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Where Is the Gospel?

How does today’s Bible story fit into God's greater plan of redemption?

At the conclusion of Paul’s exhortation to leaders and the church, Paul lists a confession
of the mystery, or revealed secret, of godliness. Living godly lives can be a challenge,

so Paul gives us the one key piece of information we need: Jesus. “He was manifested

in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations,
believed on in the world, taken up in glory” (1 Timothy 3:16). Though the presentation
is poetic, it is the gospel nonetheless.

Jesus said in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.” Jesus loves the church and gave his life to save the lost and bring
them into his family. He is the chief shepherd, and all the leaders under him must be
able to lead by example so that those for whom he died will be well cared for. If it
were not for Christ’s death on the cross, which brings us redemption, there would be
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