
Michael Reeves Interview  
 
00:00 - Introduction 
04:45 - Life Background  

• Faith Crisis 
• Effect of the reformers 
• Birth of a desire to become a theologian 

8:00 - Transition to UCCF (theology driving student evangelism) 
9:40 - Leading Union School of Theology  
  • The vision and need for raising up healthy, joyful pastors 
  • Looking at pastors as partners, not consumers 
13:21 - Why does the reformation still matter for pastors?  
  • Functional role of Sola Scriptura 
  • Justification as the necessary foundation of Christian living 
  • Implications of doctrine of depravity on pastoral ministry 
18:38 -  The English Reformation  

• God’s sovereignty over rulers and authorities, implications of confidence in the sufficiency 
of Christ in the lives of English reformers. 
 
“The story of gospel progress is one of God sovereignly wielding authority over all history, 
and arranging how rulers operate so that His gospel might advance. We may be in a 
different situation here now, but know that our sovereign Lord is using rulers, authorities, 
political and social movements with such complexity that we cannot see it today how exactly 
it’s working out, but you look back in history and you see He’s sovereignly used all those 
things before and He hasn’t changed.” 
 

22:33 - How would you recommend a pastor educate himself on the puritans?  
  1. Get used to speaking a slightly different language  
  2. Start with these books:  
   - The Tender Heart by Richard Sibbes (one sermon showing how pastors should pastor) 

- The Bruised Reed by Richard Sibbes (look up to Christ and see His glory and grace and 
goodness) 
- Communion with God by John Owen /Communion with the Triune God (abridged for    
modern readers).  

  - The Heart of Christ by Thomas Goodwin (the compassion of Christ in heaven towards His  
                     people in our afflictions and in our sin) 
27:50 - What did you learn writing Spurgeon on the Christian Life?  
  • Spurgeon’s joy and severe depression 
  • He believed his suffering was a gift God gave him to increase his compassion for others 
  • Christ-centeredness and focus on new life in Christ 
  • How to suffer profitably and with joy 
30:00 - Why these theologians matter to pastors in one sentence: 
  • Apostolic Fathers show you how swiftly people can depart from the gospel. 
  • Athanasius - It is of vital necessity in believing in the eternal deity of the Son. 
  • Augustine - Nothing will satisfy; only God. 
  • Aquinas shows us the importance and danger of clear thinking in theology. 
  • Luther teaches us the gospel of justification (assurance) and the fact there is no ground in  
                      ourselves to stand before God–only in Christ. 
  • Calvin lays out before you the majesty of the triune God known through Scripture so that  
                       you love God.  
  • Owen is so Christ-centered, he draws your affections to love and want to proclaim Christ  
                       above all. 
  • Cranmer shows how you can be brilliant in your theology and yet not fully reformed and not  
                      see the full implications of all doctrines.  
  • The Puritans - They are the finest practical, pastoral theologians as a group that I think the  
                      world has ever seen. 



  • Jonathan Edwards will undue your hypocrisy and bring you to a fresh enjoyment of God.  
  • George Whitfield shows how to preach with an evangelical, gospel-centered, theologically  
                      rich, affectionately applied, heart-directed preaching.  
  • JI Packer - Packer by name, Packer by nature. A condenser.  
 
38:47 - Who is the theologian you’d turn to most readily? 
 
40:00 - Conclusion 


