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The gospel of Jesus Christ has an unstoppable power evidenced 
in the way it bears fruit in our lives and lives of people throughout 
the world. Colossians 1:5b-6 captures it this way, “Of this you 
have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has 
come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and 
increasing-as it also does among you, since the day you heard 
it and understood the grace of God in truth.” As you read the 
stories in this booklet, you are going to see how God is using 
your financial support of Sovereign Grace Churches, along with 
your labors for the gospel, to bear fruit in the lives of people and 
churches throughout the world. Thank you for your generosity! 
As you read, I hope you experience joy in hearing how God is 
using you and your giving to fulfill our mission to make disciples 
of all nations.

GOSPEL EFFORTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
The stories in this booklet capture just some of our efforts to 
advance the gospel outside of North America. These efforts 
are led by Dave Taylor who is the Sr. Pastor of Sovereign Grace 
Church in Sydney, Australia and our Director of Emerging 
Nations. His update is not only encouraging but helps you to see 
how God is using your money to advance the gospel in places 
like Liberia, the Philippines, Nepal, South Korea, and Jamaica. 
You’re also going to read updates from Michael Granger in 
Ethiopia, Fabiano Medeiros who is planting a Sovereign Grace 
church in São Paulo, Brazil and from Todd Peterson who has 
made several trips serving pastors in India and Nepal. Yes! 
The gospel is bearing fruit throughout the world!

PLANTING CHURCHES 
In addition to Fabiano’s update about his church plant in São 
Paulo, Brazil, I would ask that you pray for the other churches we 
are currently planting in Zapresic, Croatia, Kingston, Jamaica, 
as well as several in the USA: Newark, DE, Des Moines, IA, 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Wilmington, NC and Athens, TN. Your financial support 
is used to plant churches throughout the world where the 
gospel is proclaimed to the lost, believing that its unstoppable 
power will save many in those cities.

ESTABLISHING NEW GOSPEL 
PARTNERSHIPS 
Our efforts in many of the nations mentioned in this 
booklet include exploring how an existing unaffiliated 
church can formalize a partnership with Sovereign Grace. 
As I mentioned, you’re going to hear from Todd Peterson, 
a pastor at Cross of Grace Church in El Paso, TX, 
about the trips he has taken to India to care for pastors 
in that nation and how their churches can become a part 
of our denomination.

PRODUCING MUSIC 
One of the ways that Sovereign Grace Music serves 
churches is to produce Christ-exalting songs that proclaim 
and strengthen the work of the gospel. Currently, Sovereign 
Grace Music has songs translated in 18 different languages 
and has produced five albums in Spanish. Your financial 
support helps us produce Christ-exalting music that is being 
sung in churches throughout the world. 

TRAINING PASTORS 
Even though our Sovereign Grace Pastors College is 
based in the United States, the men receiving theological 
training and being equipped for pastoral ministry will be 
deployed to serve in churches throughout the world. For 
example, two men graduating from our Pastors College 
in June plan to serve in Mexico to strengthen our gospel 
labors in that nation.

This brief overview gives you just a glimpse of how God 
is using your financial gifts to Sovereign Grace Churches 
to bear good gospel fruit in nations throughout the world. 
Thank you again for financially supporting our shared 
mission. If you currently aren’t giving to Sovereign Grace, 
I hope this booklet inspires you to start giving to support 
our mission of advancing the gospel of Jesus Christ for the 
glory of God alone.

WITH APPRECIATION,
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EMERGING 
NATIONS
b y  D a v e  T a y l o r

“And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are you to 
take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, 
and by your blood you ransomed people for God from 
every tribe and language and nation, and you have 
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they 
shall reign on the earth.’” (Rev. 5:9)

In God’s amazing grace, He is busy building the great 
choir of heaven with people from every tribe and 
language and nation, and what a joy then it is for us to 
play our small part by giving out the invites.

This past year has been a truly incredible year for us 
in terms of Global Missions. Right now we have the 
privilege of serving well over 300 churches outside of 
the USA, in 27 different countries and on 6 different 
continents. To write a post about everything that is 
going on would take more words than this booklet 
has room for, but in a desire to serve you well and 
encourage you, here are a few highlights.

1. PHILIPPINES
Sovereign Grace has been working into the Philippines 
for many years now. In the last couple of years, we’ve 
been focusing our attention on running a series of 
conferences on our “Seven Shared Values” that then 
culminated in our very first ‘SG Pastors and Wives 
Conference’ in May 2018, attended by over 22 churches 
eager to partner with Sovereign Grace Churches.

2. LIBERIA, WEST AFRICA
In 2012 Dyonah Thomas heard the song “Let Your 
Kingdom Come” by Bob Kauflin. He loved it and 
wanted to know the story behind it, and that led him to 
Sovereign Grace Churches. Dyonah is himself a church 
planter, having planted eight churches in Liberia. He 
also leads a Bible College with over 85 students, and he 
is eager, as are we, to work out what partnership with 
Sovereign Grace Churches would look like in Liberia 
and other nations in West Africa.
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3. NEPAL
Nepal is a difficult country to be a Christian in, let 
alone a pastor, and so what a joy it is for us to work into 
Nepal and relate to such a seasoned, experienced and 
wonderfully gospel-centered pastor there. We are both 
humbled and thrilled to be working in Nepal.

4. JAMAICA
After many years of preparation, Joel Bain, Sean 
Taylor, Sheldon Campbell, and their families, launched 
Grace Family Church in St. Catherine, Jamaica. This is 
such an answer to so many prayers!

5. SOUTH KOREA
Presently, once a month, Songhwan Kang, Senior 
Pastor of Lord’s Grace Church in Seoul, Korea, is 
training around 18 church planters. It is such a joy to 
stand alongside Songhwan as he begins to launch 
Sovereign Grace Churches of Korea.

From Belarus to Puerto Rico, Ethiopia to Australia, 
India to Mexico, God is indeed gathering His choir. 
Thank you so much then for playing your part. Thanks 
for your prayers, thanks for your giving, and thanks for 
helping us give out the invites. For what a wonderful 
King we serve.
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God continues to draw the hearts of pastors in distant 
countries to partner with Sovereign Grace Churches 
(SGC), men who desire gospel centrality and who 
resonate with our Seven Shared Values. Two of these 
pastors are from India and Nepal, and we had the 
immeasurable privilege of continuing to explore God’s 
plans with them in the last year.

Though all third world countries have their share of 
relational challenges, India is in a category of its own 
with 22 official languages, 150 main languages, and 1652 
dialects. In some areas, you can travel less than 20 miles 
in any direction to find an entirely new language and 
culture that can’t relate or speak to the one you just left. 

Several Indian pastors have reached out to SGC in the 
pursuit of sharing the gospel and freeing their people 
from the clutches of Hinduism. One of these pastors is 
Saroj Hial, a faithful man of God who came from a life 
on the streets at the age of 13 to miraculous salvation 
in his early 20s. Early on, he felt the call to preach the 
gospel of Jesus in his country knowing he would face 
considerable opposition and persecution. Over the 

next decade, he started many village churches and 
now oversees 70+ pastors in training, equipping, and 
financial administration. We first met Saroj in 2015 
when he traveled to the US to attend the Pastors 
Conference. He had discovered the SGC website and 
felt an immediate connection with our doctrine and 
shared values. Desperate for help to serve his pastors 
with training and resources, he came to the conference 
to confirm what he had read on our website to be true in 
our churches. 

In 2017 we met several times with Saroj through 
providential and planned encounters including a  
brief visit with him in India, participation in the 
Asia-Pacific conference in Sydney, and again at the 
Pastors Conference in Orlando. 

In March 2018, we held our first pastors conference with 
Saroj and so many others in Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh, 
India. Some 50+ pastors had made sacrifices to attend, 
and for many, it had taken one or two days by train or 
bus to be with us. The theme of the conference was 
“What It Means to Be Gospel-Centered,” the first of our 
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Seven Shared Values series. Dave Taylor of Sovereign 
Grace Church, Sydney (Sydney, Australia) and Eric 
Turbedsky of Sovereign Grace of Orange (Orange, 
CA) taught six sessions.

The pastors were eager to understand the centrality of 
the gospel and also expressed a desire to be equipped 
to make our family of churches stronger. The disparity 
in common language, culture, and socio-economics 
was staggering, but we found a bond in Jesus and our 
shared love for His gospel. Friendships formed without 
words, but through smiles, handshakes and hugs. 

During that conference, we met with a pastor named 
Jayaprakash. He has been pursuing partnership with 
Sovereign Grace Churches for a number of years 
and so it was such a joy to finally meet him. We look 
forward to seeing how God has us working into India in 
the months and years ahead.

The second stop on our journey was to Nepal to see a 
pastor who we’ve been relating to for a number of years 
now (whose name is anonymous for security reasons), 
and his elders. This pastor and his church are friends 
with SGC, as the Sovereign Grace Church (Midland, 
TX) has been serving them on annual mission trips 
for several years. This time the goal was to deepen 
relationships and explore this pastor’s desire to partner 
with SGC and, potentially, his 13 sister churches. 
They were eager for our support to strengthen their 
churches, but not through financial assistance. This 
pastor said “If you had come to offer us money we 
would have sent you home. We need your help in 
building a family of Nepalese churches.” They desire 

training and equipping of pastors to be faithful, gospel-
centered, courageous shepherds. As with India, the first 
step is to return and begin teaching through our Seven 
Shared Values to see if God will unite our hearts to do 
gospel mission together. 

Please pray for us, that we would discern God’s will in 
these very challenging partnerships and that he would 
guide as we seek to strengthen, train, and join arms with 
these precious pastors in bringing the gospel to their 
people while strengthening their pastors and churches, 
as well as our own.
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This past November, a team of 11 men and women 
representing four Sovereign Grace churches went 
to Kathmandu, Nepal. One aspect of the trip was 
teaching through the first of our Seven Shared 
Values, Gospel-Centered Doctrine and Preaching, 
with a Nepalese church planting pastor (whose name 
is anonymous for security reasons) and several of 
his pastors and church leaders. While Billy Raies, 
Aaron Mayfield, and I taught through the doctrinal 
aspects of our values, the other team members 
embodied those values for the leaders as they spent 
time with them, prayed with them, and encouraged 
them. Several of their leaders remarked that gospel-
centered leadership is such a missing and needed 
subject in the church in Nepal. As they got to know 
us and we got to know them, the Lord knit our hearts 
together. Our time with these pastors and leaders 
affirmed that moving forward in partnership and 
understanding what that looks like in Nepal is the 
right direction. 

Additionally, Pastor Billy Raies and Leroy Kim taught 
on gospel-centered marriage and parenting with 
another 40 leaders and pastors in the Pokhara region 
of Nepal. Those pastors were so encouraged that they 
asked if we could return and gather even more pastors 

to provide teaching and encouragement as well as to 
learn more about Sovereign Grace. While in Pokhara, 
the other nine team members connected with a 
group of Nepalese young people for a discipleship 
trek in the Annapurna Region. The team sang songs 
together and had times of teaching and prayer. New 
relationships formed and a result, folks are going back 
home with a greater understanding of God’s heart 
for the nations and the role they can play through 
learning, fellowship, and care. 

We are happy to report that plans are in place for 
strengthening our partnership with these churches 
as we seek to finish the mission. Those plans include 
continuing to go through our Seven Shared Values with 
these pastors. Please be in prayer about what part you 
might be able to play through praying, giving, or going.

Written by Allen Dicharry, 
Sovereign Grace Church (Midland, TX)

M O M E N T S  O N  M I S S I O N



The Sovereign Grace Churches church plant in São 
Paulo, Brazil started in August 2016 and after over two 
years now has 22 committed members. 

In November 2018, five people were baptized and became 
members. We are meeting every Sunday morning at 
a public school that has graciously opened its doors 
to our meetings. Every first Sunday of the month we 
have lunch together after our service for fellowship and 
outreach purposes. Every other Saturday we meet at 
homes and have studied The Gospel-Centered Life, 
The Gospel-Centered Community, Gospel for Life and 
the Sovereign Grace Seven Shared Values. These are 
meetings designed not only for study but also for fellowship 
and care. The ladies are meeting four times a year as a 
means of encouraging one another and growing in biblical 
femininity. The singles meet every month for fellowship and 
discipleship. We have several ladies engaged in teaching 
children The Gospel Story curriculum every Sunday. And 
we are praying to start a group with our youth. 

I have the joy of leading our church plant along with 
Leandro Bachega, Davi Camboim and Mateus Nobre, 

who meet twice a month for discipleship, fellowship, 
care, and decision-making. We are now planning to 
start a study track that might help us identify men who 
might be called to leadership in the local church. 

Bert Turner (Covenant of Grace Church, Akron, OH) 
and Larry McCall (Christ Covenant Church, Winona 
Lake, IN) were with us March 2 through 5, 2019. 
They came to lead a retreat for our church and 
another interested church (around 60 people 
altogether), covering the topic of the Seven Shared 
Values that have characterized the gospel culture 
present in Sovereign Grace. 

We are now in the process of formalizing the church, will 
have a church bank account and will introduce offering as 
a part of our services. People have given so far as needs 
arise. And we are starting to pray for a place to rent and 
settle to enhance outreach efforts in São Paulo.. God has 
been good and has united us in love for one another and 
love for the Savior and his gospel. We have done all we 
can to communicate the importance of the gospel being 
central in both our corporate and individual lives.

11

CHURCH PLANTING 
IN SÃO PAULO
b y  F A B I A N O  M E D E I R O S

M O M E N T S  O N  M I S S I O N



12

In January 2018, Kenean and I, along with our children, 
moved to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to begin our journey 
of church planting with Sovereign Grace through Global 
Outreach. We were sent off by Sovereign Grace Church 
of Louisville (Louisville, KY) following 10 months of 
training at the Sovereign Grace Pastors College.

Ethiopia has long been a part of my story. At the age 
of 19, I made my first trip to Ethiopia. I continued 
working with some local partners in the country, 
aiming to help street children. Through many trips, 
I met and fell in love with a local Ethiopian, Kenean, 
who was soon to be my bride. We have 3 children, 
one of whom has gone to be with the Lord. Together, 
we have a deep affection for and desire to serve the 
people of Ethiopia.

As stated on the Global Outreach website, the 
purpose of our mission to Ethiopia is summed up in 
three categories: 1) Disciple-making that results in 
new Christ-centered churches; 2) Theological training 

for the next generation of Ethiopian leadership; 3) 
Business as missions. 

After two years of intensive language study and 
cultural adaptation, we will start evangelizing and 
establishing relationships with students at Addis 
Ababa University. As people come to Christ, we 
hope to disciple a core group of men who will in turn 
evangelize, invest in and disciple others. 

We aim to put ourselves out of a job ultimately; 
we desire to see healthy churches that are led by a 
plurality of Ethiopian pastors. If this is to happen, it will 
require the Lord to breathe on our endeavors to take 
what we have learned and “entrust [it] to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also” (1 Tim. 2:2.)

Additionally, I have a passion for fostering business 
as missions—encouraging others to bring God-given 
vocations to Ethiopia to partner with us to win souls 
for Christ and strengthen these young churches.

GOSPEL MISSION 
IN ETHIOPIA
b y  M I C H A E L  G R A N G E R



OUR CURRENT PRAYER REQUESTS:

• Please pray that Jesus would be the center 
of all we do.

• Please pray that I would continue to grow 
in my understanding of the Amharic language

• Please pray that God would bless this year 
leading up to the launching of our 2020 Addis 
Ababa church plant.

• Please pray that God would provide faithful 
Ethiopian co-workers

SNAPSHOT OF DAILY LIFE

This last year has been full of ups and downs with 
regards to language. For the longest time, I was feeling 
like I would never make any substantial progress. But 
one day, while sitting in an Ethiopian barbershop, I 
noticed I had turned a corner.

While sitting in the barber’s chair getting my head shaved, 
the barber asked me where I was from, what I do, and 
why I’m in the country. Conversing entirely in Amharic 
I explained that I was from the States, that I came out 
as a pastor, and that I’m here to start a church. Being a 
religious Orthodox Christian (similar to a Catholic - they 
preach works-based salvation) he got excited and began 
asking me questions about Christianity. First, he asked, 
“Are Christians allowed to drink alcohol? I responded 
with a question, “What was Jesus’s first miracle?” Once 
he saw that I wasn’t condemning things the Bible doesn’t 
condemn he began rapidly firing off even more questions.

Amongst others, he inquired about the differences 
between Protestant Christianity and Orthodox. “Well, the 
Orthodox believe that Mary is the mediator between God 
and man,” I explained, “but we believe what the bible says, 
that there is only one mediator between God and man 
and it is the man Christ Jesus.”

At this point, everyone in the barbershop was listening to 
me and we were talking about some pretty difficult topics 
that historically have caused tensions. Just last year, one 
article declared Ethiopia to be the most religious country 
in the world. I have seen a number of heated arguments 
arise about these issues but I felt that God was giving me 
quite a bit of favor.

So, to keep things cool I leaned forward towards the 
people listening and I said, “But, you know, there is 
one thing we are all in agreement about. Muslims, 
Christians, Orthodox, Protestants, Pentecostals, we 
can all agree on one thing.” The barber turned off his 
electric shaver and everyone locked eyes on mine, 
either through the mirror or directly. I waited. Then, the 
barber said in Amharic, “Mend new?” (What is that?). 
With a countenance that read, “I’m surprised you don’t 
know that answer,” I leaned forward and responded in 
Amharic, “That I have a beautiful face.” The room burst 
out in laughter, and I leaned back into that barber’s 
chair with a feeling of triumph. I knew, though I’m not 
the sharpest tool in the shed, I am learning Amharic. 
And that feels like a miracle.
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
WE WORK TOGETHER TO  
ADVANCE THE GOSPEL 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
Your generous giving to Sovereign Grace is a vital part of our shared mission 
to advance the gospel by planting and strengthening churches throughout the 
world. Please prayerfully consider giving to Sovereign Grace through one or 
more of the giving opportunities below.

GREATEST NEED
We use your gift to fund all four of our mission priorities: planting & 
strengthening churches, global missions, training pastors, and producing 
gospel-centered resources and music.

GLOBAL MISSIONS
We use this fund to support global church planting and missions efforts 
around the world including our efforts to reach unreached people groups with 
the gospel.

UNITED STATES REGIONAL CHURCH PLANTING
Churches in each region partner together to plant new churches to reach the 
lost with the gospel. The money given to this fund is used within your region 
to train church planters and fund church plants.

PASTORS COLLEGE
We subsidize over half of the cost of training for each full-time student. Your 
giving helps us cover these costs to train and equip our future pastors and the 
ongoing training of current pastors.

SOVEREIGN GRACE MUSIC
The money given to this fund is used to support our efforts to create and 
produce theologically rich, gospel-centered music.

To make a donation online, go to www.sovereigngrace.com/give.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Advancing the gospel of Jesus Christ by planting and strengthening churches 
throughout the world for the glory of God requires funding. That is why we 
choose to include our annual Financial Report in our Mission Fund booklet. We 
want to show in several different ways how our resources are used to advance 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We also endeavor to handle the money you give 
to Sovereign Grace with integrity seeking to do “what is honorable not only in 
the Lord’s sight but also in the sight of man.” (2 Cor. 8:21) As you review this 
report, rejoice in how God is using your sacrificial giving to advance the gospel 
throughout the world. And I pray that your faith is stirred to give to our shared 
mission in 2019 so that the unstoppable power of the gospel advances and 
bears fruit for the glory of God alone.
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REVENUES & EXPENSES
S C H E D U L E  O F

FOR THE F ISCAL YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31 ,  2018

PROGRAM SERVICES SUPPORTING 
SERVICES TOTALS

U.S. Church 
Missions

Global Church 
Missions

Pastoral  
Training

Conferences  
& Resources

Fundraising &
Administration

FY 
2018

FY 
2017REVENUES

Contributions (Churches) $709,440 $1,244,943 $1,954,383 $1,672,005 

Contributions (Other) 153,155 16,925 292,409 462,489 353,795 

Music & Book Sales 693 275,883 276,576 235,387 

Music & Book Royalties 273,502 273,502 213,357 

Tuition & Fees 79,450 79,450 88,275 

Conference Receipts 132,493 132,493 117,174 

Investment & Other 130 212,501 49,934 262,565 87,252 

Total Revenues 863,288 16,925 79,580 894,379 1,587,286 3,441,458 2,767,245

EXPENSES
Compensation & Benefits 458,692 110,449 247,601  377,152  217,872 1,411,766  1,344,514 

Cost Of Goods Sold  94,996 94,996  86,856 

Gifts & Grants 453,383 122,661 6,097  11,227  2,187 595,555  370,527 

Travel & Hospitality 235,581 93,093 46,292  67,458  24,022 466,446  380,269 

Office & Insurance 8,552 5,756 5,455  11,818  48,962 80,543  79,940 

Promotion  18,983  5,525 24,508  23,709 

Sound, Video & Technology  9,531  634  40,241  48,051 98,457  62,364 

Building  808  63,524  26,971  36,971 128,274  165,485 

Other  7,200  2,154  3,909  33,565  67,406 114,234  89,285 

Depreciation & Amortization  3,531  3,553  64,868 71,952  71,235 

General & Admin Allocation  4,673  6,229  23,118  29,396 (63,416)

Total Expenses 1,178,420 340,342 400,161 715,360 452,448 3,086,731 2,674,184 

NET INCOME (LOSS) ($315,132) ($323,417) ($320,581) $179,019 $1,134,838 $354,727 $93,061 
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BALANCE 
SHEET
ASSETS 8/31/18 8/31/17

Cash & Cash Equivalents $759,878 $947,761

Investments 1,024,571 456,259

Accounts Receivable 114,047 94,811

Inventory 114,803 139,825

Property & Equipment 1,269,570 1,299,946 

Other Assets 52,266 79,789

TOTAL ASSETS $3,335,135 $3,018,391

L IABIL IT IES  & NET ASSETS
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses $86,569 $100,357

Deferred Rent Liabilities 28,368 16,679

Deferred Revenue 74,723 110,607

Total Liabilities 189,660 227,643

Unrestricted Net Assets 2,366,987 2,433,092 

Board Designated Reserve 165,000 0

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets (Regions) 613,488 357,656

Total Net Assets 3,145,475 2,790,748

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $3,335,135 $3,018,391

Our audited financial information is 
available at www.sovereigngrace.com.

CAME FROM
W H E R E  O U R  M O N E Y

INVESTED

TOTAL $3,086,731

TOTAL $3,441,458

W H E R E  W E

O U R  M O N E Y
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U.S. Church Missions
$1,178,420

Church Contributions
$1,954,383

Conferences 
& Resources
$715,360

Conferences 
& Resources
$895,072

Fundraising  
& Administration
$452,448 

Mission Fund  
& Other Gifts
$462,489

Pastoral Training
$400,161 

Pastors College 
Tuition/Other
$79,580

Global Church 
Missions
$340,342 

Investments/Other
$49,934

23%

15%

13%

11%

38%

13%
2%

57%26%

2%
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