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FROM THE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
DEAR FRIENDS,

I write this note with joy because I see how God is using you to
advance the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world. If you are
financially supporting Sovereign Grace, I want to thank you for your
generosity, and I hope you see in the following pages how God is
using your generosity to reach more people for Christ. These stories
focus on how God is allowing us to reach those from other nations
in the United States and Canada. Our next booklet, released in
late summer, will focus on stories outside of North America. If you
currently aren’t giving to Sovereign Grace, I hope this booklet inspires
you to start giving as one means to support our shared mission
throughout the world.
In Psalm 67, the Psalmist writes, “May God be gracious to us and
bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your way may be
known on earth, your saving power among all the nations. Let the
peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!” (Psalm
67:1-3) I share those verses with you because they capture how God
has blessed Sovereign Grace by giving us opportunities to make the
saving power of the gospel known throughout the world. Frankly,
we are surprised that God is giving us gospel opportunities in many
nations, but we see them as one expression of God’s face shining
upon our family of churches. And we hope that our gospel labors,
which include your financial support, lead to God receiving all the
glory as “all the peoples praise Him.” I want to share with you just
some of the ways God is using you, and the churches in Sovereign
Grace to advance the gospel throughout the world.
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TRAINING PASTORS
Our first Sovereign Grace Pastors College class was convened
in September 1997 thanks to the leadership of CJ Mahaney (Sr.
Pastor, Sovereign Grace Church, Louisville, KY). CJ not only
had the vision to establish our Pastors College, he asked Jeff
Purswell to be the Dean, a role that Jeff has faithfully served
in for 20 years. God has blessed Jeff’s efforts and over the last
20 years, 287 men graduated from our Pastors College and are

serving in 12 different nations. Three men from Jamaica
graduated in June 2017, and after completing pastoral
internships, they plan to plant a Sovereign Grace church
in Kingston. Additionally, Riley Spring, a current Pastors
College student from Australia, intends to plant another
Sovereign Grace church in Sydney in the next few years.
Men are being trained to advance the gospel throughout
the world.
PLANTING CHURCHES
One of the ways we proclaim the saving power of the
gospel among all nations is through church planting.
Currently, four churches are being planted in Rogers, AR;
Santa Anna, CA; Philadelphia, PA; and Zapresic, Croatia.
We also have church plants planned for Newark, DE;
Des Moines, IA; Salem, MA; Wilmington, NC; Kingston,
Jamaica; and in Sao Paulo, Brazil. That’s ten church plants
in four different nations being supported by your giving,
and by people in our churches who are serving on church
planting teams. God is gracious to us!

DEPLOYING MISSIONARIES
Our Pastors College trains men for pastoral ministry, some
of whom are deployed to be missionaries looking to proclaim
the gospel and plant churches in other nations. About 18
months ago, Fred Weindelmayer and his family were sent
from Mercy Hill Community Church in Fredericksburg, VA
to reach an unreached people group in Thailand with the
gospel. They currently are learning the language and building
relationships with people who don’t know Christ. Earlier this
year, Michael and Keenan Granger were sent from Sovereign
Grace Church Louisville (Louisville, KY) to Ethiopia to
reach the lost and plant another Sovereign Grace Church
in that nation.
This is just a small glimpse of how God is using you, and your
financial gifts to Sovereign Grace, to proclaim the saving
power of the gospel to the nations. Thank you again for
financially supporting our shared mission. May our efforts
bring glory to God alone.

WITH APPRECIATION,

PRODUCING MUSIC
The mission of Sovereign Grace Music is to produce
Christ-exalting songs, which are being sung by people from
different nations. In 2017, Sovereign Grace Music produced
and released two new albums. Prayers of the Saints was
released in October, and Listen Up, our newest kid’s album,
was released in December. Even though our music is
produced in the United States, the songs are translated,
and sung in 16 different languages. As the Psalmist says,
“Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples
praise you.” (Psalm 67:3)
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THE HOPE HOUSE
by JEFF BOETTCHER

There is a crisis taking place in Philadelphia.

Philadelphia is becoming one of the deadliest places for
drug overdoses in the country. I have personally known
18 people who died due to a drug overdose in the past
two years. Several of them had even attended Christ
Church, and we were able to help them get into rehab.
However, after getting out, they ended up back on the
street and eventually in a casket.

The real challenge is not a lack of resources or meetings.
The real challenge is that people with addictions are
often ostracized from the life-giving community of the
local church. They get sent away to detoxes, rehabs,
or recovery homes. Because of this, the message
can subtly be, “Go get clean and then you can come
here to get discipled.” But that is not what we see in
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus touched lepers, ate
with tax collectors, forgave prostitutes, reached out
to sinners. The gospel is God meeting us right where
we are, but loving us too much to let us stay where we
are. Therefore, we believe that if we truly want to see
a difference made in this crisis, then we must share
and demonstrate this gospel. We need more than
just meetings and services; we need to find a way to
welcome people with addictions into our lives.

Several months ago we started a ministry
called Transformation to Recovery.* Through this,
we have partnered with several organizations in the
city to provide access to mental and behavioral health
resources for people with addictions. We also developed

This is why we have launched the Hope House Project.
We are seeking to raise money to purchase a recovery
home, where people can literally live with members
of our church family, be discipled, mentored and
supported throughout their recovery process.

• 1,200 nonfatal drug overdoses in 2016
• 907 deaths due to a drug overdose in 2016
• 225% increase in overdoses in the past 10 years
• 2 017 is on pace for over 1,300 deaths due to
drug overdoses
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a Christ-centered recovery curriculum and hosted a
weekly meeting. However, God has been stirring our
hearts that something more is needed.

HOPE HOUSE WILL BE:

WOULD YOU HELP US?

• A
 recovery house for men who struggle with
substance abuse and addiction.
• A
 no judgment, grace-filled place that welcomes
anyone.

1. P
 LEASE PRAY
The increasing crisis shows the power that the prince
of darkness has in our city. We need God to come
and empower our efforts, give us favor and break
through with the light of His love.

• A
 ministry of Christ Church as part of
our Transformation to Recovery* program.

2. CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION
AT www.transformationtorecovery.com

• A
 connection to a local church family that will
support, as well as give discipleship and mentorship
to the men in the home.

3. H
 ELP US GET THE WORD OUT
Please share our website with your social network.
A simple way to do that is by just saying
“More than three people in Philadelphia are dying
every day due to drug overdose. Will you help?
https://transformationtorecovery.com”
The more people we can get praying and giving,
the more work that we can be empowered to do.

• A
 n access point to social services, as well as
mental and behavioral health care through our
coalition partners.
• A
 n opportunity to not just gain sobriety, but to
experience life transformation.
We are in unprecedented territory as we have not
been able to find any other church in our area that has
a recovery house fully integrated into the life of their
church. We are full of faith in what God can do.
We believe that many will know freedom through Jesus
and that this House, and Lord willing more to come,
will be a testimony to our whole city about the power
of the Gospel.

*www.transformationtorecovery.com
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REACHING
TORONTO
by JOSH TONG

How do we reach our community with the gospel? This
has been one of the most vexing questions for us at
Sovereign Grace Church Toronto.
There are a lot of reasons why outreach has been
difficult for us. We are a commuter church, with very
few of us living in the community surrounding the
building that we rent. We are introverts who find it hard
to meet strangers. We are Canadians, which means that
it’s in our blood to want to get along with everyone. But
ultimately, we are Christians first, and as Christians, we
are called to go and make disciples. That’s what God
wants us to do, and that’s what we want to do. But how?
Three years ago, a dear older woman in our church
approached me with an idea. Unlike me, she had
been thinking more about our church’s strengths
than its weaknesses, and as she did so, she identified
one unique strength that we could use to reach our
community: music. For a small church like ours, we have
an incredible number of gifted musicians. I’m not just
talking about guitarists, pianists, bassists, and drummers.
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We have all that. What makes us unique is that we have
opera singers. We have a harpist. We have a French
horn player. We have a cellist and violinist. It’s really
quite astounding. God has blessed us richly with a wide
variety of musical talents, so why not use them to reach
out to our community?
That’s exactly what we did. Out of this idea came
the creation of King’s World Summer Music Camp,
a week-long community event where kids can learn
about different instruments and the basics of music,
soak in live performances from guest artists, and most
importantly, hear the gospel preached every day.
About half of the kids that come to our camp come
from non-Christian backgrounds. In our first year, one
family, in particular, caught our attention. This family
came from Iran and had recently settled in Canada. The
son, whom I’ll call Amir, was attending camp for the first
time. He was a bit of a troublemaker and often seemed
uninterested in what we were teaching him. But after
our chapel sessions each day, one of our group leaders

spoke to him about what he was learning about God,
and he not only articulated the gospel clearly but said
he believed it!
When I spoke to Amir’s mother after camp, she told me
how amazed she was at the work we were doing. She
said there was a “good energy” around us, and she was
so excited that her son was able to spend time with us.
Two years later, she has become one of our most active
promoters, and several other Iranian families have
joined our camp because of her support.

the Lord has reminded us of the wonderful privilege
it is to be part of Sovereign Grace Churches. We
have felt this tangibly as both Sovereign Grace
Church of Louisville and Christ’s Covenant Church
in Indiana have sent teams of volunteers to help us
with camp each year. May the Lord continue to
strengthen us in our gospel partnership as we reach
the nations together.

What a joy it is to see the Lord reaching the nations
within our nation. We have not gone to them, so the
Lord has brought them to us. And through it all,
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REACHING THE
WORLD AROUND US
by SHAWN POWERS

God is on a mission to redeem His elect people through
Jesus Christ. God’s mission is the message of the Bible,
and it continues to be the mission of the church. God is
strategically placing Sovereign Grace Church (MN) in
a community to participate in His mission to bring in His
elect sheep.
Several years ago the elders of Sovereign Grace
Church sensed God was calling the church to obtain a
24/7 outpost for ministry in Burnsville, a suburb in the
Twin Cities. As a result, Sovereign Grace Church is in
the process of moving into a facility in late spring of
2018. When we began our journey to move the church
to Burnsville, and into a permanent meeting space, we
quickly realized a providential outreach opportunity
awaited us. Throughout the Twin Cities, and in
Burnsville, is a significant Somali population. Outside
of Somalia, the Twin Cities has the largest Somali
community, which is significant because over 98% of
Somalians practice Islam. For Sovereign Grace Church
going to the nations isn’t necessarily going across the
globe, but it is also going across the street. Literally.
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In preparation to be a beacon of gospel light to our
new community Sovereign Grace Church has taken
several steps.
• M
 embers of Sovereign Grace Church have
taken the Bridges course. Bridges is designed to
teach Christians about how to respond to Muslims
with the compassion that characterized Jesus.
Bridges seeks to replace fear with love and gentle
boldness, reshaping the way Christians respond to
Muslim neighbors.
• O
 n Tuesday mornings at 6:30 members of
Sovereign Grace Church pray for the community;
in particular, we pray for our Muslim neighbors.
• M
 embers of Sovereign Grace Church teach ESL
in Burnsville; the majority of students are Somali
youth.
• In August of 2017 Sovereign Grace Church had
an annual Garage No Sale at our new building
location. The Garage No Sale is an opportunity

MOMENTS
ON MISSION

for Sovereign Grace to bless the community by
giving away quality goods to those in need. Within
walking distance from Sovereign Grace Church
are numerous subsidized housing complexes
where many Somali families live.
Members of Sovereign Grace Church are sent ones
(Matt 9:38-38; 28:18-20) every time they go to the
office, school, the coffee shop, the gym, etc. This
reality has resulted in many stories about how church
members are building organic relationships with
Somalis in order to display and declare the love of
Christ. Space does not allow for me to recount all the
stories, but God is on the move at Sovereign Grace
Church. The Lord is strategically placing us in a 24/7
outpost in a neighborhood with an unreached people
group. As a church, we recognize what God is doing,
and so we aim to be on God’s mission to advance the
gospel in Burnsville and to our new Somali neighbors.
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

God often uses people to reach people in
the places they are the most—at work, school
or the gym. As Sovereign Grace Church
(Bloomington, MN) was reaching out to the
Somolian community closest to them, one of
their members was faithfully sharing Christ to
with a Muslim friend at her local gym. Several
years ago, Stacey* chatted with a Muslim
woman attending the same fitness class she
attended weekly. Not long after, Stacey
switched fitness routines but ran into her new
friend at the gym. Spending some time together
working out, the Muslim friend began asking
questions about God and the Bible studies
Stacey taught. Seeing the obvious open door,
Stacey answered her friend’s questions. But she
also began asking questions—what church do
you attend? Her friend just opened up, sharing
details of her family life, what she knew about
God and how she hoped to raise her children.
Stacey asked her if she knew anything about
Christianity. Stacey had the opportunity in that
moment to share the good news of Jesus Christ!
Stacey continues to share Jesus with her friend
and her friend’s family as she has met more
and more family members. God is at work. His
word will not return void. And he’s using normal
people in normal places to share the amazing
news that will save sinners. What a glorious
gospel! What a glorious mission!
*Name has been changed
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CHURCH
PLANTING
COHORT 2018
by JOSHUA EARL
In Matthew 16, Jesus memorably promised His first disciples that He
would build His church and that the gates of hell would not prevail
against it (v. 18). Two thousand years later, Christ’s church continues
to thrive in the whole world because He is still faithfully building the
church He died to save.
In Sovereign Grace Churches, the sixth of our Seven Shared
Values states that we are committed to church planting, outreach,
and mission. The storyline of the Book of Acts shows that church
planting is one of the primary means that God has chosen to
“make disciples of every nation” (Matt. 28:18). Every year, the Lord
faithfully raises up gifted men within our denomination who are
called to plant churches, to the end that local expressions of
Christ’s body are established, and disciples are made in cities all
over the world.
To supplement their preparation in the local church, these men
are trained and equipped for church planting through the Church
Planting Cohort. The cohort is designed to both equip and
encourage planters so that their churches launch well and have
a lasting impact on their cities. This year’s cohort consists of five
men who are planting churches in cities as far north as Salem,
Massachusetts and as far south as Kingston, Jamaica.
Please commit to praying for these men, as well as prayerfully
considering how God may use you to support the work of church
planting in one of these cities!
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JOEL AND SAMORA BAIN
city planting in: Caymanas Estate,
St Catherine, Jamaica
current leadership team:
Joel Bain, Sheldon Campbell,
and Sean Taylor
launch date: Spring 2019
church name: Grace Family Church

As longtime friends in Kingston, Joel,
Sheldon, and Sean began to recognize
the need for gospel-centered, expository
preaching, reformed, continuationist
churches in Jamaica. Despite having the most churches per square
mile in the world, Jamaica has one of the highest crime rates in the
world, and 8 in 10 children are born out of wedlock. The church
plant team has focused on Caymanas Estate, a neighborhood to the
west of Kingston. They desire that many Jamaicans will come to see,
celebrate and grow in the Gospel as the heartbeat of the Christian
life and that they will be able to play a role in many other churches
being planted in the wider Caribbean region.
For more information, contact Joel at joel.bain@gmail.com or visit
www.gracefam.church.

JOSHUA AND MICHELLE EARL
city planting in:

Wilmington, NC

current leadership team:

Joshua Earl and Aaron Beane
launch date: Fall 2018
church name: Grace City Church
Wilmington is a fast-growing city in
America’s Bible Belt, but it is becoming
increasingly post-Christian. Many
residents have minimal knowledge of the
Christian faith, and over half of the city’s
population does not attend a church
regularly. Even though there are a few gospel-preaching churches
there, the city has few expositional preaching pulpits. Wilmington is
also the number one city in America for opioid abuse, and the city
is cloaked in a deep racial division rooted in a dark history. Joshua
and Aaron recognize Wilmington’s need for the Gospel and have
a desire to plant a missional church that exudes the love of Jesus to
the surrounding community.
For more information, contact Joshua at
twoguysplanting@gmail.com or visit twoguysplanting.org.

MICHAEL AND ENZA LILLEY
city planting in:

Salem, Massachusetts

current leadership team:

Michael Lilley and Nick Lilley
launch date: Fall 2019
For the last several years, God has
continually laid the city of Salem on the
Lilleys’ hearts. Of the 43,000 residents,
less than 3% of the population attends
a Gospel-preaching church. It is a city
with a religious past and is presently
steeped in various forms of spirituality.
God continues to remind the Lilleys, however, that He has many in
Salem who are known by His name but simply do not yet know it.
Their prayer is that God would bring wandering believers in Salem
home to be part of a church family and that He would set free those
who are in bondage to the dominion of darkness and transfer them
into the kingdom of God’s marvelous light.
For more information, contact Michael at
michael.lilley66@gmail.com.

SHAWN AND CHARICE POWERS
city planting in:

Des Moines, IA

current leadership team:

Shawn Powers
launch date: October 2018
church name:
Redemption Hill Church
Shawn is a native Iowan living in
Minnesota but is excited to return
home to begin a new work. While
Iowa is known for its agriculture,
it does boast one of the fastest growing cities in the United States,
Des Moines. Along with an increasing population, Des Moines
currently lacks gospel-centered, Jesus exulting, churches. In the Des
Moines metro, a majority of churches do not preach the gospel,
and secular pluralism prevails. Des Moines, Iowa is in great need
of gospel-centered churches and qualified elders to lead them. As
Shawn transitions back to Iowa, his prayer is that God will raise up
other men and women with a burden for the advancement of God
in the Des Moines metro.
For more information, contact Shawn at
spowers@redemptionhilldsm.org or visit
www.redemptionhilldsm.org.

JOEL AND ASHLEY SHOREY
city planting in:

Newark, Delaware

current leadership
team:

Joel Shorey
and Jason Stowell
launch date:
September 2018
church name:
Redeemer Fellowship

Redeemer Fellowship
is being planted out
of Covenant Fellowship (Glen Mills, PA). Several members of
Covenant Fellowship live in Newark and are ambitious to reach
their community through a local church in Newark. As a planting
location, Newark provides access to Delaware, Maryland, and
Pennsylvania. The University of Delaware is a prominent presence
there, and a growing number of unaffiliated, unchurched residents
make Newark a strategic location for new Gospel-preaching
churches. Joel and Jason are praying that Jesus would build His
church in Newark so that in the future they can plant more faithful
churches in the area.
For more information, contact Joel at joelshorey@gmail.com.
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
WE WORK TOGETHER TO
ADVANCE THE GOSPEL
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Your generous giving to Sovereign Grace is a vital part of our shared mission
to advance the gospel by planting and strengthening churches throughout the
world. Please prayerfully consider giving to Sovereign Grace through one or
more of the giving opportunities below.
GREATEST NEED
We use your gift to fund all four of our mission priorities: planting &
strengthening churches, global missions, training pastors, and producing
gospel-centered resources and music.
GLOBAL MISSIONS
We use this fund to support global church planting and missions efforts
around the world including our efforts to reach unreached people groups with
the gospel.
UNITED STATES REGIONAL CHURCH PLANTING
Churches in each region partner together to plant new churches to reach the
lost with the gospel. The money given to this fund is used within your region
to train church planters and fund church plants.
PASTORS COLLEGE
We subsidize over half of the cost of training for each full-time student. Your
giving helps us cover these costs to train and equip our future pastors and the
ongoing training of current pastors.
SOVEREIGN GRACE MUSIC
The money given to this fund is used to support our efforts to create and
produce theologically rich, gospel-centered music.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Declaring the saving power of the gospel by planting and strengthening
churches throughout the world for the glory of God requires funding. That
is why we choose to include our annual Financial Report in our Mission
Fund booklet. We want to show in several different ways how our resources
are used to advance the gospel of Jesus Christ. We also endeavor to
handle the money you give to Sovereign Grace with integrity seeking to do
“what is honorable not only in the Lord’s sight but also in the sight of man.”
(2 Corinthians 8:21) As you review this report, rejoice in how God is using
your sacrificial giving to advance the gospel throughout the world. And I
pray that your faith is stirred to give to our shared mission in 2018 so that
God can receive praise from people of all nations.
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SCHEDULE OF

REVENUES & EXPENSES
F O R T H E F I SC A L Y E A R E N D E D A U G U ST 3 1 , 2 0 1 7

S U P P O RT I N G
S E R V IC E S

P R O G R A M S E R V IC E S

REVENUES

Contributions (Churches)
Contributions (Mission Fund)

U.S. Church
Missions

Global Church
Missions

Pastoral
Training

Conferences
& Resources

$550,442
26,969

8,891

TOTA L S

Fundraising &
Administration

FY
2017

FY
2016

$1,121,563

$1,672,005

$1,501,640

317,935

353,795

342,674

Music & Book Sales

235,387

235,387

269,208

Music & Book Royalties

213,357

213,357

187,525

88,275

101,930

117,174

64,345

Tuition & Fees

88,275

Conference Receipts

117,174

Investment & Other
Total Revenues

200

32,314

54,738

87,252

235,038

577,411

8,891

88,475

598,232

2,767,245

2,598,232

2,702,360

Compensation & Benefits

441,218

96,562

237,426

370,313

198,995

1,344,514

1,193,478

Education & Training

25,472

3,354

245

271

29,342

28,896

86,856

152,862

EXPENSES

Cost Of Goods Sold

86,856

Gifts & Grants

276,363

69,849

3,927

19,243

1,145

370,527

249,968

Travel & Hospitality

159,202

66,907

41,051

62,700

21,067

350,927

262,983

Office & Insurance

7,997

3,201

4,586

11,536

52,620

79,940

86,177

17,345

6,364

23,709

16,914

Promotion
Sound, Video & Technology

6,522

630

10,354

44,858

62,364

85,198

Building

660

48,911

18,842

97,072

165,485

160,104

2,228

25,698

47,315

89,285

92,435

759

3,341

67,135

71,235

73,748

Other

6,044

8,000

Depreciation & Amortization
General & Admin Allocation
Total Expenses
NET INCOME (LOSS)
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15,438

13,661

46,628

64,871

(140,598)

938,916

258,180

389,500

691,344

396,244

2,674,184

2,402,763

($361,505)

($249,289)

($301,025)

($93,112)

$1,097,992

$93,061

$299,597

WHERE WE

INVESTED
OUR MONEY

U.S. Church Missions
$938,916

10%
15%

35%

8/31/16

Cash & Cash Equivalents

$947,761

$839,486

Investments

456,259

442,076

Accounts Receivable

94,811

73,156

Inventory

139,825

149,064

1,299,946

1,340,701

79,789

51,557

$3,018,391

$2,896,040

$100,357

$130,043

Deferred Rent Liabilities

16,679

5,168

Deferred Revenue

110,607

63,142

Total Liabilities

227,643

198,353

Church Contributions
$1,672,005

Unrestricted Net Assets

2,433,092

2,527,467

Conferences
& Resources
$598,232

357,656

170,220

Total Net Assets

2,790,748

2,697,687

$3,018,391

$2,896,040

Pastoral Training
$389,500

26%

TOTAL

8/31/17

Conferences
& Resources
$691,344
Fundraising
& Administration
$396,244

15%

$2,674,184

BALANCE
SHEET

Global Church
Missions
$258,180

ASSETS

Property & Equipment
Other Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

L I A B I L IT I E S & N E T A S S E T S

Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses

WHERE OUR MONEY

CAME FROM
13%
22%

2%
3%

60%

Mission Fund
& Other Gifts
$353,795

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets (Regions)

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Pastors College
Tuition/Other
$88,475
Investments/Other
$54,738
TOTAL

$2,767,245
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SINCE THE DAY
YOU HEARD IT
AND UNDERSTOOD

THE GR ACE
OF GOD
IN TRUTH

Sovereign Grace Churches
10509 Timberwood Circle
Suite 200
Louisville, KY 40223-9851
sovereigngrace.com/give
Phone 1-800-736-2202

