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A Farewell Thank You  
from Pastor Trini 

Dear St. John’s 

and SJVOF  

Congregations, 

We would like to 

take this time to 

say thank you for 

all the wonderful 

blessings you 

have showered 

upon my family 

and me. We have 

been incredibly 

blessed by all. We thank God for the 

wonderful opportunity He gave us by 

serving Him in the Arvin community. 

We have learned much, and we pray and 

hope that this experience has made us 

better people in all aspects... in ministry, 

family, and foremost as His children.  

We also pray and hope that our work 

here has made a difference in people’s 

lives... that was our calling here... to 

teach and preach of the loving and for-

giving God that we are privileged to 

have and to share this GOOD NEWS 

with everyone we came in contact with.  

We pray that God will continue the Good 

Work HE has begun in the Arvin commu-

nity, and we also pray for all who will 

help to continue this precious ministry.  

It is with a heavy heart that we say good-

bye; we will miss you all dearly. God’s 

Peace and Blessings to all. Until we 

meet again. 

In Service to God and  

His People, 

Rev. Trinidad Castañeda 

Three years ago this past Christmas Eve, when Pastor Trinidad 

Castañeda began his ministry in Arvin, he brought the hopes of 

the birth of a Savior, Jesus, who specializes in new birth for all 

who follow Him. In the days and weeks, months and years that 

followed, a church that had already been renamed – Valley of 

Faith – was reborn as a Spanish-language worship service was 

added, and a facility sprang to life as a hub of activity once 

again.  

Success can be 

measured in  

baptisms, conver-

sions and worship 

attendance, but 

also in intangibles 

like lives changed 

and growing 

faith. We have 

seen the blessing 

of having this lo-

cal mission for 

the St. John’s 

Bakersfield com-

munity, as well, 

through hundreds of hours of time spent by our people in men-

toring, in worship, in leading Vacation Bible School, and so 

much more.  

January 21, 2018, was Pastor Trini’s last Sunday at Valley of 

Faith; people from both Arvin and Bakersfield came together 

to say goodbye, to give a few gifts for the road, and to pray 

“Godspeed” on their journey. The Castañeda family had for 

some time yearned for a return to Oklahoma, and over Christ-

mas break there, Pastor Trini got his old job back in aircraft 

manufacturing. We grieve to see them leave, but we celebrate 

what God used Pastor Trini to accomplish in just three years in 

Arvin, and we bless them in their commitment to strengthen 

the bonds of their family.  

What is next for Valley of Faith? The short answer is: a pasto-

ral vacancy for now. In the meantime, worship is being led, 

mentoring and Bible study will continue, and the leadership in 

Arvin, Bakersfield, and the California-Nevada-Hawaii District 

will keep putting the pieces together to clarify the vision for 

how best to engage in future ministry in Arvin.  

Castañeda family 
says “Adios” to Arvin 
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Event Center Usage Policy Two 
Mission 
Trip 

Opportunities 

Get the latest mission news: 
facebook.com/groups/ 
SJLMinistries.missions/ 

The Event Center will be a wonderful venue to host a variety of activities for 
our ministry and the community.  Since the facility lends itself to receptions and 
life celebrations, the ministry tasked itself to investigate the feasibility of host 
events that would serve alcoholic beverages. Many food and beverage ser-
vices, our insurance providers and local venues were consulted in drafting a 
policy that would provide guidelines to insure the proper protection for St. 
John’s.  We welcome feedback on this document as we discuss how best to 
manage our blessings. Please direct any comments or questions to Spencer 
Peregoy at speregoy@sjlchurch.org. 
 
Event Center Usage   12/10/17 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church will make the Event Center available for use 

by members of St. John’s.  A member may sponsor an activity in the 

Event Center as long as they share liability and responsibility for the 

event.  The Event Center may be used with the following understand-

ings: 

1. Ministry events will take precedent over any group usage.  How-

ever, the ministry must have a prior reservation in the facility no 

less than six weeks prior to the scheduled event to avoid any con-

flicts.  Otherwise, the commitment will be honored to the renting 

party.  

2. All activities in the Event Center must be scheduled with the 

Church Administrative Assistant (Debbie Holbrook) to coordinate 

the master calendar of events. 

3. The Event Center may be reserved by a member of SJLC.  Their 

organization and activity must agree with the ministry philosophy 

of SJLC and they must complete and turn in all forms four weeks 

prior to the event. 

4. Church Administrative Assistant has authority to pass on any in-

terested parties to the Event Center Coordinator to handle event 

arrangements.  This coordinator is hired on per event basis and is 

paid through the facility fees. 

5. All fees must be paid seven days prior to the event.  A non-

refundable deposit of $250 will be paid with application for the 

event. A certificate of liability of $1,000,000 must be provided.  

6. The Event Center Coordinator will provide guidance to the activity 

and direct the reservation party to coordinate for any St. John’s 

staff support.  

7. All food and beverage services will be referred to the list of select-

ed caterers authorized by St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

8. Any alcohol distribution will be the responsibility of the caterer.  

Insurance and liability coverage must be provided to the Church 

Administrative Assistant seven days prior to the event.   

9. Only beer, wine and champagne may be used at an event. Security 

must be provided and must be arranged by the caterer and charged 

to their fees. 

10. The event must be completed no later than 10:00 PM and the  

clean-up will be coordinated by the Event Center Coordinator  

with St. John’s custodial staff to be completed by 11:30 PM. 

New Houston Recovery Mission Trip 

We are planning another Hurricane  

Harvey recovery mission trip to  

Houston during Spring Break, March  

24-30, however, dates are flexible.  

Families are welcome, but children must 

be over 14 years of age.  The cost for 

members is approximately $350 per 

person; $700 for non-members.  Most of 

the work involves hanging drywall, no 

experience required.  Questions, contact 

Dena Mojo, 549-3273. 
 

Orphans in Romania need YOU! 

Give hope and God’s love to orphans in 

Romania with Children to Love.  Join us 

in this life-changing experience June 28

-July 9, ages 16 & up.  Training offered 

beforehand with John Penrose and  

Victor Popa.  Sign up at the Missions 

Kiosk.  Hurry, sign ups will be closing 

soon.  Contact Gayle Piescer, 477-1111. 

Pam Roberts, usually found in  
St. John’s Admin Office, loves  
serving on Mission Recovery Trips.  
She was part of a team of volunteers 
serving in Houston the latter part of 
January.   
Will you be part of the next team?   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SJLMinistries.missions/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SJLMinistries.missions/
mailto:speregoy@sjlchurch.org?subject=Event%20Center%20Policy
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Serving Others 

HIS (Hearts In Service) and a dozen 

wonderful volunteers served breakfast 

casseroles, rolls, salad and coffee to 

over 200 hungry souls in January at St. 

Vincent de Paul. This is by far the larg-

est group we have ever served. We saw 

whole families sitting at tables, includ-

ing an infant. This was a first.  Serving 

there gave us all a better perspective on 

just how much the spiraling economy 

is affecting people. 

Thank you to all who served, baked 

hearty casseroles, or donated rolls and 

salad. We could not do this without 

your help! We hope to serve at St.  

Vincent's again in March; please check 

the News & Notes for details. 

If you would like to join the HIS team, 

or have other ideas for community 

ministry projects, let us know!  

Thank you! 

HIS TEAM 

Jenny (444-3674), Debbie, Andrea, Chuck, 

Kristin, Jan, and Kimberlee. 

Financial Update 

Mike Kinsey, Director of Finance & HR 

I cannot believe we are in 2018 and are already half way through 

our fiscal year. With every Celebrate, my goal is to keep every-

body apprised of our basic financial position.  The numbers re-

flected here are up to date through December of 2017.  

Budgeted giving for this year is $1,940,050.  This means to meet 

our budget for this year we must average $37,309 per week.  Since 

the last issue of Celebrate, our weekly average giving has gone up 

another $1,000 to $34,930 per week.  December offerings were 

off from last year by $16,000.  In spite of that, we are currently 

$12,088 over last year at this time. 

We are thankful for your support of the ministries of St. John’s in 

Bakersfield and our missions throughout the world.  

We have had pledges of 

$6,030,087 for Beyond our 

Horizon.  To date we have 

received $4,629,012 of the 

pledged amount.  This 

means we have received 

77% of the amount 

pledged as of 10/31/17.  In 

addition, individuals who 

have not pledged have giv-

en $281,943 to Beyond 

Our Horizon. This makes 

the total funds received to 

date $4,910,955. 
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By Brian Scheller 

Director, Worship and Music Arts 

Thank You 

To all of you at St. John’s, I would like 

to extend a heartfelt thank you in wel-

coming Sara, Braden, and me into your 

family here.  We feel very privileged to 

serve the Kingdom of God here in  

Bakersfield and are very excited to help 

spread God’s light into a dark world of 

sin. 

Invitation to Join Us 

The Celebration Choir and Chapel Bells 

have been singing and ringing to the 

Lord.  We are always looking for some 

people to join the choir and the hand-

bells.  If you are interested in singing or 

ringing, come join us for a rehearsal!  If 

you can’t commit to a long time in the 

ensembles, join us until Easter!  No prior 

experience is necessary! 

Two Concerts and  
Hosting Opportunities 

Coming in March, we have the oppor-

tunity to have two excellent musical 

groups visit our campus.  The Wind 

Symphony from Concordia University 

Chicago will present a concert here on 

Saturday, March 3, 7:00 p.m. and also 

enhance our 8:30 a.m. worship service 

on Sunday, March 4.  On Friday, March 

23, the Laudamus choir of Concordia 

Seminary in St. Louis will present a con-

cert at 7:00 p.m.  We would love to have 

many faces in the audience for these two 

outstanding ensembles!  

We will also be looking for host families 

for these students.  You would have two 

or more students spend the night in your 

home, feed them in the morning, and 

bring them back to St. John’s.  If you are 

willing and able to do this, please e-mail 

me at bscheller@sjlchurch.org. 

 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis  

Friday, March 23, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Concordia University, Chicago  

Saturday, March 3, 7:00 p.m.  

Sunday, March 4, 8:30 a.m.  

 

Saturday, March 17,  

5:00 p.m.  

in the Sanctuary q 
q 

mailto:bscheller@sjlchurch.org
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Kidz 56 spent the weekend at Forest 
Home Winter Camp. Kids ate delicious 
food, played games, explored God’s 
beautiful creation and learned that each of 
us is on a path. This path has been creat-

ed by God, and it is through Jesus that we are on the path with Him. Kids 
make choices daily; some are good and some are not so good. However, 
God never gives up on us; he is always ready to guide and teach us. 

Psalm 25: 4-5   Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths.  Guide 
me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is 
in you all day long. 

Camp is only one of the fun parts of Kidz 56. If you have a 5th or 
6th grader who has never attended a Kidz 56 event, have them 
come this month. New 5th and 6th graders are always welcome. 

Kidz 56 has the 4 basic things all pre-teens want: eating FOOD, 
making FRIENDS, having FUN and lending a HAND. We get  
together twice a month on a Friday or Saturday. All kids receive a 
free t-shirt, a place to develop lasting friendships into those 
“awkward” junior high years and an opportunity to make a differ-
ence in Bakersfield through service projects. Bring a car load of 
kids to every meeting! 

 

Next Meeting: 
 

February 9 and March 2  
Kidz Connection 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
March 17 

Pet Food Pantry 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

For more information, contact  Lorraine Davis  
661-665-7815   ldavis@sjlchurch.org 

mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org?subject=Kidz%2056
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Are your kids ready to launch into hyperdrive this 
summer? They won’t want to miss a minute at  
Time Lab, the most welcoming place around!  
At Time Lab, kids will discover Jesus from  
eternity past to eternity future as they enjoy songs, 
crafts, games, goodies, and dramas. Vacation Bible 
School at Time Lab will be a quantum leap of fun 
and excitement.  

However, the fun isn’t just for the kids—it is also for 
the volunteers. If you are in Jr. High or older, please 
join in and volunteer during the week of VBS.  It is 
never to early to sign up to help.  

Email spersons@sjlchurch.org or come talk to  
Lorraine or Stacey; they would be happy to tell you 
all about how much fun you will have at VBS.  
Join us for an amazing time! 

mailto:spersons@sjlchurch.org?subject=Time%20Lab%20VBS
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Summer Trip Registration Opens March 5 
 

Sr. High Amor Mission Trip  

Mexico    July 26-30 

and 
Jr. High DYG (District Youth Gathering) 

Santa Cruz, CA   June 22-25 

Details to follow in News & Notes. 

Jr. & Sr. High Christmas Parties 

Jr. & Sr. High Fear Factor Finales 
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Stay in the loop with SSM!  

Text @ssmjrhigh to 81010 to receive Jr. High updates. 

Text @ssmsrhigh to 81010 to receive Sr. High updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

All Jr. & Sr. High students are welcome to  

hang out, play games, and buy snacks  

during Garage hours. 
 

Fri.-Sun., Feb.2-4 Jr. High Hume Winter Camp 

 Sun., Feb. 4 No Sr. High Youth Group due to  

   Jr. High Hume Lake Trip 

 Mon., Feb. 5 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Feb. 7 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Feb. 11 Sunday Morning Remix 10:00 a.m. 

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Feb. 12 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Feb. 14 No Jr. High Youth Group/ 

   Attend Ash Wednesday Service 

Fri.-Mon, Feb. 16-19  Sr. High Hume Lake Winter Camp 

 Sun., Feb. 18 No Sr. High Youth Group due to  

   Sr. High Hume Lake Trip 

 Mon., Feb. 19 No Garage Hours due to Holiday 

 Wed., Feb. 21 No Jr. High Youth Group due to  

   staff conference 

 Sun., Feb. 25 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

 Mon., Feb. 26 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Feb. 28 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Mar. 4 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 Mon., Mar. 5 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Mar. 7 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Mar. 11 SSM Youth-Led Church Service  

   @ 10:00 a.m. 

  Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Mon., Mar. 12 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Wed., Mar. 14 Jr. High Youth Group 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Mar. 18 Sr. High Youth Group 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Mon., Mar. 19 Garage Hours 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Wed., Mar. 21 Jr. High Youth Group 

 Sun., Mar. 25  Garage Closed until Apr 4 for  

   Easter Break 
Events take place @ The Garage  

4500 Buena Vista Rd 



 

CELEBRATE! 10 FEBRUARY/MARCH 2018

Spencer 

Peregoy’s 

sixth year 

as Superin-

tendent of 

Schools and Director of Opera-

tions at St. John’s will be his 

last. But after more than forty 

years as a Lutheran educator, no 

one who knows him is under the 

illusion that he will spend the 

next three or four decades in a 

rocking chair.  

Things will change, however.  

At the end of this school year, 

Spencer and Rhonda are planning 

to move to Colorado Springs to be closer to their son, 

Nate, who is a pastor in the Denver area, and his fam-

ily. And, though Spencer will certainly find a way to 

utilize his vast knowledge and experience in the field 

of Lutheran education, it might be at a slightly slower 

pace, with a little more flexibility for grandpa time 

for his two grandsons in Colorado and granddaughter 

and grandson in Texas.  

There is an amazing heart behind that big frame that 

once upon a time played college football at what was 

then Concordia Teachers’ College in Nebraska. You 

can find it on Saturday mornings at Panera, where 

Spencer gathers a group of men around the Word of 

Mr. Peregoy announces his retirement 

God, conversation, and coffee. 

You can witness it as he 

marches a pack of seventh grad-

ers away from screens and 

phones and toward the breath-

taking vistas of Yosemite on a 

camping trip every May. You 

can see it twice a year on trips 

across the border to build hous-

es in Mexico. And a small 

group from St. John’s, as well 

as a large group from Tanzania, 

got to see it on display a year 

ago, as he fell in love with our 

school, its teachers and stu-

dents, a world away from home.  

Behind every good man is an even better woman, and 

Rhonda is the perfect illustration of this principle. 

Most of her career has been spent in early childhood 

education, but those at St. John’s see her most these 

days at the front desk in the school office. To be host-

ed at the Peregoy casa is a phenomenal experience in 

hospitality. And for those who have seen her in ac-

tion, she can roll up her sleeves and work right along-

side Spencer. 

Make no mistake: the Peregoys will be missed at St. 

John’s. But we thank God that He has chosen these 

hands and feet for such faithful service, and that He 

has directed them to Bakersfield for these six years. 

Spencer & Rhonda Peregoy 

Spencer was often found helping Rhonda with a Women’s Ministry Event, helping Kidz Minis-
try with Awana, Pumpkinfest, and more, or Student Ministry with Infusion.  He is passionate 
about missions and led trips to build homes in Mexico.  Spencer takes great joy in sharing the 
wonder of God's creation through the 7th grade Yosemite trips.  He enjoys watching the kids 
discover that they are capable of so much more than they previously thought. 
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St. John’s School celebrated National 

Lutheran Schools Week along with 

2,200+ other Lutheran Schools (PS-

University) across the United States.  

The theme for the week was 

“Its Still All About Jesus.”  

Then each day had a theme:  

Monday - Jesus is the Mes-

sage of Scripture; Tuesday - 

Jesus is the Truth of the 

Reformation; Wednesday - 

Jesus is the Mission of the 

School and Church; Thursday 

- Jesus is the Heart of the 

Home; Friday - Jesus is the 

Focus of our 

Life. 

Each day the 

students and 

faculty partici-

pated in activi-

ties related to 

the theme.  

Dressed in 

“Active Wear” 

on Monday 

morning, we 

joined together 

under the cross and crown in front of 

the Worship Center.  Our devotional 

message encouraged us to go and 

share the life-giving message of  

Jesus our Messiah. 

Tuesday some of the classes were 

able to FaceTime with classes at Our 

Savior Lutheran School in Lansing, 

Michigan.  Wednesday, we dressed 

in International Dress to coordinate 

with the theme of Jesus being the 

Mission of the School and Church.  

Thursday, we wore red since the 

theme was “Jesus is the Heart of the 

Home.”  Throughout the week, our 

students wrote letters of encourage-

ment to other Lutheran Schools in 

our district and we included them in 

our prayer life.   

Each year Lutheran Hour Ministries 

offers an online interactive mission.  

This year’s mission was to Cambo-

dia.  Every day our classes were giv-

en the opportunity to log in to take 

part in the Cambodian mission.  We 

learned about the people and culture 

of Cambodia and gathered our Chap-

el offerings and wrote letters of en-

couragement which will be sent to 

Cambodia.  In addition, throughout 

the week, the Student Council spon-

sored a canned food drive for the 

Salvation Army. 

 

Enrollment for 2018-2019 

Priority enrollment for our current 

school families ends Friday, March 

2.  After that date, we will begin pro-

Lutheran Schools Week, Enrollment & Competitions!  

cessing applications for new stu-

dents.  All enrollment materials can 

be accessed through our school web-

site www.sjlschool.org/admissions. 

 

Science Fair  

Congratulations to all students who 

competed in the annual school sci-

ence fair. In total, 34 sixth, seventh, 

and eighth graders competed in the 

middle school division, and 12 fifth 

graders competed in the 5th grade 

division. The students’ hard work 

and accomplishments didn’t go un-

noticed. The students selected to 

move on to the Kern County Science 

Fair competition are as follows: 5th 

Grade Division 1st: Anneliese Sulli-

van 2nd: Seema Kalha 3rd: Vincent 

Carnegie; 6/7/8 Grade Division 1st: 

Rhea Sharma 2nd: Harjaisal Brar 

3rd: Alex Puga; Honorable Mention: 

Peter Sullivan, Michael Cassidy, 

Danny Puga, Connor Ashton,  

Bellynda Trinh.  Special thanks to 

our knowledgeable judges who gave 

their time and expertise to work with 

our students: Annemarie Braun, 

Debra Carrieri, Dennis Hilken, Keni 

Ortiz, Spencer Peregoy, Stephanie 

Pichard, Reginald Woolston. Thank 

you to Mr. Rathe for working hard 

to organize our Science Fair!  

 

Geography Bee 

On January 19, these students in 

grades 4-8 competed in our School 

Geography Bee: Drew Anzaldo, 

Harjaisal Brar, Luke Dreyer, Marcos 

Ikino, Youssef Isshak, Alex Puga, 

Tanvi Thallapalle, and Zachary 

Shanyfelt. It was a tough competi-

tion! Congratulations to Harjaisal 

Brar on his second place finish and 

to Youssef Isshak who is the school 

champion! Youssef will take a test 

in late January/early February to see 

if he qualifies for the State Competi-

tion. 

http://www.sjlschool.org/admissions
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Check us out: facebook.com/groups/SJLCWomen 

Women’s Coffee 
Connection 
new location! 

Stop by for a cup of coffee or tea, 

fellowship and fun.  Get to know  

the other women of all ages at St. 

John’s.  We meet the third Thursday 

of each month 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 

Panera, Stockdale Hwy.  Bring a 

friend!   

St. John’s MOPS  
Mother of Preschoolers 

We meet two Thursdays a month 

from September-May, 9:00-11:00 

a.m., in the Worship Center Lobby. 

We come together for support, great 

food, friendship and to celebrate be-

ing moms. Nursery is provided.  

Questions? Contact Lorraine Davis,  

665-7815 or ldavis@sjlchurch.org. 

Meet Me at the Movies! 

Ladies of all ages— 

do you miss movies  

you would like to see 

because you don’t 

have anyone to see 

them with?  Come 

out to our “Meet Me at the Movies”  

Women’s Ministry event. Movies to 

be determined and suggestions are 

welcomed.  We meet for coffee or 

dinner after the movie.  Check the 

News & Notes or watch the SJLC 

Women’s Facebook group for  

details. 

Fun Fellowship Events & Bible Studies  

Opportunities to Make Friends,  
Learn, and Be Supported 

SJLC Women's  
Spring Conference   
APRIL 20 & 21  

Save the date!  

 

Our speaker, Sharla Fritz, is a Christian author and speaker who weaves 

honest and humorous stories into life-changing Bible study.  Author of 

Bible studies including Soul Spa, Divine Design, Bless These Lips, and 

Divine Makeover, Sharla writes about God’s transforming grace. Her 

new book is called Waiting: A Bible Study on Patience, Hope, and 

Trust. She is passionate about helping women take their next step of 

faith. 

LWML CNH  
Convention 

April 27-29 

Join us for inspiration and fun!  
Registration begins mid-February.  

Fremont/Newark   Doubletree Hotel 

Mighty Mites! 

Thank you to everyone who 

brings their Mite Boxes.  We 

have six Grants to go. 

Double Christmas gifts were funded with 

your mites. Grant #10-LINC Bay Area 

Theological Training for $20,000 and 

Grant #11- Vacation Bible Experience 

with High Enrollment of Children from 

the Marshall Island in Hawaii for $2,084 

were both funded by the end of December. 

What a way to start the New Year 2018, 

funding our biggest grant LINC for 

$20,000 and VBS in Hawaii.  Thank you 

for faithfully giving those mighty mites. 

CNH mites are now being collected for 

Grant #12-Childcare Scholarships for 

High School Parents for $6,600.  This 

grant is a mission project by St. John’s 

Lutheran Church, Fallon, Nevada. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SJLCWomen/
mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org?subject=MOPS
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HOW TO REACH US 
4500 Buena Vista Road 
Bakersfield, CA  93311-9702 
 Phone: 661-665-7815 
 Email: office@sjlchurch.org 
 Web page: www.sjlchurch.org  

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Articles may be submitted by mail, email 
(vmarlow@sjlchurch.org), or delivery to 
the church office.  Celebrate! is published 
six times per year.  Contact the office for 
deadline information.  Submitted material 
may be edited for space or content. 

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP 
Business card-sized sponsorships are 
$25 per issue and are subject to space  
availability and postal regulations.  
St. John’s is not promoting or endorsing 
the businesses shown herein. 

MINISTRY STAFF 

Dennis Hilken … Pastor 
 dhilken@sjlchurch.org 

Eric Van Scharrel … Pastor 
 evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org 

Spencer Peregoy … Director of  
Operations, School Superintendent 
 speregoy@sjlchurch.org 

Cheri Mosley …  
Interim Director, Children’s Center  
 cmosley@sjlchurch.org 

Brian Scheller …  
Director, Worship and Music Arts 
 bscheller@sjlchurch.org 

Chris Cawthon …  
Director, Worship and Technical Arts  
 ccawthon@sjlchurch.org 

Lorraine Davis …  
Kidz Ministry Team Lead 
 ldavis@sjlchurch.org 

Stacey Persons …  
Kidz Ministry Team 
 spersons@sjlchurch.org 

Cary Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team Lead 
 choff@sjlchurch.org 

Dereem Hoff …  
Student Ministry Team 
 dhoff@sjlchurch.org 

George Bruick …  
Young Adult Ministry/Worship Arts 
 gbruick@sjlchurch.org 

Mike Kinsey …  
Director of Finance & HR  
 mkinsey@sjlchurch.org 

Dwayne Clemans, CSP …  
Facilities Manager 
 dclemans@sjlchurch.org 

Celebrate! is a  
bi-monthly publication of  

St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

For years, we knew Vicky  

Marlow as faithful servant to the 

women of St. John’s through her 

service to the Wednesday morning 

Bible Study. So when she was 

considered as an employee in Oc-

tober of 2003, it was a no-brainer 

for us.  For those 14 years since, 

Vicky has served faithfully and 

creatively, promoting and cele-

brating the Kingdom work of God 

through the ministries of St. 

John’s.  

As she steps away from her office 

into retirement, we are thrilled for 

her and will miss her deeply. On 

top of her publications and promo-

tions work, she utilized her joy of 

photography to capture thousands 

of moments over those years that 

have blessed so many. We invited 

her to share a few of her favorites 

with us on our Facebook page 

(facebook.com/SJLCBakersfield). 

Thank you, Vicky!  

And though we realize that you 

will still be around, officially we 

express: Go in God’s peace and 

blessing with our love and appre-

ciation. 

The St. John’s Family. 

Favorite Photos Farewell 

mailto:office@sjlchurch.org
http://www.sjlchurch.org/
mailto:vmarlow@sjlchurch.org?subject=Celebrate!
mailto:dhilken@sjlchurch.org
mailto:evanscharrel@sjlchurch.org
mailto:speregoy@sjlchurch.org
mailto:cmosley@sjlchurch.org
mailto:bscheller@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ccawthon@sjlchurch.org
mailto:ldavis@sjlchurch.org
mailto:spersons@sjlchurch.org
mailto:choff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dhoff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:gbruick@sjlchurch.org
mailto:pburzlaff@sjlchurch.org
mailto:mkinsey@sjlchurch.org
mailto:dclemans@sjlchurch.org
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Our Seminarian’s Report 

You may support our seminary student by making a  
tax deductible payment through sjlchurch.org/giving,  

or by a memo notation on your check or the front  
of your envelope for “seminary education.” 

Hello St. John’s! 

Our update will be rather brief this time because, other 

than two major events, our lives have been relatively qui-

et. Mostly we have either been on break or in school (of 

course Mikaela teaching and I learning), which hardly 

seems worth commenting on, other than to say that things 

have been going well. 

As many of you know, over our Christmas break we were 

able to visit our families in California, seeing both fami-

lies all together for the first time in quite a while, not to 

mention getting to meet our second niece, Dylann, for the 

first time. It was fun to relax and enjoy some down time 

with our families, that hasn’t happened in at least a year. 

On top of that, I was thrilled to be able to preach at St. 

John’s on New Year’s Eve. Not only was it good to see 

everyone, but to be able to proclaim God’s word to you 

was a wonderful opportunity for me. 

The other major event is that our interviews have begun. 

Churches who are looking to call an associate have the 

opportunity to interview them, and so we have had sever-

al over the last few weeks. It is rather exciting for us to 

learn about some of the churches in our synod and see 

how they are serving God in their communities, and it’s 

exciting to imagine being a part of those ministries. On 

top of that the interviews have made us exceptionally 

aware that our time here at the seminary is limited, and 

we will soon be moving and settling down for the first 

time in nearly a decade. We are extremely thrilled to see 

what God has in store for us. 

In the name of Christ our savior, 

Nicholas and Mikaela Duerr 

Worship Services & Bible Studies 

Communion  1st & 3rd Sunday 

Classic Grace Worship  8:30 a.m. Sanctuary  

Family Worship  10:00 a.m. Worship Center 

For the most up-to-date information on available 

groups, please see the News & Notes on our website 

at sjlchurch.org/nnn or call the office, 665-7815. 

http://www.sjlchurch.org/nnn
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