch.org 

Cheri Mosley …  
Interim Director, Children’s Center  
 cmosley@sjlchurch.org 

Karissa Lystrup …  
Director, Worship and Music Arts 
 klystrup@sjlchurch.org 

Chris Cawthon …  
Director, Worship and Technical Arts  
 ccawthon@sjlchurch.org 

Lorraine Davis …  
Kidz Ministry Team Lead 
 ldavis@sjlchurch.org 

Stacey Persons …  
Kidz Ministry Team 
 spersons@sjlchurch.org 

Cary Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team Lead 
 choff@sjlchurch.org 

Dereem Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team 
 dhoff@sjlchurch.org 

George Bruick …  
Young Adult Ministry/Worship Arts 
 gbruick@sjlchurch.org 

Mike Kinsey …  
Director of Finance & HR  
 mkinsey@sjlchurch.org 

Dwayne Clemans, CSP …  
Facilities Manager 
 dclemans@sjlchurch.org 

Celebrate! is a  
bi-monthly publication of  

St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

The HIS team has been 

busy! In April we as-

sembled and delivered 

95 bags of goodies to 

the Pinewood Manor 

residents. Included in 

the bags were bottles of 

shampoo, hand cream, 

razors, tissues, dish-

washing soap, and hand 

towels. Most items were 

donated by congrega-

tion members, the rest were purchased with HIS funds. We delivered some of 

the bags to those playing Bingo and the rest to the residents who were resting 

in their rooms. Such a blessing to be able to serve these sweet souls. 

Baby bottles were distributed to the congregation in 

record time. Now to fill them! We met our goal last 

year and hope to exceed that goal of $3,500. We 

are confident this will happen! Bottles are accepted 

always, but Father’s Day is our end of campaign 

date. Thank you for your continued support. 

We are always open to new project ideas. Stop by 

our kiosk or call Jenny Ballard at 444-3674. 

Worship Services 

Classic Grace Worship 
8:30 a.m.   Worship Center  

Family Worship 
10:00 a.m.   Worship Center 

Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday 

Adult Bible Studies  

For the most up-to-date information 

on available groups, please see the 

News & Notes on our website 

sjlchurch.org/nnn or call the office, 

665-7815.  

LIFEGroups are another way to con-

nect to people for study and fellow-

ship opportunities.  For information, 

go to sjlchurch.org/lifegroups or call 

Pam, 665-7815. 

Your Donations make  
Happy Residents at Pinewood Manor 

Baby Bottles—Will we make the goal?  

mailto:dholbrook@sjlchurch.org
mailto:office@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/
mailto:vmarlow@sjlchurch.org?subject=Celebrate!
mailto:dhilken@sjlchurch.org
mailto:evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org
mailto:tcastaneda@sjvof.org
mailto:speregoy@sjlchurch.org
mailto:cmosley@sjlchurch.org
mailto:klystrup@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ccawthon@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
mailto:spersons@sjlchurch.org
mailto:choff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dhoff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:gbruick@sjlchurch.org
mailto:pburzlaff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:mkinsey@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dclemans@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/nnn
http://www.sjlchurch.org/lifegroups
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Thank you to everyone who brought their Mite Boxes  

Mite Boxes Make a Mighty Difference 

Our Mite Box contributions joined with 

those of other churches in the California-

Nevada-Hawaii District have now fund-

ed $3,000 for Grant #8: Gospel Hands 

VBS for Deaf Children, Lutheran 

Friends of the Deaf (RSO). This grant will 

provide ASL Bible story videos, books and arts/crafts as 

well as interpreters, snacks and transportation, to begin a 

new project to reach the deaf at a very young age so they 

may grow and mature in God’s Word. 

There are eight more grants awaiting funding in the 2016-

2018 Biennium. Next is Grant #9 for $10,000 for Joy of 

Harvest Hmong Language School, Joy of Harvest Minis-

try, St Paul, Merced, CA. The missional purpose of the 

school is to reach out into the Hmong community with the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Mite Box offerings are based on the biblical story of the 

Widow’s Mite (Luke 21:1–4, Mark 12:41-43). Mite Box-

es (for men, women, and children) are available at the 

Women’s Ministry kiosk or at the Information Centers. 

Mite Boxes are collected on the 5th Sunday of a month.   

More events on the horizon. Watch for details.  

• Fifth Friday Family Night 

• Third Thursday Single Ladies 

• Second Saturday starting August 12 

• Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas –  
December 2 

Go to facebook.com/groups/SJLCWomen 

Conference  
Report 

The Women’s Ministry 

Conference "Easter...Now 

What?" had approximate-

ly 90 attendees.  The 

event featuring speaker 

Jackie Oesch was held at 

the Bakersfield Double-

tree.  Twenty-one donated 

opportunity baskets were 

raffled off with proceeds 

going to Women's Ministry.  

As a service-oriented part of the event, women were 

asked to bring new or gently-used purses and beauty and 

hygiene items to be donated to women who are in need.  

The follow-up "Fill the Purse" event was held May 23.  A 

total of 100 purses were filled and 25 each are going to 

the Alpha Houses in Taft and Arvin, the Mission and the 

Alliance on Family Violence & Sexual Assault. 

Women’s Coffee Connection! 
Back by popular demand!  Stop by for a cup 

of coffee or tea, fellowship and fun.  Get to 

know the other women of all ages at St. 

John’s.  Bring a friend!  We meet on the third Thursday of 

each month.  In June, we meet on June 15, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

at Starbucks, 10610 Stockdale Hwy., by Jared Jewelers. 

Events to 
watch for! 

Meet Me at the Movies! 
Ladies of all ages—do you miss movies 

you would like to see because you don’t 

have anyone to see them with?  Come out 

to our “Meet Me at the Movies” Women’s 

Ministry event happening the first Sunday 

afternoon of each month.  Movies to be determined and 

suggestions are welcomed.  We meet for coffee or dinner 

after the movie.  Watch the SJLC Women’s Facebook 

group for details. 
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Our Seminarian’s Report...the apostrophe goes back as brother Mark is now (almost) a Pastor! 

You may support our seminary student by making a  
tax deductible payment through sjlchurch.org/giving,  

or by a memo notation on your check or the front  
of your envelope for “seminary education.” 

 

You are cordially invited to the  

Ordination Ceremony for Mark Duerr  

Sunday, June 11, 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
 

Mark Duerr has shared his story of his  

four years in seminary and on vicarage  

with us through the Celebrate!   

Read his final letter to us on page 5.  

Hello St. John's! 

This issue we will keep our 

update short, partially because 

not too much out of the ordinary 

happened, and partially because 

the big recent news is Mark's to 

share, so we are going to leave 

more room for him.  

Outside of having my family 

here for Mark's call day, the 

biggest event in April was East-

er. I was able to participate so 

much more this year due to my 

heightened involvement at Im-

manuel, and while at some points it felt chaotic because of all 

the services going on, it was a wonderful growing opportunity 

for me. And add to that the fact that I preached three out of four 

weekends in May, I have certainly been getting lots of experi-

ence preaching, which is good, since now I won't be a complete 

novice when I end up in my own congregation. 

Another big event was the River Town Run, a 5K and Half 

Marathon here in Washington. What made this a unique experi-

ence was the fact that it was the first time that I ran a half mara-

thon by myself. It was a significant challenge mainly because 

Mikaela is my primary motivation for training, and since she 

wasn't on the same schedule, I was less proactive than I should 

have been. Which meant that my goal was to finish, which I did 

with a significantly better time than I had expected. 

Over the next few months, we will be oddly busy for summer. 

Mikaela will be teaching summer school classes, I will be run-

ning the church's basketball camp, and we both will be helping 

out with VBS. But despite how crazy things may get, we are 

both looking forward to the change of pace that will come with 

the end of the school year. 

Thank you for all of your support! 

Nicholas and Mikaela Duerr 



 

CELEBRATE! 15 JUNE/JULY 2017

Roberta Holzman, SRES, CRP 

“Around the block or around the 

world, if anyone you know wants to 

buy or sell a home, I can help.” 

DRE #01152909 

Coldwell Banker Preferred, Realtors 

relocation@cbbakersfield.com 
661.836.6210 direct 

661.747.4003 cell 

9100 Ming Ave #100 

Bakersfield, CA 93311 

mailto:relocation@cbbakersfield.com
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PAID 

Bakersfield CA 

Permit No. 36 4500 Buena Vista Road 
Bakersfield CA 93311-9702 
661-665-7815 
www.sjlchurch.org 

WHERE 
St. John's Lutheran Church 
4500 Buena Vista Rd 
665-7815 

WHEN 
July 17-21, 2017 

TIME 
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

AGES 
Kindergarten-6th 
Register child for the grade  
they are going in the   
2017-18 school year. 

COST: FREE 

Online registration closes July 11  
Walk ups welcome on July 17 

QUESTIONS? Contact Lorraine Davis    (661) 665-7815   ldavis@sjlchurch.org 

Join us for SJ Kidz VBS 
Operation Arctic.  
At VBS kids enjoy 
snack, crafts, music, 
games, and best of all, 
they will explore the 
coolest book on the 
planet.  

www.sjlchurch.org/vbs 

Online registration is open  
Children (Kindergarten-6th)  

Volunteers (7th grade and older)   

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org

